
1. Project title: 

2. Lead agency: 

3. Contact person: 

4. Project location: 

5. Latitude, Longitude: 

YOKOIIL CREEK RECJ--L'\RGE PROJECT 
EXETER TRRIGATION DISTRICT 

INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 

Yokohl Creek Recharge Project 

Exeter Irrigation District 
150 South E Street 
Exeter, CA 93221 

Dennis R. Keller 
Dennis R. Keller Consulting Civil Engineer, Inc. 
(559) 732-7938 

Yokohl Creek, north of State Highway 198 between 

Road 212 and Road 220. Approximately 3.2 miles 
Northeast of Exeter 

Section 30, T18S, R27E, Mount Diablo Base and 
Meridian 

36"19'55.15" N, 119°05'48" W (Check Structure) 

36°19'38" N 119° 04'32.75" W (Discharge Structure) 

6. General plan designation: Valley Agriculture 

7. Zoning: 

8. Description of project: 

Exclusive Agricultural Zone - 20 acre minimum (AE-20) 

The Exeter Irrigation District (District) provides water 

for agricultural irrigation purposes. The Proposed 

Project consists of a new concrete check structure in 

Yokohl Creek to increase the recharge capacity of the 

reach. The Proposed Project also includes a discharge 

structure along Yokohl Creek that will enable the 

District to deliver surplus surface water to the creek for 

recharge purposes. Construction will include the 

clearing and site preparation, excavation for the check 

and discharge structures, concrete placement and 

backfill, compaction and surface restoration efforts to 

complete the new structures. 
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YOKOIIL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT

Project title:

Lead agency:

Contact person:

. Project location:

Latitude, Longitude:

Zoning:

Description of project:

General plan designation:

EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

Yokoh! Creek Recharge Project

Exeter Irrigation District

150 South E Street
Exeter, CA 93221

Dennis R. Keller
Dennis R. Keller Consulting Civil Engineer, Inc.
(559) 732-7938

Yokohl Creek, north of State Highway 198 between
Road 212 and Road 220. Approximately 3.2 miles
Northeast of Exeter

Section 30, T18S, R27E, Mount Diablo Base and
Meridian

36°19'55.15” N, 119°05’48" W (Check Structure)
36°19'38" N 119° 04'32.75” W {Discharge Structure}

Valley Agriculture

Exclusive Agricultural Zone — 20 acre minimum {AE-20)

The Exeter Irrigation District (District) provides water
for agricultural irrigation purposes. The Proposed
Project consists of a new concrete check structure in
Yokohl Creek to increase the recharge capacity of the
reach. The Proposed Project also includes a discharge
structure along Yokohl Creek that will enable the
District to deliver surplus surface water to the creek for
recharge purposes. Construction will include the
clearing and site preparation, excavation for the check
and discharge structures, concrete placement and
backfill, compaction and surface restoration efforts to
complete the new structures.
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YOKO I IL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 

EXETER IRRIGATION DIS1RlCT 

9. Surrounding land uses and setting: 

10. Other public agencies whose 
approval is required 

Surrounding land uses include rural residential areas 

mixed with agricultural areas. The Project includes 

elements within and along the banks of Yokohl Creek. 

The Creek experiences seasonal flows dependent on 

snow and rainfall within the Yokohl Creek watershed 

and excess irrigation water discharges. 

Tulare County Flood Control District; 

United States Army Corps of Engineers; 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife; 

California Department of Water Resources; 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board; and 

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District. 
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EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

9. Surrounding land uses and setting:

10. Other public agencies whose
approval is required

Surrounding land uses include rural residential areas
mixed with agricultural areas. The Project includes
elements within and along the banks of Yokohl Creek.
The Creek experiences seasonal flows dependent on
show and rainfall within the Yokohl Creek watershed
and excess Irrigation water discharges.

Tulare County Flood Control District;
United States Army Corps of Engineers;
California Department of Fish and Wildlife;
California Department of Water Resources;
California Regional Water Quality Control Board; and
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District.













YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES (continued) 

Discussion 

A Biological Evaluation Report (Report) was completed in May, 2025, that included a field survey 

completed in April, 2025. Identification of special status species included a search of the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife's (CDFW) California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) and California 

Native Plant Society (CNPS) Online Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California. The 

Report has been attached for reference. 

a. Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporation. The Report established that the potential 

exists for construction-related mortality and/or disturbances to nesting raptors and/or migratory 

birds, including the Swainson's Hawk. The Report determined that the magnitude of the potential 

impacts could be reduced to a less than significant level through the incorporation of the following 

mitigation practices: scheduling of construction during low risk times of year (i.e., construction 

timing), preconstruction surveys and avoidance of active nests. The Report also recommended the 

establishment of construction and monitoring of active nests if necessary for the Swainson's Hawk. 

