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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency):
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 Santa Barbara County Flood Control District

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of: Santa Barbra (Address)

130 E. Victoria St, Suite 200, Santa Barbara CA 93101

Project Title: Emergency Response Actions from Impacts of December 2025 and January 2026 Storms

Project Applicant: Santa Barbara County Flood Control District

Project Location - Specific:
Various sites County-wide

Project Location - City: Project Location - County: Santa Barbara County
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

Severe storms and rain events in early December 2025 and January 2026 resulted in flooding, sedimentation, and debris impacts throughout Santa Barbara County. As
a result of the damages and the need to repair and restore drainage facilities, the Santa Barbara County Flood Control District has engaged in emergency response and
will continue to implement measures to mitigate the emergency and prevent or mitigate subsequent emergencies during the remaining winter rainy season. The
response activities may include, but are not limited to: debris removal, sediment management, channel dredging, creek and channel restoration, beach sediment
disposal operations, vegetation management, and other flood control facility repairs and maintenance.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: S@nta Barbara County
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Santa Barbara County Flood Control District

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
U Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
[ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
O Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

Section 15269(c): Specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency that does not have a low probability of
occurrence. Flood control infrastructure and drainage facilities were impacted by severe weather and must be maintained and
repaired to restore flood protection performance. The pending winter and early spring months are likely to bring more periods of
intense rainfall. There is not an insignificant chance of additional storms this winter rainy season, and immediate action is
required to remove debris from the flood control system in order to create additional capacity in the event of additional storms.

Lead Agency
Contact Person: Andrew Raaf Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 805-722-7250

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exempti een filed by the public agency approving the project? = Yes No

Signature: _—Date: 01/07/2026 Title: ENvironmental Manager

« Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011



NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO: Santa Barbara County Clerk of the Board of Supervisors [ e

(Y

FROM: Public Works Department — Flood Control District
B JA s P 327
The project or activity identified below is determined to be exempt from further environmental review
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as deﬁned in the State ands
County Guidelines for the implementation of CEQA. EEM 5 o0 o o Com

B )

APN(s) : Various Case No: Not Applicable

Location: Countywide

Project Title: Emergency Response Actions from Impacts of December 2025 and January 2026 Storms.

Project Description:

Severe storms and rain events in early December 2025 and January 2026 resulted in flooding,
sedimentation, and debris impacts throughout Santa Barbara County. As a result of the damages and the
need to repair and restore drainage facilities, the Santa Barbara County Flood Control District has
engaged in emergency response and will continue to implement measures to mitigate the emergency and
prevent or mitigate subsequent emergencies during the remaining winter rainy season. The response
activities may include, but are not limited to: debris removal, sediment management, channel dredging,
creek and channel restoration, beach sediment disposal operations, vegetation management, and other
flood control facility repairs and maintenance.

There is not an insignificant chance of additional storms this winter rainy season, and immediate action is
required to remove debris from the flood control system in order to create additional capacity in the event
of additional storms.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of Santa Barbara

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Flood Control District

Exempt Status:

Ministerial

Statutory Exemption
Categorical Exemption
X___Emergency Project
Declared Emergency

Cite specific CEQA and/or CEQA Guideline Section:

Section 15269(c): Specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency that does not have a low
probability of occurrence. Flood control infrastructure and drainage facilities were impacted by severe
weather and must be maintained and repaired to restore flood protection performance. The pending winter
and early spring months are likely to bring more periods of intense rainfall.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Andrew Raaf Phone #: (805)_722-7250
Department/Di {’on R esen ive: AWalter Rubalcava Date:_January 7, 2026
Signature: ; ’(4 ,//{’/\ / ( &)&///




Acceptance Date: [ = / 5 -4 290’1(9

Upon project approval, this form must be filed with the County Clerk of the Board and posted by the Clerk of the Board
for a period of 30 days to begin a 35 day statute of limitations on legal challenge

[~ (%’l@ﬂ(o

te Filed by County Clerk




DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.5a

SEEINSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE ORPRINTCLEARLY.

Print - Save
RECEIPT NUMBER:
42 — 01/16/2026 — 020

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable)

LEAD AGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL DATE

Santa Barbara County Flood Control & Water Conservation Dist| asraaf@countyofsb.org 01/16/2026
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
|Se_w_yta Barbara _ B

PROJECT TITLE

Emergency Response Actions from Impacts of December 2025 and January 2026 Storms

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
Walter Rubalcava wrubalc@countyofsb.org (805) 568-3436
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
130 E. Victoria St., Suite 200 Santa Barbara CA 93101
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)
Local Public Agency [] School District [] other Special District [] state Agency [[] Private Entity
CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
[ Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $4,227.50 $ 0.00
O Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $3,043.75 $ 0.00
[0 Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $1,437.25 $ 0.00
Exempt from fee
Notice of Exemption (attach)
[J CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)
[ Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)
[ water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $850.00 0.00
County documentary handling fee 50.00
[J Other
PAYMENT METHOD:
[0 cash [J Credit [ Check Other TOTAL RECEIVED  §$ 50.00
SIGNATURE IAGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE
X W M Katherine Douglas, Deputy Clerk
ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFWIASB COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK DFW 753.5a (Rev. 01012026)
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