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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: 

 

 
 
Office of Planning and Research 
P. O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA  95812-3044 
Filed electronically 

FROM: 
(Public 
Agency) 

Jurupa Community Services District 
11201 Harrel Street 
Jurupa Valley, CA 91752 

 

 

 
 

County Clerk 
County of: Riverside 
2720 Gateway Drive 
Riverside, CA 92507 
Filed electronically 

 
1. Project Title: Heli-Hydrants at Eastvale Community Park and 

Benedict Reservoirs 

2. Project Applicant: Jurupa Community Services District 

3. Project Location – Identify street address and 
cross streets or attach a map showing project 
site (preferably a USGS 15’ or 7 1/2’ 
topographical map identified by quadrangle 
name): 

The Project is located on two separate sites within the 
Jurupa Community Services District (JCSD) service 
area as shown on Figure 1 – Vicinity Map. The first 
proposed site is the Eastvale Community Park located 
at the southwest corner of Hamner Avenue and Citrus 
Street at 12750 Citrus Street in Eastvale, California on 
Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 152-050-040. 
Specifically, the proposed Project will be constructed 
at the southwest corner of the Eastvale Community 
Park.  

The second proposed site is the Benedict Reservoirs 
located north of Sandra Drive east of Mclaren Lane at 
2169 Sandra Drive in Jurupa Valley, California. 
Specifically, the Project will be located adjacent to the 
Benedict Reservoirs access road on APNs 174-040-
018 and 174-040-020. 

The Eastvale Community Park site is located in 
Section 36, Township 2 South, Range 7 West, San 
Bernardino Base and Meridian. The Benedict 
Reservoirs site is located in Section 5, Township 2 
South, Range 5 West, San Bernardino Base and 
Meridian. 

4. (a) Project Location – City: Eastvale and Jurupa Valley 

(b) Project Location – County: Riverside 

5. Description of nature, purpose, and 
beneficiaries of Project: 

The proposed Project involves the installation of a 
heli-hydrant system to support aerial wildfire 
suppression operations and provide the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL 
FIRE) with additional water resources during wildfire 
events.  

The first site at Eastvale Community Park consists of 
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the installation of six pull boxes, electrical conduit, a 
water line, a 12-foot access road, a heli-hydrant tank, 
a fire hydrant, a 20-foot tall wind sock and a Wave 
Pico antenna, as shown on Figure 2 – Eastvale 
Community Park Conceptual Plan.  A 115-feet by 
115-feet fenced area will enclose the heli-hydrant. The 
fence will be 6 feet tall and made of metal with 2-feet 
of barbed and razor wire. The heli-hydrant tank will be 
15 feet in diameter and 8 feet in height, with a total 
capacity of approximately 8,500 gallons of recycled 
water. The heli-hydrant tank will be gravity fed from a 
proposed 6-inch Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) pipe 
(purple), which will connect to an existing 8-inch 
recycled water line. The heli-hydrant tank will have an 
approximate filling rate of 900 to 1,000 gallons per 
minute (gpm).  

The second site is located along Benedict Reservoir 
access road. Construction will consist of the 
installation of two pull boxes, electrical conduit, a 
water line, a 12-foot wide access road, a heli-hydrant 
tank, a 20-foot tall wind sock and a Wave PicoPico 
antenna, as shown on Figure 3 – Benedict 
Reservoirs Conceptual Plan. The Project will 
connect to existing electrical line located northeast 
from the existing access road. The proposed heli-
hydrant be enclosed by a 6-foot tall metal fence with 
2-foot barbed and razor wire. A 12-foot wide paved 
road will connect the heli-hydrant to the existing 
access road. The heli-hydrant tank will be 15 feet in 
diameter and 8 feet in height, with a total capacity of 
approximately 8,500 gallons of potable water. The 
heli-hydrant tank will be gravity fed from a proposed 6-
inch CML/CMC pipe, which will connect to an existing 
12-inch CML/CMC water line. The heli-hydrant tank 
will have an approximate filling rate of 900 to 1,000 
gallons per minute (gpm).  

The tank systems will improve CAL FIRE pilots’ 
response time to eradicate fire and reduce the risk of 
loss of life and property to the surrounding 
communities within Riverside County. 

Beneficiaries of the project are Jurupa Community 
Service District customers, which include residential 
and commercial uses and CAL FIRE.  

6. Name of Public Agency approving project: Jurupa Community Services District 

7. Name of Person or Agency undertaking the 
project, including any person undertaking an 
activity that receives financial assistance 
from the Public Agency as part of the activity 
or the person receiving a lease, permit, 
license, certificate, or other entitlement of use 
from the Public Agency as part of the activity: 

Jurupa Community Services District 
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8. Exempt status:  (check one)  

 (a)  Ministerial project.  

 (b)  Not a project.  

 (c)  Emergency Project.  

 (d)  Categorical Exemption.   
  State type and section  
  number: 

Class 3 Exemption – 15303 New Construction or 
Conversion of Small Structures (§15303(d)) 

 (e)  Declared Emergency.  

 (f)  Statutory Exemption.   
  State Code section number: 

      

 (g)  Other.  Explanation:       

9. Reason why project was exempt: The Project is categorically exempt from CEQA under 
the Class 3 exemption set forth in State CEQA 
Guidelines §15303, which exempts the "...construction 
and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities 
or structures.” CEQA Guidelines §15303(d) identifies 
"water main, sewage, electrical, gas, and other utility 
extensions, including street improvements, of 
reasonable length to serve such construction” as a 
type of project that fits within the Class 3 exemption.  

The Class 3 Categorical Exemption is applicable to 
the construction and location of limited numbers of 
new, small facilities or structures including water 
facilities. The proposed project is the construction of 
two small reservoirs, referred to as heli-hydrants. Heli-
hydrants are considered small water facilities, and as 
such qualify for a Categorical Exemption per CEQA 
Guidelines §15303(d). 

None of the exceptions to the categorical exemptions 
apply here. The Project will not have any cumulative 
impacts; there is no reasonable possibility that the 
Project will have a significant effect on the 
environment due to unusual circumstances; the 
Project does not affect any scenic highways or 
historical resources; and it is not located on a 
hazardous waste site. 

10. Lead Agency Contact Person: Keith Backus, Project Manager 

Telephone: (951) 685-7434 

11. If filed by applicant: Attach Preliminary Exemption Assessment (Form “A”) before filing. ⁭ Yes   ⁭ No 
 

12. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? ⁭ Yes   ⁭ No  

13. Was a public hearing held by the lead agency to consider the exemption? ⁭ Yes  ⁭ No  

If yes, the date of the public hearing was: __________________ 
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Signature:__________________________________        Date:_______________    
Title:__________________________ 

 ⁭  Signed by Lead Agency            ⁭  Signed by Applicant 

Date Received for Filing:          

(Clerk Stamp Here)  

 
Authority cited:  Sections 21083 and 21100, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Technical Services Manager
4/20/2026



Heli-Hydrants at Eastvale Community Park and Benedict Reservoirs
Figure 1 – Vicinity Map

Source: Riverside County GIS, 2020
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Figure 2 - Eastvale Community Park Conceptual Plan
Sources: ERSC
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Figure 3 - Benedict Reservoir Conceptual PlanSources: ERSC
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