Preventive measures shall be incorporated into construction documents to avoid potential impacts. 

Based upon the biological field survey the Report concluded that less than significant impacts 

would occur to special status plants and specia I status animal species within the Project vicinity and 

subsequent mitigation measures are not required. 

b. No Impact. The biological field survey did not establish the presence of sensitive natural 

communities or designated critical habitat on the Proposed Project site. 

c. No Impact. The biological field survey conducted in April, 2025, did not identify any wetlands on 

the Proposed Project site. 

d. Less than Significant Impact. The biological field survey established that Yokohl Creek could 

facilitate movement of wildlife. The Report concluded that the Proposed Project, however, will not 

result in features that impedes movement of common native wildlife. 

e. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not conflict with the Tulare County General Plan (2012). The 

Proposed Project Site does not present a change in the designated land uses for the Project area. 

f. No Impact. No habitat conservation plan has been identified for or that includes the Project area. 

Since the Proposed Project does not result in any change to existing land use and associated 

conditions, it not expected to conflict with any local, regional or state consetvation plans. 
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES (continued)

Discussion
A Biological Evaluation Report (Report} was completed in May, 2025, that included a field survey
completed in April, 2025. Identification of special status species included a search of the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife's {CDFW) California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) and California
Native Plant Society (CNPS) Online Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California. The
Report has been attached for reference.

a. Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporation. The Report established that the potential
exists for construction-related mortality and/or disturbances to nesting raptors and/or migratory
birds, including the Swainson’s Hawk. The Report determined that the magnitude of the potential
impacts could be reduced to a less than significant level through the incorporation of the following
mitigation practices: scheduling of construction during low risk times of year (i.e., construction
timing), preconstruction surveys and avoidance of active nests. The Report also recommended the
establishment of construction and monitoring of active nests if necessary for the Swainson’s Hawk.
Preventive measures shall be incorporated into construction documents to avoid potential impacts.

Based upon the biological field survey the Report concluded that less than significant impacts
would occur to special status plants and special status animal species within the Project vicinity and
subsequent mitigation measures are not required,

b. No Impact. The biological field survey did not establish the presence of sensitive natural
communities or designated critical habitat on the Proposed Project site.

¢.  No Impact. The biological field survey conducted in April, 2025, did not identify any wetlands on
the Proposed Project site.

d. Less than Significant Impact. The biological field survey established that Yokohl Creek could
facilitate movement of wildlife. The Report concluded that the Proposed Project, however, will not
result in features that impedes movement of common native wildlife,

e. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not conflict with the Tulare County General Plan (2012). The
Proposed Project Site does not present a change in the designated land uses for the Project area.

f. No Impact. No habitat conservation plan has been identified for or that includes the Project area.
Since the Proposed Project does not result in any change to existing land use and associated
conditions, it not expected to conflict with any local, regional or state conservation plans.
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXE1ER IRRlGATION DISTRICT 

VII. GEOLOGY AND SOILS (continued) 

Discussion 
a. No Impact. The Proposed Project location is not shown to be in an area designated to be affected 

by active earthquake fault zones, or landslide and liquefaction zones, as reviewed through the 

California Geological Survey Information Warehouse web-based regulatory mapping tool. 

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project location consists of sandy loam soils. The Proposed Project area 

will be restored to existing conditions following construction. Construction specifications for the 

Proposed Project will require compaction of all disturbed areas and restoration of vegetation which 

will minimize the potential for erosion. 

c. No Impact. According to the National Resource Conservation Service (Soil Conservation Service}, 

the Proposed Project area consists of Exeter Loam and Yettem Sandy Loam. The soil summary does 

not list any geologic hazards such as soil instability or subsidence. See response to Item (a). 

d. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not include the construction of permanent dwelling 
buildings. 

e. No Impact. Criteria does not apply. The Proposed Project does not include installation of septic 

tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. 
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

VI.  GEOLOGY AND SOILS (continued)

Discussion
No Impact. The Proposed Project location is not shown to be in an area designated to be affected
by active earthquake fault zones, or landslide and liquefaction zones, as reviewed through the
California Geological Survey Information Warehouse web-based regulatory mapping tool.

No Impact. The Proposed Project location consists of sandy loam soils. The Proposed Project area
will be restored to existing conditions following construction. Construction specifications for the
Proposed Project will require compaction of all disturbed areas and restoration of vegetation which
will minimize the potential for erosion.

No Impact. According to the National Resource Conservation Service (Soil Conservation Service),
the Proposed Project area consists of Exeter Loam and Yettem Sandy Loam. The soil summary does
not list any geologic hazards such as soil instability or subsidence. See response to Item (a).

No Impact. The Proposed Project does not include the construction of permanent dwelling
buildings.

