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feet of their original location, floral resources shall be planted in the most centrally 
available location relative to identified nests. This location shall be no more than 4,900 
feet (l .5-kilometers) from any identified nest. Replaced floral resources may be split 
into multiple patches to meet distance requirements for multiple nests. 

Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive 
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by CDFW or 
USFWS? 

COMMENT 3: Horizontal Directional Drilling 

Section BI0-11, Page 49 

Issue: The MND identifies 3.234 acres of "CDFW jurisdictional streambeds" within the 
Project site, and though the "current project design anticipates avoiding jurisdictional 
wetlands and waters within the Project alignment by utilizing HOD under the jurisdictional 
areas" (page 48) , the mitigation measures included in the MND are insufficient to reduce 
potentially significant impacts on riparian habitat and other sensitive natural communities 
to less-than-significant levels. Mitigation Measure BI0-11 provisions for acquisition of 
permits from regulatory agencies if impacts to jurisdictional aquatic features would occur, 
and states that only "if impacts to riparian vegetation occur, the Construction Contractor 
should retain a qualified biologist to coordinate with the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW) to obtain a Stream bed Alteration Agreement" (page 49). 

The mitigation measures included in the MND do not state whether CDFW would be 
notified per California Fish and Game Code section 1602 to obtain an LSA Agreement for 
Project activities involving HOD under riparian habitat and stream channels. Further, the 
mitigation measures in the MND do not address the specific risks HOD could pose when 
used near sensitive aquatic habitats, and as such do not reduce potentially significant 
impacts to riparian habitat and other sensitive natural communities to less-than-significant 
levels. 

Specific impact, why impact would occur, and evidence impact would be significant: 
HOD is a common trenchless technique used to install utility crossings under watercourses, 
which utilizes a steerable drill bit to bore a shallow arc beneath the overlying obstacle 
and requires the circulation of a drilling fluid to remove rock and soil cuttings and keep 
the bore open. Once the initial bore or pilot hole is completed , the pilot hole can be 
enlarged, or the conduit can be pulled back through the bore to the starting location. 
HOD is advantageous because it can be used beneath the water table , in hard rock 
conditions, and for long distances. 

HOD beneath the surface of waterways in the Project area has the potential to modify 
watershed functions by altering surface and groundwater flows, reducing structural 
integrity of the streambed, and increasing the risk of erosion and scour. Use of HOD has 
potential for accidental release of drilling fluids (which contain clays and other 
deleterious substances such as chemical flocculants) into uplands, riparian habitat, or 
waterbodies. Processes that may result in the release of drilling fluids include hydraulic 
fracturing of the soils (i.e. , frac-out) due to drilling pressures within subsurface substrate , 
and loss of fluids flowing along existing subsurface conduits (e.g. , an existing fracture or a 
permeable layer of gravel that extends to the surface) , and both processes could involve 
release of drilling fluids into the environment. 

CDFW requires an LSA Notification, pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1600 et seq. , 
for Project activities affecting lakes or streams and associated riparian habitat. Notification 
is required for any activity that may substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow; change 
or use material from the bed, channel, or bank (including associated riparian or wetland 
resources); or deposit or dispose of material where it may pass into a river, lake, or stream. 
Work within ephemeral streams, drainage ditches, washes, watercourses with a subsurface 
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flow, and floodplains are generally subject to notification requirements. In addition, 
infrastructure installed beneath such aquatic features, such as through HOD, is also subject 
to notification requirements. Any impacts to the mainstems, tributaries and floodplains or 
associated riparian habitat would likely require an LSA Notification. CDFW, as a responsible 
agency under CEQA, will consider the MND for the Project. CDFW may not execute a final 
LSA Agreement until it has complied with CEQA as a responsible agency. 

