





For planning purposes Archaeological Resources Technology (ART) prepared the following report for the
subject project, located at the intersection of Robertson Boulevard and Road 15 in Chowchilla, Madera
County, California. ART carried out a records search and performed a field investigation to identify and
make recommendations for potentially locating cultural resources. Cultural resources include Native
American or European-American archaeological sites, architectural resources (historic districts and
standing structures), objects, and traditional cultural properties. Information provided by your office
indicates that the local Federal Housing Authority office requested this study for a privately-developed
mixed-use project, which constitutes a federal undertaking as defined in 36 Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) Part 800.16(y).

In turn, this investigation was made in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 36
CFR 800 et. Seq. ("Protection of Historical and Cultural Properties"); Sections 106 and 110 a(2) of the
National Historic Protection Act as amended (16 USC 470h-2) and its implementing regulations 36 CFR
Parts 60 and 63; Executive Order 11593, Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment;
Section 110(b)(4) of the NEPA of 1969. It was also made in accordance with current guidelines provided
by the California Environmental Quality Act, which require that cultural resources in the project area are
identified, evaluated, and potential project effects to them mitigated.

Project Description and Determination of Areas of Potential Effect

As depicted in the Project Location Map (attached), the project (Development 014-23069) is located at
Robertson Boulevard and Road 15 in Chowchilla, Madera County, California. The Assessor’s Parcel
Number is 026-233-008. The responding tract map is also attached. All ground disturbance is considered
the Direct Area of Potential Effect (APE). It is ART’s understanding that potential ground disturbance and
excavations for utility extensions should not exceed the utility standard of 54 inches in depth. To satisfy
NEPA and CEQA requirements, ART used a ¥%-mile radius to define the visual or Indirect APE.

Records Search Results

In December 2022, | personally performed a records search at the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center of the California Historical Resources Information Service (File No. 22-490). To
identify historic properties, the following was consulted: State of California Office of Historic
Preservation Historic Properties Directory, which includes properties of the National Register of Historic
Places, California Historical Landmarks, California Points of Historical Interest, the California Register of
Historical Resources, as well as certified local government surveys that have undergone Section 106
review. Pertinent maps and files indicated the specific project area had not been studied previously.

Results of the records search indicated that the project is located adjacent to Primary #20-2519 (row of
palms), a California Point of Historical Interest listed in 1989. In addition, a portion of the Southern
Pacific Railroad (SPRR) lies directly east of the subject project (Primary No. 54-004626: NRHP 6Y). NRHP
Status Code 6Y indicates the property was classified multiple times as not eligible by consensus.



In 2004 a small cultural resources survey (5.83 acres) took place near the subject project’s northern
boundary (Lloyd et al. 2004). Results of that survey were negative. In 2009 Caltrans performed an
inventory of Caltrans District 6 rural highways that encompassed State Route 233 (Robertson
Boulevard). During the linear survey at that time, the SPRR portion and existing row of palms (P-20-
002519) were noted. Although little information was available on file for the specific project area,
knowledge the arid area was used historically for agriculture—in addition to the known lack of natural
resources that would have supported a prehistoric population in the specific project location--preclude a
high cultural sensitivity for this location.

Field Survey Methods and Results

For the proposed project, on 19 June 2023 | personally performed an intensive archaeological foot
reconnaissance and took photographs (attached). During the survey, stone tools and production flakes,
bone, fire-altered rock, marine shell, beads, historic artifacts and features or any other evidence of
human activities were sought. Historic items were defined as any evidence of human use or habitation
older than 50 years. The project area and immediately surrounding areas were inspected using tight
transects (1 to 3 meters). Results of ART’s intensive foot reconnaissance for archaeology were negative.

The project is located on raw land between State Route 233 (Robertson Boulevard) and the SPRR, with
its southwestern corner at the intersection of the highway and Road 15. Both the SPRR portion and a
number of trees that comprise Primary Site No. 2519 remain in their original location (refer to
photographs). There were no sources of water, bedrock or oaks within the subject project area. Since it
had been disked in the recent past, ground visibility was excellent. Surface soil was comprised of dry,
grayish-brown silt with a few inclusions.