No Impact. Criteria does not apply. The Proposed Project dees not include installation of septic
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems.
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRJGA TION DIS1RICT 

VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS {continued) 

Discussion 

a. Less than Significant Impact. The construction and operation of the Proposed Project may require 

the use of chemicals for associated equipment operation (lubricants). The quantities of such 

chemicals will not represent a significant hazard. The transport, use and storage of chemicals will 

be in accordance with regulatory requirements. 

b. Less than Significant Impact. The operation of the Proposed Project will not require the regular use 

of significant quantities of chemicals. Equipment operation associated with construction will 

require lubricants. The quantities of such chemicals will not represent a significant hazard. 

c. No Impact. The Proposed Project is not located within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed 

school. 

d. No Impact. The Proposed Project will not be constructed on a hazardous materials site. The 

Proposed Project site is not on the Cortese List. 

e. No Impact. The Proposed Project site is not located within an airport land use plan. The nearest 

public airstrip is approximately six (6.5) miles away (Sequoia Field). The City of Visalia Airport also 

lies approximately 6.5 miles away. 

f. No Impact. There are no emergency response plans which involve the Proposed Project site. 

g. No Impact. Wildlands are not considered present within the Project area. The Proposed Project 

area consists of river embankments with adjacent agricultural lands or roadways. No changes in 

adjacent land uses are proposed. 
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Vill. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS (continued)

Discussion
Less than Significant Impact. The construction and operation of the Proposed Project may require
the use of chemicals for associated equipment operation (lubricants). The quantities of such
chemicals will not represent a significant hazard. The transport, use and storage of chemicals will
be in accordance with regulatory requirements.

Less than Significant Impact. The operation of the Proposed Project will not require the regular use
of significant quantities of chemicals. Equipment operation associated with construction will
require lubricants. The quantities of such chemicals will not represent a significant hazard.

No Impact. The Proposed Project is not located within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school.

No Impact. The Proposed Project will not be constructed on a hazardous materials site. The
Proposed Project site is not on the Cortese List.

No Impact. The Proposed Project site is not located within an airport land use plan. The nearest
public airstrip is approximately six (6,5) miles away {Sequoia Field). The City of Visalia Airport also
lies approximately 6.5 miles away.

No Impact. There are no emergency response plans which involve the Proposed Project site.

No Impact. Wildlands are not considered present within the Project area. The Proposed Project
area consists of river embankments with adjacent agricultural lands or roadways. No changes in
adjacent land uses are proposed.
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRIUGA110N DISTRJCT 

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

Would the project: 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements or otherwise substantially 
degrade surface or groundwater quality? 

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that the project may impede sustainable 
groundwater management of the basin? 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river, in a manner which 
would: 

i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or 
off-site; 

ii) substantially increase the tate or amount of 
surface runoff in a manner which would 
result in flooding on-or off-site; 

iii") create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff; or 

iv) impede or redirect flood flows? 

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk 
release of pollutants due to project inundation? 

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a 
water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan? 
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Would the project:

4)

b)

d)

9

Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or otherwise substantially
degrade sutface or groundwater quality?

Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge
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Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of

the site or area, including through the alteration of
the course of a stream or river, in a mannct which
would:
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off-site;

i) substantially increase the rate or amount of
surface runoff in a manner which would

result in flooding on- ot  off-site;

iii) create or contribute runoff water which
would exceed the capacity of existing or

planned stormwater drainage systems or
provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff; or
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YO KOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRJCT 

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY (continued ) 

Discussion 

a. Less than Significant Impact. The Proposed Project, whether during construction or following 

completion, would not degrade water quality. Yokohl Creek will be dry {i.e., no flow or water 

present) during construction. Construction requirements such as a Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be utilized to prevent potential water quality impacts. Operation of 

the check structure will not affect water quality. 

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not include any groundwater extraction facilities. The 

Proposed Project constructs a water check structure to facilitate groundwater recharge. The 

Proposed Project will not result in community growth that would increase groundwater use. 

c(i) Less than Significant Impact. Elements of the Proposed Project will be constructed at existing 

grades. No changes to existing grades are proposed. The Proposed Project will not substantially 

alter the existing drainage pattern of the area. Construction specifications for the Proposed 

Project will require compact of all disturbed areas which will minimize the potential for erosion. 

c(ii) No Impact. The Proposed Project site is located within the channel of Yokohl Creek. The Proposed 

Project would not alter the existing drainage pattern of the area. Runoff occurring behind the 

levees is and will remain away from the Project site. 

c(iii) No Impact. The Proposed Project area is not served by a stormwater drainage system. See 

response to Item c(ii). 

c(iv) Less than Significant Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channel of the Yokohl 

