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CEQA EXEMPTION / NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
DETERMINATION FORM 

Project Information
Project Name (if applicable): Merced County State Route (SR) 165 Intersection 
Control Improvement
DIST-CO-RTE: 10-MER-165                                                        PM/PM: 9.632
EA: 10-1Q050/1022000225     Federal-Aid Project Number:  N/A 
Project Description
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes to improve traffic 
safety and intersection control at the intersection State Route 165 and Willmott Road in 
the City of Los Banos, in Merced County at post mile 9.632. The District Traffic Safety 
Branch has determined a pattern of broadside collisions has been identified at the 
intersection due to motorists’ failure to yield.

The proposed construction of a single lane roundabout at this location will include 
ground disturbance, clearing of vegetation, and the disposal and removal of treated 
wood waste and road striping/paint. Construction will occur during the day and local 
roads will have a detour around the project location. Upgrades will be made to utilities 
and drainage. There is anticipated right of way partial take of three residential 
properties. 

Caltrans CEQA Determination (Check one)
Not Applicable – Caltrans is not the CEQA Lead Agency
Not Applicable – Caltrans has prepared an IS or EIR under CEQA

Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, the project is:
Exempt by Statute. (PRC 21080[b]; 14 CCR 15260 et seq.)
Categorically Exempt. Class 2. (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15300 et seq.)

No exceptions apply that would bar the use of a categorical exemption (PRC 
21084 and 14 CCR 15300.2).  See the SER Chapter 34 for exceptions.

Covered by the Common Sense Exemption. This project does not fall within an 
exempt class, but it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 
activity may have a significant effect on the environment (14 CCR 15061[b][3].)

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief

Print Name Signature Date

Project Manager

Print Name Signature Date

Jonathan Coley 11/18/2025
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Signature
Pedro Miguel 11/18/2025
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Caltrans NEPA Determination (Check one)

Not Applicable

Caltrans has determined that this project has no significant impacts on the environment 
as defined by NEPA, and that there are no unusual circumstances as described in 23 
CFR 771.117(b). See SER Chapter 30 for unusual circumstances.  As such, the project 
is categorically excluded from the requirements to prepare an EA or EIS under NEPA
and is included under the following:

23 USC 326: Caltrans has been assigned, and hereby certifies that it has carried out 
the responsibility to make this determination pursuant to 23 USC 326 and the
Memorandum of Understanding dated April 18, 2022, executed between FHWA and 
Caltrans. Caltrans has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under:

23 CFR 771.117(c): activity (c)(27)
23 CFR 771.117(d): activity (d)(Enter activity number) 
Activity Enter activity number listed in Appendix A of the MOU between 

FHWA and Caltrans
23 USC 327: Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, 

Caltrans has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under 23 USC 327.  
The environmental review, consultation, and any other actions required by applicable 
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by 
Caltrans pursuant to 23 USC 327 and the Memorandum of Understanding dated 
May 27, 2022, and executed by FHWA and Caltrans.

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief

Print Name Signature Date

Project Manager/ DLA Engineer

Print Name Signature Date

Date of Categorical Exclusion Checklist completion (if applicable):11/14/2025
Date of Environmental Commitment Record or equivalent: 11/14/2025

Briefly list environmental commitments on continuation sheet if needed (i.e., not 
necessary if included on an attached ECR). Reference additional information, as 
appropriate (e.g., additional studies and design conditions).

Jonathan Coley

i t
11/18/2025

Pedro Miguel 11/18/2025
Signature
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Continuation sheet:

Purpose and Need:

The purpose is to reduce the number and severity of broadside collisions. The need is 
to address a pattern of motorist’s failing to yield at the intersection.

General:

The proposed project is Categorically Exempt under the California Environmental 
Quality Act and Categorically Excluded under the National Environmental Policy Act 
unless: (1) the scope of the project changes to include additional activities or areas; or 
(2) there is unforeseen discovery of sensitive or cultural resources. If either condition is 
met, environmental reevaluation will be required.

Air:

Per the Air Quality Memo and Checklist, the proposed project is located in a non-
attainment area therefore the project is not exempt from conformity per 40 CFR 93.126 
or 40 CFR 93.128, but the project is exempt from regional emissions analyses under 40 
CFR § 93.127 –Table 3 “Intersection Channelization projects”.

This project was determined to not be a Project of Air Quality Concern and concurrence 
from Caltrans and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was received and sent to 
the Interagency Consultation Partners on May 21st, 2025. The following standard 
specification will be applied to the project if at least 2,500 cubic yards of material are 
moved in a day for at least three days of the project or 5 or more acres of land will be 
disturbed during construction:

AQ 1- Caltrans Standard Specifications Section 10-5, Dust Control
AQ 2- Caltrans Standard Specifications Section 14-9.02 Air Pollution Control

Biology:

Per the Biological Resources Evaluation (No Effect) Memo, the project will have “No 
Effect” on any on any state listed plant or animal species. No permits, certification, or 
agreements needed. No Clean Water Act Section 404 permit or Section 401 
Certification is required. No California Fish and Game Code Section 1600 Agreement is 
required. No consultation under the FESA or CESA is required.

With the implementation of the following Caltrans Standard Special Provisions, the 
proposed construction activities for the project are not expected to result in the “take” 
(as defined by California Fish and Game Code) of any migratory birds, raptors, or their
active nests.