One structure, with the street address of 24499 Robertson Boulevard, appeared to be an agricultural
storage structure that may be older than 45 years. A non-descript, rectangular structure, it does not
appear to have the potential (as defined by CEQA and NEPA) for historical significance (refer to
photographs). It was not recorded or evaluated. Surrounding land uses were rural residential and
agricultural. Although not in view during ART’s foot survey, the historic Anderson Pump Company
property is located within the Indirect APE to the north (https://www.andersonpumpcompany.com).

Findings and Recommendations

Results of ART’s cultural resources investigation that encompassed the project area were negative.
Although the project’s Direct APE excludes both known, adjacent resources over 45 years old (rows of
palms and the railroad portion), caution to retain their integrity and not damage them should be taken
during project implementation. As mentioned above, The Anderson Pump Company is located within
the subject project’s Indirect APE (to the north). If this campus’s agricultural theme were taken into
account during the project’s architectural design, the proposed project has the potential to complement
Chowchilla’s role in California’s important farming heritage.



Although unlikely, in the event that a concentration of artifacts or culturally modified soil deposits
(including trash pits older than 50 years) are discovered at any time during project construction, all work
must stop until a qualified archaeologist views the find to make a preliminary evaluation. If warranted,
further archaeological work in the discovery area should be performed. If human remains are
encountered, all work must stop in the immediate vicinity of the discovery until the County Coroner and
a qualified archaeologist evaluate the remains (Public Resources Code section 5097.98).

Qualifications of Preparer

Owner and Principal of Archaeological Resources Technology (a Woman Business Enterprise), the author
received an MA in Anthropology/Archaeology from San Francisco State University in 1992, and has over
30 years of experience on environmental field and laboratory projects in California, Nevada, Montana
and Hawaii as Director of cultural resources research tasks, surveys, and test/data recovery projects in a
variety of settings. Qualifications include knowledge of NEPA, CEQA, NHPA (Section 106 compliance),
and numerous other federal, state and local laws and regulations mandating environmental assessment.
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View strom proposed project area.



View west from proposed projet are
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View east from northeast proposed proje




View south/southwest f proposed project area.
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Additional iew south/outhwest of proposed project area.

View of property located east of proposed project area. |
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View of contemporary dwellings located north/northeast of proposed project.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom, Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

July 13, 2023

Laurie Blakeman
Krazan

Via Email to: laurieblakeman@krazan.com

Re: CEQA Initial Study - Robertson Boulevard and Road 15, Chowchilla, CA APN 024-233-008,
18.24 acres Project, Madera County

Dear Ms. Blakeman:

A record search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF)
was completed for the information you have submitted for the above referenced project. The
results were negative. However, the absence of specific site information in the SLF does not
indicate the absence of cultural resources in any project area. Other sources of cultural
resources should also be contacted for information regarding known and recorded sites.

Attached is a list of Native American tfribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources
in the project area. This list should provide a starting place in locating areas of potential
adverse impact within the proposed project area. | suggest you contact all of those indicated;
if they cannot supply information, they might recommend others with specific knowledge. By
contacting all those listed, your organization will be better able to respond to claims of failure to
consult with the appropriate tribe. If a response has not been received within two weeks of
notification, the Commission requests that you follow-up with a telephone call or email to
ensure that the project information has been received.

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify
me. With your assistance, we can assure that our lists contain current information.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email
address: Pricilla.Torres-Fuentes@nahc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

forico il TorneaFientie

Pricilla Torres-Fuentes
Cultural Resources Analyst

Attachment
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NAHC HEADQUARTERS
1550 Harbor Boulevard
Suite 100

West Sacramento,
California 95691
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nahc@nahc.ca.gov
NAHC.ca.gov

STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom, Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

July 19, 2023

Laurie Blakeman
Krazen & Associates, Inc.

Via Email to: laurieblakeman@krazen.com

Re: Native American Tribal Consultation, Pursuant to the Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52), Amendments
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Chapter 532, Statutes of 2014), Public
Resources Code Sections 5097.94 (m), 21073, 21074, 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, 21082.3, 21083.09,
21084.2 and 21084.3, Chowchilla Multi-Family Project, Madera County

Dear Ms. Blakeman:

Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1 (c), attached is a consultation list of tribes
that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the above-listed
project. Please note that the intent of the AB 52 amendments fo CEQA is to avoid and/or
mitigate impacts to fribal cultural resources, (Pub. Resources Code §21084.3 (a)) (“Public
agencies shall, when feasible, avoid damaging effects to any tribal cultural resource.”)

