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“Movie Ranch” is a term for a dedicated rural area used for the purpose of filming, most often 
for Western-themed movies, and later, television shows. At its beginnings in the 1910s and early 
1920s, Western-themed filming occurred at studio backlots or at unpermitted open locations 
nearby film studios. But aside from their open, rugged terrain which evoked the West, the need 
for the movie ranch arose from a need to get away from smog, ambient city noise, and airplane 
noise from above. Therefore, movie ranches tended to be some distance from urban 
development, including Hollywood itself.  
 
Open natural terrain, a key Western reference point, was a primary component of the movie 
ranch including Pioneertown, which has a distinctly varied natural setting. To the east and south, 
the Sawtooth mountains consisting of monzogranite boulders were used in movies intended to 
take place in Mexico or the southwest. To the north, flat lava-formed buttes were used in movies 
intended to take place in other parts of the American West such as Utah, Montana, or Colorado. 
To the west are the San Bernardino mountains, including the often snowcapped San Gorgornio 
Mountain peak, which 11,499 feet is Southern California’s highest.  
 
Another common movie ranch feature was the “chase road,” a purpose-built unpaved road upon 
which stage coach, horse chase or other scenes involving larger-scale movement or action were 
filmed.58 Pioneertown has a chase road: Skyline Ranch Road, which begins a quarter mile east of 
Mane Street, continuing for three miles as it cuts through the varied and picturesque landscape 
and viewsheds of monzogranite hills and buttes. Finally, the most frequently used movie ranches 
featured latter 19th-century Western-themed stage set structures, axially aligned as a Main Street, 
centered around an open area, or as a small Western town. Such structures typically one to two 
stories, were usually of purposely aged and stained variegated wood cladding, false fronts, folk 
Victorian theming, hand painted Western-themed signage, accompanied by wood boardwalks 
and hitching posts, among other design elements.  
  
Though Pioneertown saw over nearly 600 titles filmed, more widely used movie ranches saw 
titles in the thousands, if television episodes are individually counted.59 With references to some 
of the Westerns filmed at each, among the more widely used movie ranches included Iverson’s 
Ranch, which hosted filming as early as 1912 (Gunsmoke, Bonanza, Wagon Train, Lone Ranger, 
Zorro, The Roy Rogers Show, Zane Grey Theater), the adjacent Spahn Ranch, which was 
established in 1953 (The Outlaw, Bonanza), Corriganville, which was established in 1937 (Fort 
Apache, Have Gun Will Travel, Rawhide, The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin), Placerita/Monogram 
/Melody Ranch (Hopalong Cassidy, Tombstone, Death Valley Days, Annie Oakley, The Gene 
Autry Show), and Paramount Ranch, (Cisco Kid, Gunsmoke, Bat Masterson, and much later in 
the 1990s Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman).60  

                                                 
58 Rothel, An Ambush of Ghosts, 149.  
59 Rothel, An Ambush of Ghosts, 149.  
60 Rothel, An Ambush of Ghosts, 170–75, 188–93, 213–15; “Filming Location Matching “Spahn Ranch, Chatsworth, Los 
Angeles, California, USA” Internet Movie Database (IMDb). Available: 
https://www.imdb.com/search/title/?locations=Spahn+Ranch%2C+Chatsworth%2C+Los+Angeles%2C+California%2C+USA; 
“Filming Location Matching "Paramount Ranch - 2813 Cornell Road, Agoura, California, USA" Internet Movie Database 
(IMDb). Available: https://www.imdb.com/search/title/?locations=Paramount+Ranch+-
+2813+Cornell+Road%2C+Agoura%2C+California%2C+USA 
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Most of these movie ranches were located at various points north of Los Angeles, and they 
tended to be clustered. The upper San Fernando Valley and Santa Susana Mountains area 
featured Iverson Ranch, Spahn Ranch, and Corriganville; and the Placerita Canyon/ Newhall 
area featured Monogram Ranch- later purchased by Gene Autry and renamed Harmony Ranch, 
Walt Disney’s Golden Oak Ranch, The Andy Jauregui Ranch, and Walker Ranch. Slightly closer 
to Los Angeles, within the Santa Monica Mountains was the Paramount Ranch. Pioneertown, in 
the upper Mojave Desert, was fairly distant.  
 
Most of these facilities were not opened to the public on any regular basis, but instead were 
private property for filming purposes only. The exceptions are Corriganville, which from 1949 to 
1963 was open to the public on weekends as an amusement park with rodeos, stagecoach rides, 
and mock Indian troupes, and Pioneertown itself, the only movie ranch whose Western-themed 
stage sets were from the start to be actual commercial stores intended not only to service film 
production, but at non-filming periods, for the visiting public as well.61  
 
Beginning in the 1960s, encroaching development, with its ambient background noise, smog, and 
the loss of open viewsheds, not to mention the advent of freeways which bisected some of them, 
spelled the end for many of these facilities. But also by the late 1960s, the Western movie and 
television show began its widespread decline in popularity as American society and culture saw 
seismic shifts over that decade. Just as World War II echoed and enforced the US Western values 
that came before it, the complexity and loss of the Vietnam War did the opposite. Concurrently, 
a new counterculture arose that had little interest in the Western.  
 
Over time, the Western-themed stage set towns constructed at various movie ranches fell into 
disuse. Those at Walt Disney’s Golden Oak Ranch and the Jauregui Ranch were purposely 
demolished. But it was fire that destroyed all of the Western-themed Main Streets in the most 
frequently used movie ranches, including Iverson’s Ranch, Corriganville, Spahn Ranch, 
Paramount Ranch, and Melody Ranch,  though its Western Town was reconstructed in 1990 and 
is one the few in Southern California used for what little Western-themed filming remains. 
Though even it too was nearly destroyed in the 2006 Sawtooth Complex Fire, Pioneertown’s 
Mane Street survived, and today is the only Western-themed town 30 years or older, let alone 
from the Western’s Golden Age, that remains at any movie ranch across Southern California.62  
 
 
Western Theming, and its Presence in Vernacular Architecture 
 

                                                 
61 “Corriganville Bill Includes Stars Today,” Valley News, February 19, 1956: 27.  
62 Of those more than 30 years old, the nearest Western-themed Main Street stage set appears to be in New Mexico—the JW 
Eaves Movie Ranch that was constructed in the 1960s. The only other presently known such grouping from the historic era is in 
Spain, where clusters of Western-themed film sets constructed for Sergio Leone from the 1960s named “Texas Hollywood/Fort 
Bravo” (along with his 1970s-era Nuevo Frontera) still remain. Gareth Davies, “The Spanish Spaghetti Western ghost town 
where abandoned Hollywood film sets are still standing in the desert almost 50 years on,” Daily Mail, June 1, 2017, available: 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4562466/The-Spanish-Spaghetti-Western-ghost-town-abandoned-sets.html 
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Not just stage sets, the collection of contributing resources at Pioneertown had separate utility, 
predominately a commercial use. In part through its stage set provenance, the district is now an 
important and rare remaining example of Western-themed commercial architecture in Southern 
California. In the modern industrial era, the concept of “theming” of any kind appears to be 
connected in varying degrees to the dual ideas of commodification and escape. The earliest 
themed environments of the modern era were in semi-public English pleasure gardens of the 
mid-19th century, such as those at Cremorne, which included temples, pagodas and primitive 
animatronic animals.63 Patrons were charged for entry, akin to an amusement park, to which 
such environments appear to be precursors. The first noteworthy and well-documented themed 
environments were those of the 1851 Great Exhibition in London, in Joseph Paxton’s Crystal 
Palace. There, theming was used to forward a pro-industrial message, coupled with an 
exoticizing of foreign lands, cultures, and people. According to author Susan Ingram, “[t]he 
panorama-type displays and the exoticized cafes and restaurants were all instructional, offering 
forms of what would become increasingly sought after knowledge about far-away places, while 
at the same time amusing through difference and spectacle.”64 Such exoticized theming 
continued through other World’s Fairs, such as at the 1867 Paris Exposition Universelle, where 
the theming seems to have happened less for instructional purposes but more for its own sake, 
and at the Chicago 1893 World’s Fair, where themed spaces were given their own designated 
space in the “midway” area used for sideshows and games.   
 
