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moistened, and recompacted. Upon completion of remedial grading, fine grading would be conducted to create 

development pads, establish access roads, and construct a water quality/detention basin. Permanent cut slopes 

would be constructed at a slope angle ratio not exceeding 3:1 (horizontal: vertical) around site perimeter.  

Excavation and rough grading will involve the removal, storage, and disposal of earth, sand, gravel, vegetation, 

organic and deleterious substances, loose rock, boulders, and other debris, consistent with the recommendations 

of the geotechnical report. Materials deemed suitable for backfill will be stockpiled in small quantities at assigned 

locations. In the event of encountering contaminated materials during excavation, all removal and disposal 

procedures will adhere strictly to relevant federal, state, and local regulations.  

Earthwork volume during the grading phase of the project is estimated to be 37,743 cubic yards of cut and 38,336 

cubic yards of fill. A total of 593 cubic yards of soil would be exported from the site requiring 30 heavy truck trips. 

See Appendix A for the grading plan.  

Equipment Installation 

After rough grading has been conducted all necessary below-grade construction—installation of structure and 

equipment foundations, underground ducts, and the ground grid—would begin. Once earthwork and below-grade 

activities have been completed, above-grade construction and equipment installation would take place. The 

enclosure would be erected, and major equipment and structures would be installed and anchored on their 

respective foundations. Major electrical and terminal equipment, such as the converter transformers, would be 

delivered to the terminal site and placed directly on foundations. 

Other equipment, such riser structures, bus, conduit, cable trench, and rebar, would be received and temporarily 

stored at a staging area before installation. After construction, temporary disturbance areas would be recontoured 

to match pre-construction grades. 

Tower Foundation Installation 

To install foundations to support the gen tie towers, a truck- or track-mounted excavators or drill rigs will dig holes 

for each steel substation termination structure. These holes will measure between 5 and 10 feet in diameter and 

reach depths of 15 to 30 feet. Each foundation will require the excavation and removal of about 15 to 130 cubic 

yards of material from the site, which will then be replaced by an equivalent amount of concrete. 

After excavation, a reinforced steel cage along with anchor bolts will be positioned inside each hole before being 

backfilled with concrete. Concrete forms at the surface help achieve the required pier height above ground level. 

When fully cured, the steel substation termination structure is fastened to the foundation using the embedded 

anchor bolts. 

Tower Structure Delivery and Assembly 

Steel substation termination structures will be delivered to each designated temporary work pad in multiple 

segments via flatbed trucks. Depending on construction conditions, assembly may occur either at ground level or 

through aerial framing methods. For ground assembly, a small crane or forklift will position the structure segments, 

which will then be connected using hydraulic jacks—if they fit together by slipping—or secured with bolts. Upon 

completion of ground assembly, a large crane will lift the entire assembled structure onto the anchor bolts extending 

from the drilled pier foundation. 
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Operational Emissions 

Emissions from the operational phase of the Project were estimated using CalEEMod 2022.1. Operational 

year 2025 was assumed following completion of construction. 

Area Sources 

The area source category calculates direct sources of air pollutant emissions located at the Project site, 

including consumer product use and landscape maintenance equipment. CalEEMod defaults were used to 

estimate emissions from area sources during operation of the Project.  

Consumer products are various solvents used in non-industrial applications which emit VOCs during their 

product use, including detergents; cleaning compounds; polishes; floor finishes; cosmetics; personal care 

products; home, lawn, and garden products; disinfectants; sanitizers; aerosol paints; and automotive specialty 

products. Consumer product VOC emissions are estimated in CalEEMod based on the floor area of buildings 

and on the default factor of pounds of VOC per building square foot per day. The CalEEMod default utilization 

rates and emission factors were assumed.  

Landscape maintenance includes fuel combustion emissions from equipment such as lawn mowers, 

rototillers, shredders/grinders, blowers, trimmers, chainsaws, and hedge trimmers, as well as air 

compressors, generators, and pumps. The emissions associated from landscape equipment use were 

estimated using CalEEMod. The emission factors are multiplied by the number of summer days that 

represent the number of operational days.  

