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I. INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT INFORMATION 

The City of Bell Gardens (City) has prepared this Draft Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 

(IS/MND) to evaluate the potential environmental effects associated with the City’s proposed Climate 

Action Plan (CAP). As part of the approval process, the CAP is required to undergo an environmental 

review pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). One of the main objectives of CEQA 

is to disclose to the public and decision makers the potential environmental effects of proposed projects.  

CEQA requires that the lead agency prepare an Initial Study (IS) to determine whether an Environmental 

Impact Report (EIR), Negative Declaration (ND), or a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is needed. 

The City is the lead agency for the CAP under CEQA, and per State CEQA Guidelines Section 15070, has 

determined that an MND would be prepared. According to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15070, an MND 

shall be prepared for a project subject to CEQA when either: 

a) The Initial Study shows there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, 

that the proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment; or 

b) The Initial Study identified potentially significant effects, but: 

1. Revision in the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant before the 

proposed negative declaration is released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the 

effects to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur, and 

2. There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole records before the agency, that the proposed 

project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment. 

If revisions are adopted into the proposed project in accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines Section 

15070(b), an MND is prepared. A description of the draft CAP is found in Section 2 of this document, and 

the draft CAP in its entirety can be viewed on the City’s website at:  

https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-development/planning/climate-

action-plan. 

1.1 PUBLIC AND AGENCY REVIEW 

Authority 

The lead agency is the public agency with primary responsibility for a proposed project. In accordance with 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15051(b)(1), the lead agency will normally be the agency with general 
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governmental powers, such as a city or county, rather than an agency with a single or limited purpose. 

Based on these criteria, the City of Bell Gardens will serve as lead agency for the CAP. 

The preparation of this IS/MND is governed by two principal sets of documents: CEQA (Public Resources 

Code Section 21000 et seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations Section 15000 et 

seq.). Specifically, the preparation of an IS and an MND is guided by the State CEQA Guidelines; Section 

15063 describes the requirements for an IS, and Sections 15070–15073 describes the process and 

requirements for the preparation of an MND. Where appropriate and supportive of an understanding of 

the issues, reference will be made either to the CEQA Statutes or State CEQA Guidelines. This IS/MND 

contains all of the contents required by CEQA, which includes a project description, a description of the 

environmental setting, potential environmental impacts, mitigation measures for any potentially 

significant effects, consistency with plans and policies, references cited, and names of preparers. 

Public Outreach and Involvement 

This Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration will be circulated for public and agency review from 

December 23 2025, to January 23, 2026. Copies of this document are available for review at 7100 Garfield 

Avenue, Bell Gardens, California 90201, and on the City of Bell Gardens’ CAP website at: 

https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-development/planning/climate-

action-plan and also on the City’s public notifications page at: 

https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/public-notifications. Comments on this Initial 

Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration must be received no later than 6:00 PM on January 23, 2026, and 

can be mailed or emailed to:  

City of Bell Gardens 
Adrian Flores, Associate Planner 

7100 Garfield Avenue, Bell Gardens, CA 90201 
aflores@bellgardens.org 

Native American Consultation  

California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the Project area are required 

to be consulted pursuant to PRC Section 21080.3.1. On May 27, 2025, the City submitted a Local 

Government Tribal Consultation List Request to the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for 

the Project. On June 23, 2025, the NAHC responded and provided a list of tribes to contact for tribal 

consultation. On October 7, 2025, the City contacted the list of tribes by certified mail and e-mail to offer 

the tribes an opportunity for tribal consultation on the Project. To date, one tribe, the Gabrieleño Band of 
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Mission Indians - Kizh Nation has requested consultation on the Project. This consultation is being 

coordinated between the City and the tribe (see Appendix A, Tribal Consultation).  

1.2 ORGANIZATION OF THE INITIAL STUDY 

The purpose of this IS/MND is to evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the draft CAP. This 

document is organized into the following sections: 

 Section I – Introduction and Project Information: provides summary background information about 

the Project, including Project location, lead agency, and contact information.  

 Section II – Project Setting and Description: includes a description of the Project, including the need 

for the Project, the Project objectives, and the elements included in the Project.  

 Section III – Environmental Initial Study Checklist and Impact Analysis: contains the Environmental 

Checklist form for each resource and presents an explanation of all checklist answers. The checklist is 

used to assist in evaluating the potential environmental impacts of the Project and determining which 

impacts, if any, need to be further evaluated in an EIR. 

 Section IV – Supporting Information Sources: lists references used in the preparation of this 

document. 

 Section V– Initial Study Preparers: lists the names of individuals involved in the preparation of this 

document. 

 Appendices: present the technical studies used in the preparation of this Initial Study.  

1.3 TIERING AND STREAMLINING THE ANALYSIS OF GREENHOUSE GAS 
EMISSIONS 

In order to meet obligations under State law, local governments may prepare a Plan for the Reduction of 

Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) consistent with Assembly Bill (AB) 32, Senate Bill (SB) 32, and AB 1279 goals. 

This Plan can be utilized to streamline the GHG analysis for future plans and projects undergoing review 

pursuant to Section 15183.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines. CEQA review of subsequent plans and projects 

that are consistent with the GHG reduction strategies and targets in this Plan may take advantage of CEQA 

streamlining. In order to meet the standards of a qualified GHG Reduction Plan, the plan should: 

A. Quantify greenhouse gas emissions, both existing and projected over a specified time period, resulting 

from activities within a defined geographic area; 
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B. Establish a level, based on substantial evidence, below which the contribution to greenhouse gas 

emissions from activities covered by the plan would not be cumulatively considerable; 

C. Identify and analyze the greenhouse gas emissions resulting from specific actions or categories of 

actions anticipated within the geographic area; 

D. Specify measures or a group of measures, including performance standards, that substantial evidence 

demonstrates, if implemented on a project-by-project basis, would collectively achieve the specified 

emissions level; 

E. Establish a mechanism to monitor the plan’s progress toward achieving the level and to require 

amendment if the plan is not achieving specified levels 

F. Be adopted in public process following environmental review. 

The draft CAP analyzed herein serves as a qualified GHG Reduction Plan for the City. Future discretionary 

plans and projects that are consistent with the GHG reduction strategies and targets in the proposed CAP 

may be able to take advantage of CEQA streamlining for project-level GHG analysis. The CAP is 

incorporated by reference into this document in its entirety, by reference, and is available at: 

https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-development/planning/climate-

action-plan. 

1.4 PROJECT INFORMATION 

Project Title 

City of Bell Gardens Climate Action Plan (CAP) 

Lead Agency Name and Address 

City of Bell Gardens 
Community Development Department  
7100 Garfield Avenue 
Bell Gardens, CA 90201 

Contact Person 

Adrian Flores 
Associate Planner 
aflores@bellgardens.org 
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Project Location 

Citywide Project that encompasses the entirety of the City of Bell Gardens 

Project Proponent 

Community Development Department  
City of Bell Gardens  
7100 Garfield Avenue 
Bell Gardens, CA 90201 
Contact: Adrain Flores, Associate Planner 

General Plan Designation 

Various, as this is a Citywide project. 

Zoning Designation 

Various, as this is a Citywide project. 

Public Review Period 

December 23, 2025, to January 23, 2026 

This IS/MND has been prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public 

Resources Code Section 21000, et seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations 

Section 15000, et seq.). It is available for a 30-day public review period as shown above. 

Comments regarding this document should focus on the sufficiency of the document in identifying and 

analyzing the potential impacts on the environment that may result from the proposed project, and the 

ways in which any potentially significant effects are avoided or mitigated. All comments must be made in 

writing and addressed to Adrian Flores, Associate Planner, City of Bell Gardens, 7100 Garfield Avenue, 

Bell Gardens, California 90201, or sent by e-mail to aflores@bellgardens.org. Comments must be received 

in the Planning Division office no later than 5:00 PM on the last day of the public review period noted 

above. 
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II. PROJECT SETTING & DESCRIPTION 

2.1 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING AND BACKGROUND 

To adequately determine the significance of a potential environmental impact, the environmental baseline 

must be established. State CEQA Guidelines Section 15125(a) states in pertinent part that the physical 

environmental setting in the vicinity of the project will normally constitute the baseline physical conditions, 

by which a lead agency will determine if an impact is significant. Therefore, the environmental baseline for 

this CAP constitutes the existing physical conditions as they currently exist, which represents the time that 

the environmental process commenced. 

Environmental Setting and Surrounding Land Uses 

The CAP will apply to the entire geographic area located within the boundaries of the City of Bell Gardens. 

The City, located in southeast Los Angeles County, is approximately 2.5 square miles with a population of 

38,000 people. The City is highly developed with accessibility to major freeways, such as Interstate 710 (I-

710), which runs along the City’s eastern border. The City is located approximately 8 miles from downtown 

Los Angeles, as shown in Figure 2.1-1, Regional Location. The approximately 2.5 square-mile City is 

surrounded by the following jurisdictions: Commerce (north), South Gate (South), Pico Rivera (east), 

Downey (southeast), Cudahy (west), Bell (west), and Maywood (northeast). The City’s boundaries are 

generally delineated by man-made barriers, including the Electric Railway Company to the north and 

Southern Pacific Railroad to the south, the Rio Hondo River flood control channel to the east, the Los 

Angeles River flood control channel and Interstate 710 to the west, as shown in Figure 2.1-2, Project 

Vicinity. 

The City has a rich history dating back to the late 1700s. Bell Gardens was once a bustling agricultural 

center for individuals immigrating from Mexico; with some of the richest agricultural land in the country, 

Bell Gardens remained a farming community until the 1930s. In 1927, Firestone Tire Company bought some 

of the land; in 1930, O.C. Beck purchased property and began to build affordable homes for those suffering 

through the depression era. World War I and World War II brought defense plants to the area that helped 

build the economic stability and the population, which led to the construction of new homes, more schools, 

and a prosperous business climate.1  

Since its incorporation on August 1, 1961, the City has grown from a population of approximately 4,000 to 

nearly 40,000. The City is presently home to 38,661 residents and occupies 2.5 square miles, resulting in a 

 
1  City of Bell Gardens, “History of Bell Gardens.” Available online at: https://www.bellgardens.org/our-

city/about-bell-gardens/bell-gardens/history. Accessed August 18, 2025.  
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population density of 15,722 people per square mile. The City is characterized as having a young 

population (the City’s median age is 32), a majority Hispanic community, and as having predominantly 

renter-occupied housing.  

The City’s location in the southeast region of the County is an urbanized area characterized by industrial 

development and bedroom communities consisting of single-family dwellings and low-rise multi-family 

residential housing. This region, including the City, has one of the highest population densities in the 

United States, largely due to overcrowded conditions. The City, along with other cities in southeast Los 

Angeles County, is considered a “Gateway City” due to its location between the counties of Los Angeles 

and Orange. 

The majority of the land uses in the City, as designated in the General Plan, is Residential (58 percent). 

Commercial uses make up approximately 10.1 percent of the land area and are generally concentrated 

along Florence Avenue and Eastern Avenue. Industrial uses make up 13 percent of the land area and are 

clustered in the western and southern portions of the City. Commercial Manufacturing uses are clustered 

in nodes along Garfield Avenue, Eastern Avenue, and Gage Avenue. Institutional uses make up 7.4 percent 

of land area, and Open Space and Parks make up 11.5 percent of land area. Although the City is 

predominantly comprised of urbanized development with minimal vacant properties, the City also 

encompasses several existing natural resources. The Los Angeles River runs parallel with the City’s western 

border. The Rio Hondo River is located east of the City and is partially adjacent to the City’s southeastern 

boundary. The City also includes parks and recreational facilities. Notable recreational facilities within the 

City include Veterans’ Park and the Neighborhood Youth Center.  
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Project Vicinity
FIGURE 2.1-2
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2.2 DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

Bell Gardens is committed to building a resilient and sustainable future for its residents. As part of its 

commitment to long-term climate action, Bell Gardens aims to align with California’s statewide GHG 

reduction goals, including reducing emissions 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030, reaching 100 percent 

zero-carbon electricity by 2045, and achieving net-zero GHG emissions no later than 2045, consistent with 

Executive Order B-55 and Senate Bill 100. The Bell Gardens CAP serves as a strategic roadmap to guide the 

City’s efforts to reduce GHG emissions, adapt to climate change, and promote sustainability throughout 

the community. The CAP outlines actionable strategies and initiatives that support Bell Gardens’ broader 

goals of environmental stewardship, economic vitality, and social equity. Aligned with State and regional 

climate goals, the CAP establishes a clear framework for achieving emission reduction targets and building 

resilience for the coming years.  

The CAP commits the City to the following emission targets: 

 Reduce GHG emissions 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030; 

 Reach 100 percent zero-carbon electricity by 2045; and 

 Achieve net-zero GHG emissions no later than 2045. 

The CAP is divided into four chapters, as outlined below: 

1. Introduction/Background. This chapter provides information regarding the background of the CAP, 

alignment with state policies, alignment with the City’s plans and policies, and the progress that has 

been made towards the emission reduction targets. 

2. Understanding Bell Gardens’ Greenhouse Gas Emissions. This chapter provides data regarding the 

City’s GHG Emission inventory and the baseline used for forecasting future emissions. 

3. Community & Stakeholder Engagement. This chapter provides details of the community and 

stakeholder engagement that was undertaken to gather feedback, share information, and shape the 

CAP to be community-driven and implementation-ready. 

4. Bell Gardens’ Climate Action Roadmap. This chapter provides an overview of the methodology used 

and specific goals and strategies related to the five core areas the plan focuses on: buildings and energy, 

transportation and mobility, resource conservation, a green community, and resilience and adaptation. 

The CAP is meant to serve as a guiding document towards GHG reductions both in municipal operations 

and community wide. It is designed as a comprehensive strategy to reduce emissions (including those 

associated with Vehicle Miles Traveled [VMT]) in a manner consistent with state guidelines and 
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regulations, and to identify cost-effective opportunities to existing and future residents, businesses, and 

development projects for a more sustainable community. The CAP is intentionally a living document that 

can be revised as needed with clear and transparent metrics by which progress can be both assessed and 

measured. The CAP uses a baseline year of 2023 and a horizon year of 2045 (target year for carbon 

neutrality).  

GHG Background, Inventory, Reduction Targets, and Forecasts 

GHG Background: Global Climate Change  

Global climate change refers to any significant change in climate measurements, such as temperature, 

precipitation, or wind, which lasts for an extended period (i.e., decades or longer).2 Climate change may 

result from: 

 natural factors, such as changes in the sun’s intensity or slow changes in the Earth’s orbit around the 

sun; 

 natural processes within the climate system (e.g., changes in ocean circulation, reduction in sunlight 

from the addition of GHG and other gases to the atmosphere from volcanic eruptions); and 

 human activities that change the atmosphere’s composition (e.g., through burning fossil fuels) and the 

land surface (e.g., deforestation, reforestation, urbanization, desertification).  

In recent decades, changes in climate have caused impacts on natural and human systems on all continents 

and across the oceans. Impacts are due to observed climate change, irrespective of its cause, indicating the 

sensitivity of natural and human systems to a changing climate. Continuing changes to the global climate 

system and ecosystems, and to California, are projected to include: 

 Rapidly diminishing sea ice and mountain snowpack levels, thereby increasing sea levels and sea 

surface evaporation rates with a corresponding increase in tropospheric water vapor due to the 

atmosphere’s ability to hold more water vapor at higher temperatures; 

 Rising average global sea levels are primarily due to thermal expansion and the melting of glaciers, ice 

caps, and ice sheets; 

 
2  U.S. EPA, “Glossary of Climate Change Terms.” Available online at: 

https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climatechange/glossary-climate-change-
terms_.html#Climate%20Change. Accessed August 18, 2025. 
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 Changing weather patterns, including changes to precipitation, ocean salinity, and wind patterns, and 

more energetic aspects of extreme weather, including droughts, heavy precipitation, heat waves, 

extreme cold, and the intensity of tropical cyclones; 

 Changing levels in snowpack, river flow, and sea levels indicating that climate change is already 

affecting California’s water resources;3 

 Dry seasons that start earlier and end later, evoking more frequent and intense wildland fires; and 

 Increasing demand for electricity due to rising temperatures. 

The natural process through which heat is retained in the troposphere4 is called the “greenhouse effect.” 

Various gases in the Earth’s atmosphere, classified as atmospheric greenhouse gases, play a critical role in 

determining the Earth’s surface temperature. Solar radiation enters Earth’s atmosphere as short-wave 

radiation. It travels through the atmosphere without warming it and is absorbed by the Earth’s surface. 

When the Earth re-emits this radiation back toward space, the radiation changes to long-wave radiation. 

GHGs are transparent to incoming short-wave solar radiation but absorb outgoing long-wave radiation. 

As a result, radiation that otherwise would escape back into space is now retained, warming the 

atmosphere. This phenomenon is known as the greenhouse effect.  

Greenhouse Gas Compounds 

California State law defines GHGs to include the following six compounds: 

 Carbon Dioxide (CO2) is released to the atmosphere when solid waste, fossil fuels (oil, natural gas, and 

coal), and wood and wood products are burned. CO2 emissions from motor vehicles occur during 

operation of vehicles and operation of air conditioning systems.  

 Methane (CH4) is emitted during the production and transport of coal, natural gas, and oil. Methane 

emissions also result from the decomposition of organic waste in solid waste landfills, raising livestock, 

natural gas and petroleum systems, stationary and mobile combustion, and wastewater treatment.  

 Nitrous Oxide (N2O) is emitted during agricultural and industrial activities, as well as during 

combustion of solid waste and fossil fuels. N2O is also emitted from motor vehicles generally occurring 

from operation of vehicles. 

 
3  California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA), Climate Action Team Report to Governor Schwarzenegger 

and the Legislature, 2010. 
4 The troposphere is the bottom layer of the atmosphere, which varies in height from the Earth’s surface from 6 to 

7 miles. 
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 Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) are one of several GWP gases that are not naturally occurring and are 

generated from industrial processes. HFC (refrigerant) emissions from vehicle air conditioning systems 

occur due to leakage, losses during recharging, or release from scrapping vehicles at end of their useful 

life. 

 Perfluorocarbons (PFCs) are another high GWP gas that are not naturally occurring and are generated 

in a variety of industrial processes. Emissions of PFCs are generally negligible from motor vehicles. 

 Sulfur Hexafluoride (SF6) is another high-GWP gas that is not naturally occurring and is generated in 

a variety of industrial processes. Emissions of SF6 are generally negligible from motor vehicles. 

Global warming potential (GWP) was developed to allow comparisons of the global warming impacts of 

different gases. Specifically, it is a measure of how much energy the emissions of 1 ton of a gas will absorb 

over a given period of time, relative to the emissions of 1 ton of carbon dioxide (CO2). CO2, by definition, 

has a GWP of 1 regardless of the time period used, because it is the gas being used as the reference. CO2 

remains in the climate system for a very long time: CO2 emissions cause increases in atmospheric 

concentrations of CO2 that will last thousands of years. Methane (CH4) is estimated to have a GWP of 28–

36 over 100 years. CH4 emitted today lasts about a decade on average, which is much less time than CO2. 

But CH4 also absorbs much more energy than CO2. The net effect of the shorter lifetime and higher energy 

absorption is reflected in the GWP. Nitrous Oxide (N2O) has a GWP 265–298 times that of CO2 for a 100-

year timescale. N2O emitted today remains in the atmosphere for more than 100 years, on average. 

Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs), 

perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride (SF6) are sometimes called high-GWP gases because, for 

a given amount of mass, they trap substantially more heat than CO2—the GWPs for these gases can be in 

the thousands or tens of thousands.5 

GHG Inventory 

The City of Bell Gardens recognizes the potentially significant impact that GHG emissions have on the local 

community and how they contribute to the worsening effects of climate change. As part of its commitment 

to climate action, the City is taking steps to reduce emissions across all sectors. The City’s GHG inventory 

highlights the City’ largest GHG emission sources, including transportation, energy use in buildings, solid 

waste, and establishes a foundation for targeted emissions reduction strategies. 

 
5  U.S. EPA, “Understanding Global Warming Potentials.” Available online at: 

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/understanding-global-warming-potentials. Accessed August 18, 2025. 
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In 2023, the Bell Gardens community produced a total of 120,028 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 

emissions (MT CO2e). As illustrated in Figure 2.2-1, City of Bell Gardens Community GHG Inventory by 

Sector, and Table 2.2-1, below, the greatest percentage of emissions was from the transportation sector at 

56 percent, or 66,814 MT CO2e. Energy use (which includes electricity and natural gas) represents the next 

largest source at 34 percent, or 40,314 MT CO2e. The remainder of the community inventory includes solid 

waste with 6 percent or 7,630 MT CO2e, fugitive emissions with 2 percent or 2,639 MT CO2e, water and 

wastewater with 2 percent or 2,455 MT CO2e, and other energy sources making up 0.1 percent or 177 MT 

CO2e of the community GHG inventory. 

Local government operational GHG emissions were also analyzed. In 2023, emissions from local 

government operations totaled 1,686 MT CO2e. As illustrated in Figure 2.2-2, City of Bell Gardens 

Municipal GHG Inventory by Sector, and Table 2.2-2, below, the greatest percentage of emissions was 

from the vehicle fleet at 29 percent (488.9 MT CO2e) and employee commuting at 24 percent (410.6 MT 

CO2e). Additionally, buildings and facilities accounted for 20 percent of municipal operations (338.6 MT 

CO2e), and the City’s transit fleet accounted for 18 percent (300.3 MT CO2e). The remainder of the municipal 

operational inventory includes waste at 4 percent (70.2 MT CO2e), streetlights at 3 percent (56.7 MT CO2e), 

and water and wastewater at 2 percent (24.3 MT CO2e). 
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Table 2.2-1 

City of Bell Gardens 2023 Community GHG Inventory by Sector 
 

Sector GHG Emissions (MTCO2e) Percent Total 
Transportation 66,814 56 

Electricity 21,606 18 

Natural Gas 18,708 16 

Solid Waste 7,630 6 

Fugitive Emissions 2,639 2 

Water and Wastewater 2,455 2 

Other Energy Sources 177 0.1 

Total 120,028  

   
Source: Appendix A of Draft CAP, accessible online at: https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-
development/planning/climate-action-plan.  

 

 
Table 2.2-2 

City of Bell Gardens 2023 Municipal GHG Inventory by Sector 
 

Sector GHG Emissions (MTCO2e) Percent Total 
Vehicle Fleet 488.9 29 

Commute 410.6 24 

Buildings and Facilities 338.6 20 

Transit Fleet 300.3 18 

Waste 70.2 4 

Streetlights 56.7 3 

Water and Wastewater 24.3 2 

Total 1,686  

   
Source: Appendix A of Draft CAP, accessible online at: https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-
development/planning/climate-action-plan  

 

GHG Emissions Reduction Targets 

California has been a global leader in developing policies and programs that address climate change. Since 

2005, the State has passed legislation aimed at controlling emissions of gases that contribute to global 

warming. Some regulations apply statewide, while others mandate municipal-level action by local agencies 

and jurisdictions. 

AB 32 directs California to reduce statewide GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, while SB 32 deepens 

that commitment to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030. AB 1279 (The California Climate Crisis Act) 
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establishes the policy of the state to achieve carbon neutrality as soon as possible, but no later than 2045. 

To achieve these reductions, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the Office of Land Use and 

Climate Innovation, formerly the Office of Planning and Research, recommend that local governments 

establish community-wide targets aligned with these goals. As such, this CAP establishes a 2045 

community-wide GHG target for the City of Bell Gardens, consistent with state guidance. It also outlines 

the strategies and actions the City will take to reduce emissions and track progress toward that target. 

To contextualize these efforts, Table 2.2-3, Emissions Reduction Summary by Year, presents the GHG 

emissions the City must achieve to align with statewide targets. 

 
Table 2.2-3 

Emissions Reduction Targets Summary by Year 
 

Year Bell Gardens Emissions (MTCO2e) Percent change from 1990 
1990 135,623 -- 

2023 120,028 -13% 

2030 81,374 -40% 

2045 0 -100% 
   
Source: Draft CAP, accessible online at: https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-
development/planning/climate-action-plan 

 

The CAP includes a vulnerability discussion (included as Appendix A to the CAP) to understand how 

climate hazards will change in the future and how those changes will impact the community. The 

assessment focuses on four climate-related groups of hazards: 

1. Extreme Heat and Urban Heat Island Effect 

2. Wildfire Smoke and Air Quality 

3. Flooding and Stormwater Management 

4. Water Supply and Quality 

Due to the geographical location of the City, the effects of climate change on the City will be predominantly 

comprised of indirect impacts such as the availability of water and energy, heat, and poor air quality from 

wildfires outside of the City, and increased maintenance of stormwater infrastructure due to more frequent 

seasonal storms.  

Heat waves have become stronger across the region and can have great impacts on human health, 

particularly for vulnerable populations such as children and the elderly or those with health conditions 

such as obesity or diabetes. While historically the City experienced fewer than 10 days per year with 
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temperatures over 90°F, this number has doubled and is projected to exceed 30 days annually by 2045. 

Despite not being located in a high wildfire zone, the City is impacted by smoke from regional wildfires; 

wildfires create risk to life and property and can also increase health risks for people with pre-existing 

respiratory conditions. Poor air quality days, when the Air Quality Index (AQI) is above 100, could more 

than triple from seven days annually today to over twenty by 2045. This problem is exacerbated by the 

City’s proximity to major freeways and industrial activity, which already contribute to high baseline air 

pollution.  

While the City has a moderate flood risk, its extensive paved surfaces and limited drainage infrastructure 

can result in localized flooding during intense rain events. Short-duration storms can damage homes, 

disrupt transportation, and contaminate waterways through polluted runoff. More intense precipitation is 

projected by 2045, increasing both nuisance flooding and severe flood risks. Climate change also poses a 

threat to the groundwater supplied from the Central Groundwater Basin as well as imported water from 

the Colorado River Aqueduct and State Water Project; climate change threatens these sources through 

drought, snowpack decline, and competing water demands, reducing reliability and raising costs for 

consumers. With nearly 28 percent of Bell Gardens’ citizens living below the poverty line, rising water rates 

due to climate-driven treatment and supply challenges could significantly affect affordability. 

Groundwater faces contamination threats from industrial and transportation-related pollutants.  

Climate Action Strategies and Measures 

The CAP outlines actionable strategies and initiatives that support Bell Gardens' broader goals of 

environmental stewardship, economic vitality, and social equity. The CAP contains 12 goals, 23 strategies, 

and 70 associated actions to provide a roadmap for implementation. The goals, strategies, and actions 

identified in the CAP are included in Table 2.2-4, Climate Action and Adaptation Plan Goals, Strategies 

and Actions.  

Except where noted in Table 2.2-4 and the analysis provided herein, many CAP actions can be effectively 

ruled out as potential sources of adverse impacts to the environment. As previously discussed, the CAP is 

organized into five key focus areas: Buildings and Energy, Transportation and Mobility, Resource 

Conservation, Green Community, and Resilience and Adaptation. These framework categories were 

chosen to reflect the primary sources of GHG emissions, the systems most impacted by climate change, and 

the areas where the City has the greatest ability to make meaningful progress.  

The CAP’s proposed actions and strategies would have no substantial or significant adverse 

physical/environmental effects of their own, and each category addresses a distinct and interconnected 

aspect of climate action, from improving building efficiency and advancing clean energy, to creating safer 
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streets, conserving resources, expanding green spaces, and preparing for climate hazards. Innocuous 

actions and strategies that would not result in any potential adverse impacts to the environment were 

excluded from analysis. 

No significant land use changes would occur, nor would land use policies or zoning ordinance changes be 

required to administer these measures. No changes in density of use or significant generation of traffic 

would occur as a result of these measures. No adverse alterations to air quality or water quality/runoff 

volumes would result, and changes to the visual environment would be minor and, in most cases, invisible. 

No adverse changes to infrastructure or public services and utilities would occur as a result of these 

measures. By and large, each of these measures individually, and considered collectively with the other 

CAP measures, represents an improvement in safety, air quality, visual quality, and most importantly, 

GHG reduction and climate resilience. 

This exercise leaves measures that could potentially result in environmental impacts, although even these, 

taken together with aforementioned innocuous measures, represent improvements to air quality and GHG 

emissions. These measures, indicated by a “YES” in the final column of Table 2.2-4, are discussed in the 

analysis section of this document. 

 
Table 2.2-4 

Climate Action and Adaptation Plan Goals, Strategies and Actions 
 

Strategies Actions Discussed? 
Buildings and Energy 

Goal BE 1: Advance on-site solar for City facilities and industry 

BE 1.1: On Site-Renewable Energy 
Generation for Municipal Buildings 

BE 1.1.1: Conduct a solar storage feasibility study for 
municipal buildings Yes 

BE 1.1.2: Continue partnering with the casino to install 
solar panels Yes 

BE 1.1.3: Issue a single, citywide procurement for 
design, installation, and long-term maintenance of the 
selected solar battery projects (where applicable) 

Yes 

BE 1.1.4: Install and commission the systems with 
energy-management controls to track renewable 
generation and bill savings 

Yes 

Goal BE 2: Build a city-wide battery micro-grid for cooling centers and critical facilities 

BE 2.1: Cooling-Center Micro-grid 

BE 2.1.1: Retrofit existing centers with rooftop solar 
and battery storage Yes 

BE 2.1.2: Ensure every present and future cooling site 
can operate during grid outages Yes 
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Strategies Actions Discussed? 

BE 2.1.3: Require 72-hour island-mode at cooling 
centers Yes 

BE 2.2: Deploy a network of battery-
energy-storage systems (BESS) at 
critical municipal sites and larger 
private facilities.  

BE 2.2.1: Conduct an energy storage feasibility study 
for municipal buildings and critical facilities Yes 

BE 2.2.2: Pursue resilience grants from the state and 
federal government, utility incentive programs, and 
partnership financing arrangements. 

Yes 

BE 2.2.3: Install and connect batteries and link them to 
rooftop solar, set up charging, and discharging 
mechanisms for peak-shaving 

Yes 

Goal BE 3: Launch a city-wide energy efficiency program 

BE 3.1: Implement Energy-Efficient 
Buildings Standards 

BE 3.1.1: Explore energy-efficient measures in all new 
construction and encourage LEED certifications Yes 

BE 3.1.2: Offer expedited permitting to encourage the 
adoption of net-zero energy-ready standards to new 
developments 

Yes 

BE 3.1.3: Offer expedited permitting and reduced fees 
for all remodels and renovations that reduce natural 
gas consumption and switch to electric systems. 

Yes 

BE 3.2: Launch a Building Efficiency 
and Energy Education Program for 
Business and Homeowners 

BE 3.2.1: Create a resources hub for business owners 
and homeowners about all financial incentives and 
rebates for on-site electricity generation, storage, and 
building efficiency 

Yes 

BE 3.2.2: Develop and share materials to inform 
residents and businesses about solar incentives, 
potential cost savings, and environmental advantages 

Yes 

Goal BE 4: Reduce energy consumption across the City 

BE 4.1: Municipal Building Efficiency 
Transition 

BE 4.1.1: Complete energy & water audits for 
municipal buildings N/A 

BE 4.1.2: Launch a phased retrofit program for all 
interior/exterior lighting with LEDs, replace aging 
HVACs with high-efficiency heat-pumps, upgrade 
insulation and cool-roof coatings, and other envelope 
projects 

Yes 

BE 4.1.3: Install smart thermostats, sensor controls, and 
energy monitoring devices N/A 
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Strategies Actions Discussed? 

BE 4.1.4: Include GHG emission savings and long-term 
cost savings, when evaluating capital investments in 
municipal buildings 

N/A 

Transportation and Mobility 

Goal T1: Increase active-transportation trips to 20 percent of all City trips by 2030 

T 1.1: Complete & Safe Bike Network 

T 1.1.1: Align with the Circulation Element Update to 
upgrade protection features on existing main bike 
paths 

Yes 

T 1.1.2: Connect Bell Gardens bike lanes to South Gate 
West Santa Ana Branch light rail station and LA River 
Bike Path through a bike/pedestrian bridge over I-710 
and LA River 

Yes 

T 1.1.3: Create a citywide plan to add and upgrade bike 
lanes, install bike racks and lockers, and place 
wayfinding signs at key hubs. Publish a public map 
showing planned bike lanes, protection types (e.g., 
Class II, III), and installation timelines. 

Yes 

T 1.2: Walkable Neighborhoods 

T 1.2.1: Repair and expand sidewalks and add street 
tree cover in heat-exposed blocks Yes 

T 1.2.2: Add raised crosswalks, curb extensions, and 
pedestrian signals at high-injury intersections Yes 

T 1.2.3: Launch “Safe Path to School and Park” 
program at four school zones and city parks with 
speed-reduction designs and safe crosswalks 

Yes 

T 1.2.4: Update bus maps, schedules, and website for 
easy access and trip planning Yes 

T 1.2.5: Apply for federal and state grant funding to 
support transportation decarbonization Yes 

l T2: Reduce emissions from transportation by advancing a zero-emission transportation system 

T.2.1: Municipal Fleet Electrification 
Compliant with State Mandates 

T 2.1.1: Update a municipal fleet inventory and design 
a phased fleet electrification plan Yes 

T 2.1.2: Design a roadmap to electrify light- and heavy-
duty trucks by 2045, according to State Mandates Yes 

T 2.1.3: Plan for new light- and heavy-duty truck 
purchases to be electric starting from 2027, according 
to State mandates 

Yes 

T 2.1.4: Aim for new light-duty vehicle purchases to be 
zero-emission vehicles by 2035, according to State 
mandates 

Yes 
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Strategies Actions Discussed? 