The advent of film industry in Southern California starting in the early 1900s undoubtedly 
afforded a new openness to the themed environment; it was not uncommon for Hollywood 
filming to occur within eyeshot or actually take place in public areas of the city, and themed 
stage sets would occasionally remain post filming to become part of the city fabric. In tandem 
with this openness, and the advent of the automobile, Los Angeles even developed a local 
architectural vernacular called “programmatic” in which buildings were either wholly shaped 
like, or incorporated, gigantic oversized sculptural objects referencing the objects sold within 
them as a means to capture the attention of people in vehicles versus pedestrians alone.65 Starting 
in the interwar era, Los Angeles possessed chili bowl shaped restaurants selling chili, dog shaped 
restaurants that sold hot dogs, shoe stores shaped like shoes, or donut shops featuring enormous 
donuts- a few of which still remain. The same sunny and benign Southern California climate that 
allowed for filming nearly year-round also allowed for Programmatic architecture, with its wide-
ranging palette of materials and forms that need not take into account snow, hurricanes, or the 
other seasonal matters.  
 
Aside from its presence in Western films, as architecture, Western theming in Southern 
California seems to have its roots in the 1935 California Pacific International Exposition in San 

                                                 
63 Susan Ingram,  “Public entertainment in nineteenth-century London,” in  Placing history: Themed environments, urban 
consumption and the public entertainment sphere, eds. Susan Ingram and Markus Reisenleitner (Vienna, Austria: Turia + Kant, 
2003), pp. 45–-46.  
64 Susan Ingram, “Public entertainment in nineteenth-century London,” in Placing history: Themed environments, urban 
consumption and the public entertainment sphere, eds. Susan Ingram and Markus Reisenleitner (Vienna, Austria: Turia + Kant, 
2003), pp. 45–6). 
65 For more information regarding programmatic architecture, please see: Jim Heimann and Rip Georges, California Crazy: 
Roadside Vernacular Architecture. San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1980.  
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Diego, where the Oscar-nominated Hollywood art director and set designer Harry Oliver created 
the 21-acre “Gold Gulch,” in a small canyon based off a 49er mining camp, with other Western 
elements such as an Indian trading post, a shooting gallery, and a hanging tree.66 Though it may 
have superficially referenced a chapter in California history, Gold Gulch was primarily a 
recreation area for adults, which featured a dance hall, numerous actual saloons and risqué girlie 
shows.67 Moral matters aside, Gold Gulch appears to have been a meticulously executed 
Western-themed environment, and among the visitors on whom it had lasting influence was the 
Orange County berry farmer Walter Knott.68 Between partaking in Gold Gulch and visiting 
William Lyons’s Pony Express Museum in Arcadia, Knott realized his own deep interest in the 
Wild West—through which his grandmother and mother themselves came in a covered wagon in 
1868.69  
 
By the late 1930s, Knott’s Farm already possessed roadside stands and a chicken dinner 
restaurant overseen by his wife Cordelia. Partly as a way to occupy waiting guests and also as a 
means to lure others off the adjacent Highway 39, Knott decided he would recreate a ghost town 
upon his property. Together with art director Paul Swartz, in 1940 Knott drove up and down 
California, visiting old ghost towns and purchasing buggies, sheds, and, importantly, the 
fragments and elements of various 19th century western vernacular buildings, which Swartz in 
1940–41 reconstructed into various buildings and structures comprising the multiple “Ghost 
Town” structures at what was then known as “Knott’s Berry Place.”70 When Knott was younger, 
he homesteaded in the Mojave desert, and based off that experience made his own adobe bricks, 
building Spanish and Western-themed structures at and near ghost town’s core.71 Knott would 
hire a second art director, the Austrian Paul Von Klieben, who in turn oversaw an expansion of 
Knott’s Ghost Town, which was completed in 1945. During this time Knott’s Ghost Town had 
its own newspaper, the Ghost Town News, and in one edition, editor Nicholas Field Wilson 
stated, “More and More, we of this age, appreciate the labor, hardships, and courage of the 
home-seeking pioneers who laid the foundation for the development of the West. It is to preserve 
for future generations a picture of the old towns of early days that ghost town village is being 
built.”72 Off the success brought forth by his own ghost town, in the 1950s Walter Knott would 
purchase the 19th century San Bernardino County silver mining town of Calico, restoring many 
of its buildings and recreating others. 
  
Knott’s Berry Farm’s Ghost Town predates Disneyland by 15 years. But Walt Disney 
Enterprises was a postwar juggernaut, and by the time Disneyland opened in July of 1955, Walt 
                                                 
66 Christopher Merritt and J. Eric Lynxweiler, Knott’s Preserved: From Boysenberry to Theme Park, the History of Knott’s Berry 
Farm (Los Angeles, CA: Angel City Press, 2010), 34; Matthew F BokovoyThe San Diego World’s Fairs and Southwestern 
Memory, 1880-1940 (Albuquerque NM: University of New Mexico Press, 2005), 210.  
67 Bokovoy, 210.  
68 Christopher Merritt and J. Eric Lynxweiler, Knott’s Preserved: From Boysenberry to Theme Park, the History of Knott’s Berry 
Farm (Los Angeles, CA: Angel City Press, 2010), 34. 
69 Christopher Merritt and J. Eric Lynxweiler, Knott’s Preserved: From Boysenberry to Theme Park, the History of Knott’s Berry 
Farm(Los Angeles, CA: Angel City Press, 2010), 34–5.  
70 Merritt and Lynxweiler, Knott’s Preserved, 36, 62.  
71 Merritt and Lynxweiler, Knott’s Preserved, 44; Joe Blackstock, “Before their Berry Farm, the Knotts Struggled in their High 
Desert Home,” Inland Valley Daily Bulletin, October 2, 2017, available: https://www.dailybulletin.com/2017/10/02/before-their-
berry-farm-the-knotts-struggled-in-their-high-desert-home/.  
72 Merritt and Lynxweiler, Knott’s Preserved, 41.  
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Disney’s television production of Davy Crockett: King of the Wild Frontier, starring Fess Parker, 
was already a major pop culture phenomenon.73 Davy Crockett was one of a small group of 
“Frontierland group” themed series and Mickey Mouse Club productions completed during this 
time.74 Disneyland’s Western-themed Frontierland was one of its original five “lands” and a 
primary element of it seems to have been open, natural space itself in which guests could 
explore, and included a Mark Twain Steamboat and rustic cabins.75  Disney’s Western-themed 
programming, coupled to a Frontierland intended for the paying public to take part, it has now 
done so in the tens of millions, were the same two sides of a very profitable coin.  
  
Amusement parks aside, across postwar Southern California, Western theming made its way into 
a multitude of architectural vernaculars. The single-family ranch house, arguably the region’s 
most ubiquitous postwar contribution, was strongly informed by a variety of Western motifs and 
ideas. Among its precedents are William Wurster’s 1927 Gregory Farmhouse, which adopted the 
rural setting and, in the words of architectural historian Alan Hess, a variety of “crude but 
powerful” wood elements seen in 19th century ranch architecture north of Santa Cruz.76 In 
Southern California, Spanish Rancho architecture informed self-taught architect Cliff May: a 
natural promoter who worked with Sunset Magazine, which published his floorplans and house 
renderings as exemplars of casual “Western Living.”77 May’s single-family houses, completed in 
the thousands, often have Western-themed design elements, with low slung asymmetrical plans, 
variegated cladding materials, and outdoor amenities such as patios, pools, and barbeque areas— 
borrowed from earlier Spanish Rancho architecture. The peak period of the Ranch house 
parallels the high period of the Western: the late 1940s through the mid 1960s. However, its 
construction was fairly common even up through the early 1980s in open rural areas farther away 
from cities, where its theming still felt appropriate.  
 