Energy Sources 

As represented in CalEEMod, energy sources include emissions associated with building electricity and 

natural gas usage. Electricity use would contribute indirectly to criteria air pollutant emissions; however, 

the emissions from electricity use are only quantified for greenhouse gases (GHGs) in CalEEMod, since 

criteria pollutant emissions occur at the site of the power plant, which is typically off site. The Project does 

not include the use of natural gas during operation. Therefore, no emissions associated with energy sources 

were quantified for the air quality analysis. The auxiliary energy use associated with the Project was 

provided by the Applicant and estimated to be 17,905 megawatt-hours per year. 

Offroad Equipment Sources 

During irregular maintenance, the Project may require the movement or replacement of battery enclosures 

during the lifetime of the Project. As such, the use of a crane was assumed to assist the lifting and 

movement of the BESS containers. CalEEMod was used to estimate emissions of the crane assuming 1 day 

of operation every 5 years. 

Mobile Sources 

Following the completion of construction activities, the Project would generate criteria pollutant emissions 

from mobile sources (vehicular traffic) as a result of the periodic maintenance of the Project. The Project 

was assumed to require up to 12 employees visiting the site for maintenance five days per week per. The 

estimated trip lengths and trip modes were based on CalEEMod defaults. CalEEMod was used to estimate 

emissions from proposed vehicular sources (refer to Attachment A). CalEEMod default data, including 
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temperature, trip characteristics, variable start information, emissions factors, and trip distances, were 

conservatively used for the model inputs. Project-related traffic was assumed to include a mixture of 

vehicles in accordance with the associated use, as modeled within CalEEMod, which is based on the CARB 

EMFAC2021 model. Emission factors representing the vehicle mix and emissions for 2025 were used to 

estimate emissions associated with vehicular sources. 

Stationary Sources 

The Project will install one emergency Diesel generator (260 horsepower) for emergency safety systems 

during a power outage that lasts longer than 24-48 hours. This 24-hour window would provide operations 

personnel enough time to safely de-energize and isolate equipment during operation. CalEEMod was used 

to estimate criteria air pollutant emissions of the generator assuming 1 hour per day and 50 hours per year 

for maintenance and testing. 

Table 3.3-5 presents the maximum daily emissions associated with operation of the project in 2025 at 

buildout. The values shown are the maximum summer and winter daily emissions results from CalEEMod. 

Complete details of the emissions calculations are provided in Appendix D-1. 

Table 3.3-5. Estimated Maximum Daily Operation Criteria Air Pollutant Emissions 

Emissions Source 

VOC NOx CO SOx PM10 PM2.5 

Pounds per Day 

Area <0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 <0.01 

Energy 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Mobile 0.14 0.03 0.23 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 

Offroad 0.23 2.20 2.08 0.01 0.09 0.09 

Stationary 0.43 1.19 1.09 0.00 0.06 0.06 

Total 0.79 3.43 3.40 <0.01 0.16 0.15 

SCAQMD Threshold 55 55 550 150 150 55 

Threshold Exceeded? No No No No No No 

Notes: VOC = volatile organic compound; NOx = oxides of nitrogen; CO = carbon monoxide; SOx = sulfur oxides; PM10 = coarse 

particulate matter; PM2.5 = fine particulate matter; SCAQMD = South Coast Air Quality Management District. 

See Attachment A for complete results. Columns may not add due to rounding.  

As shown in Table 3.3-5, the Project would not exceed SCAQMD’s significance thresholds during operations. 

Therefore, operational impacts associated with criteria air pollutant emissions would be less 

than significant. 

As previously discussed, the SCAB has been designated as a federal nonattainment area for O3 and PM2.5 

and a state nonattainment area for O3, PM10, and PM2.5. However, as indicated in Tables 3.3-4 and 3.3-5, 

Project-generated construction and operational emissions would not exceed the SCAQMD emission-based 

significance thresholds for VOCs, NOx, PM10, or PM2.5 after mitigation.  

Cumulative localized impacts would potentially occur if a project were to occur concurrently with another 

off-site project. However, future projects would be subject to CEQA and would require air quality analysis 

and, where necessary, mitigation. Criteria air pollutant emissions associated with construction activity of 

future projects would be reduced through implementation of control measures required by the SCAQMD. 
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Cumulative PM10 and PM2.5 emissions would be reduced because all future projects would be subject to 

SCAQMD Rule 403 (Fugitive Dust), which sets forth general and specific requirements for all sites in the 

SCAQMD. Additionally, cumulative VOC emissions would be reduced because all future projects would be 

subject to VOC regulation regarding the VOC content of the surface coatings. SCAQMD’s Rule 1113, 

Architectural Coatings, governs the VOC content for interior and exterior coatings. 