T 2.2: Support Community-Wide EV 
Transition 

T 2.2.1: Develop a plan to install an appropriate 
number of level-2 and level-3 chargers to support the 
ZEV municipal fleet and community transition 

Yes 

T 2.3: Pursue a Transition for Bell 
Gardens’ Town Trolley to Zero-
Emission Vehicles 

T 2.3.1: Design a phased fleet plan for the Town Trolley 
to zero-emissions alternatives Yes 

T 2.3.2: Seek to prioritize contracting with a third party 
that has a zero-emission fleet Yes 

T 2.3.3: Apply for federal and state grant funding to 
support EV transition and charging infrastructure Yes 

Resource Conservation 

Goal RC 1: Reduce per capita water use to 20 percent below 2020 levels by 2035 through conservation, efficiency, and reuse 

RC 1.1: Expand Water-Efficient 
Landscaping 

RC 1.1.1: Replace turf with drought-tolerant plants 
and native landscaping at all municipal facilities and 
parks by 2030 

Yes 

RC 1.1.2: Design a policy for all new commercial 
developments to incorporate and maintain water-
efficient, native landscaping within their property 
boundaries by offering accelerated permitting to 
projects that submit compliant landscape plans 

Yes 

RC 1.1.3: Continue to require all new developments 
and major renovations to meet Model Water Efficient 
Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) standards, including 
use of water-efficient & native plants, drip irrigation, 
and moisture sensors 

Yes 

RC 1.2: Improve Water Use 
Efficiency in Buildings 

RC 1.2.1: Retrofit all municipal buildings with EPA 
WaterSense fixtures Yes 

RC 1.2.2: Encourage all new construction and major 
remodels to include EPA WaterSense fixtures and 
water budgeting for landscaping 

Yes 

RC 1.2.3: Launch an education campaign for residents, 
commercial, and industrial property owners about 
incentives & rebates for water efficiency upgrades 

N/A 

Goal RC 2: Divert 50 percent of waste generated in the City from landfills by 2035 

RC 2.1: Expanding Access to 
Composting and Proper Waste 
Sorting 

RC 2.1.1: Initiate a conversation with commercial 
landlords to encourage dedicated waste bins in 
commercial areas, that would facilitate commercial 
tenants to sort generated waste 

Yes 
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Strategies Actions Discussed? 

RC 2.1.2: Install dedicated waste bins in municipal 
buildings and require sorting of generated waste Yes 

RC 2.1.3: Look for and apply for grants to supply free 
backyard compost bins and provide multilingual 
workshops on composting basics and odor control 

Yes 

RC 2.1.4: Host a workshop with multifamily landlords 
to ensure that every multifamily property has visible, 
labeled bins for trash and recycling 

Yes 

RC 2.1.5: Meet CalRecycle standards for waste 
diversion Yes 

RC 2.2: Reduce Municipal 
Operations Waste 

RC 2.2.1: Require all construction and demolition 
projects over 1,000 square feet to divert waste 
materials, such as concrete, wood, and metal from 
landfills by recycling or reusing them 

Yes 

Green Community 

l GC 1: Land Use for Community Benefit and Climate Resilience 

GC 1.1: Remediate and reactivate 
contaminated and underutilized land 
for community, climate, and green 
infrastructure uses 

GC 1.1.1: Explore agreements with the electric utility 
to lease or co-develop land beneath and around power 
lines for safe, low-impact uses, such as walking/biking 
trails, native gardens, stormwater capture areas, or 
nurseries 

Yes 

GC 1.1.2: Continue to clean up contaminated land and 
apply for EPA Brownfields Assessment Grants and 
CalEPA cleanup funding to support site testing and 
remediation 

N/A 

GC 1.1.3: Perform a city-wide land assessment to 
identify parcels suitable for community gardens. N/A 

l GC 2: Build a strong local workforce by connecting residents to climate-related training, certification, and employment 
opportunities 

GC 2.1: Integrate Local Hiring and 
Workforce Equity into All City-Led 
Climate Projects 

GC 2.1.1: Include workforce development language in 
all relevant RFPs to encourage contractors to offer 
apprenticeships or collaborate with training programs 

N/A 

GC 2.2: Launch a Green Jobs 
Training Initiative 

GC 2.2.1: Partner with local schools such as LA Trade-
Tech College, nonprofits (GRID Alternatives, WERC), 
and unions to provide certified training in energy, 
energy efficiency, transportation, waste, and urban 
management areas 

N/A 

GC 2.2.2: Prioritize outreach to youth, low-income 
residents, and underrepresented groups N/A 
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Strategies Actions Discussed? 

Resiliency and Adaptation 

Goal RA 1: Cut heat-related ER visits by 50 percent by 2030 and ensure cooling access for all residents 

RA 1.1: Adopt & Implement a 
Citywide Heat Action Plan 

RA 1.1.1: Draft plan with clear activation triggers, 
roles, and heat-index thresholds Yes 

RA 1.1.2: Incorporate LA County emergency test alert 
systems and add Spanish translations Yes 

RA 1.1.3: Create shading structures in public areas, 
such as park playgrounds, picnic & waiting areas Yes 

RA 1.1.4: Refresh plan every 3 years using health-
outcome data N/A 

RA 1.2: Enhance a Cooling-Center 
Network 

RA 1.2.1: Extend hours (10 am - 8 pm) when National 
 Yes 

RA 1.2.2: Continue to maintain existing cooling center 
locations. N/A 

RA 1.2.3: Designate/retrofit at least 2 more public 
facilities (library, senior center, recreation center, one 
school gym) with backup power & extended hours 

N/A 

RA 1.2.4: Apply reflective coating rooftops in high-
heat, high-use areas to reduce urban heat Yes 

RA 1.2.5: Include cool roofs standard for newly 
constructed municipal buildings and for major 
renovations of municipal buildings 

N/A 

RA 1.2.6: Add micro-cooling hubs (shade, water, Wi-
Fi) in every park over 1/2 acre Yes 

R 1.3: Expand Urban Tree Canopy 

RA 1.3.1: Plant 1,000 native, drought-tolerant trees 
prioritizing low tree cover areas Yes 

RA 1.3.2: Reach 20-25% canopy cover city-wide by 
2040 Yes 

Goal RA 2: Enhance Bell Gardens’ built environment to better withstand climate impacts by investing in resilient housing, 
infrastructure, and disaster mitigation measures 

RA 2.1: Expand Green & Permeable 
Infrastructure 

RA 2.1.1: Convert 10% of heat-trapping surfaces to 
permeable pavers or green surfaces by 2030 Yes 

RA 2.1.2: Promote new construction and building 
retrofits that incorporate storm-resilient materials, 
energy-efficient design, renewable energy systems, 
and battery storage 

Yes 

RA 2.2: Resident Training & 
Resource Program 

RA 2.2.1: Create educational programs for City 
residents that teach disaster preparedness best 
practices and offer local guidance 

Yes 
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Strategies Actions Discussed? 
RA 2.2.2: Offer quarterly Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) + climate-resilience 
workshops, aiming to train 1,000 residents by 2028. 

Yes 

RA 2.2.3: Embed preparedness curriculum in all K-12 
schools Yes 

   
Source: Appendix A of Draft CAP, accessible online at: https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-
development/planning/climate-action-plan. 

 

CAP Implementation 

As outlined in Table 2.2-5, Emission Reduction Strategies from the CAP, the City’s CAP identifies a path 

to achieve its targets of 40 percent emission reductions by 2030, reaching 100 percent zero-carbon electricity 

by 2045, and achieving net-zero GHG emissions no later than 2045 through the implementation of the 

CAP’s proposed strategies and actions. 

 
Table 2.2-5 

Emission Reduction Strategies from the CAP 
 

Strategies Emission Reduction 
On-site renewable energy generation for municipal buildings 18.19 MT CO2e/year 

Cooling-center micro-grid 
3.03 MT CO2e/year Deploy a network of battery-energy-storage systems (BESS) at critical municipal 

sites and larger private facilities 

Implement energy-efficient building standards 74.4 MT CO2e/life cycle 

Launch a building efficiency and energy education program for business and 
homeowners 935 MT CO2e/year 

Municipal building efficiency transition 21 MT CO2e/year 

Complete and safe bike network 22.8 MT CO2e/year 

Walkable Neighborhoods 4,275.3 MT CO2e/year 

Municipal fleet electrification compliant with State mandates 24.45 MT CO2e/year 

Support community-wide EV transition 2,235 MT CO2e/year additional to ABAU 

Pursue a transition for Bell Gardens’ town trolley to zero-emission vehicles 15 MT CO2e/year 

Expand water-efficient landscaping 12.34 MT CO2e/year 

Improve water use efficiency in buildings 331 MT CO2e/year 

Expanding access to composting and proper waste sorting 2,144 MT CO2e/year 

Reduce municipal operations waste 21 MT CO2e/year 

Total 10,058.11 CO2e/year 

   
Source: Appendix A of Draft CAP, accessible online at: https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-
development/planning/climate-action-plan 
Note: Strategies that did not include GHG reduction values were not included in this table. 
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Forecasts 

To determine what the City’s emissions might look like in 2045, a series of emissions forecasts was 

developed. First, a Business-As-Usual (BAU) forecast was developed to estimate the City’s emissions 

without any additional action from Federal, State, or local governments. This projection serves as a baseline 

scenario, isolating the effects of population growth and household expansion on emissions without 

accounting for mitigation measures. The City’s Business As-Usual emissions are expected to decrease 0.22 

percent from 120,028 MT CO2e in 2023 to 119,764 MT CO2e in 2045. 

To project the City’s emissions in 2045, including the expected impacts of State and local actions, an 

Adjusted Business-As-Usual (ABAU) forecast was developed, which includes expected increases to 

National Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards, the Southern California Edison Renewable 

Grid Shift, and building energy efficiency measures established under the California Code of Regulations, 

Title 24. As outlined in Table 2.2-6, GHG Emissions and Targets (MTCO2e), with the inclusion of these 

additional factors, the City’s emissions are expected to decrease from 120,028 MT CO2e in 2023 to 93,899 

metric tons in 2035 (decrease of 21.8 percent from 2023) and 74,126 metric tons in 2045 (decrease of 38.2 

percent from 2023). 

 
Table 2.2-6 

GHG Emissions and Targets (MTCO2e) 
 

Year 
Baseline / 
Inventory 

Business as 
Usual 

Adjusted Business as 
Usual Target 

1990 135,623 N/A N/A  
2023 120,028 120,028 120,028  

2035 120,028 119,884 93,899 81,374 (2030) 

2045 
120,028 119,764 74,126 100% Zero-Carbon 

Electricity/Net-Zero GHG 
Emissions 

   
Source: Appendix A of Draft CAP, accessible online at: https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-
development/planning/climate-action-plan 

 

2.3  PROJECT APPROVALS 

Following the completion of the mandatory public review period, the proposed CAP would be scheduled 

for a public hearing before the Bell Gardens Planning Commission, followed by the City Council. The 

Planning Commission will review the IS/MND with the proposed CAP and provide a recommendation to 

the City Council.  
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III. ENVIRONMENTAL INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 
AND IMPACT ANALYSIS 

3.1 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this Project, involving at least 

one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 

 Aesthetics  
Agriculture and Forestry 
Resources  Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Energy 

 Geology and Soils  Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials 

 
Hydrology and Water 
Quality  Land Use and Planning  Mineral Resources 

 Noise  Population and Housing  Public Services 

 Recreation  Transportation  Tribal Cultural Resources 

 
Utilities and Service 

Systems  Wildfire  
Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

— — —
—

— —

— — —

— — —

— —

— —
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3.3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

3.3.1  Aesthetics 

Environmental Setting 

Scenic Vistas and Scenic Resources 

The City’s General Plan does not define any designated scenic vistas or resources in the City.6 The General 

Plan includes an Open Space/Parks designation applied to areas that are public parks or private land 

reserved for open spaces. However, all these lands are either developed with park uses or utility 

infrastructure and surrounded by urbanized areas. The City is bounded by urban development to the north 

and south, the Rio Hondo River, a concrete-lined channel, to the east, and the I-710 to the west. 

Visual Character 

The City is urbanized with very limited vacant land. The City has been fully developed since its 

incorporation in 1961. Very little undeveloped land remains and is limited to scattered vacant lots. The 

predominant land use in the City is residential, with 58 percent of the land in the City designated as 

residential. The remainder of the land is designated either commercial, industrial, public/institutional, or 

park uses. 

Light and Glare 

The City is developed with established existing sources of light and glare, such as streetlights and parking 

lights, walkway lights, lighted recreational facilities, and light emitted from residential and nonresidential 

buildings. The City is surrounded by other urbanized developments on all sides. Many of the City’s 

residential neighborhoods are surrounded or flanked by commercial, light manufacturing uses, and 

highway uses, which may create greater lighting effects. 

Regulatory Setting 

Regulations exist at state and local levels that guide development and influence the physical form and 

aesthetic character of the City, and include: 

 
6  City of Bell Gardens, General Plan Open Space and Recreation Element, (1995). Available online at: 

https://www.bellgardens.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9142/638717794109330000, accessed October 15, 
2025. 
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California Scenic Highway Program. California's Scenic Highway Program was created by the Legislature 

in 1963. Its purpose is to protect and enhance the natural scenic beauty of California highways and adjacent 

corridors through special conservation treatment. State laws governing the Scenic Highway Program are 

found in the Streets and Highways Code, Sections 260 through 263. A highway may be designated scenic 

depending upon how much of the natural landscape can be seen by travelers, the scenic quality of the 

landscape, and the extent to which development intrudes upon the traveler's enjoyment of the view. 

Caltrans defines a State Scenic Highway as any freeway, highway, road, or other public right-of-way that 

traverses an area of exceptional scenic quality. Eligibility for designation as a State Scenic Highway is based 

on vividness, intactness, and unity of the roadway. The status of a proposed State Scenic Highway changes 

from eligible to officially designated when the local governing body applies to Caltrans for scenic highway 

approval, adopts a Corridor Protection Program, and receives notification from Caltrans that the highway 

has been officially designated a State Scenic Highway. 

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 BE 1.1.2: Continue partnering with the casino to install solar panels. 

 BE 1.1.3: Issue a single, citywide procurement for design, installation, and long-term maintenance of 

the selected solar battery projects (where applicable). 

 BE 2.1.1: Retrofit existing cooling centers with rooftop solar and battery storage. 

 BE 2.2.3: Install and connect batteries and link them to rooftop solar, set up charging, and discharging 

mechanisms for peak-shaving. 

 BE 4.1.2: Launch a phased retrofit program for all interior/exterior lighting with LEDs, replace aging 

HVACs with high-efficiency heat pumps, upgrade insulation and cool-roof coatings, and other 

envelope projects. 

 T 1.1.1: Align with the Circulation Element Update to upgrade protection features on existing main 

bike paths. 

 T 1.1.2: Connect Bell Gardens bike lanes to South Gate West Santa Ana Branch light rail station and LA 

River Bike Path through a bike/pedestrian bridge over I-710 and LA River. 
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 T 1.1.3: Create a citywide plan to add and upgrade bike lanes, install bike racks and lockers, and place 

wayfinding signs at key hubs. Publish a public map showing planned bike lanes, protection types (e.g., 

Class II, III), and installation timelines. 

 T 1.2.1: Repair and expand sidewalks and add street tree cover in heat-exposed blocks. 

 T 1.2.2: Add raised crosswalks, curb extensions, and pedestrian signals at high-injury intersections. 

 T 1.2.3: Launch “Safe Path to School and Park” program at four school zones and city parks with speed-

reduction designs and safe crosswalks. 

 RC 1.1.1: Replace turf with drought-tolerant plants and native landscaping at all municipal facilities 

and parks by 2030. 

 RC 1.1.2: Design a policy for all new commercial developments to incorporate and maintain water-

efficient, native landscaping within their property boundaries by offering accelerated permitting to 

projects that submit compliant landscape plans. 

 RA 1.1.3: Create shading structures in public areas, such as park playgrounds, picnic & waiting areas. 

 RA 1.2.4: Apply reflective coating to rooftops in high-heat, high-use areas to reduce urban heat. 

 RA 1.2.5: Include cool roofs standard for newly constructed municipal buildings and for major 

renovations of municipal buildings. 

 RA 1.2.6: Add micro-cooling hubs (shade, water, Wi-Fi) in every park over 1/2 acre. 

 RA 1.3.1: Plant 1,000 native, drought-tolerant trees, prioritizing low tree cover areas. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Except as provided in Public Resources Code 
section 21099: 

a.  Would the project have a substantial 
adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Impact. A scenic vista is generally defined as a view of undisturbed natural characteristics 

exhibiting a unique feature that comprises an important or dominant portion of the viewshed. 
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Although scenic vistas are identified at the discretion of its jurisdiction, common examples of scenic 

vistas include open hillsides, mountain ranges, rivers/streambeds, and large bodies of water. 

Public views are those experienced by the collective public. These include views of significant 

landscape features such as the Pacific Ocean or mountain ranges, as seen from public viewing spaces, 

not privately owned properties. The analysis below addresses public views and not private views since 

obstruction of private views is not generally regarded as a significant environmental impact. (See, 

Citizens for Responsible and Open Government v. City of Grand Terrace (2008) 160 Cal.App.4th 1323; Mira 

Mar Mobile Community v. City of Oceanside (2004) 119 Cal.App.4th 477). Case law has established that 

protection of public views is generally emphasized.  

The City of Bell Gardens has not identified any vistas or resources as scenic vistas or scenic resources. 

The CAP does not include any strategies or action items that directly involve any scenic vistas or scenic 

routes, nor would they have the potential to cause a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista. Actions 

proposing building energy efficiency improvements (Actions BE 1.1.2, BE 2.2.3, RA 1.2.4, RA 1.2.5), 

building retrofits (Actions BE 2.1.1, BE 2.2.3, BE 4.1.2), circulation infrastructure improvements 

(Actions T 1.1.2, T 1.2.1, T 1.2.2), and landscaping/recreational improvements (Actions RC 1.1.1, RA 

1.1.3, RA 1.2.6, RA 1.3.1) would involve minor changes to the exteriors of buildings, existing roadways, 

or recreational areas. These physical changes would be relatively minor, and these actions would 

undergo appropriate review and approval by the City before being implemented. Furthermore, the 

City has not identified any scenic vistas or scenic resources. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Except as provided in Public Resources 
Code section 21099: 

b.  Would the project substantially 
damage scenic resources, including, 
but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings 
within a state scenic highway? 

    

No Impact. The State Scenic Highways Program is designed to protect and enhance the natural scenic 

beauty of California highways and adjacent corridors through special conservation treatment. The City 
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is not located near any designated or eligible state scenic highways per the State of California 

Department of Transportation.7  

The closest eligible state scenic highway is State Route 1, located approximately 11.4 miles southeast of 

the City of Bell Gardens.8 The closest officially designated National Scenic Byway is State Route 110 

(Arroyo Seco Historic Parkway), which is located approximately 7.6 miles northwest of the City (see 

Figure 3.3-1, Scenic Highways).9  

Due to these distances, the CAP would not have an impact on scenic resources, including, but not 

limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway within City 

limits or in the vicinity of City. No impact would occur.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
7  City of Bell Gardens, Bell Gardens General Plan, (2010). Available online at: 

https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-development/planning/general-plan. 
Accessed September 11, 2025. 

8  California Department of Transportation, “List of Eligible and Designated Scenic Highways.” Available online 
at: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-
highways. Accessed September 11, 2025.  

9  California Department of Transportation, “State Scenic Highway Map.” Available online at: 
https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa. 
Accessed September 11, 2025.  
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Except as provided in Public Resources Code 
section 21099: 

c.  Would the project, in non-urbanized 
areas, substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of public views 
of the site and its surroundings? (Public 
views are those that are experienced from 
a publicly accessible vantage point). If the 
project is in an urbanized area, would the 
project conflict with applicable zoning 
and other regulations governing scenic 
quality? 

    

No Impact. The City of Bell Gardens is a dense and highly urbanized community with very limited 

vacant land. Because the Project is located in an urbanized area, this analysis focuses on whether the 

Project would conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality. Although 

the Project includes minor physical improvements, implementation of the CAP could result in some 

long-term changes to the visual environment of the City. For example, implementation of Actions BE 

1.1.3 and BE 2.1.1 focuses on increasing the number of solar panels installed on existing and future 

development, which may result in changes to the visual character of buildings within the City. 

Additionally, implementation of Actions RC 1.1.1 and RA 1.3.1 would involve the implementation of 

native, drought-tolerant plants in landscaping.  

The CAP does not include any site-specific development, designs, or proposals that would conflict with 

the existing zoning for the City or regulations governing scenic quality. Further, future actions would 

be required to comply with the applicable regulatory requirements outlined in Title 9 (Zoning and 

Planning Regulations) in the City of Bell Gardens Municipal Code (BGMC) pertaining to aesthetic 

quality and associated review. These actions would be required to comply with state and local goals 

and would be considered minor changes to the visual environment. Thus, implementation of the CAP 

would not conflict with the existing zoning for the City, nor would the CAP conflict with regulations 

governing scenic quality. As such, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project create a new source of 
substantial light or glare which would 
adversely affect day or nighttime views in 
the area? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Sources of lighting or glare are typical in highly developed, urban 

environments (e.g., sunlight reflecting off building materials and glass windows). The City is 

developed with established existing sources of light and glare, such as streetlights and parking lights, 

walkway lights, lighted recreational facilities, and light emitted from residential and nonresidential 

buildings. The City is surrounded by similarly urbanized and developed cities. Many of the City’s 

residential neighborhoods are surrounded or flanked by commercial, light manufacturing, and 

highway uses, which create greater lighting effects. 

The CAP does not include any site-specific development, designs, or proposals that would introduce 

significant sources of light and glare. Although actions included in the CAP, such as BE 1.1.2, BE 1.1.3, 

and BE 2.2.3, could result in the installation of new solar panels, solar photovoltaic panels are 

specifically designed to absorb, not reflect, sunlight; and therefore, would not introduce a new source 

of substantial light or glare. Furthermore, future actions following the adoption of the CAP would be 

implemented in already urbanized areas, as the City is predominantly built out and commonly 

includes existing light sources. As such, impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  
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3.3.2 Agricultural Resources 

Environmental Setting 

The City of Bell Gardens is urbanized and does not contain any agricultural resources. According to the 

General Plan, in the early years of the 20th century, gardeners and small farms in the Bell Gardens region 

thrived by producing quality vegetables for nearby markets. However, these agricultural communities 

were short-lived due to the rapid urbanization that occurred in the 1920s and 1930s. There are no 

Williamson Act parcels within the City. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations exist at federal, state, and local levels with regard to agricultural resources and include: 

Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. The Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP), 

administered by the California Department of Conservation Division of Land Resource Protection, 

identifies important areas of farmland based on soil types and land use history. As part of the FMMP, the 

California Department of Conservation produces Important Farmland maps that assess the locations, 

quality, and quantity of agricultural lands in California on a county-by-county basis, as well as the 

conversion of these lands over time. The classification of Important Farmlands is based on land use and 

soil. Agricultural land is rated according to the soil quality and irrigation status, with the best-quality land 

called Prime Farmland. Maps are updated every two years by the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS), part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture; current land use information is gathered from 

aerial photographs, a computer mapping system, public review, and field reconnaissance. The FMMP maps 

approximately 47.9 million acres of land in California. FMMP designations do not affect local land use 

decisions; rather, they are identification tools that local governments can use for policy purposes. 

California Land Conservation Act (Williamson Act). The Williamson Act of 1965 provides an incentive to 

retain prime agricultural land and open space in agricultural use, thereby slowing its conversion to urban 

and suburban development. The program requires a 10-year contract between the county where the subject 

land is located and the landowner. While subject to contract, the land is taxed on the basis of its agricultural 

use rather than its market value. The land becomes subject to certain enforceable restrictions, and certain 

conditions need to be met prior to approval of an agreement. The goal of the Williamson Act is to protect 

agriculture and open space. The only Williamson Act contract lands in Los Angeles County are located on 

Santa Catalina Island and are preserved for open space and recreational purposes. 
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Discussion 

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

The CAP does not contain any actions related to agricultural or forest resources.  

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project convert Prime Farmland, 
Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to 
the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program of the California Resources 
Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

    

No Impact. The City of Bell Gardens is an urbanized environment with no agricultural land under 

commercial cultivation. However, according to the California Department of Conservation (DOC), 

approximately 42.1 acres of vacant land located in the center of the City is designated as “Unique 

Farmland” as shown in Figure 3.3-2, Farmland.10 Unique Farmland is defined by the DOC as “Lesser 

quality soils used for the production of the state's leading agricultural crops. This land is usually 

irrigated, but may include non-irrigated orchards or vineyards as found in some climatic zones in 

California. Land must have been cropped at some time during the four years prior to the mapping 

date.” On January 9, 2023, the City Council updated the General Plan Land Use Map and Zoning Map, 

and there is no agricultural land located in the City. However, the California Department of 

Conservation Map has not been updated to reflect this change, as shown in Figure 3.3-3, General Plan 

Land Use Map. Currently, there are no agricultural or farmland uses in the City. The General Plan 

Land Use map for the City of Bell Gardens reflects this change as the area is currently designated as 

“Open Space and Recreation.”11 

The CAP would not result in the approval of any physical improvements or development that would 

result in the conversion of Farmland as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland 

Mapping and Monitoring Program. As such, the CAP would not convert any farmland to non-

 
10  California Department of Conservation, “California Important Farmland Finder.” Available online at: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/ciff/. Accessed August 28, 2025. 
11  Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), General Plan Land Use in City of Bell Gardens, (2019) 32. 

Available online at: https://scag.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/bell-gardens.pdf. Accessed August 28, 2025. 
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agricultural use or forest land to non-forest use. Therefore, no impact on agricultural or forestry 

resources would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project conflict with existing 
zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson 
Act contract? 

    

No Impact. As previously discussed in Section 3.3.2(a), above, there are no agricultural or farmland 

uses in the City, and the City is highly urbanized;12 there is currently no land within the City located 

within an agricultural preserve nor enrolled under a Williamson Act contract, as shown in Figure 3.3-

4, Williamson Act Land. Additionally, the Project does not include any direct changes to the General 

Plan Land Use Element or base zoning designations. Therefore, the CAP would not conflict with 

existing agricultural zoning or a Williamson Act Contract, and no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project conflict with existing 
zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land 
(as defined in Public Resources Code Section 
12220 (g)), timberland (as defined by Public 
Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland 
zoned Timberland Production (as defined by 
Government Code Section 51104 (g))? 

    

No Impact. The City does not contain any forest land (as defined by PRC § 12220(g)), timberland (as 

defined by PRC § 4526), or timberland zoned for Timberland Production (as defined by Government 

Code § 51104(g)).13  

 
12  California Department of Conservation, State of California Williamson Act Contract Land. Available online at: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/WilliamsonAct/. Accessed on September 11, 2025. 
13  California Department of Fish and Wildlife, “California Forests and Timberlands.” Available online at: 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=109919. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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Further, the CAP does not propose any changes to the General Plan Land Use Element or zoning 

designations. As the City does not contain any forest land, timberland, or timberland zoned 

Timberland Production, the Project does not have the potential to conflict with zoning for these uses. 

No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project result in the loss of 
forest land or conversion of forest land to a 
non-forest use? 

    

No Impact. See response to Section 3.3.2.c, above. 

Forest land is defined as “…land that can support 10-percent native tree cover of any species, including 

hardwoods, under natural conditions, and that allows for management of one or more forest resources, 

including timber, aesthetics, fish and wildlife, biodiversity, water quality, recreation, and other public 

benefits.”14  Timberland is defined as: “land…which is available for, and capable of, growing a crop of 

trees of any commercial species used to produce lumber and other forest products, including Christmas 

trees.”15 Bell Gardens is a developed urbanized environment with few vacant parcels. There is no 

 
14  California Public Resources Code, Section 12220(g). 
15  PRC, § 4526. 
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identified forest land or timberland within the City, and implementation of the CAP would not result 

in a loss of forest land or timberland. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  Would the project involve other changes 
in the existing environment which, due to 
their location or nature, could result in 
conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use or conversion of forest 
land to non-forest use? 

    

No Impact. See responses to Sections 3.3.2.a through d, above. The City is located in an urbanized area, 

and there are no agricultural uses or related uses within the City. The Project does not include any 

changes to the General Plan Land Use Element or zoning designations. The CAP would not result in 

the physical development or improvements resulting in the conversion of Farmland or forest lands to 

non-agricultural uses or non-forest uses, as these uses are not present within the City and the CAP does 

not propose changes in land use. Therefore, no impact would occur.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  



Farmland
FIGURE 3.3-2
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SOURCE: California Departmenet of Conservation, 2025; Esri, 2025
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General Plan Land Use Map
FIGURE 3.3-3
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SOURCE: City of Bell Gardens, 2023; Esri, 2025
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Williamson Act Land
FIGURE 3.3-4
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3.3.3 Air Quality 

Environmental Setting 

Existing Conditions 

The City of Bell Gardens is located in the South Coast Air Basin (herein referenced as “SCAB” or the 

“Basin”), the air basin is an area of approximately 6,745 square miles bound by the Pacific Ocean to the 

west and south and the San Gabriel, San Bernardino, and San Jacinto Mountains to the north and east. The 

SCAB includes all of Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and San 

Bernardino Counties, in addition to the San Gorgonio Pass area in Riverside County. The terrain and 

geographical location determine the distinctive climate of the SCAB, which is a coastal plain with 

connecting broad valleys and low hills. 

The SCAB lies in the semi-permanent high-pressure zone of the eastern Pacific. As a result, the climate is 

mild, tempered by cool sea breezes. The usually mild climatological pattern is interrupted infrequently by 

periods of extremely hot weather, winter storms, or Santa Ana winds. The extent and severity of the air 

pollution problem in the SCAB is a function of the area’s natural physical characteristics (weather and 

topography) as well as human-made influences (development patterns and lifestyle). Factors such as wind, 

sunlight, temperature, humidity, rainfall, and topography all affect the accumulation and dispersion of 

pollutants throughout the SCAB, making it an area of high pollution potential. 

The greatest air pollution impacts in the SCAB occur from June through September, mainly because of the 

combination of large amounts of pollutant emissions, light winds, and shallow vertical atmospheric 

mixing. This frequently reduces pollutant dispersion, causing elevated air pollution levels. Pollutant 

concentrations in the SCAB vary with location, season, and time of day. Ozone concentrations, for example, 

tend to be lower along the coast, higher in the near inland valleys, and lower in the far inland areas of the 

SCAB and adjacent desert. 

Regulatory Framework 

California Air Resources Board 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is the regulatory agency charged with protecting the public 

from the harmful effects of air pollution and developing programs and actions to fight climate change. 

CARB’s mission is to promote and protect public health, welfare, and ecological resources through effective 

reduction of air pollutants while recognizing and considering effects on the economy. CARB is the lead 
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agency for climate change programs and oversees all air pollution control efforts in California to attain and 

maintain health-based air quality standards. 

South Coast Air Quality Management District 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is the regulatory agency responsible for 

improving air quality in the SCAB. The SCAQMD is responsible for controlling emissions primarily from 

stationary sources of air pollution. These can include anything from large power plants and refineries to 

the corner gas station. There are about 28,400 such businesses operating under SCAQMD permits. Many 

consumer products are also considered stationary sources; these include house paint, furniture varnish, 

and thousands of products containing solvents that evaporate into the air. About 25 percent of the SCAB’s 

ozone-forming air pollution comes from stationary sources, both businesses and residences. The other 75 

percent comes from mobile sources–mainly cars, trucks, and buses, but also construction equipment, ships, 

trains, and airplanes.16 Emission standards for mobile sources are established by state or federal agencies, 

such as the CARB and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), rather than by local agencies 

such as SCAQMD. 

Local Air Quality 

Ambient air quality in Bell Gardens can be inferred from ambient air quality measurements conducted at 

nearby air quality monitoring stations. Existing levels of ambient air quality and historical trends and 

projections are documented by measurements made by the SCAQMD, the air pollution regulatory agency 

in the Basin. The SCAQMD maintains air quality monitoring stations that process ambient air quality 

measurements throughout the Basin.  

The purpose of the monitoring station is to measure ambient concentrations of pollutants and determine 

whether ambient air quality meets the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and the 

California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS). Ozone and particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) are 

pollutants of particular concern in the Basin. While the City is located within SRA 5, there are no monitoring 

stations in SRA 5. At the recommendation of SCAQMD staff,17 the monitoring station located closest to the 

City and most representative of air quality for the area is CARB No.185, Pico Rivera, South San Gabriel 

Valley in SRA 11. The La Habra monitoring station provides data on CO, Ozone, Nitrogen Dioxide, and 

PM2.5. Ambient emission concentrations vary due to localized variations in emission sources and climate, 

 
16  SCAQMD, “Air Quality Sensor Performance Evaluation Center – About South Coast AQMD.” Available online 

at: https://www.aqmd.gov/aq-spec/aboutscaqmd. Accessed April 3, 2024.  
17  Confirmed methodology with SCAQMD staff during a call on August 27, 2025. SCAQMD staff recommended 

utilizing data from CARB No. 185, Pico Rivera for a best representation of ambient pollutant concentrations for 
Bell Gardens. 
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and should be considered “generally” representative of ambient concentrations near the City. See Table 

3.3-1, Air Monitoring Station Ambient Pollutant Concentrations. 

