












































on southern California. However, as one of the numerous public education institutions in the region
of similar vintage, Sonora High School does not demonstrate a unique or particularly close
association with that event or historic theme. No specific events of recognized historic significance
have been identified in association with the school.

Similarly, no historic figures of recognized significance have been identified in close association
with Sonora High School. While a number of Sonora alumni later went on to become distinguished
in their careers and reach a level of significance in their respective fields, such as famed film director
James Cameron, their accomplishments postdate their association with the school. Furthermore,
there is no evidence that their accomplishments have attained the level of historic significance
required by the California Register, especially given the relatively recent time frame of their
professional lives.

The campus architecture demonstrates the basic characteristics of Mid-century Modernism, a style
that was ubiquitous in California—and indeed throughout the U.S. and the world—during the post-
war decades, but it does not stand out as an important example of the Modernist movement in
architecture or of any property type, period, region, or method of construction. Nor does it exhibit a
particularly high level of artistic value or any other distinctive merits to distinguish it from the
numerous similar school campuses of similar age throughout southern California and the U.S.

As stated above, the designer of the 1966 main building, architect William E. Blurock, is well
recognized for his achievements in architecture, including hundreds of schools and colleges in the
State of California and elsewhere, along other buildings. While Blurock undoubtedly qualifies as a
master architect, Sonora High School, with its relatively common design for post-war educational
institutions and other office buildings, has not been recognized as an important, exemplary, or
especially notable example of his work.

Lastly, as a common late-historic-period facility, Sonora High School is unlikely to yield
information important to the study of the pertinent aspects of national, state, or local history, such as
the accelerated growth of public education in the age of suburban expansion and population boom,
which is well-documented in published literature, contemporary sources, and archival records. Based
on these considerations, the Sonora High School campus does not appear to meet any of the criteria
for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources. As such, it does not appear to qualify as
a “historical resource” in the “discretionary” category.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CEQA establishes that “a project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment” (PRC
§21084.1). “Substantial adverse change,” according to PRC §5020.1(q), “means demolition,
destruction, relocation, or alteration such that the significance of a historical resource would be
impaired.”

In summary of the findings and analysis outlined above, the Sonora High School campus was
evaluated against the criteria for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources as a part of
this study and was found not to be eligible. Therefore, it does not qualify as a “historical resource”
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for CEQA-compliance purposes. Pursuant to PRC §21084.1, CRM TECH recommends to the
FJUHSD a conclusion that the proposed project’s potential impact on the campus would not
constitute “a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.” No further
cultural resources investigation is recommended for the campus.
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APPENDIX 1:
PERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR, HISTORY/ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

Education

1988-1993

1987
1982

2000

1994

Bai “Tom” Tang, M.A.

Graduate Program in Public History/Historic Preservation, University of California,
Riverside.

M.A., American History, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut.

B.A., History, Northwestern University, Xi’an, China.

“Introduction to Section 106 Review,” presented by the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation and the University of Nevada, Reno.

“Assessing the Significance of Historic Archaeological Sites,” presented by the
Historic Preservation Program, University of Nevada, Reno.

Professional Experience

2002-
1993-2002
1993-1997
1991-1993
1990
1990-1992
1988-1993
1985-1988
1985-1986
1982-1985

Principal Investigator, CRM TECH, Riverside/Colton, California.

Project Historian/Architectural Historian, CRM TECH, Riverside, California.
Project Historian, Greenwood and Associates, Pacific Palisades, California.

Project Historian, Archaeological Research Unit, University of California, Riverside.
Intern Researcher, California State Office of Historic Preservation, Sacramento.
Teaching Assistant, History of Modern World, University of California, Riverside.
Research Assistant, American Social History, University of California, Riverside.
Research Assistant, Modern Chinese History, Yale University.

Teaching Assistant, Modern Chinese History, Yale University.

Lecturer, History, Xi’an Foreign Languages Institute, Xi’an, China.