Therefore, the Project, inclusive of improvements to the SCE Valley Substation, would not result in a 

cumulatively considerable increase in emissions of nonattainment pollutants, and impacts would be less 

than significant during construction and operation. 

Health Effects of Criteria Air Pollutants 

Health effects associated with O3 include respiratory symptoms, worsening of lung disease leading to 

premature death, and damage to lung tissue (CARB 2021). VOCs and NOx are precursors to O3, for which 

the SCAB is designated as nonattainment with respect to the NAAQS and CAAQS. The contribution of VOCs 

and NOx to regional ambient O3 concentrations is the result of complex photochemistry. The increases in 

O3 concentrations in the SCAB due to O3 precursor emissions tend to be found downwind from the source 

location to allow time for the photochemical reactions to occur. However, the potential for exacerbating 

excessive O3 concentrations would also depend on the time of year that the VOC emissions would occur 

because exceedances of the O3 ambient air quality standards tend to occur between April and October 

when solar radiation is highest. The holistic effect of a single project’s emissions of O3 precursors is 

speculative because of the lack of quantitative methods to assess this impact. Because construction and 

operation of the Project would not result in O3 precursor emissions (i.e., VOCs or NOX) that would exceed 

the SCAQMD thresholds, as shown in Tables 3.3-4 and 3.3-5, the Project is not anticipated to substantially 

contribute to regional O3 concentrations and their associated health impacts. 

Health effects associated with NOx include lung irritation and enhanced allergic responses (CARB 2021). 

Construction and operation of the Project would not generate NOx emissions that would exceed the 

SCAQMD mass daily thresholds; therefore, construction and operation of the Project is not anticipated to 

contribute to exceedances of the NAAQS and CAAQS for NO2 or contribute to associated health effects. In 

addition, the SCAB is designated as in attainment of the NAAQS and CAAQS for NO2, and the existing NO2 

concentrations in the area are well below the NAAQS and CAAQS standards.  

Health effects associated with CO include chest pain in patients with heart disease, headache, light-

headedness, and reduced mental alertness (CARB 2021). CO tends to be a localized impact associated with 

congested intersections. Although CO hotspots are discussed in more detail below (Section 3.3 (c)) projects 

contributing to adverse traffic impacts may result in the formation of CO hotspots. O&M staff would generate 

approximately 24 vehicle trips per workday which would be well under the level that would result in CO 

hotspots at any study intersection and therefore the Project would not create a CO hotspot during operation. 

Thus, the Project’s CO emissions would not contribute to the health effects associated with this pollutant. 

Health effects associated with PM10 and PM2.5 include premature death and hospitalization, primarily for 

worsening of respiratory disease (CARB 2021). As with O3 and NOX, and as shown in Tables 3.3-4 and 3.3-5, 

the Project would not generate emissions of PM10 or PM2.5 that would exceed the SCAQMD’s thresholds. 

Accordingly, the Project’s PM10 and PM2.5 emissions are not expected to cause an increase in related health 

effects for this pollutant. 
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reestablishment credits (4:1) and 0.25 acres of rehabilitation credits (2:1), totaling 0.82 acres of 

compensatory mitigation.  

Conversely, applicant-lead off-site compensatory mitigation of the immediately adjacent temporary laydown 

yard parcel, as described in Appendix E3, would provide superior or equivalent preservation of riparian and 

riverine resources as well. The off-site mitigation approach could result in up to approximately 0.25 acres 

of vernal pool rehabilitation, 0.45 acres of vernal pool reestablishment, and 0.02 acres of swale 

reestablishment which could serve as a total of 0.72 acres of mitigation (minimum 3:1 mitigation) for 

impacts to MSHCP Section 6.1.2 vernal pool and riverine resources on the project site. Enhancement of 

upland buffer zones around vernal pools would offer approximately 4.22 acres of mitigation which may also 

count toward vernal pool mitigation, providing superior preservation than what currently exists and would 

be impacted on the project site. Furthermore, implementation of stormwater BMPs and the MSHCP 

Urban/Wildlife Interface Guidelines will reduce indirect project impacts to MSHCP riparian/riverine 

resources. Mitigation Measure MM-BIO-1 requires implementation of the DBESP and ensures replacement 

of any lost function and values of the riparian/riverine habitat.  