Public Resources Code sections 21080.3.1 and 21084.3(c) require CEQA lead agencies to
consult with California Native American tribes that have requested notice from such agencies
of proposed projects in the geographic area that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with
the tribes on projects for which a Notice of Preparation or Notice of Negative Declaration or
Mitigated Negative Declaration has been filed on or after July 1, 2015. Specifically, Public
Resources Code section 21080.3.1 (d) provides:

Within 14 days of determining that an application for a project is complete or a decision by a
public agency to undertake a project, the lead agency shall provide formal nofification to the
designated contact of, or a tribal representative of, traditionally and culturally affiliated
California Native American fribes that have requested notice, which shall be accomplished by
means of at least one written nofification that includes a brief description of the proposed
project and its location, the lead agency contact information, and a notification that the
California Native American fribe has 30 days to request consultation pursuant to this section.

The AB 52 amendments to CEQA law does not preclude initiating consultation with the tribes
that are culturally and traditionally affiliated within your jurisdiction prior to receiving requests for
notification of projects in the tribe’s areas of tfraditional and cultural affiliation. The Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) recommends, but does not require, early consultation
as a best practice to ensure that lead agencies receive sufficient information about cultural
resources in a project area to avoid damaging effects to tribal cultural resources.

The NAHC also recommends, but does not require that agencies should also include with their
noftification letters, information regarding any culfural resources assessment that has been
completed on the area of potential effect (APE), such as:

1. The results of any record search that may have been conducted at an Information Center of
the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), including, but not limited to:
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e Alisting of any and all known cultural resources that have already been recorded on or adjacent to the
APE, such as known archaeological sites;

e Copies of any and all cultural resource records and study reports that may have been provided by the
Information Center as part of the records search response;

o Whether the records search indicates a low, moderate, or high probability that unrecorded cultural
resources are located in the APE; and

e If asurveyis recommended by the Information Center to determine whether previously unrecorded
cultural resources are present.

2. The results of any archaeological inventory survey that was conducted, including:
e Anyreport that may contain site formes, site significance, and suggested mitigation measures.
All information regarding site locations, Native American human remains, and associated funerary
objects should be in a separate confidential addendum, and not be made available for public disclosure

in accordance with Government Code section 6254.10.

3. The result of any Sacred Lands File (SLF) check conducted through the Native American Heritage Commission
was negative.

4. Any ethnographic studies conducted for any area including all or part of the APE; and

5. Any geotechnical reports regarding all or part of the APE.
Lead agencies should be aware that records maintained by the NAHC and CHRIS are not exhaustive and a negative
response to these searches does not preclude the existence of a tribal cultural resource. A tribe may be the only

source of information regarding the existence of a tribal cultural resource.

This information will aid fribes in determining whether to request formal consultation. In the event that they do, having
the information beforehand will help to facilitate the consultation process.

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify the NAHC. With your
assistance, we can assure that our consultation list remains current.

If you have any questions, please contact me at my email address: Pricilla.Torres-Fuentes@nahc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Poroodla 7ernea—Frentie

Pricilla Torres-Fuentes
Cultural Resources Analyst

Attachment
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Native American Heritage Commission
Native American Contact List
Madera County