Cultural Resources Management Reports

Preliminary Analyses and Recommendations Regarding California’s Cultural Resources Inventory
System (with Special Reference to Condition 14 of NPS 1990 Program Review Report). California
State Office of Historic Preservation working paper, Sacramento, September 1990.

Numerous cultural resources management reports with the Archaeological Research Unit,
Greenwood and Associates, and CRM TECH, since October 1991,
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PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR, ARCHAEOLOGY
Daniel Ballester, M.S., RPA (Registered Professional Archaeologist)

Education

2013 M.S., Geographic Information System (GIS), University of Redlands, California.

1998 B.A., Anthropology, California State University, San Bernardino.

1997 Archaeological Field School, University of Las Vegas and University of California,
Riverside.

1994 University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico.

2021 An Introduction to Geoarchaeology: How Understanding Basic Soils, Sediments, and
Landforms Can Make You a Better Archaeologist; Society for American
Archaeology online seminar.

2007 Certificate in Geographic Information Systems (GIS), California State University,
San Bernardino.

2002 Historic Archaeology Workshop; presented by Richard Norwood, Base

Archaeologist, Edwards Air Force Base, at CRM TECH, Riverside, California.
Professional Experience

2025- Principal Investigator, CRM TECH, Riverside/Colton, California.

2002-2024  Field Director/GIS Specialist, CRM TECH, Riverside/Colton, California.

2011-2012 GIS Specialist for Caltrans District 8 Project, Garcia and Associates, San Anselmo,
California.

2009-2010 Field Crew Chief, Garcia and Associates, San Anselmo, California.

2009-2010  Field Crew, ECorp, Redlands.

1999-2002 Project Archaeologist, CRM TECH, Riverside, California.

1998-1999 Field Crew, K.E.A. Environmental, San Diego, California.

1998 Field Crew, A.S.M. Affiliates, Encinitas, California.

1998 Field Crew, Archaeological Research Unit, University of California, Riverside.

Cultural Resources Management Reports
Field Director, co-author, and contributor to numerous cultural management reports since 2002.
Memberships

Society for American Archaeology; Society for California Archaeology.
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PROJECT ARCHAEOLOGIST/REPORT WRITER

Nicole A. Raslich, M.A.

Education

2017- Ph.D. candidate, Michigan State University, East Lansing.

2011 M.A., Anthropology, Michigan State University, East Lansing.

2005 B.A., Natural History of Biology and Anthropology, University of Michigan, Flint.

2022 Adult First Aid/CPR/AED Certification, American Red Cross.

2019 Grant and Research Proposal Writing for Archaeologists; SAA Online Seminar.

2014 Bruker Industries Tracer S1800 pXRF Training; presented by Dr. Bruce Kaiser,
Bruker Scientific.

2013 Introduction to ArcGIS, Michigan State University, East Lansing.

Professional Experience

2022- Project Archaeologist/Report Writer, CRM TECH, Colton, California.

2022 Archaeological Technician, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, Palm Springs,
California.

2008-2021  Archaeological Consultant, Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan.

2019 Archaeologist, Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians and Little Traverse Bay Band of
Odawa Indians

2018 Teaching Assistant, Michigan State University, East Lansing.

2017 Adjunct Professor, University of Michigan, Flint.

2015-2016  Graduate Fellow, Michigan State University Campus Archaecology Program, East
Lansing.

2015 Archacologist, Michigan State University, Illinois State Museum, and Dickson

Mounds Museum.
2013-2015 Curation Research Assistant, Michigan State University Museum, East Lansing.
2008-2014  Research Assistant, Intellectual Property Issues in Cultural Heritage, Simon Frasier
University, British Columbia, Canada.
2009-2012  Editorial Assistant/Copy Editor, American Antiquity.
2009-2011 Archaeologist/Crew Chief, Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan.

Publications

2017 Preliminary Results of a Handheld X-Ray Fluorescence (pXRF) Analysis on a Marble
Head Sarcophagus Sculpture from the Collection of the Kresge Art Center, Michigan
State University. Submitted to Jon M. Frey, Department of Art, Art History, and
Design. Michigan State University, East Lansing.

