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Subject: Paradise High School Expansion Project  

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR) 

SCH No. 2026030647 

 

Dear David McCready: 

 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received and reviewed the Notice of 

Availability of a DEIR from Paradise Unified School District (School District) for the Paradise 

High School Expansion Project (Project) pursuant the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) statute and guidelines.1 CDFW previously submitted comments in response to the 

Notice of Preparation of the DEIR on March 30, 2026. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those 

activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish, wildlife, native plants, and 

their habitat. Likewise, CDFW appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding 

those aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may need to exercise its own regulatory 

authority under the Fish and Game Code. 

 

CDFW ROLE 

 

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those resources 

in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, subd. (a) & 1802; 

Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).) CDFW, in its trustee 

capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of fish, 

 
1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA Guidelines” are 

found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000. 
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wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those 

species. (Fish & G. Code, § 1802.) Similarly for purposes of CEQA, CDFW provides, as 

available, biological expertise during public agency environmental review efforts, focusing 

specifically on projects and related activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish 

and wildlife resources. 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY  

 

The Project site is located at the northwest corner of the Maxwell Drive and Elliott Road 

intersection in the Town of Paradise, Butte County, California. The Project is located along 

the existing southern boundary of the Paradise High School Campus and includes five 

Assessor Parcel Numbers: 053-111-015, 053-111-014, 053-111-028, 053-111-030, and 053-111-

034.  

The Project would occur on a 7.31-acre site and consists of the construction of a new 

parking lot, agricultural building, and football stadium and practice sports field. 

Construction would include grading and excavation, trenching for site utilities, building 

construction, architectural coatings, and driveway and walkway construction.  

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist the School District in 

adequately identifying and, where appropriate, mitigating the Project’s significant, or 

potentially significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources.  

COMMENT 1: Tree Roosting Bats, 3.4 Biological Resources, page 3.4-9 through 3.4-16 

 

Issue: Bats are considered non-game mammals and are protected by state law from take 

and/or harassment (California Fish and Game Code § 4150, § 2126, § 3007; California Code 

of Regulation, Title 14, § 251.1). Several bat species are also considered species of special 

concern (SSC), which meet the CEQA definition of rare, threatened, or endangered species 

(CEQA Guidelines § 15380).  

 

The DEIR states that there is low potential for silver-hair bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans) and 

Yuma myotis (Myotis yumanensis) to occur onsite due to limited habitat suitability and then 

rules out this potential by stating that there is no suitable roosting habitat present onsite. 

However, the Project includes the removal of 18 trees. From review of the Project site 

photographs and Google StreetView, this includes mature conifer and oak trees. Hollows, 

cavities, foliage, and exfoliating bark on these trees could provide suitable roosting habitat 

for tree roosting bats that are known to occur in the Project vicinity including Yuma myotis, 

silver-haired bat, pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus), hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus), fringed myotis 

(Myotis thysanodes), long-eared myotis (Myotis evotis), and long-legged myotis (Myotis 

volans).  

 

Without an analysis of the type, quality, and quantity of roosting bat habitat within the 

Project site and appropriate emergence surveys for presence/absence, it is unclear if there 
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are bats present that could be impacted by the Project. The presence of bats in trees that 

will be removed during construction could result in direct mortality. Additionally, if there is 

roosting habitat in trees that will be removed, the Project would result in the permanent loss 

of roosting and nursery habitat. The DEIR, as written, does not sufficiently analyze or disclose 

impacts to bats nor does it include mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts to bats 

and native nursery sites to a level of less than-significant. 

 

CDFW previously submitted a similar comment in response to the Notice of Preparation of 

the DEIR. 

 

Recommendation: To reduce Project impacts to bats and native nursery sites to a less-than-

significant level, CDFW recommends that a biologist with education and experience in bat 

biology and identification survey the Project site for potentially suitable bat roosting habitat. 

The habitat assessment should include a visual inspection of suitable habitat features (i.e., 

tree cavities and exfoliating bark) for bat roosting habitat within the Project. Suitable roosting 

sites should be mapped, photographed, and evidence of bat presence noted (i.e., bat 

guano or urine staining). The methodology and results of the bat habitat assessment should 

be incorporated into the DEIR. If bat roosting habitat is present, mitigation measures should 

be included in the DEIR to mitigate potential impacts to bats and nursery sites. These 

measures could include, but are not limited to: 

 

• Timing tree removal to avoid critical bat life stages (maternity season - April 15 to 

August 31 and torpor season - October 15 to March 1);  

• Requiring bat pre-construction emergence survey(s) conducted by a biologist with 

education and experience in bat biology and identification immediately prior to the 

initiation of tree removal; and  

• If bats are roosting in trees slated for removal, CDFW should be consulted prior to tree 

removal. 

 

Additionally, CDFW recommends the following language be incorporated into the DEIR to 

help reduce potential impacts to bats and native nursery sites to a less-than-significant level: 

 

"Replacement Structures. If bat roosts cannot be avoided, replacement roost structures shall 

be designed to accommodate the bat species they are intended for. Replacement roost 

structures shall be designed and installed in close coordination with a qualified bat biologist. 

The size of suitable roosting habitat to be removed shall be quantified by the bat biologist 

and a minimum of twice the roosting habitat shall be installed in close proximity to the 

removed roost habitat. Replacement roost habitat shall be monitored by a qualified bat 

biologist for a minimum of two years to document bat use and monitoring reports shall be 

submitted to the School District and CDFW.” 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

 

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative 

declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or 
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supplemental environmental determinations (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).) 

Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural communities detected 

during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field 

survey form can be found at the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/ 

Submitting-Data. The completed form can be submitted online or mailed electronically to 

CNDDB at the following email address: CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. 

 

FILING FEES 

 

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of 

filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination by the 

Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by CDFW. Payment 

of the fee is required in order for the underlying project approval to be operative, vested, 

and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 

21089.) 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21092 and § 21092.2, CDFW requests written notification 

of proposed actions and pending decisions regarding the proposed project. Written 

notifications shall be directed to: California Department of Fish and Wildlife North Central 

Region, 1701 Nimbus Road, Rancho Cordova, CA  95670 or emailed to 

R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov. 

 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the DEIR for the Paradise High School 

Expansion Project to assist the School District in identifying and mitigating Project impacts on 

biological resources. CDFW personnel are available for consultation regarding biological 

resources and strategies to minimize and/or mitigate impacts. Questions regarding this letter 

or further coordination should be directed to Sammi Olson, Environmental Scientist at (916) 

880-8324 or samantha.olson@wildlife.ca.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Morgan Kilgour, PhD 

Regional Manager 

 

ec: Melissa Stanfield, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisory) 

Sammi Olson, Environmental Scientist  

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 

 Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento 
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