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3.0 RELEVANT GOALS, POLICIES, AND LAWS 

3.1 CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

In California, any project carried out or approved by a public agency that will result in a direct or 

reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment must comply with CEQA. The 

purpose of CEQA is to ensure that a project’s potential impacts on the environment are evaluated 

and methods for avoiding or reducing these impacts are considered before the project is allowed 

to move forward. A secondary aim of CEQA is to provide justification to the public for the 

approval of any projects involving significant impacts on the environment.  

According to Section 15382 of the CEQA Guidelines, a significant effect on the environment 

means a “substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditions 

within the area affected by the project, including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient 

noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic interest.” Although the lead agency may set its own 

CEQA significance thresholds, project impacts to biological resources are generally considered to 

be significant if they would meet any of the following criteria established in Appendix G of the 

CEQA Guidelines: 

• Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any 
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or regulations, or by CDFW or USFWS. 

• Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations or by CDFW or 
USFWS. 

• Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including, but 
not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other means. 

• Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites. 

• Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a 
tree preservation policy or ordinance.  

• Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. 
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Furthermore, CEQA Guidelines Section 15065(a) requires the lead agency to make “mandatory 

findings of significance” if there is substantial evidence that a project may: 

• Substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a 
fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining 
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, or substantially reduce the 
number or restrict the range of an endangered, rare or threatened species. 

• Achieve short-term environmental goals to the detriment of long-term environmental 
goals. 

• Produce environmental effects that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable, 
meaning that the incremental effects of the project are significant when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past projects, other current projects, and probable future 
projects.  

3.2 OTHER RELEVANT LAWS AND POLICIES 

3.2.1 Mariposa Town Planning Area Specific Plan 

The Mariposa Town Planning Area Specific Plan (Town Plan) provides development standards 

designed to protect significant biotic resources of the Planning Area. Relevant resources addressed 

by this plan include: (1) scenic resources, (2) water resources, (3) air resources, and (4) wildlife 

and vegetation. The Mariposa Town Planning Area Specific Plan Environmental Impact Report, 

certified in 1992, assessed environmental impacts of these development standards and provides 

mitigation, as appropriate, to reduce impacts to a less than significant level.   

3.2.2 Threatened and Endangered Species 

In California, imperiled plants and animals may be afforded special legal protections under the 

California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and/or Federal Endangered Species Act 

(FESA).  Species may be listed as “threatened” or “endangered” under one or both Acts, and/or as 

“rare” under CESA.  Under both Acts, “endangered” means a species is in danger of extinction 

throughout all or a significant portion of its range, and “threatened” means a species is likely to 

become endangered within the foreseeable future.  Under CESA, “rare” means a species may 

become endangered if their present environment worsens.  Both Acts prohibit “take” of listed 

species, defined under CESA as “to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, 

catch, capture or kill” (California Fish and Game Code, Section 86), and more broadly defined 
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under FESA to include “harm” (16 USC, Section 1532(19), 50 CFR, Section 17.3).  The USFWS 

commonly interprets “take” to include the loss of habitat utilized by a listed species. 

When state and federally listed species have the potential to be impacted by a project, the USFWS 

and CDFW must be included in the CEQA process.  These agencies review the environmental 

document to determine the adequacy of its treatment of endangered species issues and to make 

project-specific recommendations for the protection of listed species.  Projects that may result in 

the “take” of listed species must generally enter into consultation with the USFWS and/or CDFW 

pursuant to FESA and CESA, respectively.  In some cases, incidental take authorization(s) from 

these agencies may be required before the project can be implemented.  

3.2.3 Migratory Birds     

The Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (FMBTA: 16 USC 703-712) prohibits killing, possessing, 

or trading in any bird species covered in one of four international conventions to which the United 

States is a party, except in accordance with regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior.  

The name of the act is misleading, as it actually covers almost all birds native to the United States, 

even those that are non-migratory.  The FMBTA encompasses whole birds, parts of birds, and bird 

nests and eggs.   

Native birds are also protected under California state law. The California Fish and Game Code 

makes it unlawful to take or possess any non-game bird covered by the FMBTA (Section 3513), 

as well as any other native non-game bird (Section 3800), even if incidental to lawful activities.  