Recommendation 4: CDFW recommends including the following mitigation measure to 
reduce potentially significant impacts of HOD to less-than-significant levels: 

Recommended Horizontal Directional Drilling Mitigation Measure: Prior to Project 
implementation, CDFW shall be notified pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1600 
et seq for all Project activities, including use of HOD, affecting streams and associated 
riparian habitat. The notification to CDFW shall include a thorough plan for HOD risk 
mitigation, as well as results of geotechnical investigations, scour analyses 
demonstrating pipeline alignments at sufficient depths beneath watercourses, hydro­
fracture analyses determining the safety factor and potential risk of inadvertent return 
of drilling fluids, and incorporation of sufficiently sized setbacks of entry/exit locations 
from sensitive habitats. If available, the notification shall also include a HOD Execution 
Plan detailing construction risk mitigation measures such as inclusion of plastic sheeting 
with elevated borders under equipment, continuous monitoring during drilling, and 
testing of fluid volume and properties during drilling, at a minimum. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative 
declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or 
supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e) .) 
Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural communities detected 
during Project surveys to the CNDDB. The CNDDB field survey form can be filled out and 
submitted online at the following link: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. 
The types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at the following link: 
https: //www.wildlife.ca .gov /Data/ C N DD B /Pia nts-a nd-An i mals . 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEES 

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife , and assessment of 
environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice 
of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental 
review by CDFW. Payment of the environmental document filing fee is required in order for 
the underlying project approval to be operative , vested , and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 
753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.) 

CONCLUSION 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist Mid-Coastside Sewer 
Authority in identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. 

Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Shannon 
Husband, Environmental Scientist, at (707) 337-1364 or Shannon.Husband@wildlife.ca.gov; or 
Wesley Stokes, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisory) , at Wesley.Stokes@wildlife.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

G
DocuSigned by: 

g,,,,.,,,,,e~ 
877E9A6211EF486 

Erin Chappell 
Regional Manager 
Bay Delta Region 
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Kishen Prathivadi, P.E, PMP 
Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside 
1000 N Cabrillo Hwy 
Half Moon Bay, CA 
650-726-0124 Office 
650-726-7833 Fax 
kishen@samcleanswater.org 
www.samcleanswater.org 

From: Zoe Van Duivenbode <zvanduivenbode@smcgov.org> 

Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2026 4:12 PM 

To: SAMFMMontara <SAMFMMontara@samcleanswater.org>; Kishen Prathivadi 

<kishen@sa mclea nswater.org> 

Subject: County of San Mateo Comments : SAM Force Main in Montara Replacement Project Initial 

Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration {IS/MND} 

EXTERNAL EMAIL - This email was sent by a person from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
clicking links, opening attachments or taking further action, before validating its authenticity. 

You don't often get email from zvanduivenbode@smq;iov.or1;1. Learn why this is imi;iortant 

Dear Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside, 

The County of San Mateo's Sustainability Department and the Department of Public Works 

(DPW) appreciate the opportunity to review and provide comment on the Draft Initial Study/ 

Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) prepared for the SAM Force Main in Montara 

Replacement Project (Project). The Sustainability Department submits the following 

comments in its capacity as a stormwater compliance agency with regulatory oversight 

responsibilities under the Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit (MRP) and as a co-permittee 

for the bacteria-impaired Pillar Point Harbor-Venice Beach TMDL and San Vicente Creek WQIP 

watersheds traversed by the Project. DPW submits its comments in its capacity as lead 

agency for County maintained roads and infrastructure. 



The County acknowledges that the Project serves an important public benefit - replacing an 

aging, sewer force main that poses a direct sanitary threat to these impaired receiving waters. 

We are broadly supportive of the Project's goals. However, the IS/MND as 

drafted contains several significant concerns in its stormwater and water quality analysis. Our 

comments are organized below by topic. 

Sustainability Department Comments 

1: TMDL/WQIP Applicability Not Acknowledged 

The IS/MND does not mention, analyze, or identify consistency with the Pillar Point Harbor­

Venice Beach Bacteria TMDL or the San Vicente Creek WQIP - both directly applicable to 

receiving waters affected by this Project. 

Request: Revise IS/MND to include substantive TMDL/WQIP consistency analysis, applicable 

Waste Loas Allocations and numeric targets, construction-related bacteria discharge 

pathways, and targeted mitigation measures. 