2016 Preserving Sacred Sites: Arctic Indigenous Peoples as Cultural Heritage Rights
Holders (L. Heindmaki, T.M. Herrmann, and N.A. Raslich). University of Lapland
Printing Centre, Rovaniemi, Finland.
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Education

2016-
2015
2012
2011

2014

PROJECT ARCHAEOLOGIST/HISTORIAN/FIELD DIRECTOR
Hunter C. O’Donnell, B.A.

M.A. Program, Applied Archaeology, California State University, San Bernardino.
B.A. (cum laude), Anthropology, California State University, San Bernardino.

A.A., Social and Behavioral Sciences, Mt. San Antonio College, Walnut, California.
A.A., Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Mt. San Antonio College, Walnut,
California.

Archaeological Field School, Santa Rosa Mountains; supervised by Bill Sapp of the
United States Forest Service and Daniel McCarthy of the San Manuel Band of
Mission Indians.

Professional Experience

2025-
2022-2025
2017-
2016-2018

2016-2017

2015
2015

Education

2023
2019

Field Director, CRM TECH, Colton, California.

Field Crew Chief, CRM TECH, Colton, California.

Project Archacologist/Historian, CRM TECH, Colton, California.

Graduate Research Assistant, Applied Archacology, California State University, San
Bernardino.

Cultural Intern, Cultural Department, Pechanga Band of Luisefio Indians, Temecula,
California.

Archaeological Intern, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Barstow, California.

Peer Research Consultant: African Archaeology, California State University, San
Bernardino.

PROJECT ARCHAEOLOGIST
Melissa A. Portilla, B.A.

A.A. (cum laude), Anthropology, Fullerton College.
B.A., Ancient History: Classics, University of Hawaii, Manoa.

Professional Experience

2023-
2023-2024
2020

Project Archaeologist, CRM TECH, Colton, California.
Project Archacologist, Psomas, Pasadena, California.
Collections Assistant, Museum of Us, San Diego, California.
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Education

2015
2013

PROJECT ARCHAEOLOGIST
Eulices Lopez, B.S.

B.S., Anthropology, University of California, Riverside.
A.A., Anthropology, East Los Angeles College, Monterey Park, California.

Professional Experience

2024-
2017-2024
2017-2024
2017-2024
2014-2015
2013

2012

Project Archaeologist/Native American Liaison, CRM TECH, Colton, California.
Deputy Coordinator, Eastern Information Center, University of California, Riverside.
Director Assistant, Archaeological Research Unit, University of California, Riverside.
Curator Facilitator, Archaeological Curation Unit, University of California, Riverside.
Information Officer, Eastern Information Center, University of California, Riverside.
Lithic Analyst Assistant, Anthropology Department, East Los Angeles College,
Monterey Park, California.

Hominid Cast Fossils Cataloger, Anthropology Department, East Los Angeles
College, Monterey Park, California.
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State of California--The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial

Page 4 of 9 Resource name or # (Assigned by recorder) CRM TECH 4335-01H
Recorded by: Melissa Portilla *Date: January 9, 2026 v Continuation Update
*P3a. Description (continued): irregularly shaped building with a void near the north end

*B6.

*B10.

to accommodate the swimming pool. The flat roof of the building is covered with
what appears to be BUR and has no eaves. The exterior wall surface features a
mixture of concrete bricks and stucco cladding with black metallic trim. Doors
are steel-framed and painted black with some having a boarded-over transom
opening while others are partially glazed with fixed transom windows above.

The two-story science and social science building is rectangular in shape
and rests on a concrete foundation. The flat BUR roof features a black metallic
fascia and little eave overhang though there is a walkway overhang extending
off of the east side of the building. The walls are clad in white stucco. Doors
are all steel-framed, some of them glazed. Fenestration consists of steel-
framed sliding windows.