 
Table 3.3-1 

Air Monitoring Station Ambient Pollutant Concentrations 
 

Pollutant Standards1 
Year 

2022 2023 2024 
Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
Maximum 1-hour concentration monitored (ppm)  1.6 1.8 1.9 

Maximum 8-hour concentration monitored (ppm)  1.5 1.3 1.5 

Number of days exceeding state 1-hour standard 20 ppm 0 0 0 

Number of days exceeding federal 1-hour standard 35 ppm 0 0 0 

Ozone (O3) 
Maximum 1-hour concentration monitored (ppm)  0.123 0.120 0.145 

Maximum 8-hour concentration monitored (ppm)  0.091 0.090 0.093 

Number of days exceeding state 1-hour standard 0.09 ppm 3 7 10 

Number of days exceeding federal/state 8-hour standard 0.070 ppm 3 9 12 

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 
Maximum 1-hour concentration monitored (ppm)  0.065 0.058 0.062 

Annual average concentration monitored (ppm)  0.017 0.015 0.016 

Number of days exceeding state 1-hour standard 0.18 ppm 0 0 0 

Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) 
Maximum 24-hour concentration monitored (μg/m3)  53.80 33.20 61.70 

Annual average concentration monitored (μg/m3)  11.32 10.01 12.10 

Number of samples exceeding federal standard 35 μg/m3 1 0 2 
   
Source: South Coast Air Quality Management District. Historical Data by Year. Available online at: https://www.aqmd.gov/home/air-
quality/historical-air-quality-data/historical-data-by-year, accessed August 2025. 
1  Parts by volume per million of air (ppm), micrograms per cubic meter of air (μg/m3), or annual arithmetic mean (aam). 
2 The 8-hour federal O3 standard was revised from 0.075 ppm to 0.070 ppm in 2015. The statistics shown are based on the 2015 standard of 

0.070 ppm. 
 

Regulations exist at the federal, state, and local levels with regard to air quality and include: 

Federal Clean Air Act 

The 1970 Federal Clean Air Act (FCAA) authorized the establishment of national health-based air quality 

standards and also set deadlines for their attainment. The FCAA Amendments of 1990 changed deadlines 

for attaining national standards as well as the remedial actions required of areas of the nation that exceed 

the standards. Under the FCAA, state and local agencies in areas that exceed the national standards are 

required to develop State Implementation Plans to demonstrate how they will achieve the national 
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standards by specified dates. The FCAA requires that all projects receiving federal funds demonstrate 

conformity to the approved State Implementation Plan and local air quality attainment plan for the region. 

California Clean Air Act  

The California Clean Air Act (CCAA) provides local air quality districts with authority to regulate indirect 

sources and mandates that air quality districts focus particular attention on reducing emissions from 

transportation and area-wide emission sources. CARB is the agency responsible for coordination and 

oversight of state and local air pollution control programs in California and for implementing the CCAA. 

Each nonattainment district is required to adopt a plan to achieve a five percent annual reduction, averaged 

over consecutive three-year periods, in district-wide emissions of each nonattainment pollutant or its 

precursors. A Clean Air Plan shows how a district would reduce emissions to achieve air quality standards. 

Generally, the state standards for these pollutants are more stringent than the national standards. 

Criteria Air Pollutants 

Concentrations of criteria air pollutants are used to indicate the quality of the ambient air. Criteria air 

pollutants include ozone, carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), particulate 

matter less than 10 micrometers (coarse or PM10), particulate matter less than 2.5 micrometers (fine or 

PM2.5), and lead. However, ozone, PM10, and PM2.5 are the criteria air pollutants of primary concern in 

the SCAB due to their nonattainment status with respect to the applicable National Ambient Air Quality 

Standards (NAAQS) and/or California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS). The SCAB is in 

nonattainment for 1-hour and 8-hour ozone CAAQS and NAAQS, 24-hour and annual PM10 CAAQS, and 

24-hour and annual PM2.5 CAAQS and NAAQS. The SCAB is in attainment or unclassified for all other 

criteria pollutants.  

SCAQMD 2022 Air Quality Management Plan  

State Implementation Plans (SIP) are comprehensive plans that describe how an area will attain NAAQS. 

State law makes CARB the lead agency for all purposes related to the SIP. Local air districts and other 

agencies prepare SIP elements and submit them to CARB for review and approval. CARB then forwards 

SIP revisions to the U.S. EPA for approval and publication in the Federal Register. The 2022 Air Quality 

Management Plan (2022 AQMP) is the SIP for the Basin. The 2022 AQMP identifies the control measures 

that will be implemented to reduce major sources of pollutants. Implementation of control measures 

established in the previous AQMPs has substantially decreased the population’s exposure to unhealthful 

levels of pollutants, even while population growth has occurred in the SCAB. 
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On December 2, 2022, the SCAQMD Governing Board approved the 2022 AQMP that lays a path for 

improving air quality and meeting federal air pollution standards by 2037. The 2022 AQMP aims to, among 

other goals, reduce almost 70 percent of smog-forming emissions by 2037 beyond existing regulations, 

require zero-emission technologies across all sectors, and lay out specific actions needed from the federal 

government to reduce emissions from ships, trains, aircraft, and other sources primarily under federal 

regulatory authority. The 2022 AQMP also focuses on communities disproportionately impacted by air 

pollution with a dedicated chapter on environmental justice.  

The future air quality levels forecast in the 2022 AQMP are based on the most recent assumptions provided 

by both CARB and the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) for motor vehicle 

emissions and demographic updates, and include updated transportation conformity budgets. For 

example, future growth projections were based on demographic growth forecasts for various 

socioeconomic categories (e.g., population, housing, employment by industry) developed by SCAG for 

their 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). Although a 

more recent RTP/SCS has been adopted by the SCAG (Connect SoCal 2024), the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS was 

utilized in the formation of the AQMP. The 2022 AQMP also assumes that development projects will 

include strategies (mitigation measures) to reduce emissions generated during construction and operation 

in accordance with SCAQMD and local jurisdiction regulations, which are designed to address air quality 

impacts and pollution control measures. The 2022 AQMP acknowledges that the most significant air quality 

challenge in the Basin is to reduce NOX emissions sufficiently to meet the upcoming ozone standard 

deadlines. The 2022 AQMP incorporates scientific and technical information and planning assumptions, 

including SCAG’s 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (Connect 

SoCal) (RTP/SCS), updated emission inventory methodologies for various source categories, and SCAG’s 

latest growth forecasts. The 2022 AQMP includes integrated strategies and measures to meet the NAAQS 

SCAQMD Rules and Regulations  

All projects are subject to adopted SCAQMD rules and regulations in effect at the time of construction. 

Specific rules applicable to the actions of the Project may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 Regulation IV, Rule 402: Nuisance. A person shall not discharge from any source whatsoever such 

quantities of air contaminants or other materials which cause injury, detriment, nuisance or annoyance 

to any considerable number of persons or the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or 

safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause or have natural tendency to cause injury or 

damage to business or property. 
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 Regulation IV, Rule 403: Fugitive Dust. The developer or contractor is required to implement Best 

Available Control Measures for all sources, and all forms of visible PM are prohibited from crossing 

any property line.  

 Regulation XI, Rule 1113: Architectural Coatings. The manufacturer, distributor, and end user of 

architectural and industrial maintenance coatings to reduce VOC emissions from the use of these 

coatings, primarily by placing limits on the VOC content of various coating categories.  

 Regulation XII, Rule 1186: PM10 Emissions from Paved and Unpaved Roads, and Livestock 

Operations. The purpose of this rule is to reduce the amount of PM entrained in the ambient air as a 

result of vehicular travel on paved and unpaved public roads. 

 Regulation XIV, Rule 1403: Asbestos Emissions from Demolition/Renovation Activities. The owner 

or operator of any demolition or renovation activity is required to have an asbestos study performed 

prior to demolition and to provide notification to SCAQMD prior to commencing demolition activities. 

The SCAQMD recommends that its quantitative air pollution thresholds be used to determine the 

significance of project emissions. Projects in the SCAB would generate significant emissions if daily 

emissions exceed the regional thresholds of significance shown in Table 3.3-2, SCAQMD Regional 

Thresholds of Significance. 

 
Table 3.3-2 

SCAQMD Regional Thresholds of Significance 
 

Pollutant Construction (pounds per day) Operations (pounds per day) 
NOx 100 55 

VOC 75 55 

PM10 150 150 

PM2.5 55 55 

SOx 150 150 

CO 550 550 

   
Source: SCAQMD. 2023. South Coast AQMD Air Quality Significance Thresholds. https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/south-coast-aqmd-air-quality-significance-thresholds.pdf?sfvrsn=25, accessed September 11, 2025.  

 



III. Environmental Initial Study Checklist and Impact Analysis 

Impact Sciences, Inc. 52 City of Bell Gardens CAP IS/MND 
1588.002 December 2025 

Sensitive Receptors 

Some people are particularly sensitive to air pollution, including persons with respiratory illnesses or 

impaired lung function because of other illnesses, the elderly, and children. Facilities and structures where 

these people live or spend considerable amounts of time are known as sensitive receptors. The SCAQMD 

defines land uses considered to be sensitive receptors as long-term health care facilities, rehabilitation 

centers, convalescent centers, retirement homes, residences, schools, playgrounds, childcare centers, and 

athletic facilities. 

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 BE 1.1.2: Continue partnering with the casino to install solar panels. 

 BE 1.1.3: Issue a single, citywide procurement for design, installation, and long-term maintenance of 

the selected solar battery projects (where applicable). 

 BE 2.1.1: Retrofit existing centers with rooftop solar and battery storage. 

 BE 2.2.3: Install and connect batteries and link them to rooftop solar, set up charging, and discharging 

mechanisms for peak-shaving. 

 BE 2.2.1: Conduct an energy storage feasibility study for municipal buildings and critical facilities 

 BE 4.1.2: Launch a phased retrofit program for all interior/exterior lighting with LEDs, replace aging 

HVACs with high-efficiency heat pumps, upgrade insulation and cool-roof coatings, and other 

envelope projects. 

 BE 4.1.3: Install smart thermostats, sensor controls, and energy monitoring devices. 

 BE 4.1.4: Include GHG emission savings and long-term cost savings when evaluating capital 

investments in municipal buildings. 

 T 1.1.1: Align with the Circulation Element Update to upgrade protection features on existing main 

bike paths. 

 T 1.1.2: Connect Bell Gardens bike lanes to South Gate West Santa Ana Branch light rail station and LA 

River Bike Path through a bike/pedestrian bridge over I-710 and LA River. 
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 T 1.1.3: Create a citywide plan to add and upgrade bike lanes, install bike racks and lockers, and place 

wayfinding signs at key hubs. Publish a public map showing planned bike lanes, protection types (e.g., 

Class II, III), and installation timelines. 

 T 2.2.1: Develop a plan to install an appropriate number of level-2 and level-3 chargers to support the 

ZEV municipal fleet and community transition. 

 T 2.3.1: Design a phased fleet plan for the Town Trolley to a zero-emissions alternative. 

 T 2.3.2: Seek to prioritize contracting with a third party that has a zero-emission fleet. 

 T 2.3.3: Apply for federal and state grant funding to support EV transition and charging infrastructure. 

 RC 2.1.3: Look for and apply for grants to supply free backyard compost bins and provide multilingual 

workshops on composting basics and odor control. 

 GC 2.2.1: Partner with local schools such as LA Trade-Tech College, nonprofits (GRID Alternatives, 

WERC), and unions to provide certified training in energy, energy efficiency, transportation, waste, 

and urban management areas. 

 RA 1.3.1: Plant 1,000 native, drought-tolerant trees, prioritizing low tree cover areas. 

 RA 1.3.2: Reach 20-25 percent canopy cover city-wide by 2040. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As part of its enforcement responsibilities, the U.S. EPA requires each 

state with nonattainment areas to prepare and submit a State Implementation Plan (SIP) that 

demonstrates the means to attain the federal standards. The SIP must integrate federal, state, and local 

plan components and regulations to identify specific measures to reduce pollution in nonattainment 

areas, using a combination of performance standards and market-based programs. Similarly, under 

state law, the California Clean Air Act (CCAA) requires an air quality attainment plan to be prepared 

for areas designated as nonattainment with regard to the federal and state ambient air quality 

standards.  
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Air quality attainment plans outline emissions limits and control measures to achieve and maintain 

these standards by the earliest practical. 

The City is located within the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB), which is under the jurisdiction of the 

SCAQMD. The SCAQMD is required, pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act, to reduce emissions of 

criteria pollutants for which the SCAB is in nonattainment. In order to reduce such emissions, the 

SCAQMD drafted the 2022 Air Quality Management Plan (2022 AQMP). The AQMP’s pollutant control 

strategies are based on SCAG’s 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan / Sustainable Communities 

Strategy (RTP/SCS). While a more recent RTP/SCS has been adopted by the SCAG (Connect SoCal 

2024), the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS was utilized in the formation of the AQMP. The 2022 AQMP establishes 

a program of rules and regulations directed at reducing air pollutant emissions and achieving 

California and national air quality standards. The 2022 AQMP is a regional and multi-agency effort 

including the SCAQMD, CARB, SCAG, and the U.S. EPA. The plan’s pollutant control strategies are 

based on scientific and technical information and planning assumptions, including SCAG’s 2020 

RTP/SCS (Connect SoCal), updated emission inventory methodologies for various source categories, 

and SCAG’s latest growth forecasts. (SCAG’s latest growth forecasts were defined in consultation with 

local governments and with reference to local general plans.) Implementation of the actions identified 

in the CAP is subject to the SCAQMD’s AQMP. 

The CAP does not include any site-specific land-use development projects, designs, or proposals, nor 

does it grant any entitlement for land-use development projects. The Project would not change the 

General Plan Land Use Element or base zoning designations. The CAP serves as a guide to reduce 

community-wide GHG emissions, consistent with State GHG emission reduction goals, and prepares 

the City for the effects of climate change. The CAP neither encourages nor discourages development; 

rather, the CAP serves to inform future development that has been anticipated and analyzed in the 

City’s General Plan to incorporate the actions proposed in the CAP to optimize existing and future 

development projects for the effects of climate change. Area air quality planning, including the AQMP, 

assumes that there will be emissions from new growth, but that such emissions may not impede the 

attainment and may actually contribute to the attainment of applicable air quality standards within the 

Basin. While the implementation of actions from the CAP (such as T 1.1.1, T.1.12 and T 1.13) have the 

potential to result in temporary air quality impacts, these future actions would be required to adhere 

to regulations established at the regional and local level (such as the SCAQMD and General Plan, 

respectively) and these actions would undergo appropriate review and approval by the City before 

being implemented.  

Fundamentally, the CAP is aligned with the goals of the AQMP; it is designed as a comprehensive 

strategy to reduce emissions (including those associated with vehicle miles traveled [VMT]) in a 
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manner consistent with state guidelines and regulations, and identifies cost-effective opportunities for 

existing and future residents, businesses, and development projects to forge a more sustainable 

community. Impacts associated with the implementation of the CAP are negligible when compared to 

the air quality improvements and GHG emission reductions that come from the implementation of the 

CAP’s actions. As a result, the Project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 

applicable air quality plan; therefore, implementation of the CAP would be consistent with the 2022 

AQMP, and less-than-significant impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project result in a cumulatively 
considerable net increase of any criteria 
pollutant for which the project region is 
non-attainment under an applicable 
federal or state ambient air quality 
standard? 

    

Less Than Significant Impact. Cumulative impacts may result from individually minor but 

collectively significant projects, which “when considered together, are considerable or which 

compound or increase other environmental impacts” (State CEQA Guidelines § 15355). 

The Project would be considered cumulatively significant if its impacts exceed SCAQMD project-

specific significance thresholds.18 The CAP includes goals, strategies, and actions that would reduce 

GHG emissions generated in the City to help reduce the effects of climate change. The actions proposed 

with the CAP would improve air quality by pushing for expanded infrastructure for alternative modes 

of transportation to single passenger vehicles (i.e., Actions T 1.1.1, T 1.1.2, T 1.1.3) and promoting the 

adoption of more EVs with more EV supportive infrastructure (i.e., Actions T 2.2.1, T 2.3.1, T 2.3.3, T 

2.3.3), improving energy efficiency/renewable energy sources in building construction and in building 

operations (i.e., Actions BE 1.1.2, BE 1.1.3, BE 2.1.1, BE 2.2.3, BE 2.2.1). As discussed in Section 3.3.3(a), 

above, indirect impacts could occur from improvements due to the goals and policies contained in the 

Project. For instance, Action BE 2.1.1 and BE 4.1.2 encourage the retrofitting of existing buildings with 

rooftop solar and energy-efficient fixtures and improvements. However, while temporary emissions 

 
18  SCAQMD, South Coast AQMD Air Quality Significance Thresholds, (2023). Available online at: 

https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/south-coast-aqmd-air-quality-significance-
thresholds.pdf?sfvrsn=25. Accessed September 11, 2025.  
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would be generated during installation of these improvements and from the travel by workers to the 

sites receiving these retrofit improvements, retrofitting buildings for environmental sustainability 

would ultimately support more energy-efficient practices, negating the emissions generated in its 

implementation. Similarly, under Actions T 1.1.1, T.1.12, and T 1.13, while temporary emissions would 

be generated during the implementation of these circulation improvements, the reduction in VMT and 

emissions eliminated through the procurement of safe alternatives to private transportation is 

invaluable in the efforts to reduce GHG emissions in the City and would be consistent with State GHG 

reduction goals. Future actions would conform with all applicable standards and regulations regarding 

any potential increases in an existing or projected air quality violation. Implementation of the CAP 

would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the 

Project region is in non-attainment; therefore, less-than-significant impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project expose sensitive 
receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations? 

    

Less Than Significant Impact. The SCAQMD defines land uses considered to be sensitive receptors as 

long-term health care facilities, rehabilitation centers, convalescent centers, retirement homes, 

residences, schools, playgrounds, childcare centers, and athletic facilities. In 1998, CARB classified 

diesel particulate matter (DPM) as a toxic air contaminant (TAC), citing its potential to cause cancer 

and other health problems. U.S. EPA concluded that long-term exposure to diesel engine exhaust is 

likely to pose a lung cancer hazard to humans and can also contribute to other acute and chronic health 

effects.  

The CAP contains goals and policies that support cleaner air for the community, as shown above. As 

discussed in Section 3.3.3(a-b), above, while implementation of the CAP would result in temporary 

emissions generated during the implementation of the CAP, the long-term benefits from the 

implementation of these actions will reduce air quality and GHG emissions within the community and 

align with State GHG reduction goals. As a result, the Project would not expose sensitive receptors to 

substantial pollutant concentrations. These efforts would also reduce criteria pollutant emissions, help 

meet AQMP goals, and reduce sensitive receptor exposure to pollutant concentrations.  
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No actions proposed in the CAP would expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 

concentrations; therefore, less than significant impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project result in other 
emissions (such as those leading to odors) 
adversely affecting a substantial number 
of people? 

    

Less Than Significant Impact. Odors are typically associated with industrial projects involving the use 

of chemicals, solvents, petroleum products, and other strong-smelling elements used in manufacturing 

processes, as well as sewage treatment facilities and landfills. Impacts would be considered potentially 

significant if a project were to result in the creation of objectionable odors with the potential to affect 

substantial numbers of people, or if construction or operation of a project would result in the creation 

of nuisance odors that would be noxious to a substantial number of people, as codified in SCAQMD 

Rule 402 (Nuisance).19  

The CAP contains goals and policies that support cleaner air for the community. Any indirect impacts 

from actions in accordance with the Project are not anticipated to create objectionable odors or other 

emissions adversely affecting a substantial number of people. For example, Action RC 2.1.3 seeks to 

supply free backyard compost bins and provide multilingual workshops on composting basics and 

odor control; this action will reduce emissions generated from food waste, diverting trips to 

composting facilities, while also containing the odors associated with the anaerobic decomposition of 

food waste. As such, emissions from the implementation of the Project, such as those leading to odors, 

would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
19  SCAQMD. Rule 402: Nuisance (adopted May 7, 1976). Available online at: http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-

source/rule-book/rule-iv/rule-402.pdf. 
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3.3.4 Biological Resources 

Environmental Setting 

The City is urbanized with very limited vacant land. The Los Angeles River runs parallel with the City’s 

western border. The Rio Hondo River is located east of the City and is partially adjacent to the City’s 

southeastern boundary. One area of the City is shown as Freshwater Emergent Wetland and Freshwater 

Pond on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s National Wetlands Inventory, as shown in Figure 3.3-5, 

Wetlands.20 This area is located in the northeastern area of the City and includes an arm of the Rio Hondo 

Coastal Spreading Grounds. The Rio Hondo Coastal Spreading Grounds serves as a water 

storage/groundwater recharge facility that retains and conserves local, imported, and reclaimed water to 

augment groundwater recharge in the groundwater basin. Other than this area, there are no sensitive 

habitats, riparian habitats, or wetlands in the City. The City does not have a tree preservation policy or 

ordinance. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations exist at federal, state, and local levels with regard to biological resources and include: 

Federal Endangered Species Act. The Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) of 1973, as amended (16 

U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), provides the regulatory framework for the protection of plant and animal species (and 

their associated critical habitats), which are formally listed, proposed for listing, or candidates for listing as 

endangered or threatened under the FESA. The FESA has four major components: (1) provisions for listing 

species; (2) requirements for consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 

the National Marine Fisheries Service; (3) prohibitions against “taking” of listed species; and (4) provisions 

for permits that allow an incidental “take.”21 The FESA also discusses recovery plans and the designation 

of critical habitat for listed species. Both the USFWS and the National Marine Fisheries Service share the 

responsibility for administration of the FESA. During the CEQA review process, each agency is given the 

opportunity to comment on the potential of a project to affect listed plants and animals. 

 
20  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, “National Wetlands Inventory.” Available online at: 

https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/. Accessed September 11, 2025.  
21  The California Endangered Species Act defined the term “take” as follows: “to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or 

kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, Fish & Game Code, §86.” California Department of Fish & 
Wildlife, Threatened and Endangered Species, available online at: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CESA, 
accessed on June 17, 2025. Federal Endangered Species Act defines a “take” as follows: “Harass, harm, pursue, 
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct.” 16 U.S.C., §1532 
(19). U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Endangered Species Act, 16 U.S.C. 1531-1544. Available online at: 
https://www.fws.gov/law/endangered-species-act, accessed on September 11, 2025.  
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FESA (16 United States Code [U.S.C.] 1531 et seq.) is implemented by USFWS through a program that 

identifies and provides for the protection of various species of fish, wildlife, and plants deemed to be in 

danger of or threatened with extinction. As part of this regulatory act, FESA provides for the designation 

of critical habitat, defined in FESA Section 3(5)(A) as specific areas within the geographical range occupied 

by a species where physical or biological features “essential to the conservation of the species” are found 

and that “may require special management considerations or protection.” Critical habitat may also include 

areas outside the current geographical area occupied by the species that are nonetheless “essential for the 

conservation of the species.” 

The FESA also discusses recovery plans and the designation of critical habitat for listed species. Both the 

USFWS and the National Marine Fisheries Service share the responsibility for administration of the FESA. 

During the CEQA review process, each agency is given the opportunity to comment on the potential of a 

project’s impact on listed plants and animals and to ensure adequate protection of listed species that may 

be affected by the project. 

Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act. All migratory bird species that are native to the United States or its 

territories are protected under the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). The MBTA prohibits any 

person unless permitted by regulations, to “pursue, hunt, take, capture, kill, attempt to take, capture or kill, 

possess, offer for sale, sell, offer to purchase, purchase, deliver for shipment, ship, cause to be shipped, 

deliver for transportation, transport, cause to be transported, carry, or cause to be carried by any means 

whatever, receive for shipment, transportation or carriage, or export, at any time, or in any manner, any 

migratory bird, included in the terms of this Convention…for the protection of migratory birds…or any 

part, nest, or egg of any such bird” (16 U.S. Code 703).  

The list of migratory birds protected by the MBTA includes nearly all bird species native to the United 

States. The statute was extended in 1974 to include parts of birds, as well as eggs and nests. Thus, it is illegal 

under the MBTA to take (including killing, capturing, selling, trading, and transport) protected migratory 

bird species without prior authorization by the Department of the Interior U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Activities that result in the removal or destruction of an active nest (a nest with eggs or young being 

attended by one or more adults) would violate the MBTA. While destruction of a nest by itself is not 

prohibited under the MBTA, nest destruction that results in the unpermitted take of migratory birds or 

their eggs is illegal and fully prosecutable under the MBTA. 

With respect to nesting birds, although the MBTA does not itself provide specific take avoidance measures, 

the USFWS and CDFW, over time, have developed a set of measures sufficient to demonstrate take 

avoidance, included during construction activities, which include conducting brush removal, tree 

trimming, building demolition and/or construction, or grading activities outside of the nesting season. 
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CDFW biologists have defined the nesting season as February 15 through August 31 (January 15 to August 

31 for raptors). If other timing restrictions make it impossible to avoid the nesting season, prior to issuance 

of a grading, construction, or building permit, including demolition permit, the following measures are 

required as described below: 

1. Vegetation removal activities shall be scheduled outside the nesting season (September 1 to February 

14 for songbirds; September 1 to January 14 for raptors) to avoid potential impacts to nesting birds. 

This includes vegetation removal associated with ongoing fuel modification activities. 

2. Any construction activities or fuel modification activities that occur during the nesting season 

(February 15 to August 31 for songbirds; January 15 to August 31 for raptors) shall require that all 

suitable habitat be thoroughly surveyed for the presence or absence of nesting birds by a qualified 

biologist monitor (i.e., a professional biologist with a minimum of two years of avian survey experience 

or equivalent) before the commencement of clearing. If any active nests are detected, a buffer of at least 

300 feet (500 feet for raptors), or as determined appropriate by the qualified biologist monitor, shall be 

delineated, flagged, and avoided until the nesting cycle is complete, as determined by the qualified 

biologist monitor. 

Federal Clean Water Act. Pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulate the discharge 

of dredged and/or fill material into “waters of the United States” Navigable waters mean waters of the 

United States, including the territorial seas. Waters of the United States means: (1) Jurisdictional waters. 

For purposes of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. and its implementing regulations, subject to the exclusions 

in paragraph (2) of this section, the term ‘‘waters of the United States’’ means: (i) The territorial seas, and 

waters which are currently used, or were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate or 

foreign commerce, including waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; (ii) Tributaries; (iii) 

Lakes and ponds, and impoundments of jurisdictional waters; and (iv) Adjacent wetlands. The term 

“wetlands” (a subset of waters of the United States) is defined in 33 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 

328.3(b) as “those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and 

duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation 

typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, 

and similar areas.” 

Section 401 of the CWA requires any applicant for a federal license or permit to conduct any activity that 

may result in a discharge of a pollutant into waters of the United States to obtain a certification that the 

discharge will comply with applicable effluent limitations and water quality standards.  
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The certification must be obtained from the state in which the discharge originates or would originate, or, 

if appropriate, from the interstate water pollution control agency having jurisdiction over the affected 

waters at the point where the discharge originates or would originate. A certificate obtained for the 

construction of any facility must also pertain to the subsequent operation of the facility. Responsibility for 

the protection of water quality in California rests with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 

and its nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs). The agency with jurisdiction over projects 

in the City of Bell Gardens is the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

California Endangered Species Act. Under the California Endangered Species Act, the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is responsible for maintaining a list of threatened and endangered 

species (CFGC Section 2070). The CDFW also maintains a list of candidate species, which are species 

formally under review for addition to either the list of endangered species or the list of threatened species. 

The California Endangered Species Act prohibits the take of plant and animal species that the California 

Fish and Game Commission has designated as either threatened, rare, or endangered in California. “Take” 

in the context of this regulation means to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, 

catch, capture, or kill a listed species (CFGC Sections 86 and 2080). The take prohibitions also apply to 

candidates for listing under the California Endangered Species Act. However, Section 2081 of the act allows 

the department to issue permits for the minor and incidental take of species by an individual or permitted 

activity listed under the act. 

In accordance with the requirements of the California Endangered Species Act, an agency reviewing a 

project within its jurisdiction must determine if any state-listed endangered, rare, threatened, or candidate 

species could be present in the project area. The agency also must determine if the project could have a 

potentially significant impact on such species. In addition, the CDFW encourages informal consultation on 

any project that could affect any state-listed endangered, rare, threatened, or candidate species. 

California Fish and Game Code. Under sections 1600 et. Seq. of CFGC, CDFW regulates activities that 

would divert or obstruct the natural flow or substantially change the bed, channel, or bank of any river, 

stream, or lake that supports fish or wildlife and requires a Streambed Alteration Agreement for such 

activities. The CDFW issues a Streambed Alteration Agreement with any necessary mitigation to ensure 

protection of the State’s fish and wildlife resources. The CDFW has jurisdiction over riparian habitats 

associated with watercourses. 

Natural Community Conservation Planning Act. The Natural Community Conservation Planning Act 

(NCCPA) (CFGC Chapter 10, Division 3, Sections 2800 et seq.) was enacted in 1991. NCCPA is administered 

by CDFW. The goal of this Act is to identify and secure habitat areas for the protection of biodiversity. 
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Habitat areas are identified by CDFW, and plans are prepared for habitat protection. When a development 

project is proposed, a determination is made concerning the potential impacts of the project on biodiversity 

and the best means of avoiding or mitigating them. NCCPA allows local, state, or federal agencies to enter 

into agreements with public and private entities to implement a “natural community conservation plan” 

(NCCP), e.g., habitat and species protection within a specified geographic area. Participation in an NCCP 

does not exempt a development project from CEQA. Mitigation measures pursuant to CEQA may, as an 

alternative, include participation in an NCCP in order to reduce the burden for on-site mitigation. 

Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. Waters of the State are defined by the Porter-Cologne Water 

Quality Control Act as “any surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, within the boundaries 

of the state.” The RWQCB protects all waters in its regulatory scope but has special responsibility for 

isolated wetlands and headwaters. These water bodies have high resource value, are vulnerable to filling, 

and may not be regulated by other programs, such as Section 404 of the CWA. Waters of the State are 

regulated by the RWQCB under the State Water Quality Certification Program, which regulates discharges 

of dredged and fill material under Section 401 of the CWA and the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 

Act. Projects that require a Corps permit, or fall under other federal jurisdiction, and have the potential to 

impact Waters of the State are required to comply with the terms of the State Water Quality Certification 

Program. If a proposed project does not require a federal license or permit but does involve activities that 

may result in a discharge of harmful substances to Waters of the State, the RWQCB has the option to 

regulate such activities under its State authority in the form of Waste Discharge Requirements or 

Certification of Waste Discharge Requirements. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Conservation Element. As required by Section 65302(d) of the 

California Government Code and the State Mining and Reclamation Act, the City’s Conservation Element 

of the General Plan focuses on four key issue areas: cultural resources, ecological resources, geological 

resources, and water resources.  

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 RC 1.1.1: Replace turf with drought-tolerant plants and native landscaping at all municipal facilities 

and parks by 2030. 

 RC 1.1.2: Design a policy for all new commercial developments to incorporate and maintain water-

efficient, native landscaping within their property boundaries by offering accelerated permitting to 

projects that submit compliant landscape plans. 
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 RC 1.1.3: Continue to require all new developments and major renovations to meet Model Water 

Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) standards, including use of water-efficient & native plants, 

drip irrigation, and moisture sensors. 

 GC 1.1.1: Explore agreements with the electric utility to lease or co-develop land beneath and around 

power lines for safe, low-impact uses, such as walking/biking trails, native gardens, stormwater 

capture areas, or nurseries. 

 T 1.1.2: Connect Bell Gardens bike lanes to South Gate West Santa Ana Branch light rail station and LA 

River Bike Path through a bike/pedestrian bridge over I-710 and LA River. 

 T 1.2.1: Repair and expand sidewalks and add street tree cover in heat-exposed blocks. 

 RC 1.1.3: Continue to require all new developments and major renovations to meet Model Water 

Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) standards, including use of water-efficient & native plants, 

drip irrigation, and moisture sensors. 

 GC 1.1.2: Continue to clean up contaminated land and apply for EPA Brownfields Assessment Grants 

and CalEPA cleanup funding to support site testing and remediation. 

 GC 1.1.3: Perform a city-wide land assessment to identify parcels suitable for community gardens. 

 RA 1.3.1: Plant 1,000 native, drought-tolerant trees, prioritizing low tree cover areas. 

 RA 1.3.2: Reach 20-25 percent canopy cover city-wide by 2040. 

 RA 2.1.1: Convert 10 percent of heat-trapping surfaces to permeable pavers or green surfaces by 2030. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project have a substantial 
adverse effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or 
special status species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. A significant impact would occur if the Project were to lead to adverse 

effects on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species according to any 

adopted plan, policy, or regulation. This includes effects caused by habitat modification.  

The City of Bell Gardens is a highly urbanized environment, and the majority of the City is currently 

developed. The remaining amount of undeveloped land is limited to scattered vacant parcels. The 

General Plan includes an Open Space/Parks designation applied to areas that are public parks or 

private properties reserved for open spaces. However, these properties are either developed with park 

uses or utility infrastructure and surrounded by urbanized areas. The County has not designated any 

Significant Ecological Areas (SEA) within the City limits, as shown in Figure 3.3-6, Significant 

Ecological Areas.22  

Implementation of the CAP would not have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or indirectly 

through habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, special status species, 

or wildlife movement. Rather, the actions listed above would enhance and expand green space 

(Actions RC 1.1.1, GC 1.1.1, GC 1.1.3, RA 1.3.1, RA 1.3.2, RA 2.1.1, T 1.2.1) and plant more native, 

drought tolerant vegetation throughout the City (Actions RC 1.1.1, RC 1.1.2, RC 1.1.3, GC 1.1.1, RA 

1.3.1). As the City is highly urbanized with the majority of the City being developed, and no SEAs are 

designated in the City, the CAP would not have a substantial adverse effect on any species identified 

as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or 

by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife. Therefore, impacts would be 

less than significant.  