Several existing aquatic features are present on the laydown parcel, including two ephemeral basins along 

the southeastern boundary (Figure 6: Conceptual Mitigation Area Map of Appendix E3). The basins 

contained ponded water in January of 2024 and showed clear evidence of wetland indicators like soil 

cracks and hydrophytic non-native vegetation in June 2024 reconnaissance surveys.  

Additionally, a larger ephemeral basin/seasonal wetland exists at the southwest corner of the laydown 

yard/mitigation site (Figure 6 of Appendix E3) where vegetation is dominated by the ruderal, non-native 

wetland indicator plant curly dock. This feature was inundated in February 2024 and is adjacent (to the 

north of) to a larger feature that appears to be subject to significant ponding on historical aerial imagery. 

The National Wetlands Inventory displays a mapped freshwater emergent wetland on the site adjacent to 

this feature (USFWS 2024). No other National Wetlands Inventory features are mapped within the 

mitigation site boundaries.  

Although not clearly discernible during 2024 reconnaissance surveys due to the flat topography and 

disturbed nature of the site, a minor upland swale which bisects the northern portion of the site is clearly 

visible on historical aerial imagery, showing clearly defined drainage patterns and soil moisture (Google 

Earth 2024). A drainage ditch, which shows minor evidence of bed and bank, is present along the northern 

boundary of the site and the swale may have directed water toward this feature. A similar drainage ditch is 

present along the southeast boundary of the site, just south of the existing ephemeral basins. 

Lastly, two minor road ruts are located along the central-western boundary of the site, just east of Palomar 

Road, which held ponded water in February and March 2024. 

Vernal Pools 

The Project site contains one vernal pool where one vernal pool indicator species was observed to be 

abundant: slender woolly-marbles. The vernal pool consisted of almost 90% cover of slender woolly-

marbles. An aerial desktop review was conducted using historical aerial imagery. Based on this desktop 

review, the one ephemeral depression was observed immediately south of Case/Matthews Road on site. 

This depression appears to have held water in 2020, 2016, and 2012. These records also depend on what 

season the aerial photography was performed. This area would meet the MSHCP vernal pool definition. 
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arranged. Payment of MSHCP and Stephens’ kangaroo rat fees are intended to offset habitat losses for 

animals such as Stephens’ kangaroo rat, coyote, and bird species that might utilize the Project site. The 

impacts that might occur on-site are what the Western Riverside County MSHCP anticipated in areas not 

situated in Criteria Area Cells (i.e., potential future MSHCP Reserve lands). Impacts are primarily offset 

through MSHCP fee payment and Stephens’ kangaroo rat fee payment. Overall, the Project would not 

conflict with the relevant provisions of the MSHCP, and a less than significant impact would occur in this 

regard with the implementation COA-BIO-1 through COA-BIO-3.  

As described in Section 3.4 b) and c), the Project site supports riparian/riverine resources and vernal pool 

as defined by the MSHCP. The proposed Project would result in the permanent loss of approximately 0.11 

acres of MSHCP riparian/riverine resources and 0.12 acres of vernal pool resource. There would be no 

temporary impacts to riparian/riverine resources or the vernal pool resource. To remain consistent with the 

MSHCP, the Project has prepared a DBESP identifying avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures 

for impacts to riverine resources. With implementation of MM-BIO-1 (Implementation of Determination of 

Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation), the Project is consistent with Section 6.1.2 of the MSHCP, 

and impacts would be less than significant.  

Improvements to the SCE Valley Substation would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by 

existing infrastructure. Construction and operation would not conflict with an adopted Habitat Conservation 

Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved state, regional, or local habitat conservation 

plan. SCE would also implement standard measures and BMPs during construction and operation. 