In part fueled by the popularity of the Western like the Ranch house itself, Western theming 
became an increasingly popular motif of vernacular commercial architecture and roadside 
attractions, particularly in the Western US. Las Vegas’ first casinos, the El Rancho of 1941 and 
the Last Frontier of 1942, both featured Western themes (with Spanish elements in the case of 
the former), followed by the Golden Nugget, Binions, the Horseshoe, Four Queens: early casinos 
which themselves adopted western theming. According to sociologist Mark Gottdeiner, their 
Western theming, adopted to associate Las Vegas to the freewheeling Western towns of yore, 
“[o]nce symbolically marked the entire casino experience.”78  
  
Across postwar Southern California, Western theming appeared in innumerous local restaurants, 
particularly for meat and barbeque; clothiers such as “Nudie’s of Hollywood”—Nudie Cohn 
provided ornamental outfits for numerous Western stars through the postwar era; lodgings such 

                                                 
73 Alvin H. Marill, Television Westerns: Six Decades of Sagebrush Sheriffs, Scalawags, and Sidewinders (Lanham, UK: The 
Scarecrow Press, Inc., 2011), 21–2.   
74 Marill, Television Westerns, 23.  
75 Jones and Wills, The American West, 43–4.  
76 Alan Hess, The Ranch House (New York, NY:Harry N. Abrams, 2008) 26, 28.  
77 See: Sunset Books (author) and Cliff May, ed. Sunset Western Ranch Houses (San Francisco: Lane Publishing, 1952).  
78 Hess, The Ranch House, 27; Marc Gottdeiner, The Theming of America: American Dreams, Media Fantasies, and Themed 
Environments Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 2001), 111.  
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as the former Wagon Wheel Motel in Oxnard or Old Trapper’s Lodge in Burbank, which 
featured a themed art environment that has been relocated to Pierce College; or other folk art 
environments, such as Grandma Prisbrey’s Bottle Village. At her Santa Susana property, in 1955 
Tressa “Grandma” Prisbrey began constructing 3/4-scale bottle houses as a place to keep her 
pencil collection. She started this practice after visiting Knotts Berry farm in the summer of 1953 
and seeing the 1945 bottle house at Walter Knott’s Ghost Town, which itself references one in 
the actual ghost town of Rhyolite.79    
 
By the 1970s, Western theming in Southern California was just one of many familiar theming 
options, and was often handled with a light touch. The Miller’s Outpost clothing company, 
whose primary product was Levi’s denim jeans, was founded in Ontario, CA in 1972, and 
continued its ubiquitous regional presence through the late 1980s with a variety of board and 
batten, Western-themed stores, or mall shops having Western styled interior design elements 
including building models. Aside from Pioneertown, Southern California possessed one other 
Western-themed commercial corridor. In 1971, at the suggestion of Frederic Blitstein (alternately 
spelled “Blitzen”), a Claremont College student intern, the City of San Dimas adopted a Wild 
West theme along a multi-block stretch of Bonita Avenue, the city’s primary commercial strip. 
Renamed “Frontier Village,” older storefronts were clad with false front Western-themed 
designs, accompanied by continuous wood boardwalks, Western light poles, and covered 
wagons.80 The city saw a certain fun and humor in the Western themed motif, and saw it as a 
way to distinguish themselves from other greater Los Angeles downtowns, whose main streets in 
the early 1970s were economically struggling against the advent of the indoor shopping mall- 
multiple of which were located nearby San Dimas.81  
 
To this day, Knott’s Berry Farm’s Ghost Town and Frontierland both remain, as do the Western 
themed sculptures of Old Trapper’s Lodge (the hotel itself was long ago demolished) and the 
bottle structures of Bottle Village, though the 1994 Northridge Earthquake inflicted substantial 
damage upon the property. But most of the more commonplace Western-themed commercial 
properties have, in a manner slow and invisible, faded away. In 2010, the City of San Dimas 
decided to vacate Bonita Avenue’s Western theming, which has now largely vanished. All of the 
commercial businesses mentioned by name above are now gone. Though still ubiquitous, over 
the last 20 years even the single-family ranch house has begun to see alterations en masse 
through the advent of vinyl framed windows, stricter building codes disbarring its wood shingles, 
and the passage of time and/or taste that have compromised smaller-scale Western themed 
details once seen upon many more Ranch houses than now.  
 
Relative to the above, and regardless of Mane Street’s historically important role as a filming set, 
Mane Street is now a rare, highly intact expression of Western theming in Southern California 
commercial architecture. Its comparable remaining examples: Knott’s Berry Farm’s Ghost 
Town, the few stores in Disneyland’s Frontierland, and perhaps the Calico Ghost Town, an 

                                                 
79 Please see: Daniel Paul, “Grandma Prisbrey’s Bottle Village,” National Register of Historic Places property application. July 2, 
1996 (approved by the Keeper October 25, 1996).  
80 Nicolas C. Polos, San Dimas: Preserving the Western Spirit (San Dimas, CA: Nicolas C. Polos, 1990), 295–6.  
81 Polos, San Dimas, 296.  
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actual silver mining town purchased and restored by Walter Knott in the 1950s, are all paid 
amusements first.  
 
Alexander R. Brandner and Fred Moninger  
 
No historic era building permits exist that might indicate Pioneertown’s original architects. 
However, an early news report lists architect Alexander “Brandy” Brandner (1891–1965) as 
Pioneertown’s “Planning Commissioner,” and 20th Century Fox set designer Fred Moninger who 
is listed as the “Associate Planning Commissioner.”82 Based off past press and their shared 
interests, experience, and Hollywood connections, there is a reasonable possibility that Brandner 
and Moninger designed most of the 1940s-era Mane Street buildings.  
 
Originally from Bucharest, Romania, Alexander Brandner attended the University of Illinois, 
graduating with a Master’s of Science degree in Architecture in 1914. Brandner is listed in the 
1955 AIA directory, with work at previous firms that included Atelier Rebori in Chicago, Smith, 
Hinchman & Grylls of Detroit, and in Los Angeles, the large and prolific firm of Walker and 
Eisen.83 Brandner’s listed experience included work on multiple department stores: Bullocks 
Wilshire, Bullock’s Westwood, May Company Downtown Los Angeles, Buffum’s Long Beach, 
and Saks Fifth Avenue of Los Angeles, though his exact role in each is unknown.84 
 
Brandner was close friends with the noted Viennese modernist Rudolph Schindler, and worked 
with him upon a set of apartments for their friend, the noted artist Herman Sachs, that are today a 
City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.85 Brandner ran in bohemian circles, was 
involved in the Arts and Crafts Society of Southern California, and together with Sachs, a 
designer of interiors for Los Angeles Union Station, Bullocks Wilshire, and Los Angeles City 
Hall, designed Maxfield Parrish-like booths for the third annual Hollywood Fiesta of the Art 
Association in 1924.86 The two-part Fiesta included a parade and a separate event at the 
Hollywood Bowl, and seems to have involved a who’s who of Hollywood industry artists, art 
directors, architects, music and theater figures.87 Upon Sachs’s passing, Brandner and his wife 
Elsie Katz moved into the ground floor of Sachs’s apartment house, while Brandner completed 
his own residence: a rather distinctive, Schindler-esque design located at 3701 Landa Court in 
the Silver Lake portion of Los Angeles. Though certainly not Wild West themed, the house 
features eclectic and collagist wood details of varied cladding akin to that seen upon various 
Pioneertown buildings.  
 