Creek. The Project site is considered within a "Special Flood Hazard Area". The Proposed Project 

elements consists of new features within the channel. The Proposed Project will be designed to 

not impede or redirect or otherwise change flood flows within the channel. National Flood Hazard 

Layer Firmette maps are attached for reference. The Proposed Project will include facility removal 

features to allow passage of flood flows. 

d. No Impact. The operation of the Proposed Project does not require the use of any chemicals that 

pose a risk of pollution during a flood event. The Proposed Project site is located approximately 

100 miles from the Pacific Ocean and separated by the coastal mountain ranges (elevation of 

approximately 3,000 ft). Consequently the Proposed Project site is not subject to inundation by 

tsunami. The Proposed Project site is not located adjacent to an enclosed body of water that could 
be subject to a seiche. 

e. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not include any water quality considerations. The 

Proposed Project does not conflict with sustainable groundwater management criteria. The 

purpose of the Proposed Project is to facilitate groundwater recharge and complement 

sustainable groundwater management criteria. 
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY (continued)

Discussion
a.

cli)

cf(ii)

f i l )

( iv)

Less than Significant Impact. The Proposed Project, whether during construction or following
completion, would not degrade water quality. Yokohl Creek will be dry {i.e., no flow or water
present) during construction. Construction requirements such as a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be utilized to prevent potential water quality impacts. Operation of
the check structure will not affect water quality.

No impact. The Proposed Project does not include any groundwater extraction facilities. The
Proposed Project constructs a water check structure to facilitate groundwater recharge. The
Proposed Project will not result in community growth that would increase groundwater use.

Less than Significant Impact. Elements of the Proposed Project will be constructed at existing
grades. No changes to existing grades are proposed. The Proposed Project will not substantially
alter the existing drainage pattern of the area. Construction specifications for the Proposed
Project will require compact of all disturbed areas which will minimize the potential for erosion.

No Impact. The Proposed Project site is located within the channel of Yokohl Creek. The Proposed
Project would not alter the existing drainage pattern of the area. Runoff occurring behind the
levees is and will remain away from the Project site.

No Impact. The Proposed Project area is not served by a stormwater drainage system. See
response to ltem cfii}).

Less than Significant Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channel of the Yokohl
Creek. The Project site is considerad within a “Special Flood Hazard Area”. The Proposed Project
elements consists of new features within the channel. The Proposed Project will be designed to
not impede or redirect or otherwise change flood flows within the channel. National Flood Hazard
Layer Firmette maps are attached for reference. The Proposed Project will include facility removal
features to allow passage of flood flows.

No Impact. The operation of the Proposed Project does not require the use of any chemicals that
pose a risk of pollution during a flood event. The Proposed Project site is located approximately
100 miles from the Pacific Ocean and separated by the coastal mountain ranges (elevation of
approximately 3,000 ft). Consequently the Proposed Project site is not subject to inundation by
tsunami. The Proposed Project site is not located adjacent to an enclosed body of water that could
be subject to a seiche.

No Impact. The Proposed Project does not include any water quality considerations. The
Proposed Project does not conflict with sustainable groundwater management criteria. The
purpose of the Proposed Project is to facilitate groundwater recharge and complement
sustainable groundwater management criteria.
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING 

Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established community? 

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a 

conflict with any land use plan, policy, or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigation an environmental effect? 

Discussion 
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a. No Impact. The Proposed Project area is located outside of residential developments in the area. 

The Proposed Project is with the channel of Yokohl Creek. 

b. No Impact. There are no conflicts between the Proposed Project and the Tulare County General 

Plan. The Proposed Project will occur within the channel of Yokohl Creek. 

XII. MINERAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource that would be of value to the 
region and the residents of the state? 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or 
other land use plan? 

Discussion 

Potentially 
Signifa.-an t 

Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Less than 
Significant 

With Less than 
Mitigation Significant 

lncorporation Impact No Impact 

%¡� %¡� [2J 

%¡� %¡� 

a. No Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channel of Yokohl Creek and will not result 

in a loss of mineral resources. 

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channel of Yokohl Creek and will not impact 

any resource recovery site. 
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING

Would the project:

2)

b)

Physically divide an established community?

Cause a significant environmental impact due to a

conflict with any land use plan, policy, or

regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or

mitigation an environmental effect?

Discussion
No Impact. The Proposed Project area is located outside of residential developments in the area.
The Proposed Project is with the channel of Yokohl Creek.
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Impact
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No Impact. There are no conflicts between the Proposed Project and the Tulare County General
Plan. The Proposed Project will occur within the channel of Yokohl Creek.

XI.  MINERAL  RESOURCES

Would the project:

a)

b)

Result in the loss of availability of a known
mineral resource that would be of value to the
region and the residents of the state?

Result in the loss of availability of a locally
impottant mineral resource recovery site

delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or
othet land use plan?