Construction, operation and maintenance of the SCE interconnection infrastructure would result in no 

impact related to an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other 

approved state, regional, or local habitat conservation plan 

Standard Conditions of Approval 

COA-BIO-1 Burrowing Owl Pre-Construction Surveys 

Due to the presence of potentially suitable habitat, a 30-day preconstruction survey for burrowing 

owls is required prior to initial ground-disturbing activities (including vegetation clearing, clearing 

and grubbing, tree removal, site watering, equipment staging, grading, etc.) to ensure that no owls 

have colonized the site in the days or weeks preceding the ground-disturbing activities. If burrowing 

owls have colonized the Project site prior to the initiation of ground-disturbing activities, the Project 

proponent will immediately inform the Regional Conservation Authority (RCA) and the Wildlife 

Agencies and will need to coordinate further with RCA and the Wildlife Agencies, including the 

possibility of preparing a Burrowing Owl Protection and Relocation Plan, prior to initiating ground 

disturbance. If ground-disturbing activities occur, but the site is left undisturbed for more than 30 

days, a pre-construction survey will again be necessary to ensure burrowing owl has not colonized 

the site since it was last disturbed. If burrowing owl is found, the same coordination described 

above will be necessary. 

COA-BIO-2 Nesting Birds. 

To maintain compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code, if 

ground-disturbing and/or vegetation clearance activities are scheduled to occur during the avian 

nesting season (typically February 15 through August 31), a pre-construction nesting bird survey 
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Natural Gas 

The operation of the Project is not anticipated to require any onsite natural gas consumption. Fuels used 

for the operation of the facility would consist primarily of diesel and gasoline. Any minor amounts of natural 

gas that may be consumed as a result of Project operation would have a negligible contribution to the 

Project’s overall energy consumption.  

Petroleum 

During operations, the majority of fuel consumption resulting from the Project would involve the use of 

cranes and forklifts, routine tests of the diesel-powered onsite emergency generator, and motor vehicles 

traveling to and from the Project site.  

Petroleum fuel consumption associated with motor vehicles traveling to and from the Project site is a function 

of the VMT as a result of Project operation. Like construction worker and vendor trips, fuel consumption from 

worker and truck trips are estimated by converting the total CO2 emissions from operation of the Project to 

gallons using the conversion factors for CO2 to gallons of gasoline or diesel. Mobile source emissions were 

estimated using EMFAC2021. Calculations for annual mobile source fuel consumption are provided in 

Table 3.6-2.  

Table 3.6-2. Operational Annual Mobile Source Petroleum Demand 

Fuel Source Vehicle MT CO2 kg/CO2/Gallon Gallons 

Gasoline Vehicles 3,40830.00 8.78 263 

Diesel Vehicles 10.00 10.21 935 

Total 1,198 

Sources: Trips and vehicle CO2 (Appendix D-1); kg/CO2/Gallon (The Climate Registry 2023). 

Notes: MT = metric ton; CO2 = carbon dioxide; kg = kilogram 

As shown in Table 3.6-2, total annual petroleum consumption for the Project is estimated to be 

1,198 gallons. 

Summary 

In summary, implementation of the Project would increase the demand for electricity at the Project site and 

petroleum consumption in the region during construction and operation. However, as the Project would be 

consistent with current regulations and policies, the Project would not be wasteful, inefficient, and would 

not result in unnecessary energy resource consumption. The Project’s energy consumption demands during 

construction and operation would conform to the State’s Title 24 standards such that the Project would not 

be expected to wastefully use gas and electricity. Since the proposed Project would comply with Title 24 

conservation standards, the proposed Project, including SCE Valley Substation improvements, would not 

directly require the construction of new energy generation or supply facilities or result in wasteful, 

inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy. Moreover, vehicle usage associated with the Project 

would use less petroleum due to advances in fuel economy over time. Therefore, impacts would be less 

than significant. 
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MMC and fire code and with all local, state, and federal requirements related to Project design, operations, 

and accident responses. Further, the Project would be subject to and implemented in accordance with the 

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), International Fire Code (IFC), Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA), the California Fire Code (CFC), and California Environmental Protection Agency 

requirements. A Hazard Mitigation Analysis (HMA) (Appendix I) has been prepared for the Project as 

required by the Menifee Development Code (Title 9, Article 5: Special Use Standards, Chapter 9.297 Energy 

Storage Facilities). The HMA concluded that the risk of thermal runaway and or chemical release due to 

battery failure is low with compliance with CFC 1207 and other applicable codes and standards. Numerous 

nationally and internationally recognized standards and codes have been developed to inform safe 

manufacturing, construction, installation, and operation of energy storage systems. The HMA includes a 

detailed overview of the standards listed below. 