                                                 
82 “Movie Celebrities to Launch Development of ‘World’s Most Unusual City’ Today,” The San Bernardino County Sun, Sep 1, 
1946: 13.  
83 George S. Koyl, ed, in sponsorship with the American Institute of Architects, American Architects Directory, New York: R.R. 
Bowker Company 1955: 60.  
84 Koyl, ed, American Architects, 60.  
85 Located in the Silver Lake neighborhood of Los Angeles, the Sachs Apartments are City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument No. 1118.  
86 “A New Arts and Crafts Society,” The American Magazine of Art, Vol 15, No 11, (Nov 1924): 600.  
87 “On Fiesta Committees,” Holly Leaves, May 16, 1924: np [clipping]; “A New Arts and Crafts Society” The American 
Magazine of Art, Vol. 15, No. 11 (Nov 1924), p. 600  
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Much less in known about Fred Moninger. News clippings mention him as a 20th Century Fox 
set designer, and in 1963 he designed an elaborate Tiki-themed restaurant named the 
Tradewinds, which was located in Oxnard until the early 1980s.88 It is unclear if Moninger was a 
trained architect; he is not listed in any AIA directories or other architecture databases. However, 
he appears to have completed a mid-century commercial building in Oxnard, and a sprawling, 
Ranch-style house in Ojai that was featured in a 1961 issue of Architectural Digest.89  
 
Post-Filming Era and Pioneertown’s Recent Past  
 
In 1966, Fletcher Jones and Bill Murphy, the last of the original Pioneertown investors, sold the 
Corporation and its entire 32,000 acre land holding to another automobile dealer: the Cleveland-
based Benton Lefton, who himself also had property development experience. In scale, Lefton’s 
plans for the area were much more ambitious than those originally envisioned by Curtis and his 
investors. Lefton re-envisioned Pioneertown as a planned community of 30 square miles that he 
named “The California Golden Empire.” The California Golden Empire was to have a population 
of over 35,000, with schools, churches, shopping, summer camps, industrial zones, hundreds of 
single and multi-family dwellings, and recreational facilities including a lake and an 18-hole golf 
course. All of it was to be in a Western theme, and centered around a more fully built-out Mane 
Street as its core. In Benton’s words, the development was to “have all the charm and appeal of a 
Disneyland or a Knott’s Berry Farm […] but it will be more than that; it will also function as the 
commercial shopping and entertainment center for the thousands of people expected in the 
Golden Empire in the next few years.”90 Shortly after the project was announced in 1966, Lefton 
had sold more than half the lots of the project’s first phase. But that would be about it for 
Lefton’s good luck at Pioneertown. Aside from grading a handful of roads, no other Golden 
Empire development occurred. Over time various permits Lefton had filed were rejected, and 
just as before, the biggest stumbling block appears to have been water. Benton’s California 
Golden Empire project filed for bankruptcy in 1979.  
 
Despite, or rather regardless of, Lefton’s travails, throughout the 1960s and 1970s Pioneertown 
maintained a small native population of less than a few hundred, and less than 60 at one point. 
During this period, Pioneertown nearly became a ghost town not unlike many of the actual ones 
its stage sets had only referenced. Long after filming had subsided, the few Pioneertown 
residents that remained took it upon themselves to consistently maintain a Western-themed 
environment. A 1965 San Bernardino Sun article acknowledged the loss of filming in 
Pioneertown, but followed it up by stating how the Western life was being fulfilled nonetheless: 
“A stagecoach, drawn by two horses, provides local transportation; the town newspaper, “The 
Jackass Mail,” is delivered by jackass; and the natives stroll around in old-time frontier garb […] 
Pioneertown is really a huge movie set with permanent structures, not a false-front structure, and 
behind its rustic facades are men and women carrying on businesses.”91   

                                                 
88 Jeffrey Maulhardt, Postcard History Series: Oxnard (Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2009), 126. 
89 “Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bayless,” Architectural Digest, Fall 1961, Volume XVIII, No. 3: 11–13.  
90 “California Golden Empire: New Yucca Valley City Plans Restoration of Pioneertown,” Los Angeles Times, January 24, 1966: 
87.    
91 Jack Delaney, “Pioneertown: A Ghost Town Haunted by People,” Desert Magazine, October 1, 1965, 18. available: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/pioneertown-a-ghost-town-haunted-by-people/   

https://www.pioneertownsun.com/pioneertown-a-ghost-town-haunted-by-people/
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By 1972, six years after his acquisition of Pioneertown, Lefton had long since seen the writing 
on the wall in terms of obstacles, and began selling off certain Mane Street properties. Among 
them were a handful of parcels on Mane Street that included the adobe block former Pony 
Express-themed gas station at the southeast corner of Mane Street and Pioneertown Road that 
had served as Lefton’s property office. John and Frances Aleba would purchase this in 1972. 
Over the next ten years, the service station would be transformed into the “Cantina,” which 
became a noted biker bar. The original Pony Express building partially remains within a 
multitude of Western-themed additions. Upon the Aleba’s retirement, in 1982 they handed the 
property over to their daughter Harriet and her husband Claude “Pappy” Allen, who together 
renamed the establishment “The Pioneertown Palace.” No longer just a bar, their business was 
also a restaurant and a performance venue. Pappy, who frequently played in highly regarded 
Post-Punk band “Giant Sand,” and Harriet were both musicians in their own right. Pappy was 
also a contractor and added additional building elements such as bottle walls and a long adobe 
wall to the former Cantina’s south elevation. Just as the Cantina did through the 1970s, through 
the 1980s the Pioneertown Palace, later known as “Pappy and Harriet’s Pioneertown Palace,” 
was Mane Street’s primary business, if not its heart, and arguably kept the entire town alive 
during this lean decade.  
 
Beginning in the late 1980s, a variety of musicians, filmmakers, artists and entertainment 
industry professionals began to rediscover Joshua Tree and the greater Pioneertown area. At that 
time, Pappy and Harriet’s increasingly became a primary gathering place, particularly for local 
musicians, who nightly played its soundstage along with Pappy and Harriet themselves. By the 
early 1990s, filmmakers had rediscovered Pioneertown and began to use it as a filming location 
again, starting in 1990 with the highly successful television film The China Lake Murders. 
Presently, Pioneertown features a variety of 1990s–2000s-era Western-themed structures and 
false fronts integrated into Mane Street adjacent the historic era resources. Because of their 
recent age they are non-contributing to the historic district, but are nonetheless compatible in 
their Western-themed design. A grouping of false fronts off the north shoulder of Mane Street 
was installed by a cowboy reenactment troupe, and Mane Street’s later Western-themed 
commercial buildings were completed by 2005. Claude “Pappy” Allen passed away at age 74 in 
1994. The Pappy and Harriett’s property was sold to a family friend, and then another buyer, 
before being sold again in 2003 to new owners who over the last 15 years have transformed 
Pappy and Harriet’s into a nationally-noted music venue.92  
 
During its period of significance, Pioneertown received a fair amount of press for how unique a 
development it was. This press included a 1950 Saturday Evening Post photo essay titled “Just 
Like a Movie.” Its accompanying article stated, “Even in California, Pioneertown rates as 
something special. For here is an entire community — schools, salons, dusty streets — that was 

                                                 
92 Over the last 15 years, as a music venue Pappy and Harriet’s has been featured in a multitude of publications including the New 
York Times, Rolling Stone, and CNN. Recent performers have included Sir Paul McCartney, Robert Plant, and hundreds of other 
country rock, alternative, and indie rock, folk, and roots music bands from across the nation and world. According to music 
historian Domenic Priore, Pappy and Harriet’s is responsible for a Country-Rock resurgence that began some years earlier. 
Domenic Priore, interview with author. Glendale-La Crescenta, CA, June, 2019.  
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built to provide a permanent set for Western movies.”93 Since that time, a multitude of texts 
about the history of the Western film and Western filming locations have referenced 
Pioneertown. Additionally, Pioneertown has been discussed in multiple, more recent academic 
texts regarding contemporary Western US culture.94 As theoretical as they are, they in turn 
convey what the Saturday Evening Post article alluded to nearly 70 years ago: the unusual, if not 
one of a kind historical circumstance of Pioneertown, and its Mane Street, as a double simulacra: 
Western-themed stage sets as actual commercial buildings, that together in time became a real 
Western town. 
 

                                                 
93 H. Allen Smith, “Just Like A Movie,” Saturday Evening Post: January 28, 1950: 32 
94 Jones and Wills, American West, 322.  
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey  #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
     Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property 39.3 

 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 34.157937  Longitude: -116.492869 

 
2. Latitude: 34.256150  Longitude: -116.492848 

 
3. Latitude: 34.157890  Longitude: -116.501497 

 
4. Latitude: 34.156206  Longitude: -116.501430 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 
The Pioneertown Historic District boundary meets but does not include Curtis Road to the east, 
Pioneertown Road to the south, the western boundary being Pioneertown Road again- as the road 
curves northward, and Rawhide Road to the North. The subject historic property boundary 
includes the entirety of Mane Street and all parcels that either face or are adjacent to Mane 
Street. 