Discussion
No Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channel of Yokohl Creek and will not result

b.

in a loss of mineral  resources.

Potentially
Sigmificant

Impact

OJ

Less than
Significant

With Less than
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No Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channel of Yokohl Creek and will not impact
any resource recovery site.

Page 18



YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTIUCT 

XII. NOISE 

Would the project i:n: 

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or 
permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 
vicinity of the project in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan or noise 
ordinance, or applicable standards of other 
agencies? 

b) Generation of excessive groundbome vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? 

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a 
private airstrip or an airport .land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within 
two miles of a public airport or public use airport, 
would the project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

Discussion 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Les~ than 
Significant 

With 
l\fitigation 

Incorpoi:ation 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Le~s than 
Significant 

Impact 

%¡� 

>Jo Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

a. Less than Significant Impact. During construction, the potential exists for noise to occur in excess 

of the Tulare County's General Plan standards. The Project's construction specifications will require 

construction activities to follow all applicable laws and limit noise generation. The Proposed Project 

will be located within an existing channel and approximately 350 feet away from the nearest 

residence. The Proposed Project location is in close proximity to Road 220, Avenue 300 and 

agricultural land. Any noise created by construction would be consistent with vehicular traffic and 

agricultural equipment and would not adversely impact adjacent residents. Upon completion, the 

Proposed Project does not represent an increase in existing noise levels. 

b. Less than Significant Impact. The potential for construction-related vibrations exists. Due to the 

location and nature of the Proposed Project area, vibration resulting from construction would be 

consistent with agricultural equipment and would not adversely impact adjacent residents. Upon 

completion, the Proposed Project does not represent an increase in existing vibration levels. 

c. No Impact. The Proposed Project site is not located within an airport land use plan. The nearest 

public airstrip is approximately 4.8 miles north of the Proposed Project. 
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Less than
Significant

XII. NOISE Potentially With Less than
. . Significant Mitigation Significant

Would the project in: Tmpact  Incorpomtion Impact No lmpact

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or
permanent increase in ambient noise levels m the
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established in the local general plan or noise 0 x [ ]
ordinance, or applicable standards of other
agencies?

b) Generation of excessive proundborne vibration or
‘ groundborne noise levels U [ X a

¢) For a project located within the vicinity of a
private aitsttip or an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles o f  a public airport or public use airport, C1 O O X
would the project expose people residing or
working in the project area to excessive noise
Icvels?

Discussion
a. Less than Significant Impact. During construction, the potential exists for noise to occur in excess

of the Tulare County's General Plan standards. The Project’s construction specifications will require
construction activities to follow all applicable laws and limit noise generation. The Proposed Project
will be located within an existing channel and approximately 350 feet away from the nearest
residence, The Proposed Project location is in close proximity to Road 220, Avenue 300 and
agricultural land. Any noise created by construction would be consistent with vehicular traffic and
agricultural equipment and would not adversely impact adjacent residents. Upon completion, the
Proposed Project does not represent an increase in existing noise levels.

b. Less than Significant Impact. The potential for construction-related vibrations exists. Due to the
location and nature of the Proposed Project area, vibration resulting from construction would be
consistent with agricultural equipment and would not adversely impact adjacent residents. Upon
completion, the Proposed Project does not represent an increase in existing vibration levels,

¢. No Impact. The Proposed Project site is not located within an airport land use plan. The nearest
public airstrip is approximately 4.8 miles north of the Proposed Project.
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DIS11UCT 

XIII. POPULATION AND HOUSING 

Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth 
m an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

b) Displace substantial numbers of people or 
housing, necessitating the constmction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

Discussion 
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No Impact 

a. No Impact. The purpose of the Proposed Project is to construct a new water check structure to 

improve water recharge capabilities. 

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project is primarily located within the channel of Yokohl Creek. 
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YOKOCHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT
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XI11. POPULATION  AND HOUSING Powentially With Less than

. Significant Mitigation Significant
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact No Impact

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth
in an area, either directly (for example, by
proposing new homes and businesses) or [1 O Ol X

indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of people or
housing, necessitating the construction of  J ] OJ X
replacement housing elsewhere?

Discussion
a. No Impact. The purpose of the Proposed Project is to construct a new water check structure to

improve water recharge capabilities.

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project fs primarily located within the channel of Yokohl Creek.
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YO KOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES 

Would the project: 

a) Result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the public 
services: 

Fire protection? 

Police protection? 

Schools? 

Parks? 

Other public facilities? 