3.2.4 Birds of Prey 

Birds of prey are also protected in California under provisions of the State Fish and Game Code, 

Section 3503.5, 1992), which states that it is “unlawful to take, possess, or destroy any birds in the 

order Falconiformes or Strigiformes (birds of prey) or to take, possess, or destroy the nest or eggs 

of any such bird except as otherwise provided by this code or any regulation adopted pursuant 

thereto.” Construction disturbance during the breeding season could result in the incidental loss of 

fertile eggs or nestlings, or otherwise lead to nest abandonment. Disturbance that causes nest 

abandonment and/or loss of reproductive effort is considered “taking” by the CDFW. 
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3.2.5 Nesting Birds 

In California, protection is afforded to the nests and eggs of all birds.  California Fish and Game 

Code (Section 3503) states that it is “unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or 

eggs of any bird except as otherwise provided by this code or any regulation adopted pursuant 

thereto.”  Breeding-season disturbance that causes nest abandonment and/or loss of reproductive 

effort is considered a form of “take” by the CDFW. 

3.2.6 Habitat Conservation Plans and Natural Community Conservation Plans 

Section 10 of the federal Endangered Species Act establishes a process by which non-federal 

projects can obtain authorization to incidentally take listed species, provided take is minimized 

and thoroughly mitigated. A Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), developed by the project applicant 

in collaboration with the USFWS and/or NMFS, ensures that such minimization and mitigation 

will occur, and is a prerequisite to the issuance of a federal incidental take permit. Similarly, a 

Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP), developed by the project applicant in 

collaboration with CDFW, provides for the conservation of biodiversity within a project area, and 

permits limited incidental take of state-listed species. 

3.2.7 Wetlands and Other Jurisdictional Waters 

Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) regulates the discharge of dredged or fill 

material into “navigable waters” (33 U.S.C. §1344), defined in the CWA as “the waters of the 

United States, including the territorial seas” (33 U.S.C. §1362(7)).  The CWA does not supply a 

definition for waters of the U.S., and that has been the subject of considerable debate since the 

CWA’s passage in 1972. A variety of regulatory definitions have been promulgated by the two 

federal agencies responsible for implementing the CWA, the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) and USACE. These definitions have been interpreted, and in some cases, invalidated, by 

federal courts.  

Waters of the U.S. are presently defined by the EPA and USACE’s joint 2023 Revised Definition 

of ‘Waters of the U.S.’ Rule (2023 WOTUS Rule), issued in January 2023 and amended in August 

2023. Generally speaking, waters of the U.S. include: 
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• Waters which are currently used, or were used in the past, or may be susceptible to 
use in interstate or foreign commerce, including all waters which are subject to the 
ebb and flow of the tide 

• The territorial seas 
 
• Interstate waters 

 
• Impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the United States under the 

definition 
 

• Tributaries to other waters of the U.S. that are relatively permanent, standing or 
continuously flowing bodies of water 

• Wetlands adjacent to other waters of the U.S. that have a continuous surface 
connection to those waters 

 
The 2023 WOTUS Rule also defines a number of exclusions from the definition of waters of the 

U.S., many of which are longstanding exclusions from earlier regulatory regimes. These generally 

include: 

• Waste treatment systems 

• Prior converted cropland 

• Ditches excavated wholly in and draining only dry land that do not carry a relatively 
permanent flow of water 

• Certain artificial features, e.g. irrigation basins, swimming pools, borrow pits, and 
artificially irrigated areas 

• Swales and erosional features characterized by low volume, infrequent, or short duration 
flow 

All activities that involve the discharge of dredge or fill material into waters of the U.S. are subject 

to the permit requirements of the USACE. Such permits are typically issued on the condition that 

the applicant agrees to provide mitigation that result in no net loss of wetland functions or values.   

Under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act of 1969, the State Water Resources Control 

Board (SWRCB) has regulatory authority to protect the water quality of all surface water and 

groundwater in the State of California (“waters of the State”). Nine RWQCBs oversee water 

quality at the local and regional level. The RWQCB for a given region regulates discharges of fill 

or pollutants into waters of the State through the issuance of various permits and orders.  
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Discharges into waters of the State that are also waters of the U.S. require a Section 401 Water 

Quality Certification from the RWQCB as a prerequisite to obtaining a Section 404 Clean Water 

Act permit. Discharges into waters of the State that are not also waters of the U.S. require Waste 

Discharge Requirements (WDRs), or waivers of WDRs, from the RWQCB.   

The SWRCB and RWQCBs also administer the federal National Pollution Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) program, which is concerned with the discharge of stormwater and other 

pollutants into water bodies. Projects that disturb one or more acres of soil must obtain coverage 

under the SWRCB’s current NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit. A prerequisite for 

permit coverage is the development of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) by a 

certified Qualified SWPPP Developer. Other types of pollutant discharges into waters of the U.S., 

such as wastewater, may require coverage under a different NPDES general permit, and in some 

cases an individual permit.   