 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 
The resources within the Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District represent a concentration 
associated with Western-themed filming and production activity during the District’s Criterion A 
period of significance: 1946–1966. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: Daniel D. Paul, Architectural Historian  
organization: [on behalf of] Friends of Pioneertown    
street & number: 3938 Vista Court  
city or town: Glendale-La Crescenta    state: CA   zip code: 91214 
e-mail: danieldpaul@gmail.com  
telephone: (213) 215-4161 
date: November 24, 2019   

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
● Maps:  A USGS map or equivalent (7.5- or 15-minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
   

●  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map. 

 
● Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
Photographs 
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Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo 
date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 

Photo Log 
 

Name of Property: Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District   
City of Vicinity: Pioneertown 
County: San Bernardino  
State: California 
Photographer: Daniel Paul   
Date Photographed: June, 2018 and November, 2018. 
  
 
1 of 43: 
Mane Street Right of Way. View: W. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0001)  
 
2 of 43:  
The Klip N’ Curl Hair Salon. View: SE. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0002) 
 
 
 
3 of 43:  
Carol Burgess’ Gift Shop. View: SW. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0003) 
 
4 of 43:  
Pioneertown Likker. View: SE. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic 
District_0004) 
 
5 of 43:  
Pioneer Bowl. View: SW. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic 
District_0005) 
 
6 of 43:  
Secondary building upon the Pioneer Bowl property. View: NW. (CA_San Bernardino 
County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District_0006) 
 
7 of 43:  
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Trigger Bill’s Shooting Gallery. View: SE. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane 
Street Historic District_0007) 
 
8 of 43:  
The Silver Dollar (Pioneertown Soundstage). View: SW. (CA_San Bernardino 
County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District_0008) 
 
9 of 43:  
The Silver Dollar (Pioneertown Soundstage) and Pioneer Bowl. View: SE. (CA_San Bernardino 
County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District_0009) 
 
10 of 43:  
Recent Structure upon Pioneertown Soundstage property, wagon in foreground. View: SW. 
(CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District_0010) 
 
11 of 43:  
Pioneertown Gazette. View: SW. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0011) 
 
12 of 43:  
Red Dog Saloon. View: SW. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic 
District_0012) 
 
 
 
 
13 of 43: 
Barber Shop and Beauty Corral. View: SW. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane 
Street Historic District_0013) 
 
14 of 43: 
Marble’s Electronics (Pioneertown Post Office). View: SW. (CA_San Bernardino 
County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District_0014) 
 
15 of 43: 
Frosted Pantry (Pioneertown Sheriff’s Office). View: SE. (CA_San Bernardino 
County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District_0015) 
 
16 of 43: 
Secondary buildings associated to O.K. Corral. View: SW. (CA_San Bernardino 
County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District_0016) 
 
17 of 43: 
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O.K. Corral. View: W. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic 
District_0017) 
 
18 of 43: 
White’s Hardware. View: NE. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic 
District_0018) 
 
19 of 43: 
Residential Grouping. View: NE. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0019) 
 
20 of 43: 
Gem Trader/ Wooden Indian. View: N. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0020) 
 
21 of 43: 
Althoof’s Furniture Store. View: NW. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0021) 
 
22 of 43: 
Pioneertown Generator House and Campground. View: NE. (CA_San Bernardino 
County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District_0022) 
 
 
 
23 of 43:  
Rock Watering Trough. View: NW. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0023) 
 
24 of 43: 
Open Air Dance Floor. View: NW. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0024) 
 
25 of 43: 
Pioneertown Land Office. View: NE. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street 
Historic District_0025) 
 
26 of 43: 
Original buildings off Mane Street. View: NW. (CA_San Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane 
Street Historic District_0026) 
 
27 of 43: 
Original buildings to the left, and to the right, recent false front grouping. View: NW. (CA_San 
Bernardino County_Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District_0027) 
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PIONEERTOWN MANE STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 
PHOTO KEY 
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Figure 1. Pioneertown Promotional material. The Desert Sun, March 25, 1947: 3D. Image 
courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 

 
Figure 2. Pioneertown groundbreaking. Dick Curtis is to the left of Roy Rogers, who is 

undertaking the ceremonial first shoveling. September 1, 1946. Image courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 

 
Figure 3. L-R: Roy Rogers with child, Dick Curtis, Dale Evans leading a parade celebrating 

Pioneertown’s completion, 1947. Source: Morongo Basin Historical Society, in 
Joseph W. Zarki, Images of America: Joshua Tree National Park (Charleston, 
South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2015) 103. 

 
Figure 4. Promotional map, 1947. “Pioneertown, 30 Miles Away, Will Revive Early Days.” 

The Desert Sun, March 25, 1947: 4D.  
 
Figure 5. Volume 1, No. 1 of the Pioneertown Gazette newspaper, August 18, 1947, with 

Dick Curtis on its cover. Source: Kenneth B. Gentry, Pioneertown USA: The 
Definitive History of Pioneertown, CA: Where the Old West Lives Again 
(Pioneertown, CA: Kenneth B. Gentry, 2018), 81.  

 
Figure 6. Dick Curtis at far right, building of the Pioneer Townhouse Motel, 1946. Image 

Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 7.  The Sons of the Pioneers singing group, including Roy Rogers in the center, on 

the porch of the Pioneertown Land Office, 1947. View: N. Image Courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 

 
Figure 8.  Roy Rogers rolling a strike with the first ball played at the Pioneer Bowl, 1947. 

Source: Kenneth B. Gentry, Pioneertown USA: The Definitive History of 
Pioneertown, CA: Where the Old West Lives Again. [Pioneertown, CA]: Kenneth 
B. Gentry, 2018: 106.  

 
Figure 9. Gene Autry in front of the Pioneertown Soundstage, date unknown. View: SW. 

Image courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 10. Cowboy actor and Pioneertown founding board member Russell Hayden. Image 

Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 11. Philip K. Scheuer, “Westerns now booming: New Desert Hollywood,” Los 

Angeles Times, January 30, 1949: 77. Image Courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 

 
Figure 12. Mane Street, looking west, on April 18, 1949. Photo: Al Lips. Image Courtesy: 

https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 13. L-R: Pioneertown Likker, Pioneertown Bowl, watering trough, and Soundstage, 

undated postcard. View: SE. The watering trough was  relocated 40 feet to Mane 
Street’s north shoulder in 1972. Image Courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 

 
Figure 14. Mane Street from atop the Golden Stallion restaurant. View: W. Image Courtesy: 

https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 15. The Pioneertown Gazette (L) and the now lost Grubstake Café (R), c. 1949. View: 

S. Image courtesy:  https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 16. Filming Satan’s Cradle at Pioneertown, 1949. Leo Carillo and Duncan Renaldo, 

the stars of the film and of the Cisco Kid television series- also filmed at 
Pioneertown, are at the left. Source: Rothel, David. An Ambush of Ghosts: A 
Personal Guide to Favorite Western Filming Locations (Madison, NC: Empire 
Publishing, 1990), 111.    

 
Figure 17.  Pioneertown Gazette during filming. View: SW. Image courtesy: 

https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 18.  Filming in Pioneertown with Cisco Kid Star Duncan Renaldo with producer 

Philip Krasne to the right, c. 1949. Image courtesy: Smith, H. Allen. “Just Like A 
Movie,” Saturday Evening Post, January 28, 1950: 33, available: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/just-like-a-movie/  

 
Figure 19. Pioneertown Likker (Likker Barn). C. 1947. View: SE. Photo: Danny Pekarovich. 

Image courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 20. Postcard: Pioneer Townhouse Motel, 1950. View: E, NE. Photo: Burton Frasher. 