7/19/2023
County Tribe Name Fed (F) Contact Person Contact Address Phone # Fax # Email Address Cultural Affiliation ~ Counties Last Updated
Non-Fed (N)
Madera Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono F Tom Zizzo, Tribal Administrator ~ P.O. Box 337 37387 Auberry (559) 374-0066 Tzizzo@bsrnation.com Western Mono Fresno,Madera, Tulare 5/25/2023
Indians Mission Road
Auberry, CA, 93602
Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono F Elizabeth Kipp, Chairperson P.O. Box 337 37387 Auberry (559) 374-0066 (559) 374-0055 Lkipp@bsrnation.com Western Mono Fresno,Madera, Tulare 5/25/2023
Indians Mission Road
Auberry, CA, 93602
Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono F Joel Marvin, Vice Chairperson P.O. Box 337 37387 Auberry (559) 374-0066 Jmarvin@bsrnation.com Western Mono Fresno,Madera, Tulare 5/25/2023
Indians Mission Road
Auberry, CA, 93602
Dumna Wo-Wah Tribal Government N Robert Ledger, Chairperson 2191 West Pico Ave. (559) 540-6346 ledgerrobert@ymail.com Foothill Yokut Fresno,Madera,Merced
Fresno, CA, 93705 Mono
North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians F Fred Beihn, Chairperson P.O. Box 929 (559) 877-2461 (559) 877-2467 fbeihn@nfr-nsn.gov Mono Fresno,Inyo,Madera,Mariposa,Merced,Mono, 6/26/2023
North Fork, CA, 93643 Tuolumne
North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians F Mary Stalter, P.O. Box 929 (559) 877-2461 mstalter@nfr-nsn.gov Mono Fresno,Inyo,Madera,Mariposa,Merced,Mono, 6/26/2023
Environmental/Heritage Manager North Fork, CA, 93643 Tuolumne
North Valley Yokuts Tribe N Katherine Perez, Chairperson P.O. Box 717 (209) 887-3415 canutes@verizon.net Costanoan Alameda, Calaveras,Contra
Linden, CA, 95236 Northern Valley Y okut Costa,Fresno,Madera,Mariposa,Merced,Sacr
amento.San Benito.San Joaauin.Santa
North Valley Yokuts Tribe N Timothy Perez, P.O. Box 717 (209) 662-2788 huskanam@gmail.com Costanoan Alameda,Calaveras,Contra 5/12/2020
Linden, CA, 95236 Northern Valley Y okut Costa,Fresno,Madera,Mariposa,Merced,Sacr
amento.San Benito.San Joaauin.Santa
Picayune Rancheria of the Chukchansi F Heather Airey, Tribal Historic P.O. Box 2226 (559) 795-5986 hairey@chukchansi-nsn.gov Foothill Yokut Fresno,Madera,Mariposa,Merced, Tuolumne 6/20/2023
Indians Preservation Officer Oakhurst, CA, 93644
Picayune Rancheria of the Chukchansi F Michael Wynn, Tribal P.O. Box 2226 (559) 795-4228 mwynn@chukchansi-nsn.gov Foothill Yokut Fresno,Madera,Mariposa,Merced, Tuolumne 6/20/2023
Indians Administrator Oakhurst, CA, 93644
Picayune Rancheria of the Chukchansi F Janet Bill, Chairperson P.O. Box 2226 (559) 580-4457 council@chukchansi-nsn.gov Foothill Yokut Fresno,Madera,Mariposa,Merced, Tuolumne 6/20/2023
Indians Oakhurst, CA, 93644
Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation N Sandra Chapman, Chairperson  P.O. Box 186 (559) 580-7871 sandra47roy@gmail.com Miwok Madera,Mariposa,Merced, Stanislaus
Mariposa, CA, 95338 Northern Valley Y okut
Paiute
Table Mountain Rancheria F Brenda Lavell, Chairperson P.O. Box 410 (559) 822-2587 (559) 822-2693 rpennell@tmr.org Yokut Fresno,Madera,Merced
Friant, CA, 93626
Tule River Indian Tribe F Neil Peyron, Chairperson P.O. Box 589 (559) 781-4271 (559) 781-4610 neil.peyron@tulerivertribe- Yokut Alameda,Amador, Calaveras, Contra
Porterville, CA, 93258 nsn.gov Costa,Fresno, Inyo,Kern,Kings,Madera,Maripo
sa.Merced.Monterev.Sacramento.San
Wuksachi Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band N Kenneth Woodrow, Chairperson 1179 Rock Haven Ct. (831) 443-9702 kwood8934@aol.com Foothill Yokut Alameda, Calaveras, Contra 6/19/2023
Salinas, CA, 93906 Mono Costa,Fresno, Inyo,Kings,Madera,Marin,Marip

osa.Merced.Mono.Monterev.San Benito.San
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This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

Record: PROJ-2023-003587

Report Type: AB52 GIS

Counties: Madera

This list is only applicable for consultation with Native American tribes under Public Resources Code Sections 21080.3.1 for the proposed Chowchilla Multi-Family Project, Madera County. NAHC Group: All
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