CDFW has jurisdiction over the bed and bank of natural drainages and lakes according to 

provisions of Section 1601 and 1602 of the California Fish and Game Code. Activities that may 

substantially modify such waters through the diversion or obstruction of their natural flow, change 

or use of any material from their bed or bank, or the deposition of debris require a Notification of 

Lake or Streambed Alteration. If CDFW determines that the activity may adversely affect fish and 

wildlife resources, a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement will be prepared. Such an agreement 

typically stipulates that certain measures will be implemented to protect the habitat values of the 

lake or drainage in question. 

3.2.8 Oak Woodland Conservation Act 

The Oak Woodland Conservation Act (SB 1334) and California Public Resources Code Section 

21083.4 require counties to address impacts to oak woodlands as part of the CEQA review process. 

In determining whether a discretionary project requires an environmental impact report, negative 

declaration, or mitigated negative declaration, the county in question must evaluate the 

significance of any associated conversion of oak woodlands, where “oak woodland” is typically 

defined as a native oak (Quercus sp.) stand with greater than 10 percent canopy cover, consistent 

with California Fish and Game Code Section 1361. Where impacts are found to be significant, the 

County must implement appropriate mitigation measures. The statute identifies a number of 
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mitigation options that, individually or in combination, could reduce a project’s impact to oak 

woodlands to a less than significant level. The statute also exempts a few specified activities from 

its requirements. 
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4.0 IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS 

The following discussions address the potential impacts to biological resources associated with 

implementation of the County Park Road Cabins Project.  

4.1 POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT PROJECT IMPACTS/MITIGATION 

4.1.1 Potential Project Impacts to Nesting Migratory Birds and Raptors 

Potential Impacts. The project site contains suitable nesting habitat for a number of avian species 

protected under the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act and related state laws. Any birds or raptors 

that are nesting within or near work areas at the time of construction would have the potential to 

be injured or killed by project activities. In addition to direct “take” of nesting birds, project 

activities could disturb birds nesting within or adjacent to work areas such that they would abandon 

their nests. Project-related injury or mortality of nesting birds and raptors would violate state and 

federal laws, and is considered a potentially significant impact under CEQA.  

Mitigation.  The following measures will be implemented for the protection of nesting migratory 

birds and raptors. 

Mitigation 4.1.1a (Avoidance). To avoid impacts to nesting birds and raptors, initial 
grading and/or vegetation removal activities will occur, where possible, outside the 
February 1-August 31 nesting season. 

Mitigation 4.1.1b (Pre-construction Surveys). If initial grading and/or vegetation removal 
must occur during the February 1-August 31 nesting season, a qualified biologist will 
conduct pre-construction surveys for active bird and raptor nests within 10 days of the onset 
of these activities. Nest surveys will encompass the work area and accessible surrounding 
lands within 250 feet.  

Mitigation 4.1.1c (Construction-Free Buffers). Should any active nests be discovered in 
or near proposed construction zones, a qualified biologist will identify suitable 
construction-free buffers around the nests. The buffers will be identified on the ground with 
flagging or fencing, and will be maintained until the biologist has determined that the 
young have fledged and are no longer reliant on the nest or parental care for their survival.  

Implementation of the above measures will reduce potential project impacts to nesting migratory 

birds and raptors to a less than significant level under CEQA and will ensure compliance with state 

and federal laws protecting these species.   
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4.2 LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT PROJECT IMPACTS 

4.2.1 Potential Project Impacts to Special Status Plants 

Potential Impacts. Twenty special status plants are known from the project vicinity (see Table 1). 

All 20 species are considered absent from or unlikely to occur on the project site due to an absence 

of suitable habitat and/or soils, the site’s being situated outside of the species’ distribution, or a 

combination thereof. The project is not expected to adversely affect these species, either directly 

or indirectly, and impacts are considered less than significant under CEQA. 

Mitigation. Mitigation measures are not warranted. 

4.2.2 Project Impacts to Special Status Animal Species Absent from or Unlikely to Occur on 
the Project Site 

Potential Impacts. Thirteen special status animals have been documented in the general vicinity 

of the project site or are known to occur regionally (see Table 1). Of these, 10 are considered 

absent or unlikely to occur on the site due to the absence of suitable habitat and/or the site’s being 

situated outside of the species’ known distribution. These species are the Crotch’s bumble bee 

(Bombus crotchii), valley elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus occidentalis), 

California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense), limestone salamander (Hydromantes 

brunus), foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii), Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog (Rana 

sierrae), western spadefoot (Spea hammondii), western pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata), bald 

eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), and hardhead (Mylopharodon  conocephalus) (see Table 1). 