Discussion 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 
%¡� 
%¡� 

%¡� 

Les~ than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

%¡� 

%¡� 
%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Le~s than 
S.ign.ifican t 

Impact 

%¡� 
D 

D 
D 
D 

No Impact 

IZJ 

�~� 

[Z] 

�~� 

�~� 

No Impact. The Proposed Project will not require, nor facilitate the need for additional governmental 

services. No changes to service ratios, service times or other public service performance objectives will 

occur. Construction sequencing of the improvements will be used to minimize any potential impacts of 

roadways during construction. 
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Yess than

Significant
XV. PUBLIC SERVI Potentially With Less than

i Significant Mitigation Significant
Would the project: Tmpact Incorporation Impact ~~ No Impact

a) Result in substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically
altered governmental facilities, need for new or

physically altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public

services:

Fire protection? M O O X

Police protection? | O Od

Schoals? Ol | O X

Parks? O 3 |

Other public facilities? l O M1 X]

Discussion
No Impact. The Proposed Project will not require, nor facilitate the need for additional governmental
services. No changes to service ratios, service times or other public service performance objectives will
occur. Construction sequencing of the improvements will be used to minimize any potential impacts of
roadways during construction.
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRJCT 

XV. RECREATION 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
requite the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse 
physical effect on the environment? 

Discussion 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Less than 
Significant 

With 
J\.litiga tion 

Incorporation 

%¡� 

%¡� 

a. No Impact. See response to Item Xlll(a)- Population and Housing. 

Les$ than 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

%¡� 

No Impact 

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not include or require expansion of any recreational 
facilities. 
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EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

XV.RECREATION

a) Would the project increase the use of  existing

neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial physical
deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated?

b} Does the project include recreational facilities or
requite the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might bave an adverse

physical effect on the environment?

Discussion

Potentially
Significant

Impact

OJ

Less than
Significant

With
Mitigation

Incorporation

Ol

a. No lmpact. See response to Item Xiti{a) — Population and Housing.

Less than
Significant

Impact

Ll

No Impact

xX

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not include or require expansion of any recreational
facilities.
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

XVI. TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC 

Would the project: 

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy 
addressing the circulation system, inclucling 
transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 
Guidelines§ 15064.3, subdivision (b) (Criteria for 
Analyzing Transportation Impacts). 

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric 
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., fann 
equipment)? 

d) Result in inade<.:juatc emergency access? 

Discussion 

Less than 
Significant 

Potentially With 
Significant Mitigarfon 

Impact Jncorporation 

%¡� %¡� 

%¡� %¡� 

%¡� %¡� 

%¡� %¡� 

I ..es~ than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

%¡� [8J 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

a. No Impact. The Proposed Project elements are located within the channel of Yokohl Creek and will 

be installed at existing finish grade elevations. 

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not conflict with § 15064.3 {b). The Proposed Project does 

not represent a Land Use or Transportation Project. The construction of the Proposed Project can 

be accomplished by local contractors which will minimize the vehicle miles traveled. 

c. No Impact. The Proposed Project elements will be constructed within the channel of Yoko hi Creek 

and will not prevent features that affect traffic. 

d. No Impact. The Proposed Project would not result in the alteration of the present access at the 

Proposed Project site. Th~refore, adequate emergency access would be unchanged. 
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Less than
Significant

XVI. TRANSPORTATION /TRAFFIC Potentially With Tess than
Significant Mitigation Significant

Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact ~~ No Impact

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy

addressing the circulation system, including O O O Xd
transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

b} Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA
Guidelines § 15064.3, subdivision (b) (Criteria for O O O PM
Analyzing Transportation Impacts).

¢) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric

design feature (e.g, sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g, farm [ ]  u L] x
equipment)?

d) Result in inadequate cmetgency access? O 1 C1 PX

Discussion
a. No Impact. The Proposed Project elements are located within the channel of Yokohl Creek and will

be installed at existing finish grade elevations.

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not conflict with § 15064.3 (b). The Proposed Project does
not represent a Land Use or Transportation Project. The construction of the Proposed Project can
be accomplished by local contractors which will minimize the vehicle miles traveled.

¢.  No Impact. The Proposed Project elements will be constructed within the channel of Yokoh! Creek
and will not prevent features that affect traffic.

d. No Impact. The Proposed Project would not result in the alteration of the present access at the
Proposed Project site. Therefore, adequate emergency access would be unchanged.
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRJCT 

XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in 
Public Resources Code § 21074 as either a site, 
feature, place, cultural landscape that is 

geographically defined in terms of the size and 
scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object 
with cultural value to a California Native 
American tribe, and that is: 

i) 

ii) 

listed or eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 
register of historical resources as defmed in 
Public Resources Code section 5020.1 (k), or 

a resource detennined by the lead agency, in 
its discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource 
Code § 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider 
the significance of the resource to a California 
Native American tribe. 

