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CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Imperial Valley College – Measure B Phase 1 Construction Projects
Imperial Valley College, Imperial, California
Lead Agency
Imperial Valley College
380 East Aten Road
Imperial, California 92251
Project Title
Imperial Valley College – Measure B Phase 1 Construction Projects
Project Location
The project is located within the existing campus boundaries of Imperial Valley College at 380 East Aten Road in the City of Imperial, Imperial County, California. All proposed improvements would occur on previously disturbed and developed areas within the established institutional campus footprint.
Project Description
The Measure B Phase 1 Projects consist of the construction of new instructional, operational, and student support facilities and associated site improvements within the existing Imperial Valley College campus. The projects are funded through the District’s Measure B general obligation bond program and are intended to modernize campus infrastructure, enhance public safety training capacity, improve operational efficiency, and centralize student services.
Portions of the Public Safety Regional Training Center and the Maintenance & Operations (M&O) Facility will be constructed on the existing Agriculture Department field within the campus. The Student Services Center will replace the existing Bookstore (Building 500) and Student Affairs Building (Building 1000) within the campus core.
1. Public Safety Regional Training Center
Construction of a new regional training facility including:
· One-story, 35,531-square-foot classroom building (maximum height 24 feet)
· One-story, 5,000-square-foot storage building (maximum height 20 feet)
· Four-story burn tower training structure (maximum height 43 feet 6 inches; approximately 1,071-square-foot footprint)
· Steel-framed hose tower (maximum height 44 feet 6 inches; approximately 216-square-foot footprint)
· Approximately 100 parking spaces with solar shade canopies, ADA-compliant spaces, circulation aisles, landscaping, lighting (up to 33 feet in height), and stormwater improvements
2. Maintenance & Operations Facility
Construction of consolidated campus maintenance facilities including:
· One-story, 9,000-square-foot maintenance building (maximum height 29 feet)
· One-story, 5,400-square-foot operations building (maximum height 24 feet)
· One-story, 5,000-square-foot storage building (maximum height 28 feet)
· Approximately 30 parking spaces with solar shade canopies, accessible parking, circulation paving, landscaping, and drainage improvements
· 70-foot-tall freestanding communications tower supporting campus operational systems
3. Student Services Center (Replacement Project)
Demolition of the existing Bookstore (Building 500) and Student Affairs Building (Building 1000), followed by construction of:
· Two-story, approximately 22,000-square-foot footprint office building (maximum height 36 feet) to accommodate admissions and records, counseling, financial aid, student affairs, administrative offices, conference rooms, and related support services
No new parking is proposed for this component; existing campus parking facilities will be utilized. Associated improvements may include pedestrian pathways, landscaping, lighting upgrades, and utility connections within the developed campus core.
Site Development and Infrastructure Improvements
Improvements include grading, utility installation and relocation (water, sewer, storm drain, electrical, telecommunications), fire access improvements, exterior lighting, landscaping, irrigation systems, and stormwater management facilities. All work will occur within previously disturbed or developed areas designated for institutional use.
CEQA Exemption Determination
The project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to the following sections of the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3):
Class 14 – Minor Additions to Schools (Section 15314)
Class 14 consists of minor additions within existing school grounds where the addition does not increase original student capacity by more than 25 percent or ten classrooms, whichever is less, and includes the construction or installation of portable or permanent classrooms, administration buildings, parking lots, and related facilities.
The Measure B Phase 1 Projects involve the construction of instructional and administrative facilities, parking areas, and operational support buildings within the boundaries of an existing community college campus. The improvements are consistent with the existing institutional use of the site and do not involve expansion beyond campus boundaries. The facilities support existing and planned educational programs consistent with the College’s Facilities Master Plan.
Class 3 – New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures (Section 15303)
Class 3 includes construction of limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures. Certain project elements, including storage buildings, maintenance structures, and accessory facilities such as parking lots and communications infrastructure, qualify under this exemption.
Class 2 – Replacement or Reconstruction (Section 15302)
Class 2 consists of replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the new structure will be located on the same site and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity.
The Student Services Center component qualifies under this exemption because it replaces the existing Bookstore and Student Affairs buildings with a modern facility serving substantially the same administrative and student support functions within the same developed campus area.
Exceptions to Categorical Exemptions (Section 15300.2)
The proposed project has been evaluated for potential exceptions to categorical exemptions under CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 and none apply:
· Location: The project site is within a fully developed institutional campus and is not located in a particularly sensitive environment.
· Cumulative Impact: The project will not result in significant cumulative environmental impacts.
· Significant Effect: There is no reasonable possibility that the project will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances.
· Scenic Highways: The site is not within a designated state scenic highway corridor.
· Hazardous Waste Sites: The project site is not listed pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5.
· Historical Resources: The buildings proposed for demolition are not known to be historical resources pursuant to CEQA.
Conclusion
The Imperial Valley College Measure B Phase 1 Construction Projects consist of improvements within an existing developed community college campus, including new instructional, operational, and administrative facilities and replacement of outdated buildings. The project supports institutional uses consistent with campus planning documents and applicable regulations.
Based on the foregoing, the project qualifies for categorical exemptions under CEQA Guidelines Sections 15314, 15303, and 15302, and none of the exceptions under Section 15300.2 apply. Therefore, the project is exempt from further environmental review under CEQA.