2: Inadequate Project-Specific Water Quality Analysis 

Despite the proximity to sensitive receiving waters, the IS/MND provides no project-specific 

analysis of how construction activities near each water body could affect water quality. Key 

gaps: (a) no sewage spill risk analysis for bypass vaults adjacent to jurisdictional waters 

spanning two wet seasons; (b) no mitigation for the staging area's acknowledged overlap with 

136 feet of Reach A and 1,360 sq. ft. of riparian woodland. 

Request: Provide a sewage bypass spill risk analysis with spill prevention/response measures, 

and project redesign or specific BMPs to eliminate Reach A staging impacts. 

3: Mitigation Measure B10-12 Is Insufficient as Primary Water Quality Mitigation 

BIO-12 restates existing CGP requirements and provides no project-specific measures. 

Missing: bacteria-specific BMPs, dewatering management plan, sewer bypass failure response 

plan, and pre/post-construction water quality monitoring. 

Request: Supplement BIO-12 with an Enhanced SWPPP/WQMP with bacteria-specific controls, 

a Sewer Bypass Failure and Spill Response Plan, a Dewatering Management Plan, and fecal 

indicator bacteria monitoring at San Vicente and Denniston Creeks. 

Department of Public Works Comments 

Required for all work within the county public roadway network (e.g. county-maintained and 

non-county-maintained): 

1. Project will require an Encroachment Permit from DPW. 

2. Traffic Control Plan is required for all work affecting traffic on all public roads 

(e.g. county-maintained roads and non-county-maintained roads). 

Infrastructure restoration requirements within the unincorporated county: 

1. For all roads (e.g. county-maintained roads, non-county-maintained roads, and private 



roads): 

a. Trench repairs to follow County trench repair standard details (T-cut with 12" wide T­

sections). 

b. Pavement restoration for utility underground projects to follow County pavement 

restoration standard details (e.g. microsurface EP - EP, extend to full length/limit of the 

project). 

c. All affected roadway stripes, legends, pavement markings, etc. to be replaced with 

thermoplastics (e.g. heat extruded thermoplastic only). Striping, legends, pavement 

markings, etc. per Caltrans 2018 Standard Plans. Submit striping plans to DPW - Road 

Operations (Attn: Tim Cheng) for approval. 

2. Other non-road related infrastructures (e.g. culverts, catch basins, drainage inlets, 

ditches, swales, sidewalks, curbs, valley gutters, etc.) repair requirements within the 

unincorporated county: 

a. Any damages to any infrastructures within the public road right-of-way shall be 

replaced/repaired to current standards. Submit repair plans to DPW - Road Operations 

(Attn: Tim Cheng) for approval. 

b. Any damages to private property utilities (e.g. water lateral, sewer lateral, gas lateral, 

etc.) shall be repaired per the respective utility's standards. 

Proposed mitigations for the SAM Force Main in Montara Project: 

1. Mitigations proposed for the project may not to be installed within the public right-of­

way. 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 

Best, 

Zoe van Duivenbode (she/her) 
Acting Climate Resilience Program Manager 
zvanduivenbode@smcgov.org 
Phone: 650-363-4730 

San Mateo County Sustainability Department 
www.smcsustainabilit 
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From: Chanda Singh <csi ngh@smcgov.org> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2026 4 :24 PM 

To: SAMFMMontara@samcleanswater.org; Kishen Prathivadi <kishen@samcleanswater.org> 

Cc: Debra Leight <dleight@mnsengineers.com>; Steve Monowitz <smonowitz@smcgov.org>; Sophie 

Mintier <smintier@smcgov.org>; Bharat Singh <bsingh@smcgov.org>; Michael Schaller 

<mschaller@smcgov.org>; Carter Choi <cchoi@smcgov.org>; maria .sedghi 

<maria .sedghi@aecom.com>; Price, Esperanza <pricee@sa mtra ns.com>; 

jeneane.crawford@dot .ca.gov; Dietrich, Digna@DOT <digna.dietrich@dot.ca .gov>; Peter Allen 

<peter .a I len@coasta I .ca .gov>; Cooper, lsobel@Coasta I <Isobel .Cooper@coastaI.ca .gov>; Ashley, 