Discussion 

Potentially 
Signifiomt 

Impal't: 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Lt:ss than 
Significant 

With 
t-.:litigation 

Incorporation 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Less than 
Significant 

Jmpact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

No Impact 

a(i) No Impact. The cultural resources survey completed for the Proposed Project (Item V) did not 

identify a listed or eligible for listing tribal cultural resource within the Project area. 

a(ii) No Impact. The cultural resources survey completed for the Proposed Project (Item V) did not 

identify any tribal cultural resource having significance with the Project area. 
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Less than
Significant

XVIIL TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES Potentially With Less than

Significant Mitigation Significant
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact ~~ No Impact

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in
Public Resources Code § 21074 as either a site,
feature, place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the size and
scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object

with cultural value to a California Native
American tribe, and that is:

i) listed or eligible for listing in the California
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local
register of historical resources as defined in t i  0 Ll  2
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or

if) a resource determined by the lead agency, in
its discretion and supported by substantial

evidence, to be significant pursuant to ctiteria
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource [ I  OJ O X

Code § 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider
the significance o f  the resource to a California
Native American tribe.

Discussion
ali) No Impact. The cultural resources survey completed for the Proposed Project {item V} did not

identify a listed or eligible for listing tribal cultural resource within the Project area.

a(ii) No Impact. The cultural resources survey completed for the Proposed Project (item V) did not
Identify any tribal cultural resource having significance with the Project area.



YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 

Would the project: 

a) Require or result in the relocation o.r construction 
of nL'W or expanded water, wastewater treatment 
or storm water drainage, electric power, natural 
gas, or telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve 
the project and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry and multiple dry 
years. 

c) Result in a detennination by the wastewater 
treatment provider, which serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serYe the 
project's projected demand in addition to the 
provider's existing commitments? 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of state or local 
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment 
of solid waste reduction goals? 

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management 
and reduction statutes and regulations to solid 
waste? 

Discussion 

Potentially 
S igni fie ant 

Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Lc8s than 
Significant 

With 
Mitig'atiuo 

Incorporation 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

No Impact 

a. No Impact. The Proposed Project consists of constructing a check structure within the channel of 

Yokohl Creek. The Proposed Project will not change the conditions of the Project area. 

b. No Impact. The elements of the Proposed Project construct water check features for groundwater 

recharge purposes. The Proposed Project does not require new water supplies. 

c. No Impact. The Proposed Project addresses irrigation/agricultural water use capabilities. The 

Proposed Project does not result in any, let alone additional, wastewater flows (demands). 

d. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not result in a change in the solid waste generation or 

disposal of the existing facilities. The construction phase of the Proposed Project will generate 

additional solid waste on a temporary basis. Specifications will require proper handling and 

disposal of construction-related materials. In general, the construction-related materials (i.e., 

concrete, soil, etc.) can be recycled by the Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District. 

e. No Impact. Specifications will require proper handling and disposal of construction-related 

materials. 
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Less than
Significant

XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS Potentially With Less than

] Significant Mitigation Significant
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact No  Impact

a) Require or result in the relocation o t  construction

of  new or expanded water, wastewater treatment

or storm water drainage, electric power, natural OJ [ ]  [ ]
pas, or telecommunications facilides, the
construction or relocation of which could cause
significant environmental effects?

b} Have sufficient water supplies available to setve

the project and reasonably foreseeable future m [ ]  [ ]  2
development during normal, dry and multiple dry =
years.

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater

treatment provider, which serves or may serve the
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the Od 1 [X
projects projected demand in addition to the

provider's existing commitments?

d) Generate solid waste in excess of state or local
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local [ ]  | [ ]  4

infrastructure, ot  otherwise impair the attainment >
of solid waste reduction goals?

e} Comply with federal, state, and local management
and reduction statutes and regulations to solid O O DX
waste?

Discussion

a. No Impact. The Proposed Project consists of constructing a check structure within the channel of
Yokohl Creek. The Proposed Project will not change the conditions of the Project area.

b. No Impact. The elements of the Proposed Project construct water check features for groundwater
recharge purposes. The Proposed Project does not require new water supplies.

c. No Impact. The Proposed Project addresses irrigation/agricultural water use capabilities. The
Proposed Project does not result in any, let alone additional, wastewater flows (demands).

d. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not result in a change in the solid waste generation or
disposal of the existing facilities. The construction phase of the Proposed Project will generate
additional solid waste on a temporary basis. Specifications will require proper handling and
disposal of construction-related materials. In general, the construction-related materials {i.e.,
concrete, soil, etc.) can be recycled by the Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District.

e. No Impact. Specifications will require proper handling and disposal of construction-related
materials.

ve—
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YO KOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJEC1' 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

XX. WILDFIRE 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or 
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project: 

a) Substantially imprur an adopted emergency 
response plan o.t emergency evacuation plan? 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose 
project occupants to pollutant concentrations 
from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a 
wildfire? 

c) Require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, powerlines or 
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that 
may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the 
environment? 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

Discussion 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Less than 
Signifi C,'lll t 

With 
Mitigation 

fncorpomtion 

%¡� 

%¡� 

D 

%¡� 

Les~ than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

%¡� !ZI 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

The Proposed Project is not located within a State Responsibility Area or high fire hazard severity zone. 

a. No Impact. The Proposed Project will not impair any emergency or evacuation plans. 