2021 International Fire Code: contains regulations to safeguard against fires and other hazards and 

addresses general precautions, emergency planning and preparedness, fire department access and water 

supplies, automatic sprinkler systems, fire alarm systems, special hazards, and other matters. 

California Fire Code BESSs are highly regulated under Chapter 12 of the CFC. These regulations set strict 

standards for installation and operation of such systems, including internal fire detection and suppression 

systems and require hazard assessments prior to commercial operation.  

Senate Bill 38 signed into law by Governor Newsome in October 2023, amended Section 761.3 of the 

California Public Utilities Code to address safety concerns with battery energy storage (BESS) facilities. The 

law requires that every battery energy storage facility located in California establish an emergency response 

and emergency action plan that covers the facility. The owner/operator of the facility must coordinate with 

local emergency management agencies, unified program agencies, and local first responders to develop 

the response and action plan, establish a notification and communication procedure, and consider 

potential offsite impacts to the surrounding community and environment.  

NFPA 855 Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems: provides the minimum 

requirements for mitigating the hazards associated with energy storage systems. The design, installation, 

commissioning, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of energy storage Facilities must comply 

with standards outlined by NFPA 855. The standard includes site design standards such as maximum 

energy and spacing between units. Compliance with these standards is documented through several 

studies and reports that must be submitted to the regulating governmental entity, including 1) HMA, 2) 

Emergency Response Plan, 3) details of all safety systems, and more. 

UL 9540 UL 9540 is the safety standard for energy storage equipment, including batteries, that is required 

under NFPA 855. NFPA 855 requires that batteries included in energy storage projects are listed to the 

safety specifications included in UL 9540 and undergo rigorous fire testing. This standard ensures that 

equipment incorporated into battery energy storage facilities are tested, certified and safe for operation on 

the electric grid 

Concurrent with Project approval, approval of the HMA by the Menifee Fire Department is required. Upon 

approval of the HMA, the Menifee Fire Department will implement the necessary conditions of approval to 

ensure that any and all technologies used on-site will have proper accident procedures in place to mitigate 

any potential impacts from failures that could occur during normal operation of the Project.  
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comply with the provisions of MMC Chapter 15.01 and control stormwater runoff so as to prevent any 

likelihood of adversely affecting human health or the environment. Prior to issuance of a grading permit the 

Director of Public Works would identify the BMP’s that may be implemented to prevent such deterioration 

and the manner of implementation. Documentation on the effectiveness of BMP’s implemented to reduce 

the discharge of pollutants to the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) would be required when 

requested by the Director of Public Works.  

Following compliance with NPDES and MMC requirements, the Project’s construction-related activities 

would not violate water quality or waste discharge requirements. Additionally, the Project would be subject 

to the Western Riverside MSHCP Consistency Approval and the Riverside County Flood Control and Water 

Conservation District Encroachment Permit. A less than significant impact would occur in this regard and 

no mitigation is required. 

Operation of the proposed BESS would increase impervious surfaces that could contribute to erosion 

resulting in degradation of water quality. Project design incorporates a landscape plan that includes 

hardscaping, drought resistant vegetation, and stormwater basins to contain storm water flows that would 

otherwise contribute to water quality. Inclusion of hardscaping and vegetation would stabilize soils during 

the life of the Project reducing erosion. A Project-specific Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) has been 

prepared to ensure the Project’s compliance with regulations pertaining to water quality and waste 

discharge (see Appendix C).  