Image Courtesy: Pomona Public Library via Calisphere. Available: 
https://oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/kt7580216s/?brand=oac4 

 
Figure 21. Watering trough, with town in the background, 1950. View: NE. Photo: Burton 

Frasher. Image courtesy: Pomona Public Library via Calisphere. available: 
https://calisphere.org/item/ark:/13030/kt7k4021k3/ 

 
Figure 22. The Golden Stallion restaurant , 1950. The building was lost in a 1966 fire. View: 

E. Photo: Burton Frasher. Image courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 

 
Figure 23. Althoof Furniture Store (Presently the Church in Pioneertown), 1949. View: NE. 

Image Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 24.  Pioneertown Service Station and Pony Express (Presently Pappy and Harriet’s). 
The pictured building is visible from inside the current venue, enclosed by 
additions. Photo: Danny Pekarovich, 1949.  Image courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 

 
Figure 25.  Pioneertown Land Office. View: NE. San Bernardino Daily Sun. Octover 24, 

1947: 19.  
 
Figure 26. Pioneertown Post Office, 1955. View: SE. Photo: Danny Pakarovich. Image 

Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 27. Mane Street postcard featuring, L-R, Pioneertown Land Office, Pioneertown 

Duds and Saddlery, Pioneertown Photos, Pioneertown Nickelodeon, and unknown 
false front, c. 1964. View: NE. Image: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-
photo-gallery/ 

 
Figure 28. Maggies Feed Barn (no longer extant), 1963. View: N.  Image Courtesy: 

https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 29.  The original Red Dog Saloon, which was lost in a 1966 fire, then reconstructed. 

View: SW. Image: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
 
Figure 30.  Postcard of Pioneer Bowl and Pioneertown Soundstage, 1964. View: W, SW.  
 
Figure 31. Newspaper ad for the unfulfilled “California Golden Empire” development slated 

for Pioneertown during the mid-1960s. Los Angeles Times, June 5, 1966. Image 
Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 

 
Figure 32.  Pioneertown in 1977. Pioneertown Gazette building at the left, Red Dog Saloon at 

the right. View: SW.  Photo: Dick Sroda, in: Rosemary McClure,  “Here’s 
Welcome to Pioneertown USA.” The Sun-Telegram, April 17, 1977: C-4.  

 
Figure 33.  The Cantina, c.1981. Formerly the Pioneertown Service Station and Pony 

Express, later to become Pappy and Harriet’s. Source: Kenneth B. Gentry, 
Pioneertown USA: The Definitive History of Pioneertown, CA: Where the Old 
West Lives Again (Pioneertown, CA: Kenneth B. Gentry, 2018), 263.  

 
Figure 34.  Movie Poster for The Valiant Hombre (1948), the first feature length movie 

filmed at Pioneertown. Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/movies/ 
 
Figure 35. Movie Poster for The Daring Caballero (1949), filmed at Pioneertown. Image 

Courtesy:  https://www.pioneertownsun.com/movies/ 
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Figure 36.  Movie Poster for Gene Autry’s Indian Territory (1950), filmed at Pioneertown. 
Image courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/movies/ 

 
Selected Recent Interiors 
 
Figure 37. Pioneer Bowl: Interior in 2006. View: SW. The Pioneer Bowl has been closed 

since 2010. Though visible through exterior windows, interior access is not 
presently available. The Pioneer Bowl interior is contributing to the property’s 
historic significance. Image courtesy: Kim Stringfellow. 

 
Figure 38. Pioneer Bowl, interior, 2006.  Original wall murals by Wallace Roland Stark. 

View: W. Image courtesy: Kim Stringfellow. 
 
Figure 39.  Pioneer Bowl. Bowling lanes with 1961 pinsetters and historic era wall murals, 

2006. View: SW. Image courtesy: Kim Stringfellow. 
 
Figure 40.  Pioneertown Service Station and Pony Express (Pappy and Harriet’s), 2019. 

Original volume and exterior adobe walls of service station now define enclosed 
barroom. View: W, NW. Image courtesy: Linda Krantz. 
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Figure 1:  Pioneertown Promotional material. The Desert Sun, March 25, 1947: 3D. Image 

courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 2.  Pioneertown groundbreaking. Dick Curtis is to the left of Roy Rogers, who is 

undertaking the ceremonial first shoveling. September 1, 1946. Image courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 3. L-R: Roy Rogers with child, Dick Curtis, Dale Evans leading a parade celebrating 

Pioneertown’s completion, 1947. Source: Morongo Basin Historical Society, in 
Joseph W. Zarki, Images of America: Joshua Tree National Park, Charleston, 
South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2015: 103. 
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Figure 4. Promotional map, 1947. “Pioneertown, 30 Miles Away, Will Revive Early Days.” 

The Desert Sun, March 25, 1947: 4D.  
  

·RTOWN 

AK~ ,.!!,;-""!~'---¥' '""' 
.~ ■ 

'i-;-., ··- · - · 
, r2;681 ACR 

HO , C ,_ 
5 '-VP. 

c.s. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District   San Bernardino, CA  
Name of Property              County and State 

 
 

 

 
 
Figure 5. Volume 1, No. 1 of the Pioneertown Gazette newspaper, August 18, 1947, with 

Dick Curtis on its cover. Source: Kenneth B. Gentry, Pioneertown USA: The 
Definitive History of Pioneertown, CA: Where the Old West Lives Again 
(Pioneertown, CA: Kenneth B. Gentry, 2018), 81.  

 
  

GAZETTE 
::"::===l."'_llt::::_:.._.:.1::::::::- --------- --H,d!JIC • .:I=~;._ ______ _ 

Pr,8$ident, Pio111eertown Cor 
At 

Press, , 
Time· 

l n:s. 
"'41 u .-. ... l;IDf'~ 

rru,~ 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District   San Bernardino, CA  
Name of Property              County and State 

 
 

 

 
 
Figure 6. Dick Curtis at far right, building of the Pioneer Townhouse Motel, 1946. Image 

Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 7.  The Sons of the Pioneers singing group, including Roy Rogers in the center, on 

the porch of the Pioneertown Land Office, 1947. View: N. Image Courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 8. Roy Rogers rolling a strike with the first ball played at the Pioneer Bowl, 1947. 

Source: Kenneth B. Gentry, Pioneertown USA: The Definitive History of 
Pioneertown, CA: Where the Old West Lives Again. (Pioneertown, CA: Kenneth 
B. Gentry, 2018), 106.  
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Figure 9. Gene Autry in front of the Pioneertown Soundstage, date unknown. View: SW. 

Image courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 10. Cowboy actor and Pioneertown founding board member Russell Hayden. Image 

Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 11. Los Angeles Times photo collage. Philip K. Scheuer, “Westerns now booming: 

New Desert Hollywood,” Los Angeles Times, January 30, 1949: 77. Image 
Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 12. Mane Street, looking west, on April 18, 1949. Photo: Al Lips. Image Courtesy: 

https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 13. L-R: Pioneertown Likker, Pioneertown Bowl, watering trough, and Soundstage, 

undated postcard. View: SE. The watering trough was  relocated 40 feet to Mane 
Street’s north shoulder in 1972. Image Courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 14. Mane Street from atop the Golden Stallion restaurant. View: W. Image Courtesy: 

https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 15. The Pioneertown Gazette (L) and the now lost Grubstake Café (R), c. 1949. View: 

S. Image courtesy:  https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 16.  Filming Satan’s Cradle at Pioneertown, 1949. Leo Carillo and Duncan Renaldo, 

the stars of the film and of the Cisco Kid television series—also filmed at 
Pioneertown, are at the left. Source: Rothel, David. An Ambush of Ghosts: A 
Personal Guide to Favorite Western Filming Locations. (Madison, NC: Empire 
Publishing, 1990), 111.    
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Figure 17. Pioneertown Gazette during filming. View: SW. Image courtesy: 

https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 18. Filming in Pioneertown with Cisco Kid Star Duncan Renaldo with producer 
Philip Krasne to the right, c.1949. Photo: Gene Lester, in: Smith, H. Allen. “Just Like A Movie,” 
Saturday Evening Post, January 28, 1950: 33, available: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/just-
like-a-movie/ 
 
 
  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District   San Bernardino, CA  
Name of Property              County and State 

 
 

 

 
 
Figure 19. Pioneertown Likker (Likker Barn). C. 1947. View: SE. Photo: Danny Pekarovich. 