Because these species have no appreciable potential to occur on site, they are not expected to be 

affected by the project, directly or indirectly. Project impacts are considered less than significant 

under CEQA. 

Mitigation.  Mitigation measures are not warranted. 

4.2.3 Project-Related Mortality of Special Status Animal Species that May Occur on the 
Project Site as Occasional or Regular Foragers but Breed Elsewhere 

Potential Impacts. Three special status animals, the pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus), Townsend’s 

big-eared bat (Corynorhinus townsendii), and spotted bat (Euderma maculatum) have the potential 

to forage on or over the site from time to time but would not breed or roost on site or close enough 
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to the site to be vulnerable to project-related disturbance at roosting locations. Individuals of these 

species are unlikely to be injured or killed by construction activities because they would likely be 

foraging on the site after work hours and are highly mobile foragers and would be expected to 

simply avoid active work areas. 

Mitigation.  Mitigation measures are not warranted. 

4.2.4 Potential Project Impacts to Riparian Habitat and other Sensitive Habitats 

Potential Impacts. The project site does not contain or adjoin any riparian habitat, sensitive 

natural communities or designated critical habitat. There will be no impact to such resources. 

Mitigation. Mitigation measures are not warranted. 

4.2.5 Project Impacts to Wildlife Movement Corridors  

Potential Impacts. The site does not contain any geographic features that would be considered a 

wildlife movement corridor. Therefore, potential impacts to such a corridor will not occur. 

Mitigation.  Mitigation measures are not warranted.   

4.2.6 Project Impacts to Jurisdictional Waters 

Potential Impacts. As discussed, the project site contains several small ephemeral drainages that 

showed no signs of an ordinary high water mark or wetland formation and would likely not be 

considered jurisdictional by the USACE, RWQCB, and CDFW. It is not certain if and to what 

extent these drainages may be impacted by project activities; however, design plans call for an 

extension to a culvert running beneath an existing driveway at the southeast end of the site. 

Because onsite drainages are likely non-jurisdictional and impacts would be minimal, project 

impacts to jurisdictional waters under CEQA are considered a less than significant impact. 

However, the project applicant is advised that only the agencies can make a jurisdictional 

determination and that compliance with CEQA does not exempt a project from USACE, RWQCB, 

and CDFW permitting requirements. 

Mitigation. Mitigation measures are not warranted.   
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4.2.7 Consistency with Local Policies and Ordinances 

Potential Impacts. The project appears consistent with those goals and policies of the Mariposa 

Town Planning Area Specific Plan that pertain to biological resources.  

Mitigation. Mitigation measures are not warranted.  

4.2.8 Consistency with Habitat Conservation Plans and Natural Community Conservation 

Plans 

Potential Impacts.  There are no known HCPs or NCCPs in effect for the project vicinity. 

Mitigation. Mitigation measures are not warranted.  

4.2.9 Project Impacts to Oak Woodland 

Potential Impacts. The project as conceptually designed will modify 2.5 acres of foothill 

woodland habitat. Because native oak trees contribute more than 10 percent canopy cover to the 

site’s tree stands, these areas appear to meet the definition of oak woodland pursuant to California 

Fish and Game Code Section 1361. It is anticipated that most of the trees will remain after project 

buildout. Because impacts to this small block of oak woodland will be minimal and following 

project development many square miles of higher-quality, contiguous oak woodland habitat will 

remain available on adjoining lands, project impacts to oak woodland are considered less than 

significant under CEQA.   

Mitigation.  Mitigation is not warranted. 
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APPENDIX A 
VASCULAR PLANTS OF THE PROJECT SITE  

 
 

The plants species listed below were observed on the project site during LOA’s September 4, 2024 
survey. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wetland indicator status of each plant, if available, has 
been shown following its common name.      
 
     OBL - Obligate  
     FACW - Facultative Wetland 
     FAC - Facultative 
     FACU - Facultative Upland 
     UPL - Upland 
   