 
22  County of Los Angeles, Department of Regional Planning, “Significant Ecological Areas and Coastal Resource 

Areas Policy Map,” County of Los Angeles General Plan 2035, (2022). Available online at: 
https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/9.1_Chapter9_Figures.pdf. Accessed August 27, 2025. 
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Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project have a substantial 
adverse effect on any riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, 
policies, and regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The County of Los Angeles has not designated SEAs within the City of 

Bell Gardens. As a highly urbanized City, the City’s General Plan does not identify any existing riparian 

habitats or protected natural communities. However, a vacant property located within the northeastern 

perimeter of the City’s boundary is identified in the National Wetlands Inventory as a Freshwater 

Emergent Wetland habitat, as shown in Figure 3.3-6, Wetlands.23 While wetlands have been identified 

in the City, the actions proposed in the CAP would not impact this identified wetland habitat.  

Implementation of the CAP would not have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or indirectly, 

on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities. However, actions such as T 1.1.2 

(connecting the City to the South Gate West Santa Ana Branch light rail station and LA River Bike Path 

through a bike/pedestrian bridge over I-710 and the LA River) have potential for temporary impacts 

with its implementation, due to the scale of the actions and the overall benefit that comes from the 

implementation of the CAP. The actions listed above would enhance existing green space and improve 

biodiversity while adhering to City codes and regulations. Future discretionary projects following the 

implementation of the CAP would be subject to the City’s policies and regulations related to the 

protection of riparian and sensitive habitats. This includes Policy 2 of the City’s Conservation Element, 

which states: “The City of Bell Gardens shall, to the extent possible, protect remaining ecological 

resources and enhance those resources through programs in the Open Space and Recreation Element 

and the Circulation and Transportation Element.” Impacts to any riparian habitat or other sensitive 

natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife or US Fish and Wildlife Service would be less than significant. 

 
23  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, “National Wetlands Inventory.” Available online at: 

https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/. Accessed on August 27, 2025. 
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Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project have a substantial 
adverse effect on state or federally 
protected wetlands (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, 
etc.) through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other 
means? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As previously stated, the County of Los Angeles has not designated 

SEAs within the City of Bell Gardens. As a highly urbanized City, the City’s General Plan does not 

identify any existing riparian habitats or protected natural communities. However, a vacant property 

located within the northeastern perimeter of the City’s boundary is identified in the National Wetlands 

Inventory as a Freshwater Emergent Wetland habitat.24 While wetlands have been identified in the 

City, the actions proposed in the CAP would not impact this identified wetland habitat.  

The City is a developed urbanized environment with few vacant parcels remaining. The CAP does not 

include any site-specific land-use development, designs, or proposals, nor does it grant any entitlement 

for land-use development that would result in impacts to wetlands. While temporary impacts may 

result from the implementation of some actions from the CAP, any future site-specific discretionary 

projects would be subject to City policies and regulations related to the protection of biological 

resources, such as Policy 2 from the City’s Conservation Element. The actions listed above would 

enhance existing green space, improve biodiversity, and encourage alternative modes of transportation 

to private vehicles, while adhering to City codes and regulations. Implementation of the CAP would 

not have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or indirectly, on state or federally protected 

wetlands. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
24  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, “National Wetlands Inventory.” Available online at: 

https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/. Accessed on August 27, 2025. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project interfere substantially 
with the movement of any native resident 
or migratory fish or wildlife species or 
with established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede 
the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

    

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. The City is a highly urbanized and 

developed area that has been highly disturbed and thus does not function as a wildlife corridor or 

nursery site. Although the County of Los Angeles has not designated SEAs within the City of Bell 

Gardens, and the removal of trees is not anticipated in the implementation of the CAP, construction 

associated with actions such as T 1.1.2 has the potential to impact habitat for migratory birds. As such, 

Mitigation Measure BIO-1 requires CAP-related actions to take certain procedural steps that are 

consistent with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. With 

the implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1, direct and indirect impacts to protected nesting 

birds would be reduced to less than significant levels. 

MM BIO-1 Prior to issuance of grading permits, the following measures shall be implemented no 

more than seven days prior to the start of construction:  

 To avoid disturbance of nesting, including raptorial species protected by the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code, activities related 

to the project, including, but not limited to, vegetation removal, ground 

disturbance, and construction, shall occur outside of the bird breeding season 

(February 1 through August 31). If construction must begin during the breeding 

season, then a pre-construction nesting bird survey shall be conducted no more 

than seven days prior to initiation of construction activities. The nesting bird pre-

construction survey shall be conducted on foot inside the project site, including a 

100-foot buffer, and in inaccessible areas (e.g., private lands) from afar using 

binoculars to the extent practical. The survey shall be conducted by a biologist 

familiar with the identification of avian species known to occur in Southern 

California.  
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 If nests are found, an avoidance buffer shall be demarcated by a qualified biologist 

with bright construction fencing, flagging, construction lathe, or other means to 

mark the boundary. All construction personnel shall be notified of the existence of 

the buffer zone and advised to avoid entering the buffer zone during the nesting 

season. No parking, storage of materials, or construction activities shall occur 

within this buffer until the biologist has confirmed that breeding/nesting is 

completed, and the young have fledged the nest. Encroachment into the buffer 

shall occur only at the discretion of the qualified biologist. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  Would the project conflict with any local 
policies or ordinances protecting 
biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

    

No Impact. The City does not have a tree preservation ordinance for trees on public or private property. 

Actions such as RA 1.3.1, RA 1.3.2, and T 1.2.1 promote the planting of more native, drought-tolerant 

trees and increase the City’s canopy cover. These actions improve biodiversity, offset the urban heat 

island effect, and improve air quality. As such, the CAP would not conflict with any local policies or 

ordinances protecting biological resources. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

f.  Would the project conflict with the 
provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved 
local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

    

No Impact. There are no adopted habitat conservation plans, natural community conservation plans, 

or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plans within the City.25 The CAP would 

 
25  California Department of Fish and Wildlife, “NCCP Plan Summaries.” Available online at: 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/planning/nccp/plans. Accessed August 27, 2025. 
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not conflict with an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or 

other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. As discussed, the actions listed above 

would enhance existing green space and improve biodiversity. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  



Wetlands
FIGURE 3.3-5

1588.002•09/25

SOURCE: USFWS, 2025; Esri, 2025

R^ndolph St

OT

Bell
ro

in ~" Bell Ave
Oi

< *r <
5 S

c
Hope st

Olive St

Broadway c7
QJ

Santa Ana st *
L'berty Blvd £

Ardmore Ave

South Gate °

So^hern Ave
°uane Way

Missouri Ave

Tweedy Blvd

Abbott Rd

1
jMiles

Mic^gan Ave

^V^Ave
Downey

Maywood
2 B 54th St
in

> 0;

* E 59th Plo>

109

Lo^lan<y

Bell Gardens
Fl°rence Ave

Clara St

Q^lia St
John Anj
Ford Pj

n°re%

Fire^one

Cuda

l l Project Site

Wetlands

Lake

Riverine

Freshwater Emergent Wetland

Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland

Freshwater Pond

IMPACTS
SCIENCES



Significant Ecological Areas
FIGURE 3.3-6
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3.3.5 Cultural Resources 

Environmental Setting 

Bell Gardens has a history dating back to the late 1700s. In 1771, Antonio Lugo, a 35-year-old corporal in 

the Spanish army, was given a land grant of more than 29,514 acres, which today is known as the cities of 

Bell Gardens, Maywood, Vernon, Huntington Park, Walnut Park, Cudahy, South Gate, Lynwood, and 

Commerce. The City of Bell Gardens was incorporated on August 1, 1961. The City was entirely developed 

at the time of incorporation, and currently, there is very little vacant land. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations exist at the federal, state, and local levels with regard to cultural resources and include: 

National Historic Preservation Act and National Register of Historic Places. The National Historic 

Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 establishes the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and defines 

federal criteria for determining the historical significance of archaeological sites, historic buildings, and 

other resources. To be determined eligible for the NRHP, a potential historic property must meet one of 

four historical significance criteria (listed below), and also must possess sufficient deposition, architectural, 

or historic integrity to retain the ability to convey the resource’s historic significance. Resources determined 

to meet these criteria are eligible for listing in the NRHP and are termed historic properties. A resource 

may be eligible at the local, state, or national level of significance. 

Properties are eligible for the NRHP if they possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 

workmanship, feeling, and association, and they meet the following criteria: 

A. Criteria A- associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 

our history; 

B. Criteria B- associated with the lives of a person or persons of significance in our past; 

C. Criteria C- embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction, or 

represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic value, or represent a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

D. Criteria D- have yielded or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

A resource that lacks integrity or does not meet one of the NRHP criteria of eligibility is not considered a 

historic property under federal law, and effects to such a resource are not considered significant under the 
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NHPA. Archaeological sites are generally evaluated under Criterion D, which concerns the potential to 

yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Federal Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. The Native American Graves 

Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) requires federal agencies to return Native American cultural 

items to the appropriate federally recognized Indian tribes or Native Hawaiian groups with which they are 

associated.26 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5. Under CEQA, public agencies must consider the effects of their 

actions on both “historical resources” and “unique archaeological resources.” Pursuant to California Public 

Resources Code (PRC) Section 21084.1, a “project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of a historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment.” PRC 

21083.2 requires agencies to determine whether a proposed project would have an effect on “unique 

archaeological resources.” 

“Historical resource” is a term of art with a defined statutory meaning (see PRC 21084.1 and State CEQA 

Guidelines Sections 15064.5(a) and 15064.5(b)). The term embraces any resource listed in or determined to 

be eligible for listing in the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR). The CRHR includes resources 

listed in or formally determined eligible for listing in the NRHP, as well as some California State Landmarks 

and Points of Historical Interest. 

Properties of local significance that have been designated under a local preservation ordinance (local 

landmarks or landmark districts) or that have been identified in a local historical resources inventory may 

be eligible for listing in the CRHR and are presumed to be “historical resources” for purposes of CEQA 

unless a preponderance of evidence indicates otherwise (PRC 5024.1 and 14 CCR 4850). Unless a resource 

listed in a survey has been demolished or has lost substantial integrity, or there is a preponderance of 

evidence indicating that it is otherwise not eligible for listing, a lead agency should consider the resource 

potentially eligible for the CRHR. 

In addition to assessing whether historical resources potentially impacted by a proposed project are listed 

or have been identified in a survey process, lead agencies have a responsibility to evaluate them against 

the CRHR criteria prior to making a finding as to a proposed project’s impacts to historical resources (PRC 

21084.1 and State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a)(3)). In general, a historical resource, under this 

approach, is defined as any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript that: 

 
26  United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 

Act. Available online at: https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/laws/nagpra.htm. Accessed June 25, 2025.  
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A. Is historically or archaeologically significant, or is significant in the architectural, engineering, 

scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, or cultural annals of California; and 

B. Meets any of the following criteria: 

1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 

California’s history and cultural heritage; 

2. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or 

represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values; or 

4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history (State CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15064.5(a)(3)) 

These factors are known as “Criteria 1, 2, 3, and 4” and parallel Criteria A, B, C, and D under the NHPA 

(discussed earlier). The fact that a resource is not listed or determined to be eligible for listing does not 

preclude a lead agency from determining that it may be a historical resource (PRC 21084.1 and State CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15064.5(a)(4)). 

CEQA also distinguishes between two classes of archaeological resources: archaeological sites that meet 

the definition of a historical resource, as described above, and “unique archaeological resources.” Under 

CEQA, an archaeological resource is considered “unique” if it: 

 Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions and there is a 

demonstrable public interest in that information; 

 Has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best available example of 

its type; or 

 Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic event or person 

(PRC 21083.2(g)). 

CEQA states that if a proposed project would result in an impact that might cause a substantial adverse 

change in the significance of a historical resource, then an environmental impact report (EIR) must be 

prepared, and mitigation measures should be considered. A “substantial adverse change” in the 

significance of a historical resource means physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the 
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resource or its immediate surroundings such that the significance of a historical resource would be 

materially impaired (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(1)). 

The State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15064.5(c)) also provide specific guidance on the treatment of 

archaeological resources, depending on whether they meet the definition of a historical resource or a 

unique archaeological resource. If the site meets the definition of a unique archaeological resource, it must 

be treated in accordance with the provisions of PRC 21083.2. 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(b) sets forth principles relevant to means of mitigating impacts on 

historical resources. It provides as follows: 

 Where maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or 

reconstruction of the historical resource will be conducted in a manner consistent with the Secretary of 

the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, 

Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings, Weeks and Grimmer, the project’s 

impact on the historical resource shall generally be considered mitigated below a level of significance 

and thus is not significant. 

 In some circumstances, documentation of a historical resource, by way of historic narrative, 

photographs, or architectural drawings, as mitigation for the effects of demolition of the resource, will 

not mitigate the effects to a point where clearly no significant effect on the environment would occur. 

 Public agencies should, whenever feasible, seek to avoid damaging effects on any historical resource 

of an archaeological nature. The following factors shall be considered and discussed in an EIR for a 

project involving such an archaeological site: 

 Preservation in place is the preferred manner of mitigating impacts to archaeological sites. 

Preservation in place maintains the relationship between artifacts and the archaeological context. 

Preservation may also avoid conflict with the religious or cultural values of groups associated with 

the site. 

 Preservation in place may be accomplished by, but is not limited to, the following: 

 Planning construction to avoid archaeological sites; 

 Incorporation of sites within parks, greenspace, or other open space; 

 Covering the archaeological sites with a layer of chemically stable soil before building tennis 

courts, parking lots, or similar facilities on the site. 
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 Deeding the site into a permanent conservation easement. 

 When data recovery through excavation is the only feasible mitigation, a data recovery plan, which 

makes provision for adequately recovering the scientifically consequential information from and 

about the historical resource, shall be prepared and adopted prior to any excavation being 

undertaken. Such studies shall be deposited with the California Historical Resources Regional 

Information Center. Archaeological sites known to contain human remains shall be treated in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code. If an artifact must 

be removed during project excavation or testing, curation may be an appropriate mitigation. 

 Data recovery shall not be required for a historical resource if the lead agency determines that 

testing or studies already completed have adequately recovered the scientifically consequential 

information from and about the archaeological or historical resource, provided that the 

determination is documented in the EIR and that the studies are deposited with the California 

Historical Resources Regional Information Center. 

Section 15064.5(f) deals with potential discoveries of cultural resources during project construction. That 

provision states that, “[a]s part of the objectives, criteria, and procedures required by Section 21082 of the 

Public Resources Code, a lead agency should make provisions for historical or unique archaeological 

resources accidentally discovered during construction. These provisions should include an immediate 

evaluation of the find by a qualified archaeologist. If the find is determined to be a historical or unique 

archaeological resource, contingency funding and a time allotment sufficient to allow for implementation 

of avoidance measures or appropriate mitigation should be available. Work could continue on other parts 

of the building site while historical or unique archaeological resource mitigation takes place. 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(e), requires that excavation activities be stopped whenever human 

remains are uncovered, and that the county coroner be called in to assess the remains. If the county coroner 

determines that the remains are those of Native Americans, the Native American Heritage Commission 

(NAHC) must be contacted within 24 hours. At that time, the lead agency must consult with the appropriate 

Native Americans, if any, as identified in a timely manner by the NAHC.  

Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines directs the lead agency (or applicant), under certain 

circumstances, to develop an agreement with the Native Americans for the treatment and disposition of 

the remains. 
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California Public Resources Code Section 5097. PRC Section 5097.5 provides protection for cultural and 

paleontological resources, where Section 5097.5(a) states that:  

A person shall not knowingly and willfully excavate upon, or remove, destroy, injure, or deface, any 
historic or prehistoric ruins, burial grounds, archaeological or vertebrate paleontological site, 
including fossilized footprints, inscriptions made by human agency, rock art, or any other 
archaeological, paleontological or historical feature, situated on public lands, except with the express 
permission of the public agency having jurisdiction over the lands.  

PRC Section 5097.9 establishes the California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to make 

recommendations to encourage private property owners to protect and preserve sacred places in a natural 

state and to allow appropriate access to Native Americans for ceremonial or spiritual activities. NAHC is 

authorized to assist Native Americans in obtaining appropriate access to sacred places on public lands, and 

to aid state agencies in any negotiations with federal agencies for the protection of Native American sacred 

places on federally administered lands in California.  

PRC Sections 5097.98-99 require that the NAHC be consulted whenever Native American graves or human 

remains are found. According to these sections, it is illegal to take or possess remains or artifacts taken from 

Native American graves; however, it does not apply to materials taken before 1984.  

California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 4308 and Section 1427. Title 14, Section 4308 states that “no 

person shall remove, injure, deface or destroy any object of paleontological, archaeological, or historical 

interest or value.” Section 1427 “No Person shall collect or remove any object or thing of archeological or 

historical interest or value, nor shall any Person injure, disfigure, deface or destroy the physical site, 

location or context in which the object or thing of archeological or historical interest or value is found.” 

Assembly Bill 52. AB 52, which was approved in September 2014 and became effective on July 1, 2015, 

requires that CEQA lead agencies consult with a California Native American tribe that is traditionally and 

culturally affiliated with the geographic area of a proposed project, if so requested by the tribe. A provision 

of the bill, chaptered in CEQA Section 21084.2, also specifies that a project with an effect that may cause a 

substantial adverse change in the significance of a Tribal Cultural Resource (TCR) is a project that may have 

a significant effect on the environment. 

Defined in Section 21074(a) of the Public Resources Code, TCRs are: 

1. Sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places and objects with cultural value to a California 

Native American tribe that are either of the following: 

 Included or determined to be eligible for inclusion in the CRHR; or 
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 Included in a local register of historical resources as defined in subdivision (k) of Section 5020.1. 

2. A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to 

be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria 

set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 5024.1 for the purposes of this paragraph, the lead agency shall 

consider the significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe. 

TCRs are further defined under Section 21074 as follows: 

a. A cultural landscape that meets the criteria of subdivision (a) is a TCR to the extent that the landscape 

is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape; and 

b. A historical resource described in Section 21084.1, a unique archaeological resource as defined in 

subdivision (g) of Section 21083.2, or a “nonunique archaeological resource” as defined in subdivision 

(h) of Section 21083.2 may also be a TCR if it conforms with the criteria of subdivision (a). 

Mitigation measures for TCRs must be developed in consultation with the affected California Native 

American tribe(s) pursuant to newly chaptered Section 21080.3.2, or according to Section 21084.3. Section 

21084.3 identifies mitigation measures that include avoidance and preservation of TCRs and treating TRCs 

with culturally appropriate dignity, taking into account the tribal cultural values and meaning of the 

resource. 

Senate Bill 18. Senate Bill (SB) 18 requires cities and counties to contact and consult with California Native 

American tribes prior to making land use decisions. The bill requires local governments to provide notice 

to tribes at certain key points in the planning process. These consultations and notice requirements apply 

to the adoption and amendment of general plans (defined in Government Code §65300 et seq.). For projects 

proposed on or after March 1, 2005, the city or county shall conduct consultations with California Native 

American tribes that are on the contact list maintained by the NAHC for the purpose of preserving or 

mitigating impacts to places, features, and objects described in Sections 5097.9 and 5097.995 of the Public 

Resources Code that are located within the city or county’s jurisdiction. 

The intent of SB 18 is to provide California Native American tribes an opportunity to participate in local 

land use decisions at an early planning stage, for the purpose of protecting or mitigating impacts to cultural 

places. The purpose of involving tribes at these early planning stages is to allow consideration of cultural 

places in the context of broad local land use policy, before individual site-specific, project-level land use 

decisions are made by a local government. 
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City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Conservation Element. Discussed in Section 3.3.4, Biological 

Resources. 

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

The CAP does not contain any actions directly related to cultural resources.  

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15064.5? 

    

No Impact. Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines defines historic resources as those that are 

listed on, or determined to be eligible for listing on, the California Register of Historical Resources 

(CRHR) or a local register or are otherwise determined to be historical pursuant to Section 21084.1 of 

the State CEQA Guidelines. Based on National Register of Historical Places (NRHP) guidelines, 

generally, structures 50 years of age or older could be a historic resource. Properties that are listed in 

the National Register are automatically listed in the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR).  

The Conservation Element of the City’s General Plan identifies five historic properties within the City: 

the Old Specht Home (6410 El Selinda Avenue), the site of the Laguna School (north side of Gage 

Avenue), the Governor Gage Manion (7000 East Gage Avenue), the Woodworth House (6820 Foster 

Bridge, and the Peterson House (7535 Perry Road).27 The Governor Gage Mansion is the only property 

to be listed on the California Register of Historic Resources as a historic landmark.28  However, the 

Project would not alter any physical development standards that would impact any historical 

resources. The Project does not change the General Plan Land Use Element, base zoning designations, 

or any physical development standards. Implementation of any CAP actions located in the City’s 

Historic Overlay District would be subject to the development standards and regulations outlined in 

Chapter 9.18 (Overlay Districts) of the BGMC and would undergo appropriate City review before 

 
27 City of Bell Gardens, “Conservation Element,” Bell Gardens General Plan, (2010) 5-22. Available online at: 

https://www.bellgardens.org/home/showpublisheddocument/5721/637976183381030000. Accessed September 11, 
2025. 

28  California Office of Historic Preservation, “Casa de Ranch San Antonio (Henry Gage Mansion).” Available 
online at: https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/ListedResources/Detail/984. Accessed December 16, 2025.  
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approval. The Project would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 

resource pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to 
Section 15064.5? 

    

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Archaeological resources include 

material evidence of past human life and culture of previous ages. Section 15064.5 of the CEQA 

Guidelines states that if an archaeological site does not meet the criteria defined in subdivision (a) but 

does meet the definition of a unique archeological resource in PRC Section 21083.2, the site shall be 

treated in accordance with the provisions of Section 21083.2. PRC Section 21083.2(g) defines a unique 

archeological resource as an archaeological artifact, object, or site about which it can be clearly 

demonstrated that, without merely adding to the current body of knowledge, there is a high probability 

that it meets any of the following criteria:  

1. Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions and that there is a 

demonstrable public interest in that information. 

2. Has a special and particular quality, such as being the oldest of its type or the best available 

example of its type. 

3. Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic event or 

person.  

The City’s Conservation Element states that a record search at the UCLA Archaeology Center showed 

that no prehistoric or historic sites were identified within the City and that there was low potential for 

the discovery of archaeological resources in the City.29 Implementation of actions proposed in the CAP 

could involve minor ground-disturbing activities, including grading and excavation. For example, 

minor grading, excavation, and other ground disturbance could occur during the construction of 
 

29  City of Bell Gardens, “Conservation Element,” Bell Gardens General Plan (2010) 5-22. Available online at: 
https://www.bellgardens.org/home/showpublisheddocument/5721/637976183381030000. Accessed September 11, 
2025. 
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upgraded pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure (Actions T 1.1.1, T 1.1.2, T 1.1.3, T 1.2.1, 1.2.2, RA 1.2.6), 

installation of EV charging infrastructure (Action T 2.2.1), and tree planting/landscaping (Actions RA 

1.3.1, RA 1.3.2, RA 2.1.1, RC 1.1.1). Although the depth to which this ground disturbance would occur 

would be minimal, these ground-disturbing activities have the potential to encounter previously 

undiscovered archaeological resources. In the event that previously unidentified archaeological 

resources are encountered during the implementation of a CAP action, that project would be required 

to comply with Mitigation Measure CUL-1. Mitigation Measure CUL-1 would ensure that work in 

the immediate area of a potential archaeological find is halted until an archaeologist evaluates the find 

and determines appropriate subsequent procedures. With implementation of Mitigation Measure 

CUL-1, potential impacts to an archaeological resource would be reduced to less than significant levels.  

Mitigation Measures: 

MM CUL-1 If previously unidentified cultural resources are encountered during ground 

disturbing activities, work in the immediate area must halt and a qualified 

archaeologist approved by the City must be contacted immediately to evaluate the 

find. If the discovery proves to be significant under CEQA, the qualified archaeologist 

shall expeditiously prepare and implement a research design and archaeological data 

recovery plan that captures those categories of data for which the site is significant in 

accordance with Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines, and a copy of the report 

shall be provided to the City of Bell Gardens Planning Division. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project disturb any human 
remains, including those interred outside 
of formal ceremonies? 

    

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Similar to the discussion in Section 

3.3.5(b), above, although unlikely, ground disturbing activities associated with the implementation of 

actions proposed in the CAP may result in the accidental discovery of human remains. Mitigation MM 

CUL-2 would provide specific procedural and stop-work requirements for future CAP actions in the 

unlikely event that human remains are uncovered during ground-disturbing activities. 

Implementation of Mitigation MM CUL-2 would reduce potential impacts to human remains on a 



III. Environmental Initial Study Checklist and Impact Analysis 

Impact Sciences, Inc. 82 City of Bell Gardens CAP IS/MND 
1588.002 December 2025 

case-by-case basis by requiring identification and handling requirements for any discovery of human 

remains. Impacts would be less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated. 

Mitigation Measures: 

MM CUL-2 Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains. Consistent with the regulatory 

provisions to address the handling of human remains in California Health and Safety 

Code § 7050.5, PRC § 5097.98, and State CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5(e), in the event that 

human remains are discovered, it requires that disturbance of the site shall be 

suspended, encountered during site disturbance, grading, or other construction 

activities on the project site, the construction contractor shall halt work within 25 feet 

of the discovery. The City of Bell Gardens shall immediately notify the Los Angeles 

County Coroner. The coroner shall conduct an investigation into the circumstances, 

manner, and cause of any death, and recommendations concerning the treatment and 

disposition of the human remains shall be made to the person responsible for the 

excavation or to his or her authorized representative, in the manner provided in § 

5097.98 of the PRC. The coroner is required to make a determination within two 

working days of notification of the discovery of the human remains. If the coroner 

determines that the remains are not subject to his or her authority and if the coroner 

recognizes or has reason to believe the human remains to be those of a Native 

American, he or she shall consult with the NAHC by telephone within 24 hours, to 

designate a Most Likely Descendant (MLD) who shall recommend appropriate 

measures to the landowner regarding the treatment of the remains. If the owner does 

not accept the MLD’s recommendations, the owner or the MLD may request mediation 

by the NAHC 
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3.3.6 Energy 

Environmental Setting 

Electricity in the City is provided by Southern California Edison. Natural gas is provided by Southern 

California Gas. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations exist at federal, state, and regional levels with regard to energy and include: 

Warren-Alquist Act. The 1975 Warren-Alquist Act established the California Energy Resources 

Conservation and Development Commission, now known as the California Energy Commission (CEC). 

The Act established a state policy to reduce wasteful, uneconomical, and unnecessary uses of energy by 

employing a range of measures. The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) regulates privately-

owned utilities in the energy, rail, telecommunications, and water fields. Both CEC and CPUC have 

jurisdiction over Investor-Owned Utilities (IOUs) in California, while the CEC is the primary energy policy 

and planning agency, and the CPUC is the primary regulatory agency. 

Renewable Portfolio Standards (SB 1078, SB 107, SB X 1-2, SB 100, SB 350). Established in 2002 under 

Senate Bill (SB) 1078, and accelerated in 2006 under SB 107, in 2011 under SB X 1-2, in 2015 under SB 350, 

and most recently in September 2018 under SB 100, California’s Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) 

requires retail sellers of electric services to increase procurement from eligible renewable energy resources 

to 33 percent of total retail sales by 2020, 40 percent by 2024, 50 percent by 2026, 60 percent by 2030, and 

100 percent by 2045. The 33 percent standard is consistent with the RPS goal established in the Scoping 

Plan. Initially, the RPS provisions applied to investor-owned utilities, community choice aggregators, and 

electric service providers. SB X 1-2 (2011) added, for the first time, publicly owned utilities to the entities 

subject to RPS. 

Energy Action Plan. The first Energy Action Plan (EAP) emerged in 2003 from a crisis atmosphere in 

California’s energy markets. The state’s three major energy policy agencies (CPUC, CEC, and the Consumer 

Power and Conservation Financing Authority [established under deregulation and now defunct]) came 

together to develop one high-level, coherent approach to meeting California’s electricity and natural gas 

needs. It was the first time that energy policy agencies formally collaborated to define a common vision 

and set of strategies to address California’s future energy needs and emphasize the importance of the 

impacts of energy policy on the California environment. In the October 2005 Energy Action Plan II, CEC 

and CPUC updated their energy policy vision by adding some important dimensions to the policy areas 

included in the original EAP, such as the emerging importance of climate change, transportation-related 
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energy issues, and research and development activities. In February 2008, CEC adopted an update to the 

EAP II that supplements the earlier EAPs and examines the State’s ongoing actions in the context of global 

climate change. 

California Energy Plan. The CEC is responsible for preparing the California Energy Plan, which identifies 

emerging trends related to energy supply, demand, conservation, public health and safety, and the 

maintenance of a healthy economy. The current (2008) California Energy Plan calls for the state to assist in 

the transformation of the transportation system to improve air quality, reduce congestion, and increase the 

efficient use of fuel supplies with the least environmental and energy costs. To further this policy, the plan 

identifies a number of strategies, including assistance to public agencies and fleet operators in 

implementing incentive programs for zero-emission vehicles and addressing their infrastructure needs; 

and encouragement of urban designs that reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and accommodate 

pedestrian and bicycle access. 

Assembly Bill 32 (California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006) and Senate Bill 32. Assembly Bill 

(AB) 32 (Health and Safety Code Sections 38500–38599), also known as the California Global Warming 

Solutions Act of 2006, commits the state to achieving year 1990 greenhouse gas (GHG) levels by 2020. To 

achieve these goals, AB 32 tasked the CPUC and CEC with providing information, analysis, and 

recommendations to CARB regarding ways to reduce GHG emissions in the electricity and natural gas 

utility sectors. SB 32, signed September 8, 2016, updates AB 32 (the Global Warming Solutions Act) to 

include an emissions reduction goal for the year 2030. Specifically, SB 32 requires CARB to ensure that 

statewide GHG emissions are reduced to 40 percent below the 1990 level by 2030. The new plan, outlined 

in SB 32, involves increasing renewable energy use, imposing tighter limits on the carbon content of 

gasoline and diesel fuel, putting more electric cars on the road, improving energy efficiency, and curbing 

emissions from key industries. 

Building Energy Conservation Standards. Energy conservation standards for new residential and 

nonresidential buildings were adopted by the California Energy Resources Conservation and Development 

Commission (now the California Energy Commission [CEC]) in June 1977 and are updated every three 

years (Title 24, Part 6, of the California Code of Regulations). Title 24 requires the design of building shells 

and building components to conserve energy. The standards are updated periodically to allow for 

consideration and possible incorporation of new energy efficiency technologies and methods. The 2022 

Building Energy Efficiency Standards were adopted on August 11, 2021, and went into effect on January 1, 

2023. 

The 2022 Energy Code update focuses on four key areas in new construction of homes and businesses: 

encouraging electric heat pump technology and use, establishing electric-ready requirements when natural 
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gas is installed, expanding solar photovoltaic (PV) system and battery storage standards, and strengthening 

ventilation standards to improve indoor air quality. 

Title 24, California Code of Regulations. The California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 24, Part 6, is 

California’s Energy Efficiency Standards for Residential and Non-residential Buildings. Title 24 was 

established in 1978 in response to a legislative mandate to create uniform building codes to reduce 

California’s energy consumption and provide energy efficiency standards for residential and 

nonresidential buildings. The standards are updated over an approximately three-year cycle to allow 

consideration and possible incorporation of new efficient technologies and methods. In 2016, CEC updated 

Title 24 standards with more stringent requirements effective January 1, 2017. All new buildings or 

substantial remodels for which an application for a building permit is submitted on or after January 1, 2017, 

must follow the 2016 standards. Energy-efficient buildings require less electricity; therefore, increasing 

energy efficiency reduces fossil fuel consumption and decreases GHG emissions. The CEC Impact Analysis 

for California’s 2016 Building Energy Efficiency Standards estimates that the 2016 Standards are 28 percent 

more efficient than the previous 2013 standards for residential buildings and five percent more efficient for 

non-residential buildings. The building efficiency standards are enforced through the local plan check and 

building permit process. Local agencies are required to adopt the latest Title 24 standards when they update 

their local building codes. They may also adopt and enforce additional energy standards for new buildings 

as reasonably necessary due to local climatologic, geologic, or topographic conditions, provided that these 

standards exceed those provided in Title 24. 

California Green Building Standards Code (Title 24, Part 11). The California Green Building Standards 

Code (CalGreen) is Part 11 of Title 24, California Code of Regulations. CalGreen is the first-in-the-nation 

mandatory green building standards code, developed in an effort to meet the goals of California’s landmark 

initiative AB 32, which established a comprehensive program of cost-effective reductions of GHG emissions 

to 1990 levels by 2020. CalGreen includes a waste diversion mandate, which requires that at least 65 percent 

of construction materials generated during new construction or demolition projects be diverted from 

landfills. 

Sustainable Communities Strategy (SB 375). The Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 

2008, or SB 375, coordinates land use planning, regional transportation plans, and funding priorities to help 

California meet the GHG reduction mandates established in AB 32. SB 375 specifically requires each 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to prepare a “sustainable communities strategy” (SCS) as part 

of its Regional Transportation Plan, which is required by the state and federal government, that will achieve 

GHG emission reduction targets set by CARB for the years 2020 and 2035 by reducing vehicle miles 

travelled (VMT) from light duty vehicles through the development of more compact, complete, and 

efficient communities.  
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The SCS also contains land use, housing, and transportation strategies that, if implemented, would allow 

the region to meet its GHG emission reduction targets.30 The City of Los Angeles and, thus, all projects are 

located within the MPO area of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG).  