Image courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 20. Postcard: Pioneer Townhouse Motel, 1950. View: E, NE. Photo: Burton Frasher. 

Image Courtesy: Pomona Public Library via Calisphere. Available: 
https://oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/kt7580216s/?brand=oac4 
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Figure 21. Watering trough, with town in the background, 1950. View: NE. Photo: Burton 

Frasher. Image courtesy: Pomona Public Library via Calisphere. available: 
https://calisphere.org/item/ark:/13030/kt7k4021k3/ 
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Figure 22. The Golden Stallion restaurant, 1950. The building was lost in a 1966 fire.     

View: E. Photo: Burton Frasher. Image courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 23. Althoof Furniture Store (Presently the Church in Pioneertown), 1949. View: NE. 

Image Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 24. Pioneertown Service Station and Pony Express (Presently Pappy and Harriet’s). 

The pictured building is visible from inside the current venue, enclosed by 
additions. Photo: Danny Pekarovich, 1949.  Image courtesy: 
https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Pioneertown Mane Street Historic District   San Bernardino, CA  
Name of Property              County and State 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Figure 25. Pioneertown Land Office. View: NE. San Bernardino Daily Sun. Oct 24, 1947: 

19.  
  

Pioneer Scenes live Again 

The California of yesterday is being created aga in in th e Morongo valley by a group who be lie ve 
there should be a liv ing replica of the Golden Stat e's colorful days of old. 
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Figure 26. Pioneertown Post Office, 1955. View: SE. Photo: Danny Pakarovich. Image 

Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 27. Mane Street postcard featuring, L-R, Pioneertown Land Office, Pioneertown 

Duds and Saddlery, Pioneertown Photos, Pioneertown Nickelodeon, and unknown 
false front, c. 1964. View: NE. Image: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-
photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 28. Maggies Feed Barn (no longer extant), 1963. View: N. Image Courtesy: 

https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 29. The original Red Dog Saloon, which was lost in a 1966 fire, then reconstructed. 

View: SW. Image: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 30. Postcard of Pioneer Bowl and Pioneertown Soundstage, 1964. View: W, SW.  
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Figure 31. Newspaper ad for the unfulfilled “California Golden Empire” development slated 

for Pioneertown during the mid-1960s. Los Angeles Times, June 5, 1966. Image 
Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/early-photo-gallery/ 
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Figure 32. Pioneertown in 1977. Pioneertown Gazette building at the left, Red Dog Saloon at 

the right. View: SW.  Photo: Dick Sroda, in: Rosemary McClure,  “Here’s 
Welcome to Pioneertown USA,” The Sun-Telegram, April 17, 1977: C-4.  
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Figure 33. The Cantina, c.1981. Formerly the Pioneertown Service Station and Pony 

Express, later to become Pappy and Harriet’s. Source: Kenneth B. Gentry, 
Pioneertown USA: The Definitive History of Pioneertown, CA: Where the Old 
West Lives Again. (Pioneertown, CA: Kenneth B. Gentry, 2018), 263.  
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Figure 34. Movie Poster for The Valiant Hombre (1948), the first feature length movie 

filmed at Pioneertown. Courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/movies/ 
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Figure 35. Movie Poster for The Daring Caballero (1949), filmed at Pioneertown. Image 

Courtesy:  https://www.pioneertownsun.com/movies/ 
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Figure 36. Movie Poster for Gene Autry’s Indian Territory (1950), filmed at Pioneertown. 

Image courtesy: https://www.pioneertownsun.com/movies/ 
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SELECTED RECENT IMAGES (Interiors)  
 

 
 
Figure 37. Pioneer Bowl: Interior in 2006. View: SW. The Pioneer Bowl has been closed 

since 2010. Though visible through exterior windows, interior access is not 
presently available. The Pioneer Bowl interior is contributing to the property’s 
historic significance. Image courtesy: Kim Stringfellow. 
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Figure 38. Pioneer Bowl, interior, 2006.  Original wall murals by Wallace Roland Stark. 

View: W. Image courtesy: Kim Stringfellow. 
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Figure 39.  Pioneer Bowl. Bowling lanes with 1961 pinsetters and historic era wall murals, 

2006. View: SW. Image courtesy: Kim Stringfellow. 
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Figure 40. Pioneertown Service Station and Pony Express (Pappy and Harriet’s), 2019. 

Original volume and exterior adobe walls of service station now define enclosed 
barroom. View: W, NW. Image courtesy: Linda Krantz. 
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April 22, 2024 
 
Doug Kazmier 
BCR Consulting LLC 
 
Via Email to: bcrllc2008@gmail.com  
 
 
Re: Pioneertown Land Company Project, San Bernardino County 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
  
A record search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 
was completed for the information you have submitted for the above referenced project.  The 
results were negative. However, the absence of specific site information in the SLF does not 
indicate the absence of cultural resources in any project area. Other sources of cultural 
resources should also be contacted for information regarding known and recorded sites.   
 
Attached is a list of Native American tribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources 
in the project area.  This list should provide a starting place in locating areas of potential 
adverse impact within the proposed project area.  I suggest you contact all of those indicated; 
if they cannot supply information, they might recommend others with specific knowledge.  By 
contacting all those listed, your organization will be better able to respond to claims of failure to 
consult with the appropriate tribe. If a response has not been received within two weeks of 
notification, the Commission requests that you follow-up with a telephone call or email to 
ensure that the project information has been received.   
 
If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify 
me.  With your assistance, we can assure that our lists contain current information.  
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email 
address: Murphy.Donahue@NAHC.ca.gov 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Murphy Donahue 
Cultural Resources Analyst 
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Wayne Nelson 
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COMMISSIONER 
Isaac Bojorquez 
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Stanley Rodriguez 
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NAHC HEADQUARTERS 
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West Sacramento, 
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Tribe Name Fed (F)

Non-

Fed (N)

Contact Person Contact Address Phone # Email Address

Agua Caliente Band 
of Cahuilla Indians

F Lacy Padilla, 
Director of Historic 
Preservation/THPO

5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, CA, 
92264

(760) 333-5222 ACBCI-
THPO@aguacalient
e.net

Augustine Band of 
Cahuilla Indians

F Tribal Operations, 84-001 Avenue 54
Coachella, CA, 92236

(760) 398-4722 info@augustinetribe-
nsn.gov

Cabazon Band of 
Mission Indians

F Doug Welmas, 
Chairperson

84-245 Indio Springs
Parkway
Indio, CA, 92203

(760) 342-2593 jstapp@cabazonindi
ans-nsn.gov

Cahuilla Band of 
Indians

F BobbyRay Esaprza, 
Cultural Director

52701 CA Highway 371 
Anza, CA, 92539

(951) 763-5549 besparza@cahuilla-
nsn.gov

Cahuilla Band of 
Indians

F Erica Schenk, 
Chairperson

52701 CA Highway 371 
Anza, CA, 92539

(951) 590-0942 chair@cahuilla-
nsn.gov

Cahuilla Band of 
Indians

F Anthony Madrigal, 
Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer

52701 CA Highway 371 
Anza, CA, 92539

(951) 763-5549 anthonymad2002@
gmail.com

Los Coyotes Band of 
Cahuilla and Cupeño 
Indians

F Ray Chapparosa, 
Chairperson

P.O. Box 189 
Warner Springs, CA, 
92086-0189

(760) 782-0711

Morongo Band of 
Mission Indians

F Robert Martin, 
Chairperson

12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA, 92220

(951) 755-5110 abrierty@morongo-
nsn.gov

Morongo Band of 
Mission Indians

F Ann Brierty, THPO 12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA, 92220

(951) 755-5259 abrierty@morongo-
nsn.gov

Quechan Tribe of the 
Fort Yuma 
Reservation

F Manfred Scott, 
Acting Chairman - 
Kw'ts'an Cultural 
Committee

P.O. Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ, 85366

(928) 210-8739 culturalcommittee@
quechantribe.com

Quechan Tribe of the 
Fort Yuma 
Reservation

F Jill McCormick, 
Historic 
Preservation Officer

P.O. Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ, 85366

(928) 261-0254 historicpreservation
@quechantribe.com
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Quechan Tribe of the 
Fort Yuma 
Reservation