 
ANACARDIACEAE – Sumac Family 
     Toxicodendron diversilobum  Poison oak    FACU 
APIACEAE – Umbellifer Family 
     Torilis arvensis    Field hedge parsley   UPL 
ASTERACEAE – Sunflower Family 
     Anaphalis margaritacea   Pearly everlasting   FACU 
     Carduus pycnocephalus   Italian thistle    UPL 
     Centaurea solstitialis   Yellow star thistle   UPL 
     Grindelia camporum   Gumweed    FACW 
     Holocarpha heermannii   Heermann’s tarweed   UPL 
     Hypochaeris glabra   Smooth cat’s ear   UPL 
     Lactuca serriola    Prickly lettuce    FACU 
     Logfia gallica    Narrowleaf cottonrose   UPL 
     Madia elegans    Common madia   UPL 
BRASSICACEAE – Mustard Family 
     Hirschfeldia incana   Mustard    UPL 
ERICACEAE – 
     Arctostaphylos viscida ssp. mariposa  Mariposa manzanita   UPL 
EUPHORBIACEAE – Spurge Family 
   Croton setiger    Doveweed    UPL 
FABACEAE – Legumes Family 
     Acmispon americanus   American bird's foot trefoil  UPL 
     Lupinus bicolor    Miniature lupine   UPL 
     Trifolium hirtum        Rose clover    UPL 
     Trifolium microcephalum   Hairy clover    FAC 
     Vicia villosa    Hairy vetch    UPL 
FAGACEAE – Beech Family 
     Quercus douglasii    Blue oak    UPL 
     Quercus lobata    Valley Oak    FACU 
     Quercus wislizeni    Interior live oak   UPL 
JUGLANDACEAE- Walnut Family 
   Juglans hindsii    Northern California Black Walnut FAC 
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LILLIACEAE – Lilly Family 
     Calochortus albus    White globe lily   UPL 
ONAGRACEAE – Evening Primrose Family 
     Clarkia sp.     Clarkia     UPL 
     Clarkia unguiculata   Woodland clarkia   UPL 
     Epilobium brachycarpum   Willowherb    FAC 
PINACEAE – Pine Family 
     Pinus sabiniana     Gray pine    UPL 
PLANTAGINACEAE – Plantain Family 
     Plantago lanceolata   English plantain   FAC 
POACEAE – Grass Family 
     Aira caryophyllea    Silvery hairgrass   FACU 
     Avena fatua    Wild oats    UPL 
     Bromus diandrus    Ripgut brome    UPL 
     Bromus hordeaceus   Soft chess    FACU 
     Cynosurus echinatus   Dogtail grass    UPL 
     Elymus caput-medusae   Medusa head    UPL 
     Festuca microstachys   Small fescue    UPL 
     Festuca myuros    Rattail sixweeks grass   UPL 
     Festuca microstachys   Small fescue    UPL 
     Festuca perennis    Italian rye grass   FAC 
     Gastridium phleoides   Nit grass    FACU 
     Melica imperfecta    Small flowered melica  UPL 
     Poa bulbosa    Bulbous blue grass   FACU 
POLEMONIACEAE – Phlox Family 
     Leptosiphon bicolor   True babystars    UPL 
ROSACEAE – Rose Family  
     Cercocarpus betuloides   Birch leaf mountain mahogany UPL 
     Heteromeles arbutifolia   Toyon     UPL 
     Rubus armeniacus    Himalayan blackberry   FAC 
RUBIACEAE – Madder family 
     Galium aparine    Common bedstraw   FACU 
SAPINDACEAE – Soapberry Family 
     Aesculus californica   California buckeye   UPL 
SCROPHULARIACEAE - Figwort Family 
     Verbascum blattaria   Moth mullein    UPL 
     Verbascum thapsus   Common mullein   FACU 
SIMAROUBACEAE- Quassia Family 
 Ailanthus altissima   Tree of heaven   FACU 
THEMIDACEAE – Brodiaea Family 
     Dichelostemma volubile   Twining brodiaea   UPL 
     Triteleia ixioides    Pretty face    UPL 
VERBENACEAE – Verbena Family 
     Phyla nodiflora    Common lippia   FACW 
VIBURNACEAE – Viburnum Family 
     Sambucus mexicana   Blue elderberry   FACU 
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APPENDIX B 
TERRESTRIAL VERTEBRATE SPECIES THAT POTENTIALLY OCCUR 

ON THE PROJECT SITE 
 

The species listed below are those that may reasonably be expected to use or pass through the habitats 
of the site. The list was not intended to include birds that are vagrants or occasional transients. Its 
purpose is rather to include those species that may be expected to routinely and predictably use or 
pass through the project site during some or all of the year.  An asterisk denotes a species observed 
on or immediately adjacent to the site during a survey conducted by LOA on September 4, 2024. 
 
