Upper Salinas-Las Tablas Resource Conservation District

5905 Capistrano Ave Suite F, Atascadero, CA 93422 | 805.460.7272 | www.us-itred.org
CEQA Notice of Exemption

To:  County Clerk From: Upper Salinas-Las Tablas

County of San Luis Obispo Resource Conservation District
1055 Monterey Street, Room D120 5905 Capistrano Ave. Suite F
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 Atascadero, CA 93422

The project or activity identified below is determined to be exempt from further environmental review
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as defined in the State and County
Guidelines for the implementation of CEQA.

Project Title: Las Piletas Ranch Habitat and Resiliency Improvement Project — Phase 2
Project Applicant: Dillon Brook

(530) 903-8393

dillon.brook@TNC.ORG

The Nature Conservancy
830 S. St. Sacramento, CA 95811
Project Location: 35.32713, -120.05186

Project Description: Phase 2 of the Las Piletas Ranch Habitat Improvement and Resiliency Project is built from two
focused restoration efforts across the property area. Phase 1 of this work was funded by CDFW through a Watershed
Restoration Grant and completed in March of 2025. '

The San Juan Unit work consists of retrofitting one existing water well with a solar pump, installing a new water well with
a solar pump, solar panels, 5000-gallon poly plastic water tanks, and 425-gallon water troughs. In total, the project will
install up to nine 5000-gallon water storage tanks, 21 new 425-gallon water troughs and approximately 14 miles of
distribution pipe. The 1.25” polypipe water lines that will connect wells to tanks and troughs will be trenched at a depth of
10-15” through grasslands and oak woodlands. These efforts will provide off-channel water sources for cattle that will
greatly reduce the impacts to the San Juan riparian corridor. This water distribution will build on conservation grazing
practices that utilize Virtual Fence cattle management which allows for improved grassland diversity, enhancement of
sensitive habitat areas and targeted grazing for listed plant species like the listed Cammata Canyon Amole.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: _ US-LTRCD

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Dillon Brook, The Nature Conservancy
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Upper Salinas-Las Tablas Resource Conservation District

5905 Capistrano Ave Suite F, Atascadero, CA 93422 | 805.460.7272 | www.us-ltrcd.org

Exempt Status: (check one)

[ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

[ IDeclared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));

DEmergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

Categorical Exemption: Type — Class 4( a,c.d.f); California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15304
DStatutory Exemptions. State code number: ‘

Reasons why project is exempt: The minor alterations to the land that are proposed in this project will result in a
significant improvement and resiliency of habitat in the upper reaches of the Salinas River Watershed. In addition, this
project pilots agricultural and rangeland restoration efforts in the Northern end of the Carrizo Plain that will decrease

Lead Agency Contact Person: Hailey Leurck, US-LTRCD
Phone: 805-460-7272
Email: Hailey@us-ltred.org

12
Signature: %/\%’ Date: /Z 7/2 <

Drew Loganbill, US-LTRCD Executive Director
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