F Jordan Joaquin, 
President, Quechan 
Tribal Council

P.O.Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ, 85366

(760) 919-3600 executivesecretary
@quechantribe.com

Ramona Band of 
Cahuilla

F John Gomez, 
Environmental 
Coordinator

P. O. Box 391670 
Anza, CA, 92539

(951) 763-4105 jgomez@ramona-
nsn.gov

Ramona Band of 
Cahuilla

F Joseph Hamilton, 
Chairperson

P.O. Box 391670 
Anza, CA, 92539

(951) 763-4105 admin@ramona-
nsn.gov

San Manuel Band of 
Mission Indians

F Alexandra 
McCleary, Senior 
Manager of Cultural 
Resources 
Management

26569 Community 
Center Drive 
Highland, CA, 92346

(909) 633-0054 alexandra.mccleary
@sanmanuel-
nsn.gov

Santa Rosa Band of 
Cahuilla Indians

F Steven Estrada, 
Tribal Chairman

P.O. Box 391820 
Anza, CA, 92539

(951) 659-2700 sestrada@santaros
a-nsn.gov

Santa Rosa Band of 
Cahuilla Indians

F Vanessa Minott, 
Tribal Administrator

P.O. Box 391820 
Anza, CA, 92539

(951) 659-2700 vminott@santarosa-
nsn.gov

Serrano Nation of 
Mission Indians

N Mark Cochrane, Co-
Chairperson

P. O. Box 343 
Patton, CA, 92369

(909) 578-2598 serranonation1@gm
ail.com

Serrano Nation of 
Mission Indians

N Wayne Walker, Co-
Chairperson

P. O. Box 343 
Patton, CA, 92369

(253) 370-0167 serranonation1@gm
ail.com

Soboba Band of 
Luiseno Indians

F Joseph Ontiveros, 
Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer

P.O. Box 487 
San Jacinto, CA, 92581

(951) 663-5279 jontiveros@soboba-
nsn.gov

Soboba Band of 
Luiseno Indians

F Isaiah Vivanco, 
Chairperson

P.O. Box 487 
San Jacinto, CA, 92581

(951) 654-5544 ivivanco@soboba-
nsn.com

Soboba Band of 
Luiseno Indians

F Jessica Valdez, 
Cultural Resource 
Specialist

P.O. Box 487 
San Jacinto, CA, 92581

(951) 663-6261 jvaldez@soboba-
nsn.gov

Torres-Martinez 
Desert Cahuilla 
Indians

F Mary Belardo, 
Cultural Committee 
Vice Chair

P.O. Box 1160 
Thermal, CA, 92274

(760) 397-0300 belardom@gmail.co
m

Torres-Martinez 
Desert Cahuilla 
Indians

F Gary Resvaloso, 
TM MLD

P.O. Box 1160 
Thermal, CA, 92274

(760) 777-0365 grestmtm@gmail.co
m
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Torres-Martinez 
Desert Cahuilla 
Indians

F Alesia Reed, 
Cultural Committee 
Chairwoman

P.O. Box 1160 
Thermal, CA, 92274

(760) 397-0300 lisareed990@gmail.
com

Torres-Martinez 
Desert Cahuilla 
Indians

F Abraham Becerra, 
Cultural Coordinator

P.O. Box 1160 
Thermal, CA, 92274

(760) 397-0300 abecerra@tmdci.org

Torres-Martinez 
Desert Cahuilla 
Indians

F Thomas Tortez, 
Chairperson

P.O. Box 1160 
Thermal, CA, 92274

(760) 397-0300 thomas.tortez@tmd
ci.org

Twenty-Nine Palms 
Band of Mission 
Indians

F Sarah O'Brien, 
Tribal Archivist

46-200 Harrison Place 
Coachella, CA, 92236

(760) 863-2460 sobrien@29palmsb
omi-nsn.gov

Twenty-Nine Palms 
Band of Mission 
Indians

F Nicolas Garza, 
Cultural Resources 
Specialist

46-200 Harrison Place 
Coachella, CA, 92236

(760) 863-2486 nicolas.garza@29pa
lmsbomi-nsn.gov

Twenty-Nine Palms 
Band of Mission 
Indians

F Christopher Nicosia, 
Cultural Resources 
Manager/THPO 
Manager

46-200 Harrison Place 
Coachella, CA, 92236

(760) 863-3972 christopher.nicosia
@29palmsbomi-
nsn.gov
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APPENDIX D 
 

PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT 



  

2345 Searl Parkway  ♦  Hemet, CA  92543  ♦   phone 951.791.0033 ♦ fax  951.791.0032  ♦  WesternScienceCenter.org 

 

May 13th, 2024 
BCR Consulting, LLC 
Doug Kazmier 
505 W. 8th St. 
Claremont, CA 91711 
 
Dear Mr. Kazmier, 
 
This letter presents the results of a record search conducted for Pioneertown Land Company 
Project located in unincorporated San Bernardino County CA. The project site is located 
between Pioneertown Road and Mane Street, and east of Roy Rogers Road, on Township 1 
North, Range 5 East, in Section 19 of the Yucca Valley North, CA USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle. 
 
The majority of the project is underlain by Pleistocene-aged gravel and sand (Dibblee and 
Minch 2008). Pleistocene units are considered to be highly paleontologically sensitive. Western 
Science Center does not have localities within the project area or within a 1 mile radius, but 
does have localities within similarly mapped units in Southern California. 

Any fossil specimen from the Pioneertown Land Company Project would be scientifically 
significant. Excavation activity associated with the development of the project area would 
impact the paleontologically sensitive Pleistocene alluvial units, and it is the recommendation 
of the Western Science Center that a paleontological resource mitigation program be put in 
place to monitor, salvage, and curate any recovered fossils associated with the study area. 
 
If you have any questions, or would like further information, please feel free to contact me at 
bstoneburg@westerncentermuseum.org.  

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Brittney Elizabeth Stoneburg, MSc 
Collections Manager 

~ WESTERN SCIENCE CENTER 

mailto:bstoneburg@westerncentermuseum.org


.. 
Pioneertown Land Company Project 
project area + 1 mile radius 

Legend 

.~ 1 Mile Radius 

- grMz: Mesozoic granitic rocks, unit 3 (Sierra Nevada, Death Valley area, Northern Mojave Desert and Transverse Ranges) (Permian to Tertiary; most Mesozoic) 

- Pioneertown Land Company Project 

I I 

.JI 

••• ! , 

• 

• ,.. 

~~ 

. ' 
• . , 

.- f 

\ 

•• ..... .. .. , 
• 

' ' [ 

t 

.... .,,. 

, r 

~ --~M+.,-s J' 
~ ,, ~~ ~ .~ --~~-~~ 

• t.'_•=~ 

y '. • 
_____,-.;---, " 

~~ 
------ • 



J U L Y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 4  B C R  C O N S U L T I N G  
C U L T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  A S S E S S M E N T  

P I O N E E R T O W N  M A N E  S T R E E T  P R E S E R V A T I O N  A N D  I M P R O V E M E N T  P L A N  

 

APPENDIX E 
 

PROJECT PHOTOGRAPHS 
  



J U L Y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 4  B C R  C O N S U L T I N G  
C U L T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  A S S E S S M E N T  

P I O N E E R T O W N  M A N E  S T R E E T  P R E S E R V A T I O N  A N D  I M P R O V E M E N T  P L A N  

 

 
Photo 1: Overview of Project Area (Silver Dollar/Soundstage Building) from N Boundary 
 

 
Photo 2: Overview of Project Area (Pioneertown Gazette Building) from N Boundary 
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Photo 3: Pioneertown Gazette Building N Elevation 
 

 
Photo 4: Silver Dollar (AKA Pioneertown Soundstage) Building N Elevation 
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Photo 5: Overview of Project Area from S Boundary (Silver Dollar Building in Background) 
 

 
Photo 6: Overview of Project Area from SE Corner 
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