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PROJECT TITLE: Martinez Reservair Spillway Vegetation Management Project

PROJECT LOCATION AND ACCESS: The Martinez Reservoir Spillway Vegetation Management Project
(Project) is located within the northern section of the Martinez Reservair spillway (Peyton Creek) in
Martinez, Contra Costa County, CA. The Project site is the earthen spitllway channel {Peyton Creek)
between the concrete portion of the Martinez Reservoir spillway channel and Pacheco Boulevard in
Martinez, CA. The spillway is owned by the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation} and operated and
maintained by Contra Costa Water District {CCWD) as part of the Martinez Reservoir. The spillway
channel can be accessed through a gate at 3300 Pacheco Boulevard, Martinez, CA. See Figure 1 for a
Project vicinity map and Figure 2 for a Project location map.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The Project will consist of annual vegetation management maintenance activities within the earthen
spillway channel {Peyton Creek]) of the Martinez Reservoir between the concrete portion of the
spillway and Pacheco Blvd in Martinez, CA. Performing vegetation management activities to create
and maintain an unohstructed outfall channel for the Martinez Reservoir is a safety requirement
required by the California Division of Safety of Dams. Without this annual vegetation management,
vegetation within the spillway channel would become dense and overgrown, impeding the transport
capacity and function of the emergency spillway.

This Project consists of the following vegetation management activities within the Martinez Reservoir
spiltway:

¢ Mowing and trimming vegetation on the banks of the channel

s Mowing and trimming emergent vegetation within the channel

» Removing trimmed vegetative debris from the stream bed and banks

o Application of EPA-registered herbicides above the water line, as needed
* Removing overhanging branches, as needed

Project activities are expected to occur once annually between April 15 and Cctober 31 for a duration
of up to 14 days. Equipment laydown and vehicle staging will occur in the gravel parking lot and road
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east of the spillway on CCWD property, away from the Peyton Creek top of bank. The following types of
equipment are expected to be present at the project site: heavy equipment {e.g. excavator, backhoe),
hand tools (e.g. string trimmers, weed whackers), and crew trucks.

The environmental impacts of the Project are minimal and temporary. The spillway is channelized for
the reservoir, has been previously disturbed and is surrounded by developed areas, including
industrial buildings, roads, suburban residential housing, and the Martinez Reservoir. Many non-
native plant species are present within the earthen spillway, including a variety of non-native annual
grasses and invasive plants such as giant reed (Arundo donax). Project activities are expected to
temporarily impact up to 0.873 acres within the spillway to the top of bank. See Figure 2 for a map of
the Project area and specific estimates of areas that may be impacted.

These routine vegetation management activities have occurred on a long-term regular basis for over
20 years under a series of CDFW Routine Maintenance Agreements obtained by CCWD. When these
vegetation management activities first occurred at the spillway, CCWD provided compensation for the
initial loss of habitat. No additional habitat loss will occur from continued maintenance within the
same project footprint. No tree removal will occur, and no heavy equipment will enter the wetted
spillway channel. A qualified biologist will conduct pre-activity biological surveys for special status
species and monitor all vegetation management activities. The Project is not anticipated to adversely
affect natural resources or areas of known cultural or historic resources.

CCWD will use the following standard CCWD Best Management Practices (BMPs) to protect the
environment:

1. Pre-Activity Biological Training Program - A qualified biologist will provide a worker
environmental training program to everyone employed at the site prior to the start of
maintenance every year. This training program will include species identification, natural
history, habitat, and protection methods.

2. Nesting Bird Survey and Buffers - For Project activities occurring during the nesting season
(February 15 to September 15), nesting bird surveys will be conducted at the project site by a
qualified biologist prior to the start of work. If any active nests are discovered before or during
construction, the biologist will establish a protective buffer around the nest and monitor the

nest for signs of disturbance.

3. Pre-Activity Special Status Wildlife Species Surveys - A qualified biologist will conduct pre-
activity surveys for California red-legged frog (CRLF) and western pond turtle (WPT) prior to
the start of work each year.