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channel of Yokohl Creek and will not 

exacerbate wildfire risks. 

c. No Impact. The Proposed Project does not result in additional support infrastructure. Upon 

completion, the Proposed Project will use existing dirt access roads. Powerlines are not part of the 

Proposed Project. 

d. No Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channels of Yokohl Creek. See responses to 

Item IX. 
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XX,WILDFIRE

I f  located in or near state responsibility areas or
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity
zones, would the project:

2)

b)

d)

Substantially impair an adopted emergency
response plan o t  emergency evacuation plan?

Due t o  slope, prevailing winds, and other factors,

exacetbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose
project occupants to pollutant concentrations

from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a

wildfire?

Require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, powerlines or

other utilities) that may cxacerbate fire risk or that

may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the
environment?

Expose people or structures to significant risks,
including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result o f  runoff, post-fire slope

instability, or drainage changes?

Discussion
The Proposed Project is not located within a State Responsibility Area or high fire hazard severity zone.

Potentially
Significant

Impact

Od

T.ess than
Significant

With
Mitigation

Incorporation

Cl

Less than
Significant

Impact

[1

No impact. The Proposed Project will not impair any emergency or evacuation plans.

No Impact

nd

No Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channel of Yokohl Creek and will not
exacerbate wildfire risks.

No Impact. The Proposed Project does not result in additional support infrastructure. Upon
completion, the Proposed Project will use existing dirt access roads. Powerlines are not part of the
Proposed Project.

No Impact. The Proposed Project is located within the channels of Yokohl Creek. See responses to
em IX.
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YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 
EXETER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF 
SIGNIFICANCE 

Would the project: 

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the 
quality of the environment, substantially reduce 
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop below self­
sustaining levds, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, reduce the number or rest.t:ict 
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal 
or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? 

b) Does the project ha"·e impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" means 
that the incremental effects of a project are 
considerable when viewed in connection with the 
effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of probable 
future projects)? 

c) Does the project have environmental effects 
which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Discussion 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Less than 
Significant 

With 
Miti,,o-ation 

lnco.rporat:ion 

%¡� 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 

%¡� 

%¡� 

Nu Impact 

%¡� 

a. Less Than Significant Impact. As described in the previous sections, the Proposed Project will not 

result in any significant adverse impacts. Short-term related impacts that might occur during 

construction will be mitigated to a less than significant level based on Proposed Project design 

and/or construction specification requirements. 

b. No Impact. The Proposed Project is not part of a past or future project. No projects or associated 

elements have been identified that rely on the completion of the Proposed Project. Therefore, the 

individual considerations of the Proposed Project and their described potential impacts do not have 

related impacts that need to be collectively analyzed as part of other projects. 

c. No Impact. No direct or indirect adverse effects on the human population have been identified 

through the completion of this Initial Study. 
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XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE

Would the project:

)

b)

Does the project have the potential to degrade the

quality of the environment, substantially reduce

the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a
fish or wildlife population to  drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or

animal community, reduce the number or restrict
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal
or eliminate important examples of the major
petiods of California history or prehistory?

Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means
that the incremental effects of  a project are

considerable when viewed in connection with the

effects of past projects ,  the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of probable
futute projects)?

Does the project have environmental cffects
which will canse substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Discussion
Less Than Significant Impact. As described in the previous sections, the Proposed Project will not
result in any significant adverse impacts. Short-term related impacts that might occur during
construction will be mitigated to a less than significant level based on Proposed Project design

a.

and/or construction specification requirements.

Less than
Significant

Potentially With
Significant Mitigation

Impact Incorporation

[] 0

Ol a

0 [ l

Tess than
Significant

Impact No Impact

No Impact. The Proposed Project is not part of a past or future project. No projects or associated
elements have been identified that rely on the completion of the Proposed Project. Therefore, the
individual considerations of the Proposed Project and their described potential impacts do not have
related impacts that need to be collectively analyzed as part of other projects.

No Impact. No direct or indirect adverse effects on the human population have been identified
through the completion of this Initial Study.
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APPENDIX A 

PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION MAPS 

YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT 

EXETER IRRJGATION DISTRICT 

APPENDIX A

PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION  MAPS

YOKOHL CREEK RECHARGE PROJECT
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