SCAG Connect SoCal 2024 RTP/SCS. To implement SB 375 and reduce GHG emissions by correlating 

land use and transportation planning, SCAG adopted the 2024-2050 RTP/SCS on April 4, 2024, also known 

as Connect SoCal 2024.31 The Connect SoCal 2024 outlines a vision for a more resilient and equitable future, 

with investment, policies, and strategies for achieving the region’s shared goals of health, prosperity, 

accessibility, and connectedness through 2050, with a particular focus on system management, 

revitalization, and reuse, such as infill development and repurposing underutilized properties. The vision 

for the region incorporates a range of best practices for increasing transportation choices, reducing 

dependence on personal automobiles, further improving air quality, and encouraging growth in walkable, 

mixed-use communities with ready access to transit infrastructure and employment. More and varied 

housing types and employment opportunities would be located in and near job centers, transit stations, 

and walkable neighborhoods where goods and services are easily accessible via shorter trips. To support 

shorter trips, people would have the choice of using neighborhood bike networks, car share, or micro-

mobility services like shared bicycles or scooters. For longer commutes, people would have expanded 

regional transit services and more employer incentives to carpool or vanpool. Other longer trips would be 

supported by on-demand services such as micro transit, carshare, and citywide partnerships with ride-

hailing services. For those who choose to drive, hotspots of congestion would be less difficult to navigate 

due to cordon pricing, and using an electric vehicle will be easier thanks to an expanded regional charging 

network. The Connect SoCal 2024 is expected to reduce per capita transportation emissions by 19 percent 

by 2035, which is consistent with SB 375 compliance with respect to meeting the State’s GHG emission 

reduction goals.32  

The Connect SoCal 2024 states that the SCAG region is home to about 18.8 million people and currently 

includes approximately 6.0 million homes and 9 million jobs.33 The integrated growth forecast projects 

that, by 2050, these figures will increase by 2 million people, with nearly 1.6 million more housing units 

and 1.3 million more jobs.34 The Connect SoCal 2024 overall land use pattern reinforces the trend of 

focusing on new housing and employment in the region’s Priority Development Areas (PDAs).  

 
30  California State Bill 375, The Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 2008, (2008). 
31  SCAG. Connect SoCal 2024 RTP/SCS, (2024). Available online at: https://scag.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/23-

2987-connect-socal-2024-final-complete-040424.pdf, accessed September 11, 2025. 
32  SCAG, “Chapter 3: The Plan,” Final Connect SoCal 2024, (2024) 97. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
33  SCAG, “Chapter 2: Our Region Today,” Final Connect SoCal 2024, (2024) 50. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
34  SCAG, “Chapter 1: Executive Summary,” Final Connect SoCal 2024, (2024) 12. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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PDAs account for 8.2 percent of the region’s total land area, but implementation of SCAG’s recommended 

growth strategies will help these areas accommodate 66 percent of forecasted household growth and 54 

percent of forecasted employment growth between 2019 and 2050. PDAs are areas within the SCAG region 

where future growth can be located to help the region reach Plan goals; PDAs in the Connect SoCal 2024 

include Neighborhood Mobility Areas, Transit Priority Areas (TPAs), Livable Corridors, and Spheres of 

Influence (in unincorporated areas only). PDAs follow the principles of center-focused placemaking, 

providing locations where many Connect SoCal strategies can be fully realized. This more compact form 

of regional development, if fully realized, can reduce travel distances, increase mobility options, improve 

access to workplaces and conserve the region’s resource areas. 

Discussion 

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 BE 1.1.1: Conduct a solar storage feasibility study for municipal buildings. 

 BE 1.1.2: Continue partnering with the casino to install solar panels. 

 BE 1.1.3: Issue a single, citywide procurement for design, installation, and long-term maintenance of 

the selected solar battery projects (where applicable). 

 BE 2.1.1: Retrofit existing centers with rooftop solar and battery storage. 

 BE 2.1.2: Ensure every present and future cooling site can operate during grid outages. 

 BE 2.1.3: Require 72-hour island-mode at cooling centers. 

 BE 2.2.1: Conduct an energy storage feasibility study for municipal buildings and critical facilities. 

 BE 2.2.2: Pursue resilience grants from the state and federal government, utility incentive programs, 

and partnership financing arrangements. 

 BE 2.2.3: Install and connect batteries and link them to rooftop solar, set up charging, and discharging 

mechanisms for peak-shaving. 

 BE 3.1.1: Explore energy-efficient measures in all new construction and encourage LEED certifications. 

 BE 3.1.2: Offer expedited permitting to encourage the adoption of net-zero energy-ready standards to 

new developments. 



III. Environmental Initial Study Checklist and Impact Analysis 

Impact Sciences, Inc. 88 City of Bell Gardens CAP IS/MND 
1588.002 December 2025 

 BE 3.1.3: Offer expedited permitting and reduced fees for all remodels and renovations that reduce 

natural gas consumption and switch to electric systems. 

 BE 3.2.1: Create a resource hub for business owners and homeowners about all financial incentives and 

rebates for on-site electricity generation, storage, and building efficiency. 

 BE 3.2.2: Develop and share materials to inform residents and businesses about solar incentives, 

potential cost savings, and environmental advantages. 

 BE 4.1.1: Complete energy & water audits for municipal buildings. 

 BE 4.1.2: Launch a phased retrofit program for all interior/exterior lighting with LEDs, replace aging 

HVACs with high-efficiency heat pumps, upgrade insulation and cool-roof coatings, and other 

envelope projects. 

 BE 4.1.3: Install smart thermostats, sensor controls, and energy monitoring devices. 

 T 1.2.5: Apply for federal and state grant funding to support transportation decarbonization. 

 T 2.2.1: Develop a plan to install an appropriate number of level-2 and level-3 chargers to support the 

ZEV municipal fleet and community transition. 

 T 2.3.1: Design a phased fleet plan for the Town Trolley to zero-emissions alternatives. 

 T 2.3.2: Seek to prioritize contracting with a third party that has a zero-emission fleet. 

 T 2.3.3: Apply for federal and state grant funding to support EV transition and charging infrastructure. 

 GC 1.1.1: Explore agreements with the electric utility to lease or co-develop land beneath and around 

power lines for safe, low-impact uses, such as walking/biking trails, native gardens, stormwater 

capture areas, or nurseries. 

 GC 2.2.1: Partner with local schools such as LA Trade-Tech College, nonprofits (GRID Alternatives, 

WERC), and unions to provide certified training in energy, energy efficiency, transportation, waste, 

and urban management areas. 

 RA 1.2.2: Continue to maintain existing cooling center locations. 

 RA 1.2.3: Designate/retrofit at least two more public facilities (library, senior center, recreation center, 

one school gym) with backup power & extended hours. 
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 RA 2.1.2: Promote new construction and building retrofits that incorporate storm-resilient materials, 

energy-efficient design, renewable energy systems, and battery storage. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project result in potentially 
significant environmental impact due to 
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 
consumption of energy resources, during 
project construction or operation? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The CAP contains goals and policies to guide the City in reducing energy 

demand and associated GHG emissions. As a result, the Project would not result in a potentially 

significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy 

resources. While the implementation of the actions listed above would consume energy resources such 

as electricity, fuels, and non-renewable resources during their initial implementation, these actions will 

improve energy efficiency (BE 1.1.1, BE 1.1.2, BE 2.2.1, BE 2.2.2, BE 2.2.3, BE 4.1.3), reduce dependency 

on natural gas (BE 3.1.2, BE 3.1.3), install EV charging infrastructure and promote the use of EVs (T 

1.2.5, T 2.2.1, T 2.3.1, T 2.3.3), and promote renewable energy sources such as solar (BE 1.1.1, BE 1.1.2, 

BE 1.1.3, BE 2.1.1, BE 2.2.1, BE 2.2.3, BE 3.2.1, RA 2.1.2). Future new development in the City would be 

required to comply with the state’s Building Energy Efficiency Standards (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 24, Part 

6), as they may be amended from time to time, to reduce the wasteful, uneconomic, inefficient, or 

unnecessary consumption of energy, and to enhance the outdoor and indoor environmental quality. 

These standards provide regulations for new buildings constructed in California to reduce energy 

demand and consumption. The Building Energy Efficiency Standards are updated every three years to 

accommodate new energy efficiency technologies and methodologies. Given the nature of the actions, 

implementation of the CAP would not result in wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of 

energy resources. Therefore, the Project would result in less than significant impacts.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project conflict with or 
obstruct a state or local plan for 
renewable energy or energy efficiency? 

    

No Impact. As discussed in Section 3.3.6(a), above, the implementation of all actions listed in this 

section will improve energy efficiency, reduce dependency on natural gas, install EV charging 

infrastructure, and promote renewable energy sources such as solar. The Project would not adversely 

change any energy efficiency policies and would comply with all State and local plans for renewable 

energy and energy efficiency. The CAP will comply with all state and local plans for renewable energy 

and energy efficiency while also promoting new strategies in energy efficiency and renewable energy 

that work to reduce the City’s GHG emissions and effects of climate change. As such, the Project would 

not conflict with or obstruct any State or local plans for renewable energy or energy efficiency. 

Adoption of the CAP would have no impact with regard to a conflict with a State or local renewable 

energy or energy efficiency plan. Therefore, no impact would occur 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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3.3.7 Geology and Soils 

Environmental Setting 

There are no Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones within the City of Bell Gardens. The nearest faults to 

the City include the Newport-Inglewood-Rose Canyon, approximately 6 miles southwest of the City, and 

the Whittier-Elsinore Faults, located approximately 7 miles northeast of the City. Other potentially active 

faults approximately 5 to 15 miles from the City include the Norwalk, Raymond, Santa Monica, Sierra 

Madre, Verdugo, and Palos Verdes Fault Zones.35 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations exist at state and local levels with regard to geology and soils, and include: 

Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act. The Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act (formerly 

the Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone Act) was signed into law on December 22, 1972 (revised in 1994) 

and codified into State law in the California PRC as Division 2, Chapter 7.5 to address hazards from 

earthquake fault zones. The purpose of this law is to mitigate the hazard of surface fault rupture by 

regulating development near active faults. As required by the Act, the State has delineated Earthquake 

Fault Zones (formerly Special Studies Zones) along known active faults in California, which vary in width 

around the fault trace from about 200 to 500 feet on either side of the fault trace. Cities and counties affected 

by the zones must regulate certain development projects within the zones. The State Geologist is also 

required to issue appropriate maps to assist cities and counties in planning, zoning, and building regulation 

functions. Local agencies enforce the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act during the development 

permit process, where applicable, and may be more restrictive than State law requires. According to the 

Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act, before a project that is within an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 

Fault Zone can be permitted, cities and counties shall require a geologic investigation, prepared by a 

licensed geologist, to demonstrate that buildings will not be constructed across active faults. If an active 

fault is found, a structure for human occupancy cannot be placed over the trace of the fault and must be set 

back a distance to be established by a California Certified Engineering Geologist. Although setback 

distances may vary, a minimum 50-foot setback is typically required. 

Seismic Hazards Mapping Act. In order to address the effects of strong ground shaking, liquefaction, 

landslides, and other ground failures due to seismic events, the State of California passed the Seismic 

Hazards Mapping Act of 1990 (PRC Sections 2690-2699.6). Under the Seismic Hazards Mapping Act, the 

 
35  California Department of Conservation, California Geologic Survey, “Earthquake Zones of Required 

Investigation.” Available online at: https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/EQZApp/app/, South Gate Quad, or 
https://filerequest.conservation.ca.gov/?q=SOUTH_GATE_EZRIM.pdf, accessed September 11, 2025. 
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State Geologist is required to delineate “seismic hazard zones.” Cities and counties must regulate certain 

development projects within these zones until the geologic and soil conditions of their project sites have 

been investigated and appropriate mitigation measures, if any, have been incorporated into development 

plans. The State Mining and Geology Board provides additional regulations and policies to assist 

municipalities in preparing the Safety Element of their General Plans and to encourage the adaptation of 

land use management policies and regulations to reduce and mitigate seismic hazards to protect public 

health and safety. Under PRC Section 2697, cities and counties must require, prior to the approval of a 

project located in a seismic hazard zone, submission of a geotechnical investigation report defining and 

delineating any seismic hazard. 

California Code of Regulations, Title 24 (Building Standards Code). The California 8 (CBC), which is 

codified in Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Part 2, was promulgated to safeguard the 

public health, safety, and general welfare by establishing minimum standards related to structural strength, 

means of egress facilities, and general stability of buildings. The purpose of the CBC is to regulate and 

control the design, construction, quality of materials, use/occupancy, location, and maintenance of all 

buildings and structures within its jurisdiction. Title 24 is administered by the California Building 

Standards Commission, which, by law, is responsible for coordinating all building standards. Under State 

law, all building standards must be centralized in Title 24 or those standards are not enforceable. The 

provisions of the CBC apply to the construction, alteration, movement, replacement, location, and 

demolition of every building or structure or any appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or 

structures throughout California. 

The 2025 edition of the CBC is based on the 2024 International Building Code (IBC) published by the 

International Code Council. The code is updated triennially, and the 2025 edition of the CBC was published 

by the California Building Standards Commission on July 1, 2025, and will become effective January 1, 

2026. Every three years, the State adopts new codes (known collectively as the California Building 

Standards Code) to establish uniform standards for the construction and maintenance of buildings, 

electrical systems, plumbing systems, mechanical systems, and fire and life safety systems. Sections 17922, 

17958, and 18941.5 of the California Health and Safety Code require that the latest edition of the California 

Building Standards Code apply to local construction 180 days after publication. The significant changes to 

Title 24 in the 2025 edition can be found on the California Department of General Services website.  

Title 24, Part 2, Chapter 16 of the 2025 CBC governs Structural Design and establishes minimum load 

requirements for the safe design of buildings and other structures. It includes detailed provisions for 

earthquake loads, wind loads, soil conditions, and geologic site hazards, ensuring that structures can 

withstand expected environmental forces. The chapter requires site-specific geotechnical investigations in 

areas of high seismicity, addressing potential hazards like liquefaction, landslides, and surface fault 
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rupture. These requirements are intended to protect life and property by incorporating seismic resilience 

directly into structural engineering and design practices. 

Appendix J of the CBC applies to grading, excavation, and earthwork construction, and prohibits grading 

from occurring without first obtaining a permit from the local building official. A geotechnical investigation 

report must be prepared and include the following:  

 The nature and distribution of existing soils,  

 Conclusions and recommendations for grading procedures,  

 Soil design criteria for any structure of embankments required to accomplish the proposed grading, 

and  

 Where necessary, slope stability studies, and recommendations and conclusions regarding site 

geology. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan - Safety Element. The focus of the Bell Gardens Safety Element, through 

its policies and programs, is to reduce the potential for loss of life, injury, property damage, and economic 

dislocation resulting from natural or manmade disasters. In addition, the Safety Element serves as the 

framework for crime reduction and emergency preparedness planning, which may be undertaken in the 

future. Finally, the Safety Element outlines those public safety issues that will need to be considered as part 

of the implementation of land use and development policies established in the General Plan. 

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 T 1.1.1: Align with the Circulation Element Update to upgrade protection features on existing main 

bike paths. 

 T 1.1.2: Connect Bell Gardens bike lanes to South Gate West Santa Ana Branch light rail station and LA 

River Bike Path through a bike/pedestrian bridge over I-710 and LA River. 

 T 1.1.3: Create a citywide plan to add and upgrade bike lanes, install bike racks and lockers, and place 

wayfinding signs at key hubs. Publish a public map showing planned bike lanes, protection types (e.g., 

Class II, III), and installation timelines. 

 T 1.2.1: Repair and expand sidewalks and add street tree cover in heat-exposed blocks. 
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 T 1.2.2: Add raised crosswalks, curb extensions, and pedestrian signals at high-injury intersections. 

 T 2.2.1: Develop a plan to install an appropriate number of level-2 and level-3 chargers to support the 

ZEV municipal fleet and community transition. 

 RC 1.1.1: Replace turf with drought-tolerant plants and native landscaping at all municipal facilities 

and parks by 2030. 

 GC 1.1.1: Explore agreements with the electric utility to lease or co-develop land beneath and around 

power lines for safe, low-impact uses, such as walking/biking trails, native gardens, stormwater 

capture areas, or nurseries. 

 RA 1.2.6: Add micro-cooling hubs (shade, water, Wi-Fi) in every park over 1/2 acre. 

 RA 1.3.1: Plant 1,000 native, drought-tolerant trees, prioritizing low tree cover areas. 

 RA 1.3.2: Reach 20 percent to 25 percent canopy cover city-wide by 2040. 

 RA 2.1.1: Convert 10 percent of heat-trapping surfaces to permeable pavers or green surfaces by 2030. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project directly or indirectly 
cause potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 
or death involving: 

i.  Rupture of a known earthquake 
fault, as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 
Fault Zoning Map issued by the State 
Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of a 
known fault? Refer to Division of 
Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Fault rupture is the displacement that occurs along the surface of a 

fault during an earthquake. The California Geological Survey designates Alquist-Priolo 

Earthquake Fault Zones, which are regulatory zones around active faults. An “active fault” has 

exhibited surface displacement with Holocene time (within the last 11,000 years), hence 
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constituting a potential hazard to structures that may be located across it. The California 

Department of Conservation has not identified any Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones within 

the City of Bell Gardens.36  

Implementation of actions proposed in the CAP could involve minor ground-disturbing activities, 

including grading and excavation. For example, minor grading, excavation, and other ground 

disturbance could occur during the construction of upgraded pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure 

(Actions T 1.1.1, T 1.1.2, T 1.1.3, T 1.2.1, 1.2.2, RA 1.2.6), installation of EV charging infrastructure 

(Action T 2.2.1), and tree planting/landscaping (Actions RA 1.3.1, RA 1.3.2, RA 2.1.1, RC 1.1.1). 

The depth to which this ground disturbance would occur would be insignificant and would be 

highly unlikely to directly or indirectly cause substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, 

injury, or death involving the rupture of a known earthquake fault. Therefore, impacts would be 

less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project directly or indirectly 
cause potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 
or death involving: 

ii.  Strong seismic ground shaking? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Southern California is an active seismic region, and moderate to 

strong earthquakes can occur on numerous faults. As is the case for most areas of California, the 

City is situated within a seismically active region. There are no major fault zones located within 

the City, as indicated in Figure 3.3-7, Fault Hazard Areas.37 However, there are several faults 

within the region that could have an impact on the City. The nearest faults to the City include the 

Newport-Inglewood-Rose Canyon, approximately 6 miles southwest of the City, and the Whittier-

Elsinore Faults, located approximately 7 miles northeast of the City. Other potentially active faults 

approximately 5 to 15 miles from the City include the Norwalk, Raymond, Santa Monica, Sierra 

Madre, Verdugo, and Palos Verdes Fault Zones. The San Andreas Fault is approximately 36 miles 
 

36  California Department of Conservation, California Geologic Survey, “Earthquake Zones of Required 
Investigation.” Available online at: https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/EQZApp/app/, South Gate Quad, or 
https://filerequest.conservation.ca.gov/?q=SOUTH_GATE_EZRIM.pdf. Accessed September 11, 2025. 

37  Ibid. 
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northeast of the City and is considered the most seismically active fault in the Southern California 

region. The intensity of ground shaking during a seismic event at any one location is determined 

by several factors, including: magnitude of the earthquake; distance from the epicenter (source); 

subsurface material beneath the location; and topography. Ground shaking could result in 

significant damage to buildings, roads, and other infrastructure, and may also result in associated 

safety hazards to people living and working in the vicinity. Considering the location of these faults 

to the City boundaries, the potential impact of seismic ground shaking is considered to be low. 

As previously discussed in Section 3.3.7(a), while implementation of actions proposed in the CAP 

could involve some ground disturbance, the depth to which any excavation would occur would be 

insignificant and would be highly unlikely to directly or indirectly cause substantial adverse 

effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving strong seismic ground shaking. 

Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project directly or indirectly 
cause potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 
or death involving: 

iii.  Seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Liquefaction is the sudden decrease in the strength of cohesionless 

soils due to dynamic or cyclic shaking. Saturated soils behave temporarily as a viscous fluid 

(liquefaction) and, consequently, lose their capacity to support the structures founded on them. 

The potential for liquefaction decreases with increasing clay and gravel content but increases as 

the ground acceleration and duration of shaking increase. According to the California Department 

of Conservation, the majority of the land within the City is areas with liquefaction potential, as 

shown on Figure 3.3-8, Liquefaction Zones.38  

As previously discussed in Section 3.3.7(a), while implementation of actions proposed in the CAP 

could involve some ground disturbance, the depth to which any excavation would occur would be 

 
38  Ibid. 
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insignificant and would be highly unlikely to directly or indirectly cause substantial adverse 

effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving seismic-related ground failure, 

including liquefaction. Since future actions following the adoption of the CAP could occur within 

potential liquefaction zones in the City, these actions would be required to comply with the 

California Building Code as adopted in Title 6 (Building Code) of the BGMC to reduce potential 

liquefaction impacts. Therefore, implementation of the CAP would not directly or indirectly cause 

substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death, involving liquefaction 

hazards and impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project directly or indirectly 
cause potential substantial adverse effects, 
including the risk of loss, injury, or death 
involving: 

iv.  Landslides? 

    

No Impact. Landslides are movements of large masses of rock and/or soil. Landslide potential is 

generally the greatest for areas with steep and/or high slopes, low shear strength, and increased 

water pressure. Seismically induced landslides and other slope failures are common occurrences 

during or soon after earthquakes. The City is located within a highly urbanized environment that 

is relatively flat in topography. As indicated in Figure 3.3-9, Landslide Zones, there are no 

identified landslide zones within the City as mapped for Earthquake Zones of Required 

Investigation by the California Geological Survey.39 As such, implementation of actions proposed 

in the CAP would not directly or indirectly cause substantial adverse effects, including the risk of 

loss, injury, or death involving landslides. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
39  Ibid. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project result in substantial soil 
erosion or the loss of topsoil?     

Less than Significant Impact. While implementation of the CAP would involve minor ground 

disturbing activities that could cause soil erosion and loss of topsoil, given the nature of the CAP, 

construction activities associated with the implementation of actions proposed in the CAP would 

primarily occur on already disturbed, developed areas such as roadways and parking lots. While 

ground disturbance would be minimal, implementation of the CAP would be required to comply with 

the requirements outlined in the National Pollutant Elimination Discharge System (NPDES) Program, 

where applicable. In compliance with the NPDES program, projects involving one or more acres of site 

disturbance would be required to prepare and implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP) and associated Best Management Practices (BMPs) in compliance with the Construction 

General Permit during grading and construction. Construction general permits are issued by the City 

of Bell Gardens Building and Safety Division. Typical BMPs include erosion prevention mats or 

geofabrics, silt fencing, sandbags, plastic sheeting, temporary drainage devices, and positive surface 

drainage to allow surface runoff to flow away from site improvements or areas susceptible to erosion. 

Adherence to the BMPs in the SWPPP would reduce, prevent, or minimize soil erosion from grading 

and construction activities. The Building and Safety Division is responsible for the enforcement of City 

and State codes, including SWPPP and BMP requirements. Adherence to these regulations ensures that 

impacts related to erosion and loss of topsoil would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project be located on a 
geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or 
that would become unstable as a result of 
the project, and potentially result in on- 
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Impacts related to landslides and liquefaction are addressed under 

impact discussions Sections 3.3.7(a)(iii) and 3.3.7(a)(iv), above.  
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The City is located within a highly urbanized environment that is relatively flat in topography, and no 

landslide zones are identified within the City. As such, implementation of actions proposed in the CAP 

would not exacerbate environmental conditions that would result in landslides. 

Lateral spreading occurs as a result of liquefaction; accordingly, liquefaction-prone areas would also 

be susceptible to lateral spreading. Subsidence occurs at great depths below the surface when 

subsurface pressure is reduced by the withdrawal of fluids (e.g., groundwater, natural gas, or oil), 

resulting in sinking of the ground. As discussed, several areas within the City boundaries are areas 

with liquefaction potential. As such, soils in these areas are susceptible to instability due to lateral 

spreading. While implementation of actions proposed in the CAP could involve some ground 

disturbance, the depth to which any excavation would occur would be insignificant and would be 

highly unlikely to directly or indirectly cause substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, 

injury, or death involving seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction. Additionally, future 

actions would be required to comply with all applicable regulations of the City Building Code. Based 

on the foregoing, impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project be located on 
expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-
B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial direct or indirect 
risks to life or property? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Expansive soils are characterized by their ability to undergo significant 

volume changes (shrink or swell) due to variations in moisture content. Changes in soil moisture 

content can result from precipitation, landscape irrigation, utility leakage, roof drainage, perched 

groundwater, drought, or other factors and may result in unacceptable settlement or heave of 

structures or concrete slabs supported on grade. Depending on the extent and location below finish 

subgrade, expansive soils can have a detrimental effect on structures. 

While implementation of actions proposed in the CAP could involve some ground disturbance, the 

depth to which any excavation would occur would be insignificant and would be highly unlikely to 

directly or indirectly cause substantial adverse effects from development located on expansive soils. 
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Additionally, future actions would be required to comply with all applicable regulations of the City 

Building Code. Based on the foregoing, impacts are less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  Would the project have soils incapable of 
adequately supporting the use of septic 
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal 
systems where sewers are not available 
for the disposal of wastewater? 

    

No Impact. The City is served by existing sewer infrastructure. The CAP does not propose any actions 

that would directly impact or be impacted by new physical development involving the installation or 

use of septic tanks. Therefore, the CAP would result in no impacts to soils supporting septic tanks or 

alternative wastewater systems 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

f.  Would the project directly or indirectly 
destroy a unique paleontological resource 
or site or unique geologic feature? 

    

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Paleontological resources include fossil 

remains or traces of past life forms, including both vertebrate and invertebrate species, as well as plants. 

According to the City’s Conservation Element of the General Plan, the discovery of paleontological 

resources is unlikely, with records of known sites not indicating the presence of such resources in the 

City or the surrounding area.40  

Implementation of actions proposed in the CAP could involve minor ground-disturbing activities, 

including grading and excavation. For example, minor grading, excavation, and other ground 

 
40  City of Bell Gardens, “Conservation Element,” Bell Gardens General Plan, (1995) 5-22. Available online at: 

https://www.bellgardens.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9144/638717797403670000. Accessed October 15, 
2025. 
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disturbance could occur during the construction of upgraded pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, the 

installation of EV charging infrastructure, and tree planting/landscaping. Construction activities 

associated with the implementation of actions proposed in the CAP would primarily occur on already 

disturbed, developed areas such as roadways and parking lots. Although the discovery of 

paleontological resources is unlikely, these ground-disturbing activities have the potential to encounter 

previously undiscovered, unique paleontological resources. Therefore, Mitigation Measure GEO-1 is 

required to ensure development does not destroy a unique paleontological resource. With Mitigation 

Measure GEO-1, impacts would be less than significant.  

MM GEO-1 Ground disturbing activities associated with the Project shall be monitored by a 

qualified paleontologist. In the event paleontological resources are discovered, all 

work shall be halted within 50 feet of the discovery, and a Paleontological Resource 

Mitigation Plan shall be prepared by a qualified paleontologist to address assessment 

and recovery of the resource. A final report documenting any found resources, their 

recovery, and disposition shall be prepared in consultation with the City, and a copy 

of the report shall be provided to the City of Bell Gardens Planning Division. 
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Liquefaction Zones
FIGURE 3.3-8
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3.3.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Environmental Setting 

Global temperatures are moderated by naturally occurring atmospheric gases known as greenhouse gases 

(GHGs). GHGs, as defined under California’s Assembly Bill (AB) 32, include carbon dioxide (CO2), 

methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur 

hexafluoride (SF6). GHG emissions are primarily associated with the burning of fossil fuels, electricity 

generation, natural gas consumption, industrial activity, manufacturing, and other activities.  

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations exist at federal, state, regional, and local levels with regard to GHGs and include: 

Executive Order S-3-05. Executive Order S-3-05, issued in June 2005, established GHG emissions targets 

for the State, as well as a process to ensure the targets are met. The order directed the Secretary of the 

CalEPA to report every two years on the State’s progress toward meeting the Governor’s GHG emission 

reduction targets. As a result of this executive order, the California Climate Action Team (CCAT), led by 

the Secretary of the CalEPA, was formed. The CCAT is made up of representatives from a number of State 

agencies and was formed to implement global warming emission reduction programs and reporting on the 

progress made toward meeting statewide targets established under the Executive Order. The CCAT 

reported several recommendations and strategies for reducing GHG emissions and reaching the targets 

established in the Executive Order (CalEPA 2006). The statewide GHG targets are as follows: 

 By 2010, reduce to 2000 emission levels; 

 By 2020, reduce to 1990 emission levels; and 

 By 2050, reduce to 80 percent below 1990 levels. 

Executive Order S-01-07 (Low Carbon Fuel Standard). Executive Order S-01-07 (January 18, 2007) requires 

a 10 percent or greater reduction in the average fuel carbon intensity for transportation fuels in California 

regulated by CARB. CARB identified the Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) as a Discrete Early Action item 

under AB 32, and the final resolution (09-31) was issued on April 23, 2009.41 In 2009, CARB approved for 

adoption the LCFS regulation, which became fully effective in April 2010 and is codified at Title 17, 

California Code of Regulations (CCR), Sections 95480-95490.  

 
41  CARB, Initial Statement of Reasons for Proposed Regulation for the Management of High Global Warming Potential 

Refrigerants for Stationary Sources, (2009). 
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The LCFS reduced GHG emissions by reducing the carbon intensity of transportation fuels used in 

California by 10 percent between 2011 and 2020. In 2018, CARB approved amendments to LCFS 

regulations, which included strengthening and smoothing the carbon intensity benchmarks through 2030 

in line with California’s 2030 GHG emission reduction target enacted through SB 32, adding new crediting 

opportunities to promote zero-emission vehicle adoption, alternative jet fuel, carbon capture and 

sequestration, and advanced technologies to achieve deep decarbonization in the transportation sector. 

Assembly Bill 32 (California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006). The California Global Warming 

Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32) was signed into law in September 2006 after considerable study and expert 

testimony before the Legislature. The law instructs CARB to develop and enforce regulations for the 

reporting and verification of statewide GHG emissions. AB 32 directed CARB to set a GHG emission limit 

based on 1990 levels, to be achieved by 2020. AB 32 set a timeline for adopting a scoping plan for achieving 

GHG reductions in a technologically and economically feasible manner.42 See ‘Climate Change Scoping 

Plan’ subheading below. 

The heart of AB 32 is the requirement to reduce statewide GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. AB 32 

required CARB to adopt rules and regulations in an open public process to achieve the maximum 

technologically feasible and cost-effective GHG reductions. CARB accomplished the key milestones set 

forth in AB 32, including the following: 

 June 30, 2007. Identification of discrete early action GHG emissions reduction measures. On June 21, 

2007, CARB satisfied this requirement by approving three early action measures.43 These were later 

supplemented by adding six other discrete early action measures.44 

 January 1, 2008. Identification of the 1990 baseline GHG emissions level, approval of a statewide limit 

equivalent to that level, and adoption of reporting and verification requirements concerning GHG 

emissions. On December 6, 2007, CARB approved a statewide limit on GHG emissions levels for the 

year 2020 consistent with the determined 1990 baseline.45 

 
42  Office of Legislative Counsel of California, The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32), (2006). 
43  CARB, Consideration of Recommendations for Discrete Early Actions for Climate Change Mitigation in California, (2007). 
44  CARB, Public Meeting to Consider Approval of Additions to the List of Early Action Measures to Reduce Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions under the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 and to Discuss Concepts for Promoting and 
Recognizing Voluntary Early Actions, (2007). 

45  CARB, California 1990 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Level and 2020 Emissions Limit, (2007). 
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 January 1, 2009. Adoption of a scoping plan for achieving GHG emission reductions. On December 11, 

2008, CARB adopted Climate Change Scoping Plan: A Framework for Change (Scoping Plan).46 

 January 1, 2010. Adoption and enforcement of regulations to implement the “discrete” actions. Several 

early action measures have been adopted and became effective on January 1, 2010. 47,48 

 January 1, 2011. Adoption of GHG emissions limits and reduction measures by regulation. On October 

28, 2010, CARB released its proposed cap-and-trade regulations, which would cover sources of 

approximately 85 percent of California's GHG emissions.49 CARB’s Board ordered its Executive 

Director to prepare a final regulatory package for cap-and-trade on December 16, 2010.50 

 January 1, 2012. GHG emissions limits and reduction measures adopted in 2011 became enforceable. 

Senate Bill 32. In 2016, the Legislature passed Senate Bill (SB) 32 with the companion bill AB 197, which 

further requires California to reduce GHG emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030. The bill 

targets reductions from the leading GHG emitters in the State. Transportation is the largest sector of GHG 

emissions in California and will be a primary subject for reductions. Through advances in technology and 

improved public transportation, the State plans to reduce GHG emissions from transportation sources to 

assist in meeting the 2030 reduction goal. AB 197, signed September 8, 2016, is a bill linked to SB 32 and 

signed on September 8, 2016, that prioritizes efforts to cut GHG emissions in low-income or minority 

communities. AB 197 requires CARB to make available, and update at least annually, on its website the 

emissions of GHGs, criteria pollutants, and toxic air contaminants for each facility that reports to CARB 

and air districts. In addition, AB 197 adds two Members of the Legislature to the CARB board as ex officio, 

non-voting members and creates the Joint Legislative Committee on Climate Change Policies to ascertain 

facts and make recommendations to the Legislature and the houses of the Legislature concerning the State’s 

programs, policies, and investments related to climate change.  

 
46  CARB, Climate Change Scoping Plan, (2008). 
47  CARB, Consideration of Recommendations for Discrete Early Actions for Climate Change Mitigation in California, (2007). 
48  CARB, Public Meeting to Consider Approval of Additions to the List of Early Action Measures to Reduce Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions under the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 and to Discuss Concepts for Promoting and 
Recognizing Voluntary Early Actions, (2007). 