Urban stormwater runoff is covered under the municipal permit for Riverside County, the NPDES MS4 

Permit for stormwater and non-stormwater discharges from the MS4 within the Riverside County Flood 

Control and Water Conservation District (CAS618033, Order No. R8-2010-0033). The City of Menifee is a 

Co-Permittee (Discharger) under the MS4 Permit. Each Co-Permittee is required to ensure that an 

appropriate WQMP is prepared for “New Development” (and “Significant Redevelopment”) Projects for 

which a map or permit for discretionary approval is sought. The New Development category includes new 

developments that create 10,000 square feet or more of impervious surface (collectively over the entire 

Project site). The WQMP is required to include site design (including, where feasible, Low Impact 

Development [LID] principles), Source Control and Treatment Control elements to reduce the discharge of 

pollutants in urban runoff. Surface drainage from the Project site would be directed through the Project site 

storm drain system to two detention basins on the southwest perimeter of the site. The Romoland Drainage 

Channel route flows along the southern boundary of the Project site, into the City of Menifee municipal 

storm drain system. The proposed drainage design will utilize two new bioretention basins to meet LID 

requirements for Riverside County before discharging into the Romoland Stormwater Channel to the south 

of the site. Additionally, MMC Section 15.01.015(C) specifies that new development Projects shall control 

stormwater runoff so as to prevent any deterioration of water quality that would impair subsequent or 

competing uses of the water. The Director of Public Works would identify the BMP’s that may be 

implemented to prevent such deterioration and identify the manner of implementation. Documentation on 

the effectiveness of BMP’s implemented to reduce the discharge of pollutants to the MS4 is required when 

requested by the Director of Public Works. BMPs would also be required for SCE Valley Substation 

improvements. 

Following compliance with the existing water quality regulatory framework (i.e., NPDES and MMC), including 

implementation of BMP’s specified in the Project WQMP. Project operations would not violate water quality 

or waste discharge requirements. A less than significant impact would occur, and no mitigation is required. 
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9, Traffic, Patrol, Crime Scene Investigators, Code Enforcement, Records, Investigations Unit, Problem 

Oriented Policing, and Court Ordered Registrants. The MPD would be provided the opportunity to review the 

Project’s design to verify that all feasible crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED) strategies 

are incorporated. CPTED is a way of designing the built environment to create a safer built environment. 

CPTED elements include the strategic use of nighttime security lighting, avoidance of landscaping and 

fencing that limit sightlines, and use of a single, clearly identifiable point of entry. Therefore, impacts would 

be less than significant. Additionally, fees are required on new developments to pay for new facilities. 

Funding for the operation and maintenance of existing services comes from the City’s General Fund, 

Measure DD funds, as well as County Service Area 86 monies. It is anticipated that the Project site would 

be adequately served by existing MPD facilities, equipment, and personnel such that new facilities would 

not be required. Because the Project site is not residential, although some calls for service are anticipated, 

the increase for police services would not be significantly impacted due to construction and operation of 

the BESS Facility. Additionally, the Project would not have a significant impact on police response times, 

because the Project site is within the Police’s existing service area. SCE Valley Substation improvements 

would not increase the number of existing employees or otherwise place additional demands on MPD 

protection services. Therefore, Project impacts, including improvements to the SCE Valley Substation, 

concerning police protection services would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

Additionally, the Project does not propose, and would not create a need for, new/physically altered police 

protection facilities; thus, less than significant environmental impacts would occur in this regard.  

Schools? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project site and SCE Valley Substation are within the jurisdiction of the 

Menifee Union School District and Perris Union High School District. The Project, including SCE Valley 

Substation improvements, would not nominally/incrementally increase demand for school 

facilities/services. However, the Project would be subject to payment of school impact fees in accordance 

with SB 50. Pursuant to Government Code Section 65995(3)(h), “payment of statutory fees is deemed to 

be full and complete mitigation of the impacts of any legislative or adjudicative act, or both, involving, but 

not limited to, the planning, use or development of real property…” Therefore, Project impacts to schools 

would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. Additionally, the Project does not propose, and 

would not create a need for, new/physically altered school facilities; thus, less than environmental impacts 

would occur in this regard.  

Parks? 

No Impact. The Project, including SCE Valley Substation improvements, would not significantly bring new 

residents to the general area and the use of parks and other facilities has been accounted for in the GP. 

The proposed Project would not significantly increase the demand of such services and a less than 

significant impact would occur.  

Other public facilities? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project, including SCE Valley Substation improvements, would not 

significantly bring new residents to the general area and the use of other facilities has been accounted for 

in the GP. The proposed Project would not significantly increase the demand of such services and a less 

than significant impact would occur.  
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