CLASS:  REPTILIA 
  ORDER: SQUAMATA (Lizards and Snakes) 
    SUBORDER: SAURIA (Lizards) 
      FAMILY: PHRYNOSOMATIDAE 
       Western Fence Lizard  (Sceloporus occidentalis) 
      FAMILY: SCINCIDAE (Skinks) 
        Gilbert Skink  (Eumeces gilberti) 
      FAMILY:  ANGUIDAE (Alligator Lizards and Relatives) 
        Southern Alligator Lizard (Elgaria multicarinata) 
    SUBORDER: SERPENTES (Snakes) 
      FAMILY: COLUBRIDAE (Colubrids) 
       Ringneck Snake (Diadophis punctatus) 
       Gopher Snake  (Pituophis melanoleucus) 
       Common Kingsnake  (Lampropeltis getulus) 
      FAMILY:  VIPERIDAE 
       Western Rattlesnake  (Crotalus viridis) 
 
CLASS: AVES 
   ORDER: GALLIFORMES (Megapodes, Currassows, Pheasants, and Relatives) 
      FAMILY: ODONTOPHORIDAE  (New World Quail) 
        California Quail (Callipepla californica) 
      FAMILY: PHASIANIDAE (Partridges, Grouse, Turkeys, and Old World Quail) 
        Wild Turkey (Melegris gallopavo) 
   ORDER: COLUMBIFORMES (Pigeons and Doves) 
      FAMILY: COLUMBIDAE (Pigeons and Doves) 
        Rock Pigeon  (Columba livia) 
      *Mourning Dove  (Zenaida macroura) 
        Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) 
   ORDER: APODIFORMES (Swifts and Hummingbirds) 
      FAMILY:  TROCHILIDAE (Hummingbirds) 
      *Anna’s Hummingbird (Calypte anna) 
        Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus)    
   ORDER: CICONIIFORMES (Herons, Storks, Ibises and Relatives) 
      FAMILY: CATHARTIDAE (New World Vultures) 
        Turkey Vulture  (Cathartes aura) 
   ORDER: FALCONIFORMES (Vultures, Hawks, and Falcons) 
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      FAMILY: ACCIPITRIDAE (Hawks, Old World Vultures, and Harriers) 
        Sharp-shinned Hawk  (Accipiter striatus) 
        Cooper’s Hawk  (Accipiter cooperii) 
        Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) 
        Red-tailed Hawk  (Buteo jamaicensis) 
   ORDER: STRIGIFORMES (Owls)  
      FAMILY: STRIGIDAE (Typical Owls) 
        Western Screech Owl  (Otus kennicottii) 
        Great Horned Owl  (Bubo virginianus) 
   ORDER:  PICIFORMES (Woodpeckers and Relatives) 
      FAMILY:  PICIDAE (Woodpeckers and Wrynecks) 
      *Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus) 
        Red-Breasted Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus ruber) 
        Nuttall’s Woodpecker (Dryobates nuttallii) 
        Downy Woodpecker (Dryobates pubescens) 
        Hairy Woodpecker (Dryobates villosus) 
        Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) 
   ORDER:  PASSERIFORMES (Perching Birds) 
      FAMILY:  TYRANNIDAE (Tyrant Flycatchers) 
        Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus) 
        Pacific-Slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) 
        Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans) 
        Ash-Throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) 
        Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) 
      FAMILY:  VIREONIDAE (Typical Vireos) 
        Hutton's Vireo (Vireo huttoni) 
        Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus) 
      FAMILY: CORVIDAE (Jays, Magpies, and Crows) 
      *Western Scrub Jay (Aphelocoma californica) 
        Common Raven  (Corvus corax) 
      FAMILY: HIRUNDINIDAE (Swallows)  
        Violet-green Swallow  (Tachycineta thalassina) 
        Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) 
      FAMILY:  PARIDAE (Titmice and Relatives) 
      *Oak Titmouse (Baeolophus inornatus) 
      FAMILY:  AEGITHALIDAE (Bushtit) 
        Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus) 
      FAMILY:  SITTIDAE (Nuthatches) 
        White-Breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) 
      FAMILY:  TROGLODYTIDAE (Wrens) 
        Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) 
        House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) 
      FAMILY:  REGULIDAE (Kinglets) 
        Ruby-Crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula) 
      FAMILY:  SYLVIIDAE (Old World Warblers and Gnatcatchers) 
        Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) 
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      FAMILY:  TURDIDAE (Thrushes) 
        Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) 
        Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) 
        American Robin (Turdus migratorius) 
      FAMILY:  MIMIDAE (Mockingbirds and Thrashers) 
        Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) 
      FAMILY:  STURNIDAE (Starlings and Allies) 
        European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) 
      FAMILY:  BOMBYCILLIDAE (Waxwings) 
        Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) 
      FAMILY:  PTILOGONATIDAE (Silky Flycatchers) 
        Phainopepla (Phainopepla nitens) 
      FAMILY:  PARULIDAE (Wood Warblers and Relatives) 
        Orange-Crowned Warbler (Vermivora celata) 
        Yellow-Rumped Warbler (Dendroica coronata) 
        Black-Throated Gray Warbler (Dendroica nigrescens) 
      FAMILY:  EMBERIZIDAE (Emberizines) 
        Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) 
        California Towhee (Pipilo crissalis) 
        Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) 
        Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) 
        White-Crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) 
        Golden-Crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) 
        Dark-Eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) 
      FAMILY:  CARDINALIDAE (Cardinals, Grosbeaks and Allies) 
        Black-Headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus) 
        Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) 
      FAMILY:  ICTERIDAE (Blackbirds, Orioles and Allies) 
        Brewer's Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus) 
        Brown-Headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) 
        Bullock's Oriole (Icterus bullockii) 
      FAMILY:  FRINGILLIDAE (Finches) 
      *House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus) 
      *Lesser Goldfinch (Carduelis psaltria) 
      FAMILY:  PASSERIDAE (Old World Sparrows) 
        House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) 
 
