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Notice of Exemption

TO: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation FROM: Central Valley Flood Protection Board
State Clearinghouse 3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 170
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 Sacramento, CA 95821
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Jennifer Calles, (916) 837-3683

Jennifer.Calles@cvflood.ca.gov
State Clearinghouse Number: 2026031128

Project Title: Minor Alteration No. WA2026088 — California Stream Gage Improvement Program: Nelson Road
Bridge over Butte Creek Project

Project Applicant: Department of Water Resources; Radley Ott, Northern Region Manager; 2440 Main Street,
Red Bluff, CA 96080; radley.ott@water.ca.gov; 530-945-0985

Lead Agency, Contact, Phone Number: Department of Water Resources; Brian Humphrey, Sr. Environmental
Scientist; 2440 Main Street, Red Bluff, CA 96080; brian.humphrey@water.ca.gov; 530-317-8623

Project Location: The proposed project is located at the existing Nelson Road bridge over Butte Creek
approximately 7 miles southwest of the city of Durham, in Butte County (39°33'05.7"N, 121°50'30.7"W).

Project Description: To install a stream gage, a conduit, and an acoustic doppler flow measurement device. The
stream gage will be a steel remote terminal unit that consists of a data logger, a bubbler unit, a battery, a solar
panel, and satellite radio telemetry equipment. The stream gage will be mounted to the bridge deck.
Approximately 100 feet of one-inch rigid metal conduit will be routed along the bridge deck, down a bridge
column, and will terminate at an acoustic doppler velocimeter strapped near the bottom of the column. A
fiberglass staff gage will be strapped to a nearby bridge column.

Public Agency Approving Project: Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board)

Exempt Status:
Categorical Exemption: Sections 15304 and 15306

Reasons Why Project is Exempt:

The project is exempt from CEQA under the Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land categorical exemption (California
Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15304 ), because the activity consists of minor public or private alterations
in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees
except for forestry or agricultural purposes. In addition, the project is exempt from CEQA under the Class 6,
Information Collection categorical exemption (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15306), because
the activity consists of basic data collection, research, experimental management, and resource evaluation
activities which do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource. These may be strictly
for information gathering purposes, or as part of a study leading to an action which a public agency has not yet
approved, adopted, or funded. Further, none of the exceptions to the exemption in California Code of Regulations,
Title 14, Section 15300.2 apply.

Cers Laee 7/14/2026

Signature Chris Lief, Executive Officer Date
X Signed by Public Agency (1 Signed by Responsible Agency

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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