49  CARB, Cap and Trade 2010, (2011). 
50  CARB, California Cap-and-Trade Program, Resolution 10-42, (2010). 
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Executive Order B-30-15. On April 29, 2015, Governor Brown issued Executive Order B-30-15. Therein, the 

Governor directed the following:  

 Established a new interim statewide reduction target to reduce GHG emissions to 40 percent below 

1990 levels by 2030.  

 Ordered all state agencies with jurisdiction over sources of GHG emissions to implement measures to 

achieve reductions of GHG emissions to meet the 2030 and 2050 reduction targets.  

 Directed CARB to update the Climate Change Scoping Plan to express the 2030 target in terms of 

million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent.  

Executive Order B-55-18. On September 10, 2018, the governor issued Executive Order B-55-18, which 

established a new statewide goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2045 and maintaining net negative 

emissions thereafter. This goal is in addition to the existing statewide GHG reduction targets established 

by SB 375, SB 32, SB 1383, and SB 100. 

Assembly Bill 1279. On September 16, 2022, California signed into law AB 1279 (The California Climate 

Crisis Act), which establishes the policy of the state to achieve carbon neutrality as soon as possible, but no 

later than 2045; to maintain net negative GHG emissions thereafter; and to ensure that by 2045 statewide 

anthropogenic GHG emissions are reduced at least 85 percent below 1990 levels. The bill requires CARB to 

ensure that Scoping Plan updates (see below) identify and recommend measures to achieve carbon 

neutrality, and to identify and implement policies and strategies that enable CO2 removal solutions and 

carbon capture, utilization, and storage (CCUS) technologies.  

Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act (Senate Bill 375). The Sustainable Communities 

and Climate Protection Act of 2008, or SB 375 (Chapter 728, Statutes of 2008), which establishes mechanisms 

for the development of regional targets for reducing passenger vehicle GHG emissions, was adopted by 

the State on September 30, 2008. SB 375 finds that the “transportation sector is the single largest contributor 

of greenhouse gases of any sector.”51 Under SB 375, CARB is required, in consultation with the 

Metropolitan Planning Organizations, to set regional GHG reduction targets for the passenger vehicle and 

light-duty truck sector for 2020 and 2035. SCAG is the Metropolitan Planning Organization in which the 

 
51  State of California, Senate Bill No. 375, September 30, 2008. 
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City of Los Angeles is located in. CARB set targets for 2020 and 2035 for each of the 18 metropolitan 

planning organization regions in 2010, and updated them in 2018.52  

In March 2018, CARB updated the SB 375 targets for the SCAG region to require an 8 percent reduction by 

2020 and a 19 percent reduction by 2035 in per capita passenger vehicle GHG emissions.53 Under SB 375, 

the target must be incorporated within that region’s Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), which is used for 

long-term transportation planning, in a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS). Certain transportation 

planning and programming activities would then need to be consistent with the SCS; however, SB 375 

expressly provides that the SCS does not regulate the use of land, and further provides that local land use 

plans and policies (e.g., general plans) are not required to be consistent with either the RTP or SCS. 

Renewable Portfolio Standards (SB 1078, SB 107, SB X 1-2, and SB 100). Established in 2002 under SB 

1078, and accelerated in 2006 under SB 107,in 2011 under SB X 1-2, and again in 2018 under SB 100, 

California’s Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) require retail sellers of electric services to increase 

procurement from eligible renewable energy resources to 33 percent of total retail sales by 2020, 44 percent 

by 2024, 52 percent by 2027, and 60 percent in 2030.54,55 Additionally, the State has made a commitment 

that renewable energy resources and zero-carbon resources supply 100 percent of all retail sales of 

electricity by 2045.56 Initially, the RPS provisions applied to investor-owned utilities, community choice 

aggregators, and electric service providers. SB X 1-2 added, for the first time, publicly owned utilities to the 

entities subject to RPS. 

Assembly Bill 1493. Mobile Source Reductions Assembly Bill 1493, the “Pavley Standard,” required CARB 

to adopt regulations by January 1, 2005, to reduce GHG emissions from non-commercial passenger vehicles 

and light-duty trucks of model year 2009 through 2016. The bill also required the California Climate Action 

Registry to develop and adopt protocols for the reporting and certification of GHG emissions reductions 

from mobile sources for use by CARB in granting emission reduction credits. The bill authorizes CARB to 

grant emission reduction credits for reductions of GHG emissions prior to the date of enforcement of 

regulations, using model year 2000 as the baseline for reduction.57 In 2004, CARB applied to the U.S. EPA 

 
52  CARB, “Sustainable Communities & Climate Protection Program – About.” Available online at: 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/sustainable-communities-climate-protection-program/about. 
Accessed September 11, 2025. 

53  CARB, SB 375 Regional Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Targets. Available online at: 
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/sustainable-communities-program/sb-375-regional-targets. Accessed 
September 11, 2025. 

54  Office of Legislative Counsel of California, Senate Bill 1078, (2002). 
55  Office of Legislative Counsel of California, Senate Bill 1368, (2006). 
56  Office of Legislative Counsel of California, Clean Car Standards – Pavley, Assembly Bill 1493, (2018). 
57  CARB, Clean Car Standards – Pavley, Assembly Bill 1493, (2017). 
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for a waiver under the federal Clean Air Act to authorize implementation of these regulations. On June 30, 

2009, the U.S. EPA granted the waiver with the following provision: CARB may not hold a manufacturer 

liable or responsible for any noncompliance caused by emission debits generated by a manufacturer for the 

2009 model year.  

CARB has adopted a new approach to passenger vehicles (cars and light trucks) by combining the control 

of smog-causing pollutants and GHG emissions into a single coordinated package of standards. The new 

approach also includes efforts to support and accelerate the number of plug-in hybrids and zero-emission 

vehicles in California 

Senate Bill 743 (SB 743). SB 743, adopted September 27, 2013, encourages land use and transportation 

planning decisions and investments that reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT), which contribute to GHG 

emissions, as required by AB 32. Key provisions of SB 743 include reforming aesthetics and parking CEQA 

analysis for certain urban infill projects and eliminating the measurement of auto delay, including Level of 

Service (LOS), as a metric that can be used for measuring traffic impacts in transit priority areas. SB 743 

requires the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) to develop revisions to the State CEQA 

Guidelines establishing criteria for determining the significance of transportation impacts of projects within 

transit priority areas that promote the “…reduction of GHG emissions, the development of multimodal 

transportation networks, and a diversity of land uses.” It also allows OPR to develop alternative metrics 

outside of transit priority areas. In December 2018, the Natural Resources Agency updated the State CEQA 

Guidelines and provided guidance for implementing SB 743. 

Senate Bill 350 (SB 350). Adopted on October 7, 2015, SB 350 supports the reduction of GHG emissions 

from the electricity sector through a number of measures, including requiring electricity providers to 

achieve a 50 percent renewables portfolio standard by 2030, and a cumulative doubling of statewide energy 

efficiency savings in electricity and natural gas by retail customers by 2030. 

Climate Change Scoping Plan. The Scoping Plan is a GHG reduction roadmap developed and updated by 

CARB at least once every five years, as initially required by AB 32. It lays out the transformations needed 

across various sectors to reduce GHG emissions and reach the State’s climate targets. CARB adopted the 

Final 2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon Neutrality (2022 Scoping Plan Update) in December 2022 as 

the third update to the initial plan that was adopted in 2008. The 2022 Scoping Plan Update is the most 

comprehensive and far-reaching Scoping Plan developed to date. It identifies a technologically feasible, 

cost-effective, and equity-focused path to achieve new targets for carbon neutrality by 2045 and to reduce 

anthropogenic GHG emissions to at least 85 percent below 1990 levels, while also assessing the progress 

California is making toward reducing its GHG emissions by at least 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030, 
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as called for in SB 32 and laid out in the 2017 Scoping Plan.58 The 2030 target is an interim but important 

stepping stone along the critical path to the broader goal of deep decarbonization by 2045.  

The relatively longer path assessed in the 2022 Scoping Plan Update incorporates, coordinates, and 

leverages many existing and ongoing efforts to reduce GHGs and air pollution, while identifying new clean 

technologies and energy. Given the focus on carbon neutrality, the 2022 Scoping Plan Update also includes 

discussion for the first time of the natural and working lands sectors as sources for both sequestration and 

carbon storage, and as sources of emissions as a result of wildfires. 

SCAQMD Draft Guidance Regarding Interim CEQA GHG Significance Thresholds. In 2008, SCAQMD 

released draft guidance regarding interim CEQA GHG significance thresholds.59 A GHG Significance 

Threshold Working Group was formed to further evaluate potential GHG significance thresholds.60 The 

SCAQMD proposed the use of a percent emission reduction target to determine significance for 

commercial/residential projects that emit greater than 3,000 MTCO2e per year. Under this proposal, 

commercial/residential projects that emit fewer than 3,000 MTCO2e per year would be assumed to have a 

less than significant impact on climate change. On December 5, 2008, the SCAQMD Governing Board 

adopted the staff proposal for an interim GHG significance threshold of 10,000 MTCO2e per year for 

stationary source/industrial projects where the SCAQMD is the lead agency. However, the SCAQMD has 

yet to adopt a GHG significance threshold for land use development projects (e.g., residential/commercial 

projects). The Working Group has been inactive since 2011, and SCAQMD has not formally adopted any 

GHG significance threshold for other jurisdictions. 

SCAG, 2024 RTP/SCS. Discussed in Section 3.3.3, Air Quality. 

Bell Gardens General Plan – Environmental Justice Element. The City’s Environmental Justice (EJ) 

Element is a strategic component of the City’s General Plan aimed at addressing environmental disparities 

and promoting equity within the community. The EJ Element focuses on reducing environmental burdens 

in marginalized neighborhoods, enhancing public health outcomes, and ensuring inclusive participation 

in environmental and land use decision-making processes. Key objectives include mitigating pollution 

 
58 CARB, California’s 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan, (2017). Available online at: 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/classic/cc/scopingplan/scoping_plan_2017.pdf. Accessed 
September 11, 2025. 

59  SCAQMD, Board Meeting, December 5, 2008, Agenda No. 31. Available online at: 
http://www3.aqmd.gov/hb/2008/December/081231a.htm. Accessed September 11, 2025. 

60  SCAQMD, Greenhouse Gases CEQA Significance Thresholds. Available online at: 
https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/ghg-significance-thresholds. 
Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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impacts, fostering community engagement, and integrating EJ considerations into all relevant planning 

efforts. 

Bell Gardens Climate Emergency Declaration. In February 2024, the City of Bell Gardens declared a 

climate emergency, becoming the first city in the Los Angeles region to adopt such a resolution. This 

declaration signaled the city's formal recognition of the urgent and growing threats posed by climate 

change and mobilized its leadership to accelerate climate action. As part of the declaration, Bell Gardens 

committed to prioritizing frontline or vulnerable communities that are most at risk from climate-related 

impacts. The climate emergency declaration also laid the foundation for the development of the City’s CAP, 

which will serve as an even deeper and vastly critical roadmap for addressing and mitigating the effects of 

climate change on the City. 

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

The CAP is meant to serve as a guide towards GHG reductions both in municipal operations and 

community wide. It is designed as a comprehensive strategy to reduce emissions in a manner consistent 

with state guidelines and regulations, and to identify cost-effective opportunities for existing and future 

residents, businesses, and development projects for a more sustainable community. All items related to 

GHG setting, emissions reduction targets, and specific goals, strategies, and actions of the CAP are 

discussed in Section 2, Project Setting & Description. As discussed therein, there are 12 goals, 23 strategies, 

with 70 associated actions outlined within the CAP to provide a roadmap for implementation. 

Implementation of the CAP would result in community-wide GHG emission reductions from 120,028 MT 

CO2e in 2023 to 93,899 metric tons in 2035 (decrease of 21.8 percent from 2023) and 74,126 metric tons in 

2045 (decrease of 38.2 percent from 2023). Implementation of the strategies and actions would enable the 

City to meet and potentially exceed its 2030 and 2045 targets. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project generate greenhouse 
gas emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a significant 
impact on the environment? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The CAP includes GHG emission reduction strategies for the City. The 

CAP contains a series of actions to support Statewide reduction of GHG emissions by a minimum of 
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40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030, consistent with AB 32, and reaching 100 percent zero-carbon 

electricity by 2045, and achieving net-zero GHG emissions no later than 2045, consistent with Executive 

Order B-55 and Senate Bill 100, respectively.  

The goals and strategies in the CAP center around five focus areas: buildings and energy, 

transportation and mobility, resource conservation, green community, and resiliency and adaptation.  

Implementation of the CAP would result in the temporary generation of GHG emissions during 

construction activities associated with its actions. However, these actions would not require a large 

labor force, nor would these actions require extensive use of construction equipment. While worker 

trips generated as a result of implementing actions proposed in the CAP would result in the short-term 

consumption of diesel fuel and gasoline, it is reasonably foreseeable that this workforce would be local 

to the region/serving the City, and would not require extended commutes to reach CAP action sites. 

Construction equipment may also be utilized for the implementation of actions proposed in the CAP, 

but it is likely that this equipment would be used intermittently and for short periods of time when in 

use. Implementation of the actions may require operational maintenance activities; however, these 

activities and trips would be infrequent and minimal. Thus, operational fuel consumption and GHG 

emissions would be negligible when compared to the CAP’s long-term GHG emission reductions. As 

a result, implementation of the CAP would not generate GHG emissions either directly or indirectly 

that would have a significant impact on the environment. Rather, implementation of the CAP would 

help the City achieve its GHG emission reduction targets and prepare the City for the effects of climate 

change. Therefore, less than significant impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project conflict with any 
applicable plan, policy or regulation of an 
agency adopted for the purpose of 
reducing the emissions of greenhouse 
gases? 

    

No Impact. The purpose of the CAP is to reduce the City’s proportionate share of statewide targets 

established in the various plans, policies, and regulations discussed above. See goals, strategies, and 

actions listed in Section 2, Project Location & Description. As a result, implementation of the CAP 

would not conflict with any applicable GHG reduction plan and would guide the City in reducing 
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community-wide GHG emissions. These efforts would not conflict with an existing plan, policy, or 

regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing GHGs. Rather, the CAP would be consistent with and 

support Statewide plans, policies, and regulations pertaining to the reduction of GHG emissions. 

Therefore, no impact would occur.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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3.3.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Environmental Setting 

Hazardous materials encompass a wide range of substances, some of which are naturally occurring and 

some of which are man-made. Examples of hazardous materials include pesticides, herbicides, petroleum 

products, metals (e.g., lead, mercury, arsenic), asbestos, and chemical compounds used in manufacturing. 

Hazardous materials are used for a variety of purposes, including service industries, various small 

businesses, medical uses, schools, and households. Many chemicals used in household cleaning, 

construction, dry cleaning, film processing, landscaping, and automotive maintenance and repair are 

considered hazardous. Small-quantity hazardous waste generators include facilities such as automotive 

repair, dry cleaners, and medical offices. Hazardous materials could pose a substantial present or future 

hazard to human health or the environment when improperly handled, disposed of, or otherwise managed. 

According to the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), the City is not located in a Very 

High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.61 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations exist at federal, state, and local levels with regard to hazards and hazardous materials, 

include: 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act. The Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), commonly known as “Superfund,” 

was enacted by Congress on December 11, 1980.62 This law provided broad federal authority to respond 

directly to releases or threatened releases of hazardous substances that may endanger public health or the 

environment. CERCLA establishes requirements concerning closed and abandoned hazardous waste sites, 

providing for liability of persons responsible for releases of hazardous waste at these sites, and establishes 

a trust fund to provide for cleanup when no responsible party could be identified. CERCLA also enabled 

the revision of the National Contingency Plan. The National Contingency Plan provided the guidelines and 

procedures needed to respond to releases and threatened releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, or 

contaminants. The National Contingency Plan also establishes the National Priorities List, which is a list of 

contaminated sites warranting further investigation by the EPA.  

 
61  See Cal. Code Regs., tit. 24, § 702A for a definition of “fire hazard severity zones.” 
62  U.S. EPA, “Superfund CERCLA Overview.” Available online at: https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-

cercla-overview. Accessed August 12, 2025.  
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CERCLA was amended by the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act on October 17, 1986.63 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. The federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

(42 United States Code [U.S.C.] secs. 6901-6992k), which amended and revised the Solid Waste Disposal 

Act, regulates the generation, transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste. Under 

RCRA regulations, generators of hazardous waste must register and obtain a hazardous waste activity 

identification number. RCRA allows individual states to develop their own programs for the regulation of 

hazardous waste as long as they are at least as stringent as RCRA’s.  

Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) are regulated under Subtitle I of RCRA and its regulations, which 

establish construction standards for UST installations installed after December 22, 1988, as well as 

standards for upgrading existing USTs and associated piping. Since 1998, all non-conforming tanks were 

required to be either upgraded or closed. 

Hazardous Materials Transportation Act. The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) prescribes 

strict regulations for the safe transportation of hazardous materials, including requirements for hazardous 

waste containers and licensed haulers who transport hazardous waste on public roads. The Secretary of 

the Department of Transportation receives the authority to regulate the transportation of hazardous 

materials from the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (HMTA), as amended and codified in 49 U.S. 

Code (U.S.C.) Section 5101 et seq. The Secretary is authorized to issue regulations to implement the 

requirements of 49 U.S.C. The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA),64 

formerly the Research and Special Provisions Administration, was delegated the responsibility to write the 

hazardous materials regulations, which are contained in Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 

Parts 100-180.65 Title 49 of the CFR, which contains the regulations set forth by the HMTA, specifies 

requirements and regulations with respect to the transport of hazardous materials. It requires that every 

employee who transports hazardous materials receive training to recognize and identify hazardous 

materials and become familiar with hazardous materials requirements. Under the HMTA, the Secretary 

"may authorize any officer, employee, or agent to enter upon, inspect, and examine, at reasonable times 

and in a reasonable manner, the records and properties of persons to the extent such records and properties 

 
63  U.S. EPA, “Summary of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 

(Superfund).” Available online at: https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-comprehensive-
environmental-response-compensation-and-liability-act. Accessed August 12, 2025. 

64  U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Hazardous Materials Transportation Law: An Overview, (2021). Available 
online at: https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/standards-rulemaking/hazmat/federal-hazardous-materials-
transportation-law-overview. Accessed August 12, 2025. 

65  National Archives and Records Administration, Code of Federal Regulations Parts 100 to 185, (2010). Available 
online at: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2010-title49-vol2/pdf/CFR-2010-title49-vol2.pdf. Accessed 
August 12, 2025. 
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relate to: (1) the manufacture, fabrication, marking, maintenance, reconditioning, repair, testing, or 

distribution of packages or containers for use by any "person" in the transportation of hazardous materials 

in commerce; or (2) the transportation or shipment by any "person" of hazardous materials in commerce." 

Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Law of 1985 Hazardous Waste and 

Substance Sites. The Business Plan Act requires preparation of Hazardous Materials Business Plans and 

disclosure of hazardous materials inventories, including an inventory of hazardous materials handled, 

plans showing where hazardous materials are stored, an emergency response plan, and provisions for 

employee training in safety and emergency response procedures for businesses that handle, store, or 

transport hazardous materials in amounts exceeding specified minimums (California HSC, Division 20, 

Chapter 6.95, Article 1). Statewide, the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has primary 

regulatory responsibility for the management of hazardous materials, with delegation of authority to local 

jurisdictions that enter into agreements with the state. Local agencies are responsible for administering 

these regulations.  

Several state agencies regulate the transportation and use of hazardous materials to minimize potential 

risks to public health and safety, including Cal/EPA and the California Emergency Management Agency. 

The California Highway Patrol and Caltrans enforce regulations specifically related to the transport of 

hazardous materials. Together, these agencies determine container types used and license hazardous waste 

haulers for hazardous waste transportation on public roadways. 

City of Bell Gardens, Multi-Hazard Functional Plan. Adopted in 1990, the City has a Multi-Hazard 

Functional Plan for Emergency Operations that identifies the different levels of emergency management 

systems, continuity of government, authorities, hazard mitigation, and mutual agreements. 

California Government Code Section 65962.5. Government Code Section 65962.5, amended in 1992, 

requires Cal/EPA to develop and update annually the Hazardous Waste and Substances Sites (Cortese) 

List, which is a list of hazardous waste sites and other contaminated sites. The Cortese List is a planning 

document used by the state, local agencies, and developers to comply with California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) requirements pertaining to providing information about the location of hazardous 

materials release sites. While the Cortese List is no longer maintained as a single list, the following 

databases provide information that meets the Cortese List requirements: 

1. List of Hazardous Waste and Substances sites from DTSC EnviroStor database (Health and Safety 

Codes 25220, 25242, 25356, and 116395); 

2. List of open and active leaking underground storage tank (LUST) Sites by County and Fiscal Year from 

the State Water Resources Control Board GeoTracker database (Health and Safety Code 25295); 
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3. List of solid waste disposal sites identified by the State Water Resources Control Board with waste 

constituents above hazardous waste levels outside the waste management unit (Water Code Section 

13273[e] and 14 CCR Section 18051); 

4. List of “active” Cease and Desist Orders and Cleanup and Abatement Orders from the State Water 

Resources Control Board (Water Code Sections 13301 and 13304); and 

5. List of hazardous waste facilities subject to corrective action pursuant to Section 25187.5 of the Health 

and Safety Code, identified by the DTSC 

Los Angeles County Operational Area Emergency Response Plan. The County of Los Angeles developed 

the ERP to ensure the most effective allocation of resources for the maximum benefit and protection of the 

public in times of emergency. The ERP does not address normal day-to-day emergencies or the well-

established and routine procedures used in coping with them. Instead, the operational concepts reflected 

in this plan focus on potential large-scale disasters like extraordinary emergency situations associated with 

natural and man-made disasters and technological incidents, which can generate unique situations 

requiring an unusual or extraordinary emergency response. The purpose of the plan is to incorporate and 

coordinate all facilities and personnel of the County government, along with the jurisdictional resources of 

the cities and special districts within the County, into an efficient Operational Area organization capable 

of responding to any emergency using a Standard Emergency Management System, mutual aid, and other 

appropriate response procedures. The goal of the plan is to take effective life-safety measures and reduce 

property loss, provide for the rapid resumption of impacted businesses and community services, and 

provide accurate documentation and records required for cost-recovery. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Safety Element. Discussed in Section 3.3.8, Geology and Soils.  

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 BE 2.1.2: Ensure every present and future cooling site can operate during grid outages 

 BE 2.1.3: Require 72-hour island-mode at cooling centers 

 RA 1.1.1: Draft plan with clear activation triggers, roles, and heat-index thresholds 

 RA 1.1.2: Incorporate LA County emergency test alert systems and add Spanish translations 

 RA 1.2.1: Extend hours (10 am -  
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 RA 2.2.1: Create educational programs for City residents that teach disaster preparedness best practices 

and offer local guidance 

 RA 2.2.2: Offer quarterly Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) + climate-resilience 

workshops, aiming to train 1,000 residents by 2028 

 RA 2.2.3: Embed preparedness curriculum in all K-12 schools 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment 
through the routine transport, use or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Exposure of the public or the environment to hazardous materials 

typically occurs due to the improper mishandling or use of hazardous materials or hazardous wastes. 

Particularly, this could occur by untrained personnel, a transportation accident, environmentally 

inappropriate methods of disposal, fire, explosion, or other emergencies. The severity of potential 

effects varies with the activity conducted, the concentration and type of hazardous material or wastes 

present, and the proximity of sensitive receptors. 

Limited amounts of some hazardous materials could be used in the short-term construction activities 

under the CAP and could expose construction workers and the general public to hazardous materials, 

including standard construction materials (e.g., paints and solvents), vehicle fuel, and other hazardous 

materials. These actions would be required to comply with multiple State, regional, and local 

regulatory programs and requirements involving the handling, transport, and disposal of any 

hazardous materials that may be used. Additionally, some actions may require consultation with the 

Department of Toxic Substances Control, California Highway Patrol, Los Angeles County Fire 

Department, and Los Angeles County Department of Public Health to ensure compliance with the 

applicable state and regional regulatory programs. With compliance to applicable standards and 

regulations and adherence to the manufacturer’s instructions related to the transport, use, or disposal 

of hazardous materials, the CAP would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 

through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials, and impacts would be less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset and 
accident conditions involving the release 
of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The CAP consists of strategies and actions with the overall goals of GHG 

reduction and transitioning the City into a climate-resilient community. With respect to hazardous 

materials, which may be found associated with any land use, none of the actions proposed in the CAP 

would encourage the new or increased use of, or concentration of, hazardous materials, more than 

these chemicals or materials might currently be used or concentrated. While construction equipment 

utilized during construction activities associated with the CAP could result in accidental release of 

hazardous substances such as petroleum-based fuels or hydraulic fluid used for construction 

equipment, the level of risk associated with this type of accidental release of hazardous substances is 

not considered significant due to the small volume and low concentration of hazardous materials 

utilized during the construction of actions implemented under the CAP. Adherence to existing 

regulations related to hazardous materials would ensure that impacts pertaining to the potential for 

accidental conditions during future construction and operations would be less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project emit hazardous 
emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste 
within one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As previously stated, all actions under the CAP would be subject to 

State, regional, and local policies and regulations related to the handling of hazardous materials to 

ensure no significant impacts would occur within 0.25 miles of an existing or proposed school. 

Additionally, the CAP includes multiple actions that benefit schools and students, including but not 
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limited to Action T 1.2.3, which proposes launching a “Safe Path to School and Park” program to 

reduce speeds and create safer crosswalks. Therefore, less than significant impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project be located on a site 
which is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as 
a result, would it create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. While there is potential for a proposed action to be located on a site 

included on a list of hazardous materials compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5, any 

such action would be required to follow all applicable state and local regulations related to activities 

conducted on hazardous materials sites (see above regulatory discussion). Furthermore, none of the 

actions proposed in the CAP would encourage the new or increased use of, or concentration of, 

hazardous materials, more than these chemicals or materials might currently be used or concentrated. 

Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  For a project located within an airport 
land use plan or, where such a plan has 
not been adopted, within two miles of a 
public airport or public use airport, 
would the project result in a safety 
hazard or excessive noise for people 
residing or working in the project area? 

    

No Impact. There are no public or private airports located within the City of Bell Gardens. The closest 

airport to the City is the Compton/Woodley Airport, located approximately 6 miles southwest of the 

City in the City of Compton. Therefore, the CAP would not result in any impacts related to airport 

safety hazards and excessive noise. 
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Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

f.  Would the project impair implementation 
of or physically interfere with an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. According to the Safety Element of the City’s General Plan, the City has 

a Multi-Hazard Functional Plan (MHFP) that outlines the responsibilities and procedures to follow in 

the event of an emergency or City-wide disaster.66 In addition, the City of Bell Gardens is located 

within the Los Angeles County Operational Area and maintains mutual aid agreements for emergency 

situations. The County’s Emergency Response Plan, adopted in 2023, establishes a coordinated 

emergency management system, which includes prevention, protection, response, recovery, and 

mitigation within the Operational Area.67 The CAP supports these emergency response plans through 

disaster preparedness (Actions BE 2.1.2, BE 2.1.3, RA 1.1.1, RA 1.1.2, RA 1.2.1) and educating the 

community (Actions RA 2.2.1, RA 2.2.2, RA 2.2.3). 

The CAP includes goals and policies that would enhance public safety and promote healthy and 

equitable outcomes. Implementation of the CAP would not impede the procedures outlined in the 

MHFP or County Emergency Response Plan. Construction and operational activities associated with 

future CAP actions would be subject to the City’s policies and regulations related to the emergency 

response. As such, impacts to adopted emergency response plans or evacuation plans would be less 

than significant.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
66  City of Bell Gardens, “Safety Element,” Bell Gardens General Plan, (1995) 6-5. Available online at: 

https://www.bellgardens.org/home/showpublisheddocument/5723/637976183394330000. Accessed January 2, 
2024.  

67  County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County Operational Area Emergency Response Plan, (2023) 2. Available online at: 
https://ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/County-of-Los-Angeles-OAEOP-2023-Final-for-
Website.pdf. Accessed September 11, 2025.  
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

g.  Would the project expose people or 
structures, either directly or indirectly, to 
a significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wildland fires? 

    

No Impact. CAL FIRE identifies and maps areas of significant fire hazard based on fuels, terrain, and 

other relevant factors. Wildfire risks in State Responsibility Areas (SRA) are called Fire Hazard Severity 

Zones and are grouped into unzoned, moderate, high, and very high zones.68 According to CAL FIRE, 

and shown in Figure 3.3-10, Fire Severity Zones, the City is not located in a Very High Fire Hazard 

Severity Zone.69 Implementation of the CAP would not directly or indirectly be subject to any wildfire 

risks. Further, as previously discussed in Section 3.3.9 (f) above, construction and operational activities 

associated with future CAP actions would be subject to the City’s policies and regulations related to 

the emergency response. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
68  See Cal. Code Regs., tit. 24, § 702A for a definition of “fire hazard severity zones.” 
69  CAL FIRE, Los Angeles County-State Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Available online at: 

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-
zones?itid=lk_inline_enhanced-template. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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3.3.10 Hydrology and Water Quality 

Environmental Setting 

The City is located within the Central Groundwater Basin (CGB). Water enters the CGB from countless 

natural and man-made locations, including natural recharge and recharge through surface spreading at the 

Whittier Narrows Dam, Montebello Forebay Spreading Grounds (MFSG), which consists of the Rio Hondo 

Spreading Grounds and San Gabriel Coastal Spreading Grounds, infiltration in the unlined portions of the 

Lower San Gabriel River, and via direct injection at the Alamitos Barrier Project (ABP). 

buildings that have a 0.2 percent annual chan

vulnerability assessment determined that flooding is likely to increase as a result of an increased number 

of days with extreme rainfall events, compounded with an increase in the number of wildfires in the San 

Gabriel and San Rafael Mountains. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations exist at federal, state, regional, and local levels with regard to hydrology and water quality 

and include: 

Clean Water Act. The Clean Water Act (CWA), formerly known as the Federal Water Pollution Control 

Act, was first introduced in 1948, with major amendments in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s.70 The CWA 

authorizes Federal, state, and local entities to cooperatively create comprehensive programs for eliminating 

or reducing the pollution of state waters and tributaries. Amendments to the CWA in 1972 established the 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program, which prohibits the discharge 

of pollutants into the nation’s waters without the procurement of an NPDES permit from the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). The purpose of the permit is to translate the general 

requirements of the Clean Water Act into specific provisions tailored to the operations of each organization 

that is discharging pollutants. Although federally mandated, the NPDES permit program is generally 

administered at the state and regional levels. 

The U.S. EPA NPDES Program requires NPDES permits for: (1) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 

(MS4) Permit generally serving, or located in, incorporated cities with 100,000 or more people (referred to 

 
70  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Clean Water Act, (2002). Available online at: 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-08/documents/federal-water-pollution-control-act-508full.pdf. 
Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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as municipal permits); (2) 11 specific categories of industrial activity (including landfills); and (3) 

construction activity that disturbs five acres or more of land. As of March 2003, Phase II of the NPDES 

Program extended the requirements for NPDES permits to numerous small municipal separate storm 

sewer systems, construction sites of one to five acres, and industrial facilities owned or operated by small 

municipal separate storm sewer systems, which were previously exempted from permitting.  

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System. The federal government also administers the NPDES 

permit program, which regulates discharges into surface waters. Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 

prohibits the discharge of dredged or fill materials into Waters of the United States or adjacent wetlands 

without a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  

The primary regulatory control relevant to the protection of water quality is the Federal National Pollution 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit administered by the State Water Resources Control Board. 

This board establishes requirements prescribing the quality of point sources of discharge and establishes 

water quality objectives. These objectives are established based on the designated beneficial uses (e.g., 

water supply, recreation, and habitat) for a particular surface water body or groundwater basin. The 

NPDES permits are issued to point source dischargers of pollutants to surface waters and are issued 

pursuant to Water Code Chapter 5.5, which implements the Federal Clean Water Act. Examples include, 

but are not limited to, public wastewater treatment facilities, industries, power plants, and groundwater 

cleanup programs discharging to surface waters (State Water Resources Control Board, Title 23, Chapter 9, 

Section 2200). Discharge limits, under the NPDES permits, for minerals and pollutants are established and 

regulated by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

National Flood Insurance Program. The National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 and the Flood Disaster 

Protection Act of 1973 mandate FEMA to evaluate flood hazards.71 FEMA provides flood insurance rate 

maps (FIRMs) for local and regional planners to promote sound land use and development practices by 

identifying potential flood areas based on the current conditions. To delineate a FIRM, FEMA conducts 

engineering studies referred to as flood insurance studies (FIS). Using information gathered in these 

studies, FEMA engineers and cartographers delineate special flood hazard areas (SFHA) on FIRMs. 

The Flood Disaster Protection Act requires owners of all structures within identified SFHAs to purchase 

and maintain flood insurance as a condition of receiving federal or federally related financial assistance, 

 
71  The National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended, and The Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, 42 U.S.C. 

4001 et. seq. Available online at: https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/national-flood-insurance-act-
1968.pdf. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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such as mortgage loans from federally insured lending institutions. Community members within 

designated areas are able to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) afforded by FEMA. 

Statewide Construction General Permit. Pursuant to CWA Section 402(p) and the Porter-Cologne Water 

Quality Control Act, SWRCB has issued a Statewide NPDES General Permit, or GCASP, under Order No. 

2009-0009-DWQ, NPDES No. CAR000002, which was adopted on September 2, 2009.72 The Order requires 

that prior to the beginning of construction activities, the permit applicant must obtain coverage under a 

GCASP permit by preparing and submitting a Notice of Intent (NOI) along with the appropriate fee to 

SWRCB. Construction activities subject to GCASP include clearing, grading, and disturbances to the 

ground, such as stockpiling or excavation, which result in soil disturbances of one acre of total land area or 

more.  