CLASS:  MAMMALIA 
   ORDER: DIDELPHIMORPHIA (Marsupials) 
      FAMILY:  DIDELPHIDAE  (Opossums) 
        Virginia Opossum  (Didelphis virginiana) 
  ORDER: INSECTIVORA (Shrews and Moles) 
      FAMILY:  TALPIDAE (Moles) 
        Broad-footed Mole  (Scapanus latimanus) 
  ORDER: CHIROPTERA (Bats) 
      FAMILY: VESPERTILIONIDAE (Vespertilionid Bats) 
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        Yuma Myotis (Myotis yumanensis)                           
        Long-eared Myotis (Myotis evotis) 
        Fringed Myotis (Myotis thysanodes) 
        California Myotis (Myotis californicus) 
        Little Brown Myotis (Myotis lucifugus) 
        Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus) 
        Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus) 
        Spotted Bat (Euderma maculatum) 
        Townsend's Big-eared Bat (Corynorhynus townsendii) 
        Pallid Bat (Antrozous pallidus) 
      FAMILY: MOLOSSIDAE (Free-tailed Bat) 
        Brazilian Free-tailed Bat (Tadarida brasiliensis) 
  ORDER: RODENTIA (Squirrels, Rats, Mice, and Relatives) 
      FAMILY: SCIURIDAE (Squirrels, Chipmunks, and 
          Marmots) 
        California Ground Squirrel (Otospermophilus beecheyi) 
        Western Gray Squirrel (Sciurus griseus) 
      FAMILY:  GEOMYIDAE (Pocket Gophers) 
        Botta’s Pocket Gopher  (Thomomys bottae)  
      FAMILY: CRICETIDAE (Deer Mice, Voles, and Relatives) 
        California Pocket Mouse (Perognathus californicus) 
        Western Harvest Mouse (Reithrodontomys megalotis) 
        California Mouse (Peromyscus californicus) 
        Deer Mouse (Peromyscus maniculatus) 
        Brush Mouse (Peromyscus boylii) 
        House Mouse (Mus musculus) 
        Meadow Vole (Microtus californicus) 
      *Large-eared Woodrat (Neotoma macrotis) 
  ORDER: CARNIVORA (Carnivores)   
      FAMILY: CANIDAE (Foxes, Wolves, and Relatives) 
        Coyote (Canis latrans) 
        Gray Fox  (Urocyon cinereoargenteus)  
      FAMILY: PROCYONIDAE (Raccoons and Relatives) 
        Raccoon  (Procyon lotor) 
      FAMILY: MEPHITIDAE  
        Striped Skunk  (Mephitis mephitis) 
      FAMILY:  FELIDAE 
        Bobcat (Felis rufus) 
      FAMILY:  CERVIDAE (Deer, Elk and Relatives) 
        Mule Deer (Odocoileus hemionus) 
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Photos 1. Foothill woodland at the southeast end the site. 
 
 

 
Photos 2. Foothill woodland at the northwest side of the site. An historic road cut at left. 
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Photos 3. One of the small ephemeral drainages on the site.  
 

 
Photos 4. The largest of the small ephemeral drainages on the site, located at the southeastern end 
of the site extending upslope offsite. Nearly all portions of this onsite drainage consist of a culvert. 
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Photos 5. Unbrushed area upslope from the site. This photo provides an example of vegetation 
cover on the site prior to brush clearing of the site in 2022. 
 

 
Photos 6. Ruderal/developed area of the site in the form of a paved driveway. 
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Photos 7. Ruderal/developed area of the site in the form of County Park Road. 