Melissa@Coastal <melissa .ashley@coastal.ca.gov>; Zoe Van Duivenbode 

<zvanduivenbode@smcgov.org> 

Subject: [External] SAM Force Main Project and Moss Beach Project Coordination 

Dear Mr. Prathivadi : 

The County of San Mateo Planning and Building Department (Department) appreciates the 

opportunity to provide additional comments regarding the proposed Sewer Authority 

Midcoastside {SAM) Force Main in Montara Replacement Project. We acknowledge that the 30-day 

review period for the CEQA Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) ended on 

February 27, 2026, and that SAM staff intends to take the project to its Board in April 2026 for 

approval. We also note that the draft IS/MND includes anticipated permitting, including a Coastal 

Development Permit from the County. 

Since 2021, the Department has been leading the Moss Beach State Route 1 Congestion and Safety 

Improvements Project (Moss Beach Project), an effort to improve transportation conditions on and 

across State Route 1 from about 14th Street to Marine Boulevard . The Moss Beach Project is 

currently in the Project Approval and Environmental Studies phase, and we anticipate that a draft 

Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration will be released in April 2026 for public review and 

comment. The Moss Beach Project is funded primarily by the San Mateo County Transportation 

Authority (SMCTA) through Measure Wand County local funds; Caltrans is the lead agency under 

CEQA. In addition, Caltrans began construction of the State Route 1 Multi-Asset Roadway 



Rehabilitation Project in 2025, which is a pavement rehabilitation project between Marine Boulevard 

in Moss Beach and through Half Moon Bay. 

The SAM Force Main in Montara Replacement Project is in the Caltrans right of way and its limits 

overlap with both the Moss Beach Project and State Route 1 Multi-Asset Roadway Rehabilitation 

Project . 

The Department did not see discussion of the Moss Beach Project or Multi-asset Roadway 

Rehabilitation Project in the IS/MND, and the SAM Project does not appear to take into account the 

proposed Moss Beach Project's Build Alternatives into its design . The Moss Beach Project team has 

engaged with SAM staff in the past, including meeting during the development of the Project 

Initiation Document {2022), engagement at the Moss Beach Project's Open House {2023), site visit 

{2024), and have made several attempts to secure information from SAM {2025) . To our knowledge, 

SAM did not reach out to the Department to coordinate during the development of its project and 

preparation of the IS/MND. 

We understand there is urgency for SAM's Project; however, it is critical that the SAM Force Main in 

Montara Replacement Project and Moss Beach Project align in order to reduce costs to involved 

agencies and to minimize impacts to the environment and community. We recommend that SAM 

inform the Midcoast Community Council of the proposed project and consider feedback it may have, 

as the Council was not aware of this project. We respectfully request that SAM staff inform its Board 

of Directors of the relationship of the SAM Project to the Moss Beach Project, and of our desire to 

coordinate . We would like to meet as soon as feasible to discuss next steps. Please let us know your 

availability. 

Sincerely, 

Chanda Singh 

Chanda Singh (she/her) 

Sen ior Transportati on Planner 

County of San Mateo 

Plann ing and Bu ilding Depa rtment 

455 County Cen ter, 2nd Floor 

Redwood City, CA 94063 

650-363-4263 

csingh@smcgov.org 

www.smcgov.org/planning 
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www.dot.ca.gov 

February 27, 2026 

Kishen Prathivadi, PE, PMP, General Manager 
Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside {SAM) 
1000 N. Cabrillo Hwy 
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 

GAVI N NEWSOM , GOVERNOR 

• • 
lb/trans· 

SCH # : 2026010972 
GTS # : 04-SM-2026-00760 
GTS ID: 39049 
Co/Rt/Pm: SM/1 /32.5 to 35.24 

Re: SAM Force Main in Montera Replacement Project - Draft Initial Study /Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/MND) 

Dear Kishen Prathivadi: 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation {Caltrans) in the 
environmental review process for the SAM Force Main in Montoro Replacement 
Project. The Local Development Review {LDR) Program reviews land use projects and 
plans to ensure consistency with our mission and state planning priorities . The following 
comments are based on our review of the January 2026 Draft IS/MND. 

Please note this correspondence does not indicate an official position or approval by 
Caltrans on this project and is for informational purposes only. 

