PLANNING & BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Notice of Availability of a
Draft Program Environmental Impact Report for
the City of Calexico
6th Cycle Housing Element Update

Summary

Pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, Section 15086 and 15087,
this notice is to advise that the City of Calexico, Planning and Building Department, as the lead
agency, has completed and is issuing notification of the availability of a Draft Program
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), State Clearinghouse Number 2026030920), for public review
and comment. Comments on the Draft EIR (DEIR) will be received for a 45-day period,
commencing on September 11, 2026 and ending at 5:00 p.m. on October 26, 2026, after which a
Final EIR will be prepared containing responses to all public comments, and will be used by the
City of Calexico in its consideration of approval of the proposed Housing Element Update
(project), described below.

Project Location and Description

Located in southern California, the City of Calexico (City) is an incorporated City within the County
of Imperial and is roughly 200 miles southeast of Los Angeles, 120 miles east of San Diego, and
60 miles west of Yuma. The City in its entirety is approximately 5,516.8 acres or 8.62 square
miles, and functions as an important binational gateway between Southern California and Baja
California, Mexico. The City is bounded by unincorporated Imperial County to the north, with the
community of Heber located approximately two miles away. To the west, the All-American Canal
separates Calexico from surrounding agricultural lands and the Mt. Signal Solar Farm. The City's
eastern boundary adjoins unincorporated Imperial County, while its southern boundary is defined
by the U.S.—Mexico international border. The project location is comprised of 53 Housing Element
sites included in the Housing Element Sites Inventory, collectively referred to as the “housing
sites”. There is one additional rezone site assessed within this project, the Bowker site (APN: 059-
180-029), that shall be rezoned for Industrial. The housing sites are distributed throughout the
City and are primarily located in areas with existing or planned infrastructure and public services,
including proximity to major transportation corridors, as well as established residential
neighborhoods. Regional access to the City is provided via State Route (SR) 111, SR 98, and
Cole Blvd.

The City will adopt its 6th Cycle Housing Element in late 2026 which will cover the planning period
from October 15, 2021 to October 15, 2029. The project consists of the following components: 1)
the City of Calexico 6th Cycle 2021-2029 Housing Element (Housing Element); 2) associated
General Plan Amendments, including the corresponding consistency updates to the City of
Calexico Land Use Element; 3) Zoning Ordinance Amendments to implement by-right housing
per the Housing Element; and 4) rezoning the Bowker site, APN 059-180-029, from Residential
Condominium (RC) to Industrial (). These project components make up the term “proposed
project,” or “project”. The proposed project does not approve specific development projects.
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Rather, it establishes regulatory and policy changes that would allow future development
consistent with amended land use designations and zoning standards.

Anticipated Significant Environmental Effects
The DEIR’s analysis of project impacts identified significant impacts on the following:

Agricultural Resources (farmland conversion, changes to the existing environment)
e Air Quality (cumulative net increase of criteria pollutants)
Biological Resources (sensitive and special status species, sensitive natural communities,
wetlands, and wildlife corridors)
e Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources (historic resources, archaeological resources,
religious and sacred uses, or tribal cultural resources)
Geology and Soils (paleontological resources and unique geology)
Greenhouse Gas (greenhouse gas emissions, policies, plans, and regulations)
Hazards and Hazardous Materials (airport hazards)
Land Use and Planning (conflict with applicable Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan)
Noise (noise standards, groundborne vibration)
Transportation (VMT)

The following impacts would be reduced to less than significant levels after mitigation is
implemented:

Biology:
e Potential to impact sensitive and special status wildlife species, sensitive natural wildlife
communities, wetlands or other jurisdictional waters, and wildlife nursery sites.

Geology and Sails:
e Potential to impact paleontological resources.

Noise:
e Potential to impact noise levels in excess of standards, groundborne vibration.

However, the following would remain significant and unavoidable:

Agriculture:

o With mitigation, impacts associated with the conversion of Farmland and other changes
in the existing environment that could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural
uses would be reduced, but not to a less than significant level. Therefore, impacts relating
to conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural uses would remain significant and
unavoidable.

Air Quality:
o With implementation of mitigation measures, architectural coating impacts and
construction-related emissions associated with future development would be reduced to
a level less than significant. However, because the level of fugitive PM10 reduction cannot
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be known at this time, construction-related impacts at development sites would remain
significant and unavoidable.

Cultural and Tribal Cultural:

e The potential for future development to affect significant historic and archaeological
resources would be evaluated at the project level because the specific characteristics of
future development are not known at the program level. Despite mitigation, it cannot be
determined at the program level that impacts to significant cultural and tribal cultural
resources would be fully avoided or reduced to a less than significant level. Therefore,
impacts would remain significant and unavoidable.

Greenhouse Gas:

e Although future development would be required to evaluate and reduce project-specific
GHG emissions consistent with mitigation, the design and operational characteristics of
future projects are unknown, so the extent to which project-level mitigation would reduce
GHG emissions cannot be determined at this time. Therefore, after mitigation, program-
level GHG impacts would remain significant and unavoidable.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials:
¢ With implementation of mitigation, the safety hazard related to airports would be reduced
for people residing in the project area. However, because the specific characteristics of
future development and site conditions are not known at this program level, it cannot be
determined whether the mitigation would reduce impacts to less than significant. As such,
impacts would remain significant and unavoidable.

Land Use and Planning:
¢ Implementation of mitigation would reduce the potential environmental effects associated
with the project's inconsistency with the applicable Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan
(ALUCP). However, because the specific characteristics of future development and site
conditions are not known at this program level, it cannot be determined whether the
mitigation would reduce impacts to less than significant. As such, the impact would remain
significant and unavoidable.

Transportation:

e With implementation of mitigation, multiple housing sites received vehicle miles traveled
(VMT) reductions that meet the minimum VMT to mitigate the impacts to level below
significance. However, there are remaining housing sites that do not meet the minimum
VMT needed to mitigate the impacts to levels below significance. Therefore, impacts
associated with VMT would remain significant and unavoidable impacts.

Public Review Process

The purpose of this Notice, consistent with Sections 15086 and 15087 of the State CEQA
Guidelines is to consult with and request comments on the Draft EIR’s environmental analyses
from responsible agencies, organizations, and interested parties. As mandated by State law, the
minimum public review period for this document is 45 days. The Draft EIR is available for public
review and comment beginning Friday, September 11, 2026 and ending on October 26, 2026.
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The DEIR and all related technical studies are available for review during the public review period
at the offices of the City of Calexico Planning and Building Department at 608 Heber Avenue,
Calexico, California 92231. Copies of the DEIR are also available at the following public location:

City of Calexico
Camarena Memorial Library
850 Encinas Ave
Calexico, CA 92231

The DEIR can be downloaded from the City’s website at:

https://www.calexico.ca.gov/index.asp?SEC=75E0B2A9-8 C2E-438C-AEQA-E87942C3F18B

All comments concerning this environmental document must be submitted in writing to Michael
Coyne, Planning and Building Director, prior to the close of the public comment period as noted
above. Please include a return address and contact name with your written comments. The City
will consider all written comments received during the noticed public review period prior to
approving the project.
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