4, Pre-Activity Special Status Plant Surveys - A qualified biologist will conduct a pre-activity
survey for special status plant species prior to the start of work each year. If any special status
plant species are found, they will be flagged and avoided during project activities.
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5. Daily Biological Clearance Surveys and Monitoring - A qualified biologist will conduct daily
pre-clearance surveys for the presence of sensitive species in work areas and staging areas
prior to the start of any work activity or equipment operation. The qualified biologist will
monitor all project activities.

6. Staging Areas - Staging and storage areas for equipment, materials, fuels, lubricants and
solvents, shall be located outside of waters, stream banks, and riparian areas and within
paved or gravel-lined sites.

7. Erosion Control Best Management Practices (BMPs} ~ All exposed soils within the work area
shall be stabilized following completion of earthmoving activities to prevent erosion into the
stream channel. Erosion control BMPs, such as silt fences, straw hay bales, straw wattles,
gravel or rock lined ditches, and water check bars shall be used.

Trash - All trash will be properly contained, removed from the work site, and disposed of daily.

9. Hazardous Materials - The storage and handling of hazardous materials within the Project site
is prohibited and any unused or leftover hazardous products shall be properly contained and
disposed of off-site.

" AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT: Contra Costa Water District
AGENCY CARRYING OUT PROJECT: Contra Costa Water District

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: This Project is exempt under Class 1, Section 15301 (b), as it
involves the maintenance of an existing facility owned by a public utility. The Project is also exempt
under Class 4, Section 15301, as it consists of “minor public or private alterations in the condition of
land, water, and/or vegetation which do not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees
except for forestry or agricultural purposes”.

CONTACT PERSON: Cody Ericksen, Associate Planner, {925) 688-8223

SIGNATURE: &ﬁfﬁ Cckean DATE: 2/5/2026
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Figure 1: Vicinity Map
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Figure 2: Location Map

Project Footprint (Top of Bank)
OHWM (Corps Jurisdiction)
s Top of Bank (COFW Jurisdiction) (1.09 ac)
Habitats within Project Footprint (0.873 ac)
I Developed (<0.001 ac)
[ Freshwater Emergent (0.01 ac)
[ Grassland (0.54 ac)
[ Riparian Bank (0.04 ac)
[~ Riparian Sorub (0.01 ac)
777 Ruderal (0.02 ac)
[ Witow Riparian (0.01 ac)
[l Intermittent Stream (0.243 ac)

Feet
Scale: 1:1,200 1 inch = 100 feet
Print at: 8.68" x 11"

Figure 2: Habitat Map

_-_,: Peyton Creek, Martinez Reservoir
. i > Darvile, Collomis 04506 Contra Costa Water District
Fhone: (25 2324107 Martinez, Contra Costa County, California
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STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable)

LEAD AGENCY ,
CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT (COWD)

LEAD AGENCY EMAIL

DATE
02/05/2026 -

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

DOCUMENT NUMBER
2026-00045

PROJECT TITLE

MARTINEZ RESERVOIR SPILLWAY VEGETATION M

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME
CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT (CCWD)

ANAGEMENT PROJECT
) PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL

PHONE NUMBER
(925) 688-8000

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS
P.O. BOX H20

oY , STATE
CONCORD : CA

ZIP CODE
84524

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)
& Local Publio Agency [[] schaot Distric

t [ other Spegial District [ state Agency ] Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
[l Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
Tl Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND){ND)

$ 4,227.50
$ 3,043.75 s

[ Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to COFW $1,437.25 3

. Bl Exempt from fee
£ Notice of Exemption {attach)
{0 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)

{1 Fee previously paid (attach previously Issued cash receipt copy)

L1 Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $ 85000°%

Bl County documentary handling fee
1 Other
PAYMENT METHOD:

$ 500089
$

’

O Cash [ Credit O Check O Other o TOTALRECEIVED $

_50.00

50.00
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