BIO 1- Caltrans 2025 Standard Specification 14-6.03B (Bird Protection) 
BIO 2- Caltrans 2025 Standard Special Provisions 14-6.03A (Species Protection)
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Cultural:

Per the Section 106, CEQA and Public Resources Code (PRC) 5024 Compliance-
Screened Project Memo, this project has no potential to affect historic properties and no 
potential to affect historical resources. This project is exempt from further review at this 
time.

Hazardous Waste:

Per the hazardous waste initial site assessment, the potential to encounter remediation 
sites, aerially deposited lead, asbestos containing material, and lead based paint is 
considered minimal. The project scope of work does anticipate removing striping and 
pavement marking which may contain lead and/or chromium at levels above regulatory 
limits. Therefore, the following provisions will be implemented.

HW 1- Caltrans Standard Special Provision, 7-1.02K(6)(j)(iii), Unregulated Earth 
Material Containing Lead.

HW 2- Caltrans Standard Special Provisions 14-11.12, Removal of Yellow Traffic Stripe 
and pavement markings.

Noise:

Per the Noise memo, the project is a Type III, and noise analysis is not required. The 
project will have temporary impacts from construction. Any potential impacts or adverse 
effects during construction periods will be minimized. Construction noise will be 
regulated and minimized by Caltrans Standard Specifications Section 14-8.02 “Noise 
Control”.

The following measures will minimize temporary noise impacts from construction:

Do not exceed 86 dBA Lmax at 50 feet from the job site activities from 9:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 a.m. 
Equip an internal combustion engine with the manufacturer-recommended 
muffler. Do not operate an internal combustion engine on the job site without the 
appropriate muffler.

Visual:

Per the Visual Impact Assessment, there are no visual resources related to regulatory 
requirements and there are no or negligible visual changes to the environment. 

Water:

Per the Water Compliance Memo, the project will have no adverse effect on water 
quality. In order to eliminate or minimize any potential impacts to the environment, the 
following measures will be implemented: 



CEQA EXEMPTION / NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
DETERMINATION FORM 

EA: 10-1Q050 Page 5 of 6
Federal-Aid Project Number: N/A

If the project disturbs one acre or more of soil:

1. A Notification of Intent (NOI) is to be submitted to the appropriate Regional Water 
Quality Control Board at least 30 days before the start of construction. 

2. A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) is to be prepared and implemented 
during construction to the satisfaction of the Resident Engineer. 

3. A Notice of Termination (NOT) shall be submitted to the Regional Board upon 
completion of construction and site stabilization. A project will be considered complete 
when the criteria for final stabilization in the Construction General Permit are met. 

If the project disturbs less than one acre of soil, a Water Pollution Control Plan (WPCP) 
is required to be prepared by the contractor following the Caltrans 2022 Standard 
Specification Section 13-1 – Water Pollution. 

WQ 1- Caltrans Standard Specifications Section 13-1, Water Pollution control, will be 
added to the construction contract. The contractor must abide by best management 
practices and address all potential water quality impacts that may occur during 
construction.

Hydraulics:

Per the Preliminary Flood Plain Analysis, the proposed project would not encroach
significantly on the base floodplain. Per the definition provided in 23 CFR, Section 
650.105 (q), the project does not constitute a significant floodplain encroachment.

Climate Change/GHG Measures (CEQA only)

The D10 Environmental Division has evaluated this non-capacity increasing project for 
GHG emissions and other climate change impacts. 

The proposed project is not expected to increase vehicle capacity; however, 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are still expected due to construction activities, 
including materials selection and implementation in addition to fossil fuels and energy 
used for construction equipment. A preliminary GHG estimate indicates a potential for 
172 metric tons of CO2e.  Measures to reduce emissions are listed below.  

In addition, the project location is susceptible to ground water subsidence, flooding, and 
extreme heat impacts. Measures to address subsidence and flooding will be included. 
Utilities being upgraded or installed will be evaluated for potential susceptibility to 
extreme heat impacts. Measures to insulate or use heat resistant materials will be 
included if necessary to ensure useful life is achieved.

Project-level measures to reduce GHG related to construction activities include:

- Limit idling to 5 minutes for delivery and dump trucks and other diesel-powered 
equipment (with some exceptions).
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- Schedule truck trips outside of peak morning and evening commute hours.

- For improved fuel efficiency from construction equipment: Maintain equipment in 
proper tune and working condition; Use right sized equipment for the job; Use 
equipment with new technologies

- Supplement existing construction environmental training with information on methods 
to reduce GHG emissions related to construction.

- Specify Long-Life Pavement. Minimize life-cycle costs by designing long-lasting 
pavement structures. Consider future climate conditions in decisions. (For example, 
areas that are expected to experience increased temperatures and extreme heat days 
may have different pavement needs than areas expecting more frequent freezing 
temperatures) 

- Replace lighting with ultra-reflective sign materials that are illuminated by headlights to 
reduce energy used by electric lighting.

Community Impacts

Per the Community Impact Assessment Memo, there are no anticipated community 
impacts. There are no identified significant and/or adverse impacts to the surrounding 
community or community features.

Section 4(f)

Per the Section 4(f) memo, the project would not result in the temporary or permanent 
use of a Section 4(f) resource.

Cumulative Impacts

Per the cumulative impacts’ memo, there are no anticipated cumulative impacts per 
CEQA.