 
 

 
Photos 8. Ruderal/developed area of the site in the form of County Park Road at intersection of 
Stroming Road. 
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March 18, 2024 
 
Ms. Polina Pivak 
Mariposa Planning Department 
5100 Bullion St, 
P.O. Box 2039 
Mariposa, CA 95338 
 
Via Email Only: ppivak@mariposacounty.org 
 
Subject:     5007 County Park Road Project Trip Generation & Distribution Analysis  
  (JLB Project 012-008) 

Dear Ms. Pivak, 

JLB Traffic Engineering, Inc. (JLB) has completed a Trip Generation and Distribution Analysis (TG&DA) 
for the 5007 County Park Road (Project) located in the County of Mariposa. Based on information 
provided to JLB, the Project proposes to develop up to 10 A-frame cabins for vacation rental purposes 
on 2.485 gross acres located along the west side of County Park Road. Per information provided to JLB, 
the proposed Project is consistent with the County of Mariposa General Plan Land Use designation. The 
purpose of this TG&DA is to evaluate the potential trip generation of the proposed Project and 
distribute the Project Trips to the adjacent roadways.  

Project Description 
The Project proposes to develop up to 10 A-frame cabins for vacation rental purposes on 2.485 gross 
acres located along the west side of County Park Road. An aerial of the Project Vicinity and Project Site 
Plan are shown in Exhibits A and B, respectively. 

Project Trip Generation 
The trip generation rates for the proposed Project site were obtained from the 11th Edition of the Trip 
Generation Manual published by the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE). Since ITE does not 
contain trip generation rates for cabins, JLB utilized ITE’s trip generation rates for Low Rise Multifamily 
residential as has been done for other projects in the County of Mariposa.  Within the Multifamily land 
use, geographic location and type of adjacent and nearby development are noted to have an effect on 
the site trip generation. Furthermore, many of the ITE trip generation studies were located in urban and 
suburban settings, which are anticipated to yield higher trip generation as a result of work and school 
related trips. As such, the trip generation presented in Table I is anticipated to be conservative. Table I 
presents the trip generation for the proposed Project with trip generation rates for Multifamily Housing 
(Low Rise) Not Close to Transit (220). Per the ITE Trip Generation Manual, the proposed Project is 
estimated to generate approximately 67 daily, 4 AM peak hour and 5 PM peak hour driveway trips. As 
the Project’s trip generation is less than 10 peak hours, the Project’s trip generation is very small and as 
such, it is JLB’s opinion that further traffic studies are not warranted.   
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Ms. Polina Pivak 
5007 County Park Road Trip Generation & Distribution Analysis 
March 18, 2024 

Table I: Project Trip Generation 

Notes: d.u. = Dwelling Unit 

Trip Distribution 
The Project’s trip distribution to the nearby intersections were based on engineering judgement while 
taking into account the existing roadway network, knowledge of the study area, existing residential and 
commercial densities and the location of Yosemite National Park. The Project’s Trip Distribution is 
shown in Exhibit C, respectively. As can be seen in Exhibit C, no nearby intersection is projected to yield 
an increase of traffic greater than five peak hour trips. As such the amount of additional traffic to be 
generated by the Project is projected to be very small and thus insignificant.   

 
Conclusions 
Conclusions and recommendations regarding the proposed Project are provided below: 
• The Project is consistent with the County of Mariposa General Plan. 
• The Project is estimated to generate approximately 67 daily, 4 AM peak and 5 PM peak hour 

driveway trips.  
• With the Project’s trip generation being very small, it is JLB’s opinion that further traffic studies are 

not warranted. 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me via phone at (559) 570-
8991, or via email at jbenavides@jlbtraffic.com. 
 
 Sincerely, 

 
Jose Luis Benavides, P.E., T.E. 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\\server23\data\01 Projects\012 Mariposa County\012-008 5007 County Park Road TGA\04 Letter\L20240318 County Park Road TG&DA.docx  

Land Use (ITE Code) Size Unit 

Daily AM (7-9) Peak Hour PM (4-6) Peak Hour 

Rate Total Trip 
Rate 

In Out 
In Out Total Trip 

Rate 
In Out 

In Out Total 
% % 

Multifamily Housing (Low Rose) 
Not Close to Transit (220) 10 d.u. 6.74 67 0.40 24 76 1 3 4 0.51 63 37 3 2 5 

 Total Project Driveway Trips    67    1 3 4    3 2 5 
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Ms. Polina Pivak 
5007 County Park Road Trip Generation & Distribution Analysis 
March 18, 2024 

Exhibit A: Vicinity Map 
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Ms. Polina Pivak 
5007 County Park Road Trip Generation & Distribution Analysis 
March 18, 2024 

Exhibit B: Project Site Plan 
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