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Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044  

From: Caltrans District 8 
464 W 4th St. 
San Bernardino, CA 92401 

Project Title: RICE ROAD DRIVEWAY IMPROVEMENTS PERMIT PROJECT # 0283 

Project Applicant: Jordan Trepp/ IP Easley, LLC 

Project Location - Specific: Rice Road (SR-177) 

Project Location - City: Unincorporated   Project Location - County: Riverside County 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 

 An Encroachment permit project proposes to construct a private access road driveway 
at five locations, including the widening of Rice Road (SR 177) for the construction of 
exclusive northbound and southbound left lanes and a northbound right turn lane, to 
provide access to the proposed Easley Solar project. All work will take place in Caltrans 
Right-of-Way.  

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation, 
District 8 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of 
Transportation, District 8 

Exempt Status (check one): 
☐ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
☐ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
☐ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
☒ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:  Class 1(C) , Existing
Facilities,14 CCR § 15301
☐ Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt: 

This project is exempt under CEQA (Class 1(C)) Minor alteration of existing highway 
and Street involving negligible or no expansion of use, and no exceptions apply. No 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Categorical+Exemption+-+Class+1%2C+Existing+Facilities&sca_esv=ae1e161c6b0f2947&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1161US1164&biw=1244&bih=658&aic=0&ei=Ft57abHHI-KP0PEP4pWNoQI&ved=2ahUKEwiTztTyvrKSAxXMMjQIHVtrC6gQgK4QegQIAhAB&oq=+Class+1+%3D+CCR+Section+15301++Categorical+Exemption.+State+type+and+section+number%3A+Class+1+Section+15301&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiaSBDbGFzcyAxID0gQ0NSIFNlY3Rpb24gMTUzMDEgIENhdGVnb3JpY2FsIEV4ZW1wdGlvbi4gU3RhdGUgdHlwZSBhbmQgc2VjdGlvbiBudW1iZXI6IENsYXNzIDEgU2VjdGlvbiAxNTMwMTIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRirAjIFECEYqwIyBRAhGKsCSLFeUABYz05wAXgBkAEAmAGSAaAB4QOqAQMxLjO4AQzIAQD4AQH4AQKYAgKgAoECmAMAkgcDMC4yoAfCELIHAzAuMrgHgQLCBwMyLTLIBwuACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDZyv2zi4YEoAH62KjOflbfCzHIA_qniFeuvIkx6HQJNa2SEAPIge3pm8nJvafUhTS0JL-SLFmAEB2wF1gUfYxakvp6JIDSMUHROwbmlrPUwn225GS6JdEtcnQOetH04VA&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Categorical+Exemption+-+Class+1%2C+Existing+Facilities&sca_esv=ae1e161c6b0f2947&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1161US1164&biw=1244&bih=658&aic=0&ei=Ft57abHHI-KP0PEP4pWNoQI&ved=2ahUKEwiTztTyvrKSAxXMMjQIHVtrC6gQgK4QegQIAhAB&oq=+Class+1+%3D+CCR+Section+15301++Categorical+Exemption.+State+type+and+section+number%3A+Class+1+Section+15301&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiaSBDbGFzcyAxID0gQ0NSIFNlY3Rpb24gMTUzMDEgIENhdGVnb3JpY2FsIEV4ZW1wdGlvbi4gU3RhdGUgdHlwZSBhbmQgc2VjdGlvbiBudW1iZXI6IENsYXNzIDEgU2VjdGlvbiAxNTMwMTIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRirAjIFECEYqwIyBRAhGKsCSLFeUABYz05wAXgBkAEAmAGSAaAB4QOqAQMxLjO4AQzIAQD4AQH4AQKYAgKgAoECmAMAkgcDMC4yoAfCELIHAzAuMrgHgQLCBwMyLTLIBwuACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDZyv2zi4YEoAH62KjOflbfCzHIA_qniFeuvIkx6HQJNa2SEAPIge3pm8nJvafUhTS0JL-SLFmAEB2wF1gUfYxakvp6JIDSMUHROwbmlrPUwn225GS6JdEtcnQOetH04VA&csui=3
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work will take place beyond Form adapted from Appendix E of the CEQA Guidelines 
August 2024.  

Lead Agency Contact Person: Gita Tokhmafshan Phone number: 909-501-5742 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?
☐ Yes ☒ No

Signature: __________________ Date: 02/19/2026 Title: Sr. Environmental Planner 

☒ Signed by Lead Agency ☐ Signed by Applicant

Date Received for filing at OPR: 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 
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