The three-story large gym is rectangular in shape and rests on a concrete
foundation. The roof is nearly flat and is surrounded by low parapets. The
exterior walls are covered with smoothed concrete with wvertical fluting along
either side of the central body. Protruding poured concrete columns line the
southern and northern facades. The central portions of the eastern and western
fagcades are rounded in a semi-circle with fixed mesh metal panels. Doors are
steel-framed with a wvariety of single and double steel doors and two fully
glazed doors at either end along the entrance alcoves. Fenestration consists of
semi-circular walls of fixed and tinted windows in steel frames along the west
side and fixed sidelite and transom windows at the entry doors to the east. A
mesh fence is installed around the second level perimeter and a metal roofed
walkway rounds the southeast and southwest corners with a prominent semi-circle
covering over the eastern entry, where a metallic “SONORA” signage faces the
parking lot in front.

Additional outbuildings around the main building include a corrugated
metal shed, a cinder block and corrugated steel storage building, a locker room
building with stucco walls and tan brick fascia accents with steel-framed steel
doors and concrete partitions at entryways. The agricultural area includes two
pastures, three pole-barn stables, and stucco and corrugated steel storage and
small animal enclosure buildings. A pool, tennis courts, blacktop with
basketball courts, track and athletic field, two softball fields and two
baseball fields (junior varsity and varsity) make up the athletic activity areas
arranged around the campus.

Construction History (continued): 2 1972 aerial photograph offers an overview of the
campus in its early years. Since then, the configuration of the campus has
remained largely unchanged, although some localized alterations and/or
additions did occur, mostly notably the construction of the science and social
building (No. 900) between the main building and the athletic fields in 2003-
2004 and the “large gym” (No. 1000) to the north of the main building in 2018-
2019. The configuration of some of the sports fields was altered over the years,
but the overall land use and character of the area is unchanged.

Significance (continued): the numerous public education institutions in the region of
similar wvintage, Sonora High School does not demonstrate a unigque or
particularly close association with that event or historic theme. No specific
events of recognized historic significance have been identified in association
with the school.

Similarly, no historic figures of recognized significance have been
identified in close asscociation with Sonora High School. While a number of
Sonora alumni later went on to become distinguished in their careers and reach
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State of California--The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial

Page 5 of 9 Resource name or # (Assigned by recorder) CRM TECH 4335-01H
Recorded by: Melissa Portilla *Date: January 9, 2026 v Continuation Update

*B10. Significance (continued): a level of significance in their respective fields, such as
famed film director James Cameron, their accomplishments postdate their
association with the school. Furthermore, there is no evidence that their
accomplishments have attained the level of historic significance required by
the WNational Register of Historic Places or the California Register of
Historical Resources, especially given the relatively recent time frame of their
professional lives.

The campus architecture demonstrates the basic characteristics of Mid-
century Modernism, a style that was ubiquitous in California—and indeed
throughout the U.S. and the world—during the post-war decades, but it does not
stand out as an important example of the Modernist movement in architecture or
of any property type, period, region, or method of construction. Nor
does it exhibit a particularly high level of artistic wvalue or any other
distinctive merits to distinguish it from the numerous similar school campuses
of similar age throughout southern California and the U.S.

The designer of the 1966 main building, architect William E. Blurock, is
well recognized for his achievements in architecture, including hundreds of
schools and colleges in the State of California and elsewhere, along other
buildings. While Blurock undoubtedly gualifies as a master architect, Sonora
High Schoel, with 1its relatively common design for post-war educational
institutions and other office buildings, has not been recognized as an
important, exemplary, or especially notable example of his work.

Lastly, as a common late-historic-period facility, Sonora High School is
unlikely to vyield information important to the study of the pertinent aspects
of national, state, or local history, such as the accelerated growth of public
education in the age of suburban expansion and population boom, which is well-
documented in published literature, contemporary sources, and archival records.
Based on these considerations, the Sonora High School campus does not appear to
meet any of the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
or the California Register of Historical Resources.
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