Project Understanding 
The proposed project includes the construction of a replacement sewer force main 
segment of approximately 13,540 feet along State Route {SR) 1 between Moss Beach 
and El Granada. In addition to the in-kind replacement of the existing sewer force 
main, relocation of the force main connection from 200 feet southwest of Coral Reef 
Ave to the intersection of SR 1 /Coral Reef Ave is also proposed. Project work will occur 
within Caltrans right-of-way {ROW) . 

Design 
During the proposed project 's design phase, please complete utility verification to 
identify any potential utility conflicts . If any portions of the old sewer pipeline are to be 
abandoned in place, please ensure that policies and procedures for filling and 
abandoning old lines are followed . 

"Provide a safe and re liable transportation network that serves a ll people and respects the environment." 
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Encroachment Permit 
Please be advised that any temporary or permanent work including traffic control that 
encroaches in, under, or over any portion of the State highway ROW requires a 
Caltrans-issued encroachment permit. 

The Office of Encroachment Permits requires 100% complete design plans and 
supporting documents to review and circulate the permit application package. The 
review and approval of encroachment projects is managed through the 
Encroachment Permits Office Process {EPOP) or the Project Delivery Quality 
Management Assessment Process {QMAP), depending on project scope, complexity, 
and completeness of the application. Please use the following resources to determine 
the appropriate review process: 

- TR-0416 Applicant's Checklist (link) 

- Caltrans Encroachment Projects Processes - Information Video (link) 

- Flowchart, Figure 1 .2 in Section 108, Overview of the Encroachment Review 
Process, of Chapter 100 - The Permit Function, Caltrans Encroachment Permit 
Manual (link) 

The permit approval typically takes less than 60 days, but may take longer depending 
on the project scope, size, complexity, completeness, compliance with applicable 
laws, standards, policies, and quality of the permit package submitted. Projects 
requiring exceptions to design standards, exceptions to encroachment policies, or 
external agency approvals may need more time to process. 

To obtain more information and download the permit application, please visit Caltrans 
Encroachment Permits (link). 

Construction-Related Impacts 
Project work that requires movement of oversized or excessive load vehicles on State 
roadways requires a transportation permit that is issued by Caltrans. To apply, please 
visit Caltrans Transportation Permits (link). 

Prior to construction, coordination may be required with Caltrans to develop a 
Transportation Management Plan {TMP) to reduce construction traffic impacts to the 
State Transportation Network {STN). 

Please include a traffic control plan for project construction with your encroachment 
permit application package. The Office of Highway Operations will need to review 
requests for any road closures {lane, shoulder) on SR 1. Caltrans Standard Plans for 
Temporary Traffic Control (link) must be applied during construction. 

" Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment." 
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Equitable Access 
If any Caltrans facilities are impacted by the project, those facilities must meet 
Americans with Disabilities Act {ADA) Standards after project completion. As well, the 
project must maintain bicycle and pedestrian access during construction. These 
access considerations support Caltrans' equity mission to provide a safe, sustainable, 
and equitable transportation network for all users. 

Hydrology 
Please ensure that any increase in storm water runoff to State Drainage Systems or 
Facilities be treated, contained on project site, and metered to preconstruction levels. 
Any floodplain impacts must be documented and mitigated. 

Cultural Resources 
For the construction activities within Caltrans ROW, these mitigation measures shall be 
implemented if there is an archaeological discovery. If there is an inadvertent 
archaeological or burial discovery within Caltrans ROW, please immediately contact 
the Caltrans Office of Cultural Resource Studies at {510) 847-1977. A staff 
archaeologist will evaluate the finds within one business day after contact. Caltrans 
requires review of any potential data recovery plans within Caltrans ROW. 

Thank you again for including Caltrans in the environmental review process. Should 
you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Luana Chen, Associate 
Transportation Planner, via LDR-D4@dot.ca.gov. For future early coordination 
opportunities or project referrals, please visit Caltrans LDR website (link) or contact LDR­
D4@dot.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

YUNSHENG LUO 
Branch Chief, Local Development Review 
Office of Regional and Community Planning 

c: State Clearinghouse 

" Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment." 