Prior to obtaining the GCASP, an adequate Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) has to be 

prepared. The SWPPP specifies best management practices (BMPs) that will prevent construction 

pollutants from contacting stormwater with the intent of keeping all products of erosion from moving off-

site into receiving waters. BMPs are intended to diminish impacts to the Maximum Extent Practicable 

(MEP), which is a standard developed by Congress to allow regulators the flexibility needed to shape 

programs to the site-specific nature of municipal stormwater discharges. The SWPPP has two major 

objectives: (1) to help identify the sources of sediment and other pollutants that affect the quality of 

stormwater discharges and (2) to describe and ensure the implementation of BMPs to reduce or eliminate 

sediment and other pollutants in stormwater as well as non-stormwater discharges. The SWPPP includes 

a description of: (1) the site, (2) erosion and sediment controls, (3) means of waste disposal, (4) 

implementation of approved local plans, (5) control of post-construction sediment and erosion control 

measures and maintenance responsibilities, and (6) non-stormwater management controls. Dischargers are 

also required to inspect their construction sites before and after storms to identify stormwater discharge 

associated with construction activity and to identify and implement controls where necessary.  

BMPs are intended to diminish impacts to the MEP, which is a standard developed by Congress to allow 

regulators the flexibility needed to shape programs to the site-specific nature of municipal stormwater 

discharges. Reducing impacts to the MEP generally relies on BMPs that emphasize pollution prevention 

and source control, with additional structural controls as needed. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Conservation Element. Discussed in Section 3.3.4, Biological 

Resources. 

 
72  California Water Code Section 13263(i). 
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List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 BE 3.1.1: Explore energy-efficient measures in all new construction and encourage LEED certifications. 

 BE 4.1.1: Complete energy & water audits for municipal buildings. 

 BE 4.1.2: Launch a phased retrofit program for all interior/exterior lighting with LEDs, replace aging 

HVACs with high-efficiency heat pumps, upgrade insulation and cool-roof coatings, and other 

envelope projects. 

 BE 4.1.3: Install smart thermostats, sensor controls, and energy monitoring devices. 

 RC 1.1.1: Replace turf with drought-tolerant plants and native landscaping at all municipal facilities 

and parks by 2030. 

 RC 1.1.2: Design a policy for all new commercial developments to incorporate and maintain water-

efficient, native landscaping within their property boundaries by offering accelerated permitting to 

projects that submit compliant landscape plans. 

 RC 1.1.3: Continue to require all new developments and major renovations to meet Model Water 

Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) standards, including use of water-efficient & native plants, 

drip irrigation, and moisture sensors. 

 RC 1.2.1: Retrofit all municipal buildings with EPA WaterSense fixtures. 

 RC 1.2.2: Encourage all new construction and major remodels to include EPA WaterSense fixtures and 

water budgeting for landscaping. 

 RC 1.2.3: Launch an education campaign for residents, commercial, and industrial property owners 

about incentives & rebates for water efficiency upgrades. 

 GC 1.1.1: Explore agreements with the electric utility to lease or co-develop land beneath and around 

power lines for safe, low-impact uses, such as walking/biking trails, native gardens, stormwater 

capture areas, or nurseries. 

 RA 1.2.6: Add micro-cooling hubs (shade, water, Wi-Fi) in every park over 1/2 acre. 

 RA 1.3.1: Plant 1,000 native, drought-tolerant trees, prioritizing low tree cover areas. 
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 RA 2.1.2: Promote new construction and building retrofits that incorporate storm-resilient materials, 

energy-efficient design, renewable energy systems, and battery storage. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project violate any water 
quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements or otherwise substantially 
degrade surface or ground water quality? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The City of Bell Gardens is subject to the Santa Ana Regional Water 

Quality Control Board (SARWQCB) water quality regulations. The SARWQCB is authorized to 

implement a municipal stormwater permitting program as part of the National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) authority granted under the federal Clean Water Act (CWA). Under the 

NPDES program, development projects that disturb more than one acre of land must apply for a 

General Construction Permit (CGP) prior to the initiation of construction activities. The CGP would 

require prospective applicants to prepare and implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP) that would minimize the incidence of construction-related pollutants entering the storm 

water system. Among the items required in a SWPPP are pollution prevention Best Management 

Practices (BMP) that must be implemented in development projects. 

Future CAP actions would be required to comply with all applicable SARWQCB requirements to 

ensure the CAP would not violate water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or degrade 

surface or ground water quality. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project substantially decrease 
groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that the project may impede 
sustainable groundwater management of 
the basin? 

    

No Impact. The City is located within the CGB. Water enters the Basin from countless natural and man-

made locations, including natural recharge and recharge through surface spreading at the Whittier 

Narrows Dam, Montebello Forebay Spreading Grounds (MFSG), which consists of the Rio Hondo 

Spreading Grounds and San Gabriel Coastal Spreading Grounds, infiltration in the unlined portions of 

the Lower San Gabriel River, and via direct injection of imported water at the ABP, which is a seawater 

intrusion barrier located in the southeastern portion of the CGB. The ABP protects groundwater 

supplies for the Central and Orange County basins, and its facilities include injection wells to form a 

freshwater pressure ridge.  

Presently, the majority of the land in Bell Gardens has been developed with impervious surfaces. 

However, implementation of the CAP would include landscaping improvements (i.e., trees and 

plantings) that could provide new pervious surfaces, which would be beneficial for groundwater 

recharge. Further, the CAP provides multiple actions that support the conservation of water, such as 

Actions RC 1.1.3, RC 1.2.1, and RC 1.2.2, shown above. As a result, the CAP would not substantially 

decrease groundwater supplies or interfere with groundwater recharge in a manner that may impede 

sustainable groundwater management of the basin. As such, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c. Would the project substantially alter the 
existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river or through 
the addition of impervious surfaces, in a 
manner, which would: 

i.  Result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on-or off-site? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Actions following the adoption of the CAP would likely take place 

on existing developed sites, with the amount of pervious surfaces unlikely to substantively change. 

However, implementation of the CAP would include landscaping improvements (i.e., trees and 

plantings) that could provide some new pervious surfaces. Additionally, all actions would be 

required to comply with SARWQCB requirements. If actions disturb one or more acres of land, the 

action would be subject to the stormwater discharge requirements of a General Construction 

Permit. If necessary, the City may also be required to prepare a SWPPP that outlines the BMPs for 

future actions subject to these regulations. Furthermore, future actions would be required to 

comply with the landscape watering requirements outlined in Chapter 11.03 (Water Conservation 

Plan) of the BGMC. Adherence to federal and local regulations pertaining to soil erosion 

management would ensure that actions under the CAP would not result in substantial erosion or 

siltation on- or off-site. Therefore, impacts are less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c. Would the project substantially alter the 
existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river or through 
the addition of impervious surfaces, in a 
manner, which would: 

ii.  Result in flooding on-or off-site? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Figure 3.3-11, Flood Hazard Areas, presents FEMA’s Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) for the City of Bell Gardens As shown, the majority of the City is not 

located in a flood hazard zone, while the western and southwestern portions of the City are located 

within Zone X, an Area with Reduced Risk Due to Levee, as it relates to potential flooding hazards. 

Additionally, a small portion of the eastern boundary of the City is located within 0.2 percent 

annual chance of flood hazard.73 The City is located within a minimal or moderate flood hazard 

area; therefore, the City would only be subject to moderate or minimal risk from flooding.  

Implementation of future actions proposed in the CAP would be required to comply with 

SARWQCB requirements. Further, CAP actions must adhere to the design requirements outlined 

in the City Building Code and Chapter 6.25 (Floodplain Management) of the BGMC. Adherence to 

regional and local regulations would ensure that actions under the CAP would not result in 

flooding on- or off-site. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
73  Federal Emergency Management Agency, “FEMA's National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) Viewer,” Available 

online at: https://hazards-
fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8b0adb51996444d4879338b5529aa9cd. Accessed 
September 11, 2025. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c. Would the project substantially alter the 
existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river or through 
the addition of impervious surfaces, in a 
manner, which would: 

iii.  Create or contribute runoff water, 
which would exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned stormwater 
drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The City is highly urbanized and built out and drainage is 

accommodated by existing storm drain improvements and drainage channels. No actions 

proposed under the CAP would substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of a site in a 

manner that would create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing 

or planned stormwater drainage systems, nor would the actions proposed in the CAP provide a 

substantial additional source of polluted runoff. As previously discussed, adherence to State and 

local regulations would ensure that impacts to the City’s stormwater drainage system would be 

less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c. Would the project substantially alter the 
existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river or through 
the addition of impervious surfaces, in a 
manner, which would: 

iv.  Impede or redirect flood flows? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As previously stated, the majority of the City is not located in a flood 

hazard zone. The western and southwestern portions of the City are located within Zone X and a 
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small portion of the eastern boundary of the City is located within 0.2 percent annual chance of 

flood hazard. Despite the City’s location within a flood hazard zone, no actions proposed under 

the CAP would substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of a site in a manner that would 

impede or redirect flood flows. Future actions would be required to adhere to State and local 

regulatory requirements to minimize impacts associated with flooding. As such, implementation 

of the CAP would neither directly nor indirectly impede or redirect flood flows. Impacts would be 

less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, 
would the project risk release of 
pollutants due to project inundation? 

    

No Impact. The City is located approximately 14.9 miles inland from the Pacific Ocean or near any 

bodies of water that could create a tsunami or a seiche. The City is bounded by the Rio Hondo River, a 

concrete-lined channel, to the east. The Rio Hondo River is bounded by levees and does not hold water 

for extended periods.  

According to the City’s General Plan, the City is located within an inundation area for the Hansen and 

Sepulveda Dams and within a Los Angeles River Flood Hazard area presented in US Army Corps of 

engineer dam inundation maps74, 75 As previously discussed, although the majority of the City is not 

located in a flood hazard zone, the western and southwestern portion of the City is located within Zone 

X and a small portion of the eastern boundary of the City is located within 0.2-percent annual chance 

of flood hazard, as indicated in Figure 3.3-11.76 Therefore, the City would only be subject to moderate 

or minimal risk from flooding. Actions proposed in the CAP focus on enhancing public transportation 

and pedestrian/bicycle access, energy efficiency and renewable energy improvements, water 

conservation, waste reduction and recycling, and green infrastructure. Given the nature and scale of 
 

74  National Inventory of Dams, “Sepulveda Dam.” Available online at: 
https://nid.sec.usace.army.mil/viewer/index.html?dsLibrary=NID-CA10025&x=-118.447&y=34.087&z=10. 
Accessed on September 11, 2025. 

75  National Inventory of Dams, “Hansen Dam.” Available online at: 
https://nid.sec.usace.army.mil/viewer/index.html?dsLibrary=NID-CA10019&x=-118.387&y=34.261&z=11, 
Accessed on September 11, 2025. 

76  Federal Emergency Management Agency, “Flood Map Services Center.” Available online at: 
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=bell%20gardens%2C%20ca. Accessed on September 11, 2025. 
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these actions, as well as the distance to any bodies of water that could create a tsunami or seiche, the 

implementation of the CAP would not result in a risk of release of pollutants due to inundation, despite 

the City’s partial presence within a flood hazard zone. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  Would the project conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of a water quality control 
plan or sustainable groundwater 
management plan? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Presently, the majority of the land in Bell Gardens has been developed 

with impervious surfaces. The CAP contains multiple actions associated with water conservation (i.e., 

Actions RC 1.1.3, RC 1.2.1, and RC 1.2.2) and actions that result in the addition of pervious surfaces 

through the planting of native, drought-resistant trees and vegetation (i.e., Actions RA 1.3.1 and RA 

2.1.2), which would improve water quality and support groundwater recharge. Therefore, the Project 

would not conflict with or obstruct the implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable 

groundwater management plan, making impacts less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  



Flood Hazard Areas
FIGURE 3.3-11
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3.3.11 Land Use and Planning 

Environmental Setting 

The City of Bell Gardens has a total land area of 1,536 acres, or 2.4 square miles. The City is located in the 

southern portion of Los Angeles County, approximately 13 miles southeast of the Los Angeles Civic Center. 

The City is bound by the cities of Commerce to the north, Downey to the east, South Gate to the south, and 

the I-710 to the west, with the cities of Bell and Cudahy located further west. The City has over 732.5 acres 

designated as residential land use, encompassing 58 percent of the City’s total area. Few residential areas 

have retained their identity as lower-density residential areas, despite historic development practices. The 

majority of residential neighborhoods zoned high-density residential (R-3) are redeveloped as a mix of 

single-family, duplex, triplex, and multiple-family developments. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations exist at the state and local levels with regard to land use and include: 

California Planning and Zoning Law (Government Code § 65000 et seq.). Under State Planning and 

Zoning law (Gov’t Code §§ 65000, et seq.), strict conformity with all aspects of a plan is not required. 

Generally, plans reflect a range of competing interests, and agencies are given great deference to determine 

consistency with their own plans. A proposed project should be considered consistent with a general plan 

or elements of a general plan if it furthers one or more policies and does not obstruct other policies. 

Generally, given that land use plans reflect a range of competing interests, a project should be compatible 

with a plan’s overall goals and objectives, but need not be in perfect conformity with every plan policy. 

SCAG, 2024 RTP/SCS. Discussed in Section 3.3.3, Air Quality. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Land Use Element. The City’s Land Use Element provides a strategy 

for the coordination and integration of all physical development in the City. The Land Use Element outlines 

policies and programs that promote orderly growth and minimize the potential for land use conflicts. 

City of Bell Gardens Municipal Code, Title 9 (Zoning and Planning Regulations). The City’s zoning code 

exists to provide for the creation of zones in the incorporated area of the City and to prescribe area 

requirements, classes of uses, and standards of development for buildings, structures, improvements, and 

premises in the various zones of the City. Specifically, the purpose of this title is to encourage, classify, 

designate, regulate, restrict, and segregate the highest and best location and use of buildings, structures, 

and land to serve the needs of agriculture, residences, commerce, industry, and other purposes in 

appropriate places; to regulate and limit the height, number of stories and size of buildings and to 
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administer property development standards, including but not limited to structure height, bulk, design, 

yard setbacks, lot coverage, density, parking, signage, landscaping, etc.; and to promote the public health, 

safety, welfare and general prosperity with the aim of preserving a wholesome, serviceable and attractive 

community.  

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 BE 3.1.1: Explore energy-efficient measures in all new construction and encourage LEED certifications. 

 BE 3.1.2: Offer expedited permitting to encourage the adoption of net-zero energy-ready standards to 

new developments. 

 BE 4.1.2: Launch a phased retrofit program for all interior/exterior lighting with LEDs, replace aging 

HVACs with high-efficiency heat-pumps, upgrade insulation and cool-roof coatings, and other 

envelope projects. 

 T 1.1.1: Align with the Circulation Element Update to upgrade protection features on existing main 

bike paths. 

 T 1.1.2: Connect Bell Gardens bike lanes to South Gate West Santa Ana Branch light rail station and LA 

River Bike Path through a bike/pedestrian bridge over I-710 and LA River. 

 T 1.1.3: Create a citywide plan to add and upgrade bike lanes, install bike racks and lockers, and place 

wayfinding signs at key hubs. Publish a public map showing planned bike lanes, protection types (e.g., 

Class II, III), and installation timelines. 

 T 1.2.1: Repair and expand sidewalks and add street tree cover in heat-exposed blocks. 

 T 1.2.2: Add raised crosswalks, curb extensions, and pedestrian signals at high-injury intersections. 

 T 2.2.1: Develop a plan to install an appropriate number of level-2 and level-3 chargers to support the 

ZEV municipal fleet and community transition. 

 RC 1.1.1: Replace turf with drought-tolerant plants and native landscaping at all municipal facilities 

and parks by 2030. 
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 RC 1.1.2: Design a policy for all new commercial developments to incorporate and maintain water-

efficient, native landscaping within their property boundaries by offering accelerated permitting to 

projects that submit compliant landscape plans. 

 RC 1.1.3: Continue to require all new developments and major renovations to meet Model Water 

Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) standards, including use of water-efficient & native plants, 

drip irrigation, and moisture sensors. 

 RC 1.2.2: Encourage all new construction and major remodels to include EPA WaterSense fixtures and 

water budgeting for landscaping. 

 RC 2.2.1: Require all construction and demolition projects over 1,000 square feet to divert waste 

materials, such as concrete, wood, and metal, from landfills by recycling or reusing them. 

 GC 1.1.1: Explore agreements with the electric utility to lease or co-develop land beneath and around 

power lines for safe, low-impact uses, such as walking/biking trails, native gardens, stormwater 

capture areas, or nurseries. 

 GC 1.1.2: Continue to clean up contaminated land and apply for EPA Brownfields Assessment Grants 

and CalEPA cleanup funding to support site testing and remediation. 

 GC 1.1.3: Perform a city-wide land assessment to identify parcels suitable for community gardens. 

 RA 1.1.1: Draft a plan with clear activation triggers, roles, and heat-index thresholds. 

 RA 1.1.4: Refresh plan every 3 years using health-outcome data. 

 RA 1.2.5: Include cool roofs standard for newly constructed municipal buildings and for major 

renovations of municipal buildings. 

 RA 1.2.6: Add micro-cooling hubs (shade, water, Wi-Fi) in every park over 1/2 acre. 

 RA 2.1.1: Convert 10 percent of heat-trapping surfaces to permeable pavers or green surfaces by 2030. 

 RA 2.1.2: Promote new construction and building retrofits that incorporate storm-resilient materials, 

energy-efficient design, renewable energy systems, and battery storage. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project physically divide an 
established community?     

No Impact. Projects with the potential to divide a community include highways, railways, and large 

buildings or infrastructure projects that change the street grid. The CAP does not propose these features 

but would implement measures that expand pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure (Actions T 1.1.1, T 

1.1.2, T 1.1.3), which would encourage bicycle trips, thus reducing vehicle congestion/dependence and 

improving community connectivity. Thus, the CAP would not have the potential to physically divide 

established communities, and no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project cause a significant 
environmental impact due to a conflict 
with any land use plan, policy, or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental 
effect? 

    

No Impact. The CAP was prepared to be consistent with and support the General Plan and other 

relevant local planning documents, including the City’s Environmental Justice Element, 2021-2029 

Housing Element, and Bell Gardens Transit Oriented Community Plan. Implementation of the CAP 

would not facilitate growth beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan. As such, the CAP would 

not conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 

mitigating an environmental effect. As such, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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3.3.12 Mineral Resources 

Environmental Setting 

According to the California Department of Conservation (DOC), Division of Mine Reclamation, the City 

Bell Gardens has no active mines, as shown on Figure 3.3-12, Mines.77 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations and responsible agencies exist at the state level with regard to mineral resources and include: 

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975. The SMARA (Public Resources Code [PRC] 2710–2796) 

requires that the State Department of Mines and Geology Board map areas throughout the state that contain 

regionally significant mineral resources. Construction aggregate resources (sand and gravel) deposits were 

the first commodity selected for classification by the Board. Once mapped, the Mines and Geology Board 

is required to designate for future use those areas that contain aggregate deposits that are of prime 

importance in meeting the region’s future need for construction-quality aggregates. The primary objective 

of SMARA is for each jurisdiction to develop policies that would conserve important mineral resources, 

where feasible, that might otherwise be unavailable when needed. SMARA requires that once policies are 

adopted, local agency land use decisions must be made in accordance with its mineral resource 

management policies. These decisions must also balance the mineral value of the resource to the market 

region as a whole, not just their importance to the local jurisdiction.78 

DOC, California Geologic Management Division (CalGEM). The California Geologic Energy 

Management Division (CalGEM) provides oversight for oil, natural gas, and geothermal industries. 

Previously known as the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, CalGEM oversees the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and plugging and abandonment of oil, natural gas, and geothermal wells in order 

to protect the environment, prevent pollution, and ensure public safety. All California oil and gas wells 

(development and prospect wells), enhanced-recovery wells, water-disposal wells, service wells (i.e., 

structure, observation, temperature observation wells), core-holes, and gas-storage wells, onshore and 

offshore (within three nautical miles of the coastline), located on state and private lands, are permitted, 

drilled, operated, maintained, plugged, and abandoned under requirements and procedures administered 

by CalGEM. 

 
77  California Department of Conservation, “Mines Online.” Available online at: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/mol/index.html. Accessed on September 11, 2025. 
78  California Department of Conservation, Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 Statutes and Regulations, 

(2018). Available online at: https://www.conservation.ca.gov/smgb/Regulations/Documents/SMARA-statutes-
regs-7-2018.pdf. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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DOC, Division of Mine Reclamation. The Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR) provides a measure of 

oversight for local governments as they administer SMARA within their respective jurisdictions. DMR may 

provide comments to lead agencies on a mining operation’s reclamation plan and financial assurance and, 

jointly with SMGB, is charged with administering actions that encourage SMARA compliance. The primary 

focus is on existing mining operations and reclaiming mined lands to a usable and safe condition that is 

readily adaptable for alternative land uses. Issues related to abandoned legacy mines are addressed in the 

Abandoned Mine Lands program. 

The Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR) provides a measure of oversight for local governments as they 

administer SMARA within their respective jurisdictions. DMR may provide comments to lead agencies on 

a mining operation’s reclamation plan and financial assurance and, jointly with SMGB, is charged with 

administering actions that encourage SMARA compliance. The primary focus is on existing mining 

operations and reclaiming mined lands to a usable and safe condition that is readily adaptable for 

alternative land uses. Issues related to abandoned legacy mines are addressed in the Abandoned Mine 

Lands program. 

DOC, State Mining and Geology Board. The State Mining and Geology Board (SMGB) provides 

professional expertise and serves as a regulatory, policy, and hearing body representing the state's interest 

in the development, utilization, and conservation of mineral resources, the reclamation of mined lands, and 

the development and dissemination of geologic and seismic hazard information. The nine-member SMGB 

operates within the Department of Conservation and is granted certain autonomous responsibilities and 

obligations under several statutes, including the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act, the Seismic 

Hazards Mapping Act, and the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act. 

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

The CAP does not contain any actions related to mineral resources.  

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project result in the loss of 
availability of a known mineral resource 
that would be of value to the region and 
the residents of the state? 
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No Impact. According to the Department of Conservation (DOC), Division of Mine Reclamation, and 

further indicated on Figure 3.3-12, the City has no active mines.79 Further, the City of Bell Gardens is 

located in a Mineral Resource Zone-1 (MRZ-1), as shown in Figure 3.3-13, Mineral Resources, which 

is an area where adequate information indicates that no significant mineral deposits are present, or 

where it is judged that little likelihood exists for their presence.80 Implementation of the CAP would 

not adversely impact any known mineral resources. As a result, implementation of the CAP would not 

result in the loss of availability of a regionally or locally known mineral resource; therefore, no impact 

would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project result in the loss of 
availability of a locally important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a 
local general plan, specific plan or other 
land use plan? 

    

No Impact. As previously discussed, the City has no active mines and no areas in the City that are 

classified as mineral resource deposit areas. Implementation of the CAP would not impact any known 

mineral resources. As a result, implementation of the CAP would not result in the loss of availability 

of a regionally or locally known mineral resource; therefore, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
79  California Department of Conservation, “Mines Online.” Available online at: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/mol/index.html. Accessed on September 11, 2025. 
80  Ibid. 
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3.3.13 Noise 

Environmental Setting 

All noise level or sound level values presented herein are expressed in terms of decibels (dB), with A-

weighting (dBA) to approximate the hearing sensitivity of humans. All references to dB in this analysis will 

be A-weighted unless noted otherwise. Time-averaged noise levels are expressed by the symbol Leq, with 

a specified duration. The Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) is a 24-hour average, where noise 

levels during the evening hours of 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM have an added 5 dB weighting, and noise levels 

during the nighttime hours of 10:00 PM to 7:00 AM have an added 10 dB weighting. This is similar to the 

Day Night sound level (Ldn), which is a 24-hour average with an added 10 dB weighting on the same 

nighttime hours but no added weighting on the evening hours. These metrics are used to express noise 

levels for both measurement and municipal regulations, as well as for land use guidelines and enforcement 

of noise ordinances. 

Regulatory Framework 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan Noise Element 

The Noise Element of the General Plan is a comprehensive program for including noise management in the 

planning process, providing a tool for planners to use in achieving and maintaining land uses that are 

compatible with existing and future environmental noise levels. The Noise Element follows Government 

Code Section 65301(f) and Health and Safety Code Section 46050.1. It quantifies the community noise 

environment by establishing noise exposure contours for both near-and long-term levels of growth and 

noise-generating activity. 

City of Bell Gardens Municipal Code 

Construction within the City is regulated under the BGMC Chapter 16.24 (Noise Regulation). Section 

16.24.120 (Construction of buildings and projects – Restriction) of the BGMC establishes construction noise 

standards stating “Between the hours of 7:00 p.m. of one day and 8:00 a.m. of the next day, it is unlawful 

for any person within a residential zone, or within a radius of 500 feet therefrom, to operate equipment, or 

perform any outside construction or repair work on buildings, structures, or projects, or operate any pile 

driver, steam shovel, pneumatic hammer, derrick, steam or electric hoist, or other construction device in 

such a manner that a reasonable person of normal sensitiveness residing in the area is caused discomfort 

or annoyance, unless beforehand a permit therefore has been duly obtained from the officer or body of the 

city having the function to issue permits of this kind. No permit shall be required to perform emergency 

work.” Chapter 9.18 of the BGMC additionally sets forth development criteria stating,  
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“No new building shall be located nearer than 100 feet to a declared historical structure.” This provision 

safeguards existing historical assets from potential vibration disturbances caused by future developments. 

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 T.2.1.1: Update a municipal fleet inventory and design a phased fleet electrification plan. 

 T.2.1.2: Design a roadmap to electrify light- and heavy-duty trucks by 2045. 

 T 2.1.3: Plan for new light- and heavy-duty truck purchases to be electric starting from 2027, according 

to State mandates. 

 T 2.1.4: Aim for new light-duty vehicle purchases to be zero-emission vehicles by 2035, according to 

State mandates. 

 T 2.3.1: Design a phased fleet plan for the Town Trolley to zero-emissions alternatives. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Will the project result in generation of a 
substantial temporary or permanent 
increase in ambient noise levels in the 
vicinity of the project in excess of 
standards established in the local general 
plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

    

b.  Would the project generate excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne 
noise levels? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Implementation of new bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, solar 

power and other energy-generating technologies, EV charging infrastructure, tree planting and native 

landscaping, and resiliency hubs proposed in the CAP could result in noise and vibrations generated 

during construction and from construction-related vehicle trips. However, construction activities for 

projects under the CAP would be short-term and would not involve particularly loud or construction 

equipment or activities, such as blasting or pile driving. Regarding construction-related vehicle trips, 

while traveling to project sites would result in increases in ambient noise levels, these trips would be 

traveling along multiple roads within the City, not exposing any individual sensitive receptor to 

substantial noise levels for a sustained period of time. Additionally, the minor and temporary increase 
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in construction-related work trips would not result in a substantial increase in ambient noise levels 

along roadways because a doubling of traffic volume on a roadway would have to occur in order for 

an increase in noise levels would be detectable to a person. Further, consistent with BGMC Chapter 

16.24, Noise Regulation, all construction activities would be limited to daytime hours when ambient 

noise levels are higher; intermittent periods of exposure to substantial noise level increases would be 

less substantial than prolonged exposure to sustained substantial noise levels over longer construction 

periods. Implementation of the CAP actions would not result in exposure of persons to excessive 

groundborne vibration or noise levels, nor would it result in a temporary, periodic, or permanent 

increase in ambient noise levels above existing levels.  

In addition to the actions listed above, several of the CAP actions are designed to encourage a shift 

from single-occupancy passenger vehicles to walking and bicycling or from conventional fuels to 

electric vehicles, which would reduce vehicular travel and therefore noise associated with such 

vehicles. The actions listed above would support the transition to cleaner, quieter, and more efficient 

modes of transportation throughout the City.81 Implementation of these actions would reduce 

roadway-related noise levels compared to existing levels, making the impacts less than significant. As 

a result, long-term implementation of the CAP actions would not result in exposure of persons to noise 

in excess of established standards or ground-borne noise or vibration, nor would it result in a 

temporary, periodic, or permanent increase in ambient noise levels above existing levels. 

Operationally, implementation of the actions described above would not introduce stationary or 

transportation-related sources of groundborne vibration or noise. Implementation of the CAP would 

not result in substantial temporary increases in noise levels that would adversely affect human health 

or well-being in the community and would not generate excessive groundborne vibration or 

groundborne noise levels. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
81  Karsan, Quiet Cities: The Role of Electric Buses in Reducing Noise Pollution, (2024). Available online at: 

https://www.karsan.com/en/blog/sustainability-blog/quiet-cities-the-role-of-electric-buses-in-reducing-noise-
pollution. Accessed August 25, 2025. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  For a project located within the vicinity 
of a private airstrip or an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the 
project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive 
noise levels? 

    

No Impact. The City is not within the vicinity of a public airport or private airstrip, or within an airport 

land use plan, or within two miles of a public airport or public use airport. The closest airport to the 

City is the Compton/Woodley Airport, located approximately six miles southwest of the Project 

location in the City of Compton. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  



III. Environmental Initial Study Checklist and Impact Analysis 

Impact Sciences, Inc. 150 City of Bell Gardens CAP IS/MND 
1588.002 December 2025 

3.3.14 Population and Housing 

Environmental Setting 

According to the CAP, the City of Bell Gardens has an estimated population of approximately 38,000 people 

and 9,957 housing units according to SCAG Local Housing Data. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations and plans exist at state, regional, and local levels related to populations and housing and 
include: 

California Government Code Sections 65583 and 655849(a)(1). Section 65583 of the California Government 

Code requires cities and counties to prepare a housing element, as one of the state-mandated elements of 

the General Plan, with specific direction on its content. Pursuant to Section 65584(a)(1) the California 

Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) is responsible for determining the regional 

housing needs assessment (segmented by income levels) for each region’s planning body known as a 

“council of governments” (COG), the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) being the 

COG serving the Southern California area. HCD prepares an initial housing needs assessment and then 

coordinates with each COG in order to arrive at the final regional housing needs assessment. To date, there 

have been four previous housing element update “cycles.” California is now in its fifth “housing-element 

update cycle.” 

Senate Bill 375. Discussed in Section 3.3.6, Energy. 

SCAG, 2024 RTP/SCS. Discussed in Section 3.3.3, Air Quality. 

Regional Housing Needs Assessment. SCAG prepares the RHNA mandated by State law so that local 

jurisdictions can use this information during their periodic update of the General Plan Housing Element. 

The RHNA identifies the housing needs for very low-income, low-income, moderate-income, and above 

moderate-income groups, and allocates these targets among the local jurisdictions that comprise SCAG. 

The RHNA addresses existing unmet needs and future housing needs. The need for new housing is 

distributed among income groups so that each community moves closer to the regional average income 

distribution. The most recent RHNA allocation, the “6th Cycle RHNA Allocation Plan,” was adopted by 

SCAG’s Regional Council on March 22, 2021.82 The City of Bell Gardens was assigned an RHNA of 503 

units, of which 129 units must be affordable to lower-income households (Very Low and Low levels) for 

 
82  SCAG, 6th Cycle Final RHNA Allocation Plan. Available online at: https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-

attachments/6th-cycle-rhna-final-allocation-plan.pdf?1625161899. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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the October 2021 to October 2029 planning period. Local jurisdictions are required by State law to update 

their General Plan Housing Elements based on the most recently adopted RHNA allocation. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – 2021-2029 Housing Element. The City’s 2021-2029 Housing Element 

outlines a comprehensive strategy to meet the community’s housing needs, particularly focusing on 

affordability, equity, and sustainability. This element identifies opportunities to increase housing supply 

across all income levels, including the development of accessory dwelling units (ADUs) and mixed-use 

projects. It emphasizes the importance of preserving existing affordable housing, improving housing 

conditions, and removing barriers to development. 

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 BE 3.1.3: Offer expedited permitting and reduced fees for all remodels and renovations that reduce 

natural gas consumption and switch to electric systems. 

 BE 3.2.1: Create a resource hub for business owners and homeowners about all financial incentives and 

rebates for on-site electricity generation, storage, and building efficiency. 

 BE 3.2.2: Develop and share materials to inform residents and businesses about solar incentives, 

potential cost savings, and environmental advantages. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project induce substantial 
unplanned population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing 
new homes and businesses) or indirectly 
(for example, through extension of roads 
or other infrastructure)? 

    

b.  Would the project displace substantial 
numbers of existing people or housing, 
necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

No Impact. The CAP consists of strategies and actions with the overall goals of GHG reduction and 

transitioning the City into a more climate-resilient community. The CAP does not propose any goals, 

strategies, or actions that directly or indirectly result in an increase in population and would not 
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accommodate growth beyond that anticipated by the City's adopted General Plan or induce additional 

population growth. Furthermore, the actions under the CAP would not involve the displacement of 

existing individuals or housing. The actions listed above (Actions BE 3.1.3, BE 3.2.1, BE 3.2.2) would 

incentivize homeowners to transition to cleaner and/or renewable energy sources. Future development 

would be required to comply with the applicable policies in the City’s General Plan (including but not 

limited to the Land Use Element and Housing Element) and BGMC. No actions proposed under the 

CAP would result in the displacement of existing people or housing, nor would the Project generate 

substantial unplanned population growth. As such, no impact would occur. 
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3.3.15 Public Services 

Environmental Setting 

The City provides a number of public services as described in further detail below: 

Fire Protection 

The Los Angeles County Fire Department provides the City of Bell Gardens with fire suppression and 

emergency medical services from Fire Station 29, Battalion 3, Division 6, located at 7000 Garfield Avenue, 

within the City boundaries. 

