Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

County Clerk - County of: N/A

Project Title: Readoption of the Emergency Regulations to Amend Sections 150.06, 150.16, Title 14, CCR —
Rescinding of Select Commercial Groundfish Management Measures

Project Applicant: N/A
Project Location: Ocean Waters, north of 37° 07' N latitude.

Project Location — City: N/A
Project Location — County: N/A
Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The proposed project would readopt the emergency regulations which rescinded the commercial 20-fathom
depth constraint and extended federal trip limits for non-nearshore groundfish into state waters north of 37° 07’
N latitude. The proposed project would also keep in place the prohibition on the commercial take of quillback
rockfish, statewide.

The purpose of the proposed project is to restore access to fishing grounds based upon updated scientific
stock assessment information for the quillback rockfish stock off California. The current unwarranted
restrictions constrain commercial fishing efforts to a limited area of the State’s waters. The proposed
regulations would remove these unneeded constraints, and be consistent with anticipated federal regulatory
actions, thereby distributing effort and pressure on groundfish stocks, in both federal and State waters.
Additionally, adoption of scientifically-based seasons, depth constraints, and commercial trip limits provides for
the maintenance of sufficient populations of quillback rockfish and other groundfish to ensure their continued
existence. Overall, the proposed actions preserves natural resources and is protective of the environment.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Exempt Status: (check one):
[J  Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
X  Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 15307, 15308
[J  Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:
See attachment

Lead Agency
Contact Person: Ona Alminas Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 916-902-9222

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? XYes CINo

Signature: Date:January 26, 2026 Title: Environmental Program Manager
X Signed by Lead Agency [ Signed by Applicant.

Date Received for filing at OPR:
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