NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To: County Clerk From: West Kern Water District
Kern County P.O. Box 1105
1115 Truxtun Ave. Taft, CA 93268

Bakersfield, CA 93301

Project Title: \West Kern Fleet Electrification and Microgrid Project
Location: 800 Kern St, Taft, California (APN: 032-030-16; County of Kern)

Description of Activity: The project consists of the installation and operation of behind-the-
meter distributed energy resources at existing West Kern Water District facilities, including an
approximately 406 kW-DC photovoltaic (PV) system installed on carport structures, a battery
energy storage system (BESS) sized up to approximately 270 kW / 810 kWh (final sizing
subject to detailed engineering), and eight dual-port Level 2 electric vehicle supply equipment
(EVSE) units for fleet charging. The project also includes associated electrical infrastructure,
microgrid controls, trenching, and minor site improvements. The system will operate in non-
export mode and will not deliver power to the utility grid.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: West Kern Water District

Exempt Status:
[ ] Ministerial.
[] Declared Emergency.
[ ] Emergency Project.
X Categorical Exemption. State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15301 & 15303
X Statutory Exemption. Public Resources Code Division 13 Environmental Quality,
Section 21080.35 & State Guidelines Section 15282 (k)

Reasons why project is exempt: Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.35 —
Solar Energy Systems, the installation of a solar energy system on an existing parking facility
is statutorily exempt from CEQA. The proposed photovoltaic system will be installed on new
carport structures located within an existing, previously developed parking area that has been
in use for more than two years. The installation does not require the demolition of existing
structures or the removal of mature, protected trees and will not result in a significant
expansion of use. Therefore, the solar PV component of the project qualifies for the statutory
exemption under PRC § 21080.35.

Additionally, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15282(k), the installation, maintenance, or
operation of electric vehicle charging stations is statutorily exempt from CEQA. The project
includes the installation of eight dual-port Level 2 electric vehicle supply equipment units at
an existing developed facility for fleet charging purposes. All associated electrical
infrastructure, trenching, and minor site improvements are ancillary to the installation and
operation of the EV charging stations. Accordingly, the EVSE component of the project



qualifies for the statutory exemption under CEQA Guidelines § 15282(k).

The project qualifies for a Class 1 categorical exemption under State CEQA Guidelines
section 15301 (Existing Facilities) because it involves the installation, operation, and minor
alteration of electrical and energy infrastructure at an existing facility. The improvements will
not result in a significant expansion of existing use and will involve negligible or no change to
the footprint or operational characteristics of the site. Trenching and electrical work are
limited in scope and will occur within previously disturbed areas.

The project also qualifies for a Class 3 categorical exemption under State CEQA Guidelines
section 15303 (New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures), because it includes the
installation of small-scale energy facilities and equipment, including PV carport structures,
battery storage cabinets, EV charging stations, and associated electrical equipment. These
features are accessory to the existing use of the site and do not involve the construction of
large or environmentally disruptive structures.

West Kern Water has determined, based on substantial evidence, that none of the exceptions
to the use of categorical exemptions listed in CEQA Guidelines § 15300.2 apply to this
project. The project will not result in cumulative impacts, is not located in an environmentally
sensitive area, will not have significant effects due to unusual circumstances, will not damage

scenic resources, and will not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Wendy Adams-Rosenberger Telephone (661) 763-3151
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