Police Protection 

The Bell Gardens Police Department provides law enforcement services to residents and businesses in the 

City of Bell Gardens and is located at 7110 S. Garfield Avenue.  

Schools 

Schools in the City are under the Montebello Unified School District. The City has four elementary schools, 

two intermediate schools, and one high school. The District also has two adult education centers in Bell 

Gardens. 

Parks 

The City has five parks and a golf course that provide a variety of recreation opportunities. Parks include 

the Bell Gardens John Anson Ford Park (includes the Bell Gardens Sports Complex and Bell Gardens Golf 

Course), Bell Gardens Veterans Park, Gallant Park, and the Julia Russ Asmus Park, Marlow Park. The City 

has two senior centers, the Bell Gardens Senior Center and the Veterans Park Senior Center. The City also 

has a Youth Center and a community garden. 

Libraries 

The City has one public library, operated by Los Angeles County, located at 7110 S. Garfield Avenue. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations and policies exist at the state and local level with regard to public services and include: 

California Fire Service and Rescue Emergency Mutual Aid System. The LACFD participates in the 

California Fire Service and Rescue Emergency Mutual Aid System through which the California 

Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES), Fire and Rescue Division is responsible for the 
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development, implementation, and coordination of the California Fire Service and Rescue Emergency 

Mutual Aid Plan (Mutual Aid Plan).83 The Mutual Aid Plan outlines procedures for establishing mutual 

aid agreements at the local, operational, regional, and State levels, and divides the State into six mutual aid 

regions to facilitate the coordination of mutual aid. The LACFD is located in Region I. Through the Mutual 

Aid Plan, the OES is informed of conditions in each geographic and organizational area of the state, and 

the occurrence or imminent threat of disaster. All OES Mutual Aid Plan participants monitor a dedicated 

radio frequency for fire events that are beyond the capabilities of the responding fire department and 

provide aid in accordance with the management direction of the OES.84 

Senate Bill 50 (Gov. Code § 65995). The Leroy F. Greene School Facilities Act of 1998 (known as the Greene 

Act), enacted in 1998, is a program for funding school facilities largely based on matching funds. For new 

school construction, grants provide funding on a 50/50 State and local match basis. For school 

modernization, grants provide funding on a 60/40 State and local match basis. Districts that are unable to 

provide some, or all, of the local match requirement and are able to meet the financial hardship provisions 

may be eligible for additional State funding.85 

The Greene Act permits the local district to levy a fee, charge, dedication, or other requirement against any 

development project within its boundaries, for the purpose of funding the construction or reconstruction 

of school facilities. The Act also sets a maximum level of fees a developer may be required to pay. Pursuant 

to Government Code Section 65996, the payment of these fees by a developer serves to mitigate all potential 

impacts on school facilities that may result from implementation of a project to a less-than-significant 

level.86 

The Quimby Act (Gov. Code § 66477). California Government Code Section 66477, also known as the 

Quimby Act, was enacted by the California legislature in 1965. The Quimby Act authorizes cities and 

counties to enact ordinances requiring the dedication of land, or the payment of fees for park and/or 

 
83  State of California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, “Fire and Rescue.” Available online: 

https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/operations/response-operations/fire-rescue/, accessed 
September 11, 2025. 

84  Los Angeles Fire Department, Mutual Aid Agreements/Disaster Declarations/Potential Fiscal Impacts, (2014). 
Available online: https://www.lafd.org/sites/default/files/pdf_files/lafdlafdreport186489186_07312014.pdf. 
Accessed September 6, 2022.  

85  State of California, Office of Public School Construction, School Facility Program Guide, (2012). Available online at: 
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/-/media/Divisions/OPSC/Services/Guides-and-
Resources/SFP_Hdbk_ADA.pdf?la=en&hash=B871984008A7D2E35D16DB50DDE0C87791C294A7. Accessed 
September 11, 2025.  

86  California Government Code Section 65996. 
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recreational facilities in lieu thereof, or both, by developers of residential subdivisions as a condition to the 

approval of a tentative tract map or parcel map. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Open Space and Recreation Element. The Open Space and Recreation 

Element of the City’s General Plan outlines a strategy to preserve remaining open space areas in the City 

to meet the recreational needs of the community. The Open Space and Recreation Element establishes a 

long-range program for the preservation of public parks in the City and for the provision of adequate 

recreation areas and facilities to serve the needs of residents. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Conservation Element. Discussed in Section 3.3.4, Biological 

Resources. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Safety Element. Discussed in Section 3.3.8, Geology and Soils.  

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 BE 2.2.1: Conduct an energy storage feasibility study for municipal buildings and critical facilities. 

 BE 4.1.1: Complete energy & water audits for municipal buildings. 

 BE 4.1.2: Launch a phased retrofit program for all interior/exterior lighting with LEDs, replace aging 

HVACs with high-efficiency heat pumps, upgrade insulation and cool-roof coatings, and other 

envelope projects. 

 BE 4.1.3: Install smart thermostats, sensor controls, and energy monitoring devices. 

 BE 4.1.4: Include GHG emission savings and long-term cost savings when evaluating capital 

investments in municipal buildings. 

 T 1.2.3: Launch “Safe Path to School and Park” program at four school zones and city parks with speed-

reduction designs and safe crosswalks. 

 RC 1.2.1: Retrofit all municipal buildings with EPA WaterSense fixtures. 

 RC 2.1.2: Install dedicated waste bins in municipal buildings and require sorting of generated waste. 
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 GC 1.1.1: Explore agreements with the electric utility to lease or co-develop land beneath and around 

power lines for safe, low-impact uses, such as walking/biking trails, native gardens, stormwater 

capture areas, or nurseries. 

 GC 1.1.3: Perform a city-wide land assessment to identify parcels suitable for community gardens. 

 GC 2.2.1: Partner with local schools such as LA Trade-Tech College, nonprofits (GRID Alternatives, 

WERC), and unions to provide certified training in energy, energy efficiency, transportation, waste, 

and urban management areas. 

 GC 2.2.2: Prioritize outreach to youth, low-income residents, and underrepresented groups. 

 RA 1.1.2: Incorporate LA County emergency test alert systems and add Spanish translations. 

 RA 1.1.3: Create shading structures in public areas, such as park playgrounds, picnic & waiting areas. 

 RA 1.2.2: Continue to maintain existing cooling center locations. 

 RA 1.2.3: Designate/retrofit at least two more public facilities (library, senior center, recreation center, 

one school gym) with backup power & extended hours. 

 RA 1.2.5: Include cool roofs standard for newly constructed municipal buildings and for major 

renovations of municipal buildings. 

 RA 1.2.6: Add micro-cooling hubs (shade, water, Wi-Fi) in every park over 1/2 acre. 

 RA 1.3.1: Plant 1,000 native, drought-tolerant trees, prioritizing low tree cover areas. 

 RA 1.3.2: Reach 20 percent to 25 percent canopy cover city-wide by 2040. 

 RA 2.1.1: Convert 10 percent of heat-trapping surfaces to permeable pavers or green surfaces by 2030. 

 RA 2.1.2: Promote new construction and building retrofits that incorporate storm-resilient materials, 

energy-efficient design, renewable energy systems, and battery storage. 

 RA 2.2.1: Create educational programs for City residents that teach disaster preparedness best practices 

and offer local guidance. 

 RA 2.2.2: Offer quarterly Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) + climate-resilience 

workshops, aiming to train 1,000 residents by 2028. 
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 RA 2.2.3: Embed preparedness curriculum in all K-12 schools. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a. Would the project result in substantial 
adverse physical impacts associated with 
the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, 
the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in 
order to maintain acceptable service 
ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the 
public services: 

i.  Fire Protection? 

    

No Impact. Fire protection for the City is provided by the Los Angeles County Fire Department 

(LACFD). The LACFD operates more than 30 fire stations throughout Los Angeles County, with 

one station located within the City at 7000 Garfield Avenue. The CAP does not call for additional 

fire protection, nor would it require any new or redeveloped government facilities. Implementation 

of the CAP would not facilitate growth beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan. 

Therefore, it would not increase demand for public services or facilities or generate a need for new 

physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would result in significant 

impacts to the environment. The CAP would not have an adverse impact on acceptable service 

ratios, response times, or other performative objectives for fire protection services. Therefore, no 

impact would occur.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

ii.  Police protection?     

No Impact. The City operates the Bell Gardens Police Department (BGPD). The BGPD has one 

police station located at 7100 Garfield Avenue. The CAP does not call for additional police 
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protection, nor would it require any new or redeveloped government facilities. Implementation of 

the CAP would not facilitate growth beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan. Therefore, 

it would not increase demand for public services or facilities or generate a need for new physically 

altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would result in significant impacts to the 

environment. The CAP would not have an adverse impact on acceptable service ratios, response 

times, or other performative objectives for police protection services. Therefore, no impact would 

occur.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

iii.  Schools?     

No Impact. The City is served by the Montebello Unified School District, which operates nine 

schools in the City.87 Implementation of the CAP would not facilitate growth beyond what was 

anticipated in the General Plan. Therefore, it would not increase demand for public services or 

facilities or generate a need for new physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of 

which would result in significant impacts to the environment. The CAP would not have an adverse 

impact on demand for schools. Rather, the CAP includes multiple actions that benefit schools and 

students. For example, Action 2.2.3 includes incorporating disaster preparedness education into 

K-12 school curriculum, Action T 1.2.3 launches a “Safe Path to School and Park” program to 

reduce speeds and create safer crosswalks, and Action GC 2.2.1 proposes partnering with local 

schools to provide training in the sustainability sector (energy, energy efficiency, transportation, 

waste, and urban management areas). Therefore, no impact would occur.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
87  Montebello Unified School District, “Our Schools.” Available online at: 

https://www.montebello.k12.ca.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=2209015&type=d&pREC_ID=2194651. 
Accessed October 16, 2025.  
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

iv.  Parks?     

No Impact. The City has five parks and a golf course that provide a variety of recreation 

opportunities.88 Parks include the Bell Gardens John Anson Ford Park (includes the Bell Gardens 

Sports Complex and Bell Gardens Golf Course), Bell Gardens Veterans Park, Gallant Park, and the 

Julia Russ Asmus Park, Marlow Park.89 Implementation of the CAP would not facilitate growth 

beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan. The CAP would not increase demand for public 

services or facilities or generate a need for new, physically altered governmental facilities, the 

construction of which would result in significant impacts to the environment. The CAP would not 

have an adverse impact on acceptable service ratios or other performative objectives for parks. 

Rather, the CAP proposes multiple actions that will benefit parks. These actions include Action T 

1.2.3, the “Safe Path to School and Park” program, Action R 1.1.3, which proposes creating shading 

structures in public areas, including park playgrounds, picnic and waiting areas, and Action RA 

1.2.6, which adds micro-cooling hubs (shade, water, Wi-Fi) in every park over ½ acre. Therefore, 

no impact would occur.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

v.  Other public facilities?     

No Impact. Implementation of the CAP would not facilitate growth beyond what was anticipated 

in the General Plan. Therefore, it would not increase demand for public services or facilities or 

generate a need for new physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would 

result in significant impacts to the environment. The CAP would not have an adverse impact on 

 
88  City of Bell Gardens, Bell Gardens General Plan: Open Space and Recreation Element, 1995. Available online at: 

https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-development/planning/general-plan, 
accessed October 16, 2025. 

89  Ibid. 
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acceptable service ratios, response times, or other performative objectives for any public services. 

Therefore, no impact would occur.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  
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3.3.16. Recreation 

Environmental Setting 

Please refer to Environmental Setting above Section 3.3.15, Public Services. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations and policies exist at the state and local level with regard to recreation and include: 

 The Quimby Act (Gov. Code § 66477). Discussed in Section 3.3.15, Public Services.  

 City of Bell Gardens General Plan, Open Space and Recreation Element. Discussed in Section 3.3.15, 

Public Services. 

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 T 1.1.1: Align with the Circulation Element Update to upgrade protection features on existing main 

bike paths. 

 T 1.1.2: Connect Bell Gardens bike lanes to South Gate West Santa Ana Branch light rail station and LA 

River Bike Path through a bike/pedestrian bridge over I-710 and LA River. 

 T 1.1.3: Create a citywide plan to add and upgrade bike lanes, install bike racks and lockers, and place 

wayfinding signs at key hubs. Publish a public map showing planned bike lanes, protection types (e.g., 

Class II, III), and installation timelines. 

 RC 1.1.1: Replace turf with drought-tolerant plants and native landscaping at all municipal facilities 

and parks by 2030. 

 GC 1.1.1: Explore agreements with the electric utility to lease or co-develop land beneath and around 

power lines for safe, low-impact uses, such as walking/biking trails, native gardens, stormwater 

capture areas, or nurseries. 

 RA 1.1.3: Create shading structures in public areas, such as park playgrounds, picnic & waiting areas. 

 RA 1.2.6: Add micro-cooling hubs (shade, water, Wi-Fi) in every park over 1/2 acre. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated  

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project increase the use of 
existing neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational facilities such 
that substantial physical deterioration of 
the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The City has five parks and a golf course that provide a variety of 

recreation opportunities. Parks include the Bell Gardens John Anson Ford Park (includes the Bell 

Gardens Sports Complex and Bell Gardens Golf Course), Bell Gardens Veterans Park, Gallant Park, 

and the Julia Russ Asmus Park, Marlow Park. The City has two senior centers, the Bell Gardens Senior 

Center and the Veterans Park Senior Center.90 The City also has a Youth Center and a community 

garden.91 As discussed in Section 3.3.14, Population and Housing, Implementation of the CAP is not 

anticipated to directly or indirectly increase population or demand existing park and recreational 

facilities. As discussed in Section 3.3.15, Public Services, the CAP proposes multiple actions that will 

benefit parks; these actions include Action T 1.2.3, Action R 1.1.3, and Action RA 1.2.6. Additionally, 

implementation of actions proposed in the CAP would support planning for potential expansions of 

green spaces and expansion of recreational services, such as Actions RC 1.1.1, GC 1.1.1, T 1.1.1, T 1.1.2, 

and T 1.1.3. The CAP would not result in physical deterioration of park facilities or require new park 

facilities, the construction of which could cause physical environmental impacts. Rather, actions 

proposed in the CAP would improve and expand upon existing recreational facilities. Impacts to 

recreational resources would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
90  City of Bell Gardens, “Open Space and Recreation Element,” Bell Gardens General Plan, (1995). Available online 

at: https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/community-development/planning/general-plan. 
Accessed October 16, 2025. 

91  City of Bell Gardens, “Recreation & Community Services.” Available online at: 
https://www.bellgardens.org/government/city-departments/recreation-community-services. Accessed October 
16, 2025.  
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities, which 
might have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. See Section 3.3.15(a, iv) and Section 3.3.16(a), above. The CAP proposes 

multiple actions that support the expansion of green spaces and recreational services in the City. While 

these recreational services are proposed, implementation of the CAP is not anticipated to directly or 

indirectly increase population or demand for recreational facilities, and the implementation of these 

improvements would not have a significant effect on the environment. Therefore, impacts would be 

less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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3.3.17 Transportation 

Environmental Setting 

The City is currently served by a system of major highways, secondary highways, collector streets, and 

local streets that extend beyond the City boundaries into neighboring cities. The City is served by the Los 

Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro), that provides bus routes that travel through 

Gage Avenue, Eastern Avenue, Garfield Avenue, and Florence Avenue, as well as bus lines administered 

by the cities of Montebello and Commerce. The City has its own trolley service, the citywide fixed route 

public transportation service provides connections to Ford Park, Veterans Park, the Civic Center, Library, 

US Postal Office, Neighborhood Youth Center, and Eastern Avenue shopping center.  

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations and policies exist at the state, regional, and local levels as follows: 

Senate Bill 743. Discussed in Section 3.3.8, Greenhouse Gas Emissions. 

SCAG, 2024 RTP/SCS. Discussed in Section 3.3.3, Air Quality. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Circulation Element. The Circulation Element outlines Bell Gardens’ 

long-term vision for a balanced and efficient transportation system that enhances mobility, reduces 

emissions, and promotes equity. This element emphasizes creating a multi-modal network that supports 

walking, biking, and transit, while addressing traffic congestion and improving road safety. Key goals 

include improving regional connectivity, supporting transit-oriented development, and integrating 

transportation planning with land use and environmental justice objectives 

Discussion  

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 T 1.1.1: Align with the Circulation Element Update to upgrade protection features on existing main 

bike paths. 

 T 1.1.2: Connect Bell Gardens bike lanes to South Gate West Santa Ana Branch light rail station and LA 

River Bike Path through a bike/pedestrian bridge over I-710 and LA River. 

 T 1.1.3: Create a citywide plan to add and upgrade bike lanes, install bike racks and lockers, and place 

wayfinding signs at key hubs. Publish a public map showing planned bike lanes, protection types (e.g., 

Class II, III), and installation timelines. 
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 T 1.2.1: Repair and expand sidewalks and add street tree cover in heat-exposed blocks. 

 T 1.2.2: Add raised crosswalks, curb extensions, and pedestrian signals at high-injury intersections. 

 T 1.2.3: Launch “Safe Path to School and Park” program at four school zones and city parks with speed-

reduction designs and safe crosswalks. 

 T 1.2.4: Update bus maps, schedules, and website for easy access and trip planning. 

 T 1.2.5: Apply for federal and state grant funding to support transportation decarbonization. 

 T.2.1.1: Update a municipal fleet inventory and design a phased fleet electrification plan. 

 T.2.1.2: Design a roadmap to electrify light- and heavy-duty trucks by 2045. 

 T 2.1.3: Plan for new light- and heavy-duty truck purchases to be electric starting from 2027, according 

to State mandates. 

 T 2.1.4: Aim for new light-duty vehicle purchases to be zero-emission vehicles by 2035, according to 

State mandates. 

 T 2.2.1: Develop a plan to install an appropriate number of level-2 and level-3 chargers to support the 

ZEV municipal fleet and community transition. 

 T 2.3.1: Design a phased fleet plan for the Town Trolley to zero-emissions alternatives. 

 T 2.3.2: Seek to prioritize contracting with a third party that has a zero-emission fleet. 

 T 2.3.3: Apply for federal and state grant funding to support EV transition and charging infrastructure. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project conflict with a 
program plan, ordinance or policy 
addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities? 

    

No Impact. The City is currently served by a system of major highways, secondary highways, collector 

streets, and local streets that extend beyond the City boundaries into neighboring cities. The City is 
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served by the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro), which provides bus 

routes that travel through Gage Avenue, Eastern Avenue, Garfield Avenue, and Florence Avenue, as 

well as bus lines administered by the cities of Montebello and Commerce. The City has its own trolley 

service, the citywide fixed route public transportation service provides connections to Ford Park, 

Veterans Park, the Civic Center, Library, US Postal Office, Neighborhood Youth Center, and Eastern 

Avenue shopping center. 

The CAP contains numerous actions pertaining to transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities, 

as listed above. The CAP supports State GHG reduction goals pertaining to reducing VMT, such as SB 

743, through pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure improvements, the promotion of EVs/provision of 

EV charging infrastructure, and reducing dependency on private transportation. While the 

implementation of these actions could temporarily increase VMT to these subsequent CAP action sites, 

the VMT and emissions generated would be temporary and negligible. Ultimately, the CAP would 

improve the operation of the circulation system in several ways through fewer vehicle trips on 

roadways and highways, and higher numbers of transit riders, bicyclists, and pedestrians. The CAP 

would not conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the circulation system, and 

instead aligns with adopted plans already in place. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project conflict or be 
inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines 
section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. In response to the implementation of State CEQA Guidelines section 

15064.3, subdivision (b)(1) - Land Use Projects; vehicle miles traveled exceeding an applicable threshold 

of significance may indicate a significant impact. Generally, projects within one-half mile of either an 

existing major transit stop or a stop along an existing high-quality transit corridor should be presumed 

to cause a less than significant transportation impact. Projects that decrease vehicle miles traveled 

(VMT) in the project area compared to existing conditions should be presumed to have a less than 

significant transportation impact. 

Implementation of the CAP would not result in long-term operational increases in vehicular traffic 

along roadways in the City. Implementation of the CAP would not induce substantial population or 

employment growth in the City, and therefore, it would not be a source of consistent, long-term 
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increases to VMT. Construction activities associated with the implementation of CAP actions, such as 

but not limited to Actions T 1.1.2, T 1.1.3, T 1.2.1, and T 1.2.2, would be minimal and would not require 

large construction crews, resulting in a small number of construction-related trips to and from future 

CAP action sites. Similarly, while retrofitting existing buildings would introduce new vehicle trips, this 

increase in vehicle movement would be dispersed throughout the City and would not be to a 

substantial degree that more than 110 trips are generated per day. Therefore, the CAP would not 

conflict or be inconsistent with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b). The GHG reduction measures 

proposed in the CAP would improve the operations of the circulation system in several ways, such as 

reducing vehicle trips on roadways and highways, and increasing the number of public transit riders, 

bicyclists, and pedestrians. Any temporary VMT increases associated with construction activities 

would be offset by the overall net benefit of reducing the long-term rate of VMT and associated 

reductions in GHG emissions. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project substantially increase 
hazards due to a geometric design feature 
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., 
farm equipment)? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The CAP does not propose any physical improvements or future 

development that would increase geometric design hazards and incompatible uses. Although some 

CAP actions, such as Actions T 1.1.2 and T 1.1.3, would involve roadway improvements, these actions 

would increase safety and accessibility for pedestrians and bicyclists once operational. Additionally, 

these actions would be subject to City review to ensure that the proposed action is consistent with the 

City’s design guidelines and would not increase hazards or be incompatible with surrounding uses. 

As such, impacts related to increasing hazards due to design or incompatible uses would be less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project result in inadequate 
emergency access?     

Less than Significant Impact. As previously discussed in Section 3.3.17(a), above, while the 

implementation of actions proposed in the CAP could temporarily increase VMT to these CAP action 

sites, the VMT and emissions generated would be temporary and negligible; ultimately, the CAP would 

improve the operation of the circulation system in several ways through fewer vehicle trips on 

roadways and highways and higher numbers of transit riders, bicyclists, and pedestrians. Future 

actions associated with the implementation of the CAP would be subject to the City’s design guidelines 

and standards, and the final design must be approved by the City to ensure adequate emergency access. 

As such, impacts related to emergency access would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  
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3.3.18 Tribal Cultural Resources 

Regulatory Framework 

The regulations that guide the consideration and treatment of tribal cultural resources include: 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52). AB 52 was approved on September 25, 2014. The act amended California PRC 

Section 5097.94, and added PRC Sections 21073, 21074, 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, 21082.3, 21083.09, 21084.2, and 

21084.3. The primary intent of AB 52 is to involve California Native American Tribes early in the 

environmental review process and to establish a category of resources related to Native Americans, known 

as tribal cultural resources, that require consideration under CEQA. PRC Section 21074(a)(1) and (2) defines 

tribal cultural resources as “sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with 

cultural value to a California Native American Tribe” that are either included or determined to be eligible 

for inclusion in the California Register or included in a local register of historical resources, or a resource 

that is determined to be a tribal cultural resource by a lead agency, in its discretion and supported by 

substantial evidence. A tribal cultural resource is further defined by PRC Section 20174(b) as a cultural 

landscape that meets the criteria of subdivision (a) to the extent that the landscape is geographically defined 

in terms of the size and scope of the landscape. PRC Section 20174(c) provides that a historical resource 

described in Section 21084.1, a unique archaeological resource as defined in subdivision (g) of Section 

21083.2, or a “nonunique archaeological resource” as defined in subdivision (h) of Section 21083.2 may also 

be a tribal cultural resource if it conforms with the criteria of subdivision (a). 

PRC Section 21080.3.1 requires that, within 14 days of a lead agency determining that an application for a 

project is complete, or a decision by a public agency to undertake a project, the lead agency provide formal 

notification to the designated contact, or a tribal representative, of California Native American Tribes that 

are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the project (as defined in PRC Section 

21073) and who have requested in writing to be informed by the lead agency of projects within their 

geographic area of concern.92 Tribes interested in consultation must respond in writing within 30 days 

from receipt of the lead agency’s formal notification, and the lead agency must begin consultation within 

30 days of receiving the tribe’s request for consultation.93 

PRC Section 21082.3(c)(1) states that any information, including, but not limited to, the location, 

description, and use of the tribal cultural resources, that is submitted by a California Native American tribe 

during the environmental review process shall not be included in the environmental document or 

otherwise disclosed by the lead agency or any other public agency to the public without the prior consent 

 
92  Public Resources Code, Section 21080.3.1(b) and (c). 
93  Public Resources Code, Sections 21080.3.1(d) and 21080.3.1(e) 
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of the tribe that provided the information. If the lead agency publishes any information submitted by a 

California Native American tribe during the consultation or environmental review process, that 

information shall be published in a confidential appendix to the environmental document unless the tribe 

that provided the information consents, in writing, to the disclosure of some or all of the information to the 

public. 

Senate Bill 18 (SB 18). As of March 1, 2005, SB 18 (Government Code Sections 65352.3 and 65352.4) requires 

that, prior to the adoption or amendment of a general plan proposed on or after March 1, 2005, a city or 

county must consult with Native American tribes with respect to the possible preservation of, or the 

mitigation of impacts to, specified Native American places, features, and objects located within that 

jurisdiction. 

California Public Resources Code. California PRC Section 5097.98, as amended by Assembly Bill 2641, 

provides procedures in the event human remains of Native American origin are discovered during project 

implementation. PRC Section 5097.98 requires that no further disturbances occur in the immediate vicinity 

of the discovery, that the discovery is adequately protected according to generally accepted cultural and 

archaeological standards, and that further activities take into account the possibility of multiple burials. 

PRC Section 5097.98 further requires the NAHC, upon notification by a County Coroner, to designate and 

notify a Most Likely Descendant (MLD) regarding the discovery of Native American human remains. Once 

the MLD has been granted access to the site by the landowner and has inspected the discovery, the MLD 

then has 48 hours to provide recommendations to the landowner for the treatment of the human remains 

and any associated grave goods. In the event that no descendant is identified, or the descendant fails to 

make a recommendation for disposition, or if the landowner rejects the recommendation of the descendant, 

the landowner may, with appropriate dignity, reinter the remains and burial items on the property in a 

location that will not be subject to further disturbance. 

PRC Section 5097.99 prohibits acquisition or possession of Native American artifacts or human remains 

taken from a Native American grave or cairn after January 1, 1984, except in accordance with an agreement 

reached with the NAHC. 

PRC Section 5097.5 provides protection for tribal resources on public lands, where Section 5097.5(a) states, 

in part, that: 

No person shall knowingly and willfully excavate upon, or remove, destroy, injure, or deface, any 
historic or prehistoric ruins, burial grounds, archaeological or vertebrate paleontological site, 
including fossilized footprints, inscriptions made by human agency, rock art, or any other 
archaeological, paleontological or historical feature, situated on public lands, except with the express 
permission of the public agency having jurisdiction over the lands. 
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Discussion 

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

The CAP does not contain any goals or policies directly related to tribal cultural resources.  

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a. Would the project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a 
tribal cultural resource, defined in Public 
Resources Code section 21074 as either a 
site, feature, place, cultural landscape that 
is geographically defined in terms of the 
size and scope of the landscape, sacred 
place, or object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and 
that is: 

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 
5020.1(k)? 

ii.  A resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, to 
be significant pursuant to criteria set 
forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In 
applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resource 
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency 
shall consider the significance of the 
resource to a California Native 
American tribe? 

    

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Impacts related to historical 

resources are evaluated in Section 3.3.5, Cultural Resources. The CAP would not have an adverse 

effect on any resources or structures identified on the California Register of Historical Resources 

or on the City’s Historic Registry. While some minor ground disturbance could result from the 
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implementation of CAP, such as turf replacement, tree planting, or retrofitting irrigation systems 

in previously disturbed or landscaped areas, ground disturbing activities would likely not occur 

substantially below grade.  

On May 27, 2025, the City submitted a Local Government Tribal Consultation List Request to the 

Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for the Project. On June 23, 2025, the NAHC 

responded and provided a list of tribes to contact for tribal consultation. On October 7, 2025, the 

City contacted the list of tribes by certified mail and e-mail to offer the tribes an opportunity for 

tribal consultation on the Project. To date, one tribe, the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians - Kizh 

Nation, has requested consultation on the Project. This consultation is being coordinated between 

the City and the tribe (see Appendix A, Tribal Consultation). 

No heavy ground disturbance or subsurface excavation is proposed by the Project. While some 

minor ground disturbance could result from the implementation of the CAP, such as turf 

replacement, tree planting, or retrofitting irrigation systems in previously disturbed or landscaped 

areas, ground disturbing activities would not occur substantially below grade. However, these 

future actions following the adoption of the CAP could potentially unearth tribal cultural resources 

during construction. Because implementation of the CAP includes the potential for activities at 

previously undisturbed depths, the potential for discovery of previously unidentified Tribal 

Cultural Resources exists. Mitigation Measure MM TCR-1 would require steps to identify 

resources and prepare a mitigation plan on a case-by-case basis. Implementation of Mitigation 

Measure MM TCR-1 would reduce impacts to less than significant levels. 

PRC Section 5024.1(c) considers a resource to be culturally significant if it (1) is associated with 

events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattens of California’s history and 

cultural heritage; (2) is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; (3) embodies the 

distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or represents the 

work of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values; or (4) has yielded, or 

may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.  

As discussed in Section 3.3.5, Cultural Resources, the City is largely developed and has been 

determined to have a low potential for archaeological resource discovery in the area. However, 

future actions associated with the implementation of the CAP may involve ground disturbance, 

which has the potential to impact previously unidentified tribal cultural resources (TCRs). While 

no tribal consultation has been requested to date, consultation could occur and provide more 

detailed information about the potential presence of tribal cultural resources within the City. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measures MM TCR-1 provides a plan for handling TCRs in the 
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event of accidental discovery. As such, with mitigation, the Project would have a less than 

significant impact on tribal cultural resources. 

Mitigation Measures: 

MM TCR-1 In the event that a cultural resource of Native American origin is identified during 

project-related ground disturbance, the City of Bell Gardens, as Lead Agency, shall 

consult with local Native American tribes who have requested notification of 

projects under AB 52. If the City, in consultation with the local Native American 

tribe(s), determines that the resource is a tribal cultural resource and thus 

significant under CEQA, a mitigation plan shall be prepared and implemented in 

accordance with state guidelines and in consultation with representatives of the 

Native American tribe(s). The mitigation plan may include, but would not be 

limited to, avoidance, capping in place, excavation and removal of the resource, 

interpretive displays, sensitive area signage, or other mutually agreed upon 

measures. 
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3.3.19 Utilities and Service Systems 

Environmental Setting 

The City is served by the following utility and service systems. 

Water 

The City and Golden State Water Company deliver water to residents in the City.94 Potable water is 

supplied from two main sources: local groundwater pumped from the Central Basin and purchased water 

from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. Recycled water is also supplied to the City. 

Wastewater 

Wastewater in the Bell-Bell Gardens System is collected by gravity sewers and lift stations owned by the 

City and Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (LACSD).95 The wastewater is transported out of the 

service area through trunk sewers to LACSD’s Los Coyotes Water Reclamation Plant (WRP) in Cerritos for 

treatment.  

Stormwater 

The City’s storm water system is designed to prevent flooding on streets and sidewalks by capturing flows 

and conveying them to the nearest storm drain. The City’s stormwater system is maintained by the Los 

Angeles County Flood Control District.96 

Solid Waste 

The City contracts with Athens Services for disposal of solid waste, recyclables, and green waste. Most 

solid waste (69 percent) is disposed of at three landfills: El Sobrante Landfill, Frank R. Bowerman Sanitary 

Landfill, and the Mid-Valley Sanitary Landfill.97 

 
94  Tully and Young, Inc. & Zanjero, Bell-Bell Gardens Service Area 2020 Urban Water Management Plan. Available 

online at: https://www.gswater.com/sites/main/files/file-attachments/bell-
bell_gardens_2020_uwmp_0.pdf?1624993808. Accessed September 11, 2025. 

95  Ibid. 
96  Los Angeles County Public Works, “Los Angeles County Storm Drain System.” Available online at: 

https://pw.lacounty.gov/fcd/StormDrain/index.cfm. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
97  California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle), “Jurisdiction Disposal by Facility: Bell 

Gardens 2019.” Available online at: https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/LGCentral/DisposalReporting/Destination/D
isposalByFacility. Accessed September 10, 2025. 
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Electricity, Gas, and Telecommunications 

Southern California Edison (SCE) provides electricity, and Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) 

provides gas service within the City.98, 99 Telecommunication services are provided by a variety of service 

providers, such as AT&T and Spectrum. 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations and policies exist at the state and local level with regard to utilities and service systems, and 

include: 

Safe Drinking Water Act. The Safe Drinking Water Act ensures the quality of Americans' drinking water. 

The law requires actions to protect drinking water and its sources (e.g., rivers, lakes, reservoirs, springs, 

and groundwater wells) and applies to public water systems serving 25 or more people. It authorizes the 

U.S. EPA to set national health-based standards for drinking water to protect against both naturally 

occurring and manmade contaminants. In addition, it oversees the states, municipalities, and water 

suppliers that implement the standards. U.S. EPA standards are developed as a Maximum Contaminant 

Level (MCL) for each chemical or microbe. The MCL is the concentration that is not anticipated to produce 

adverse health effects after a lifetime of exposure, based upon toxicity data and risk assessment principles. 

U.S. EPA’s goal in setting MCLs is to ensure that even small violations for a period of time do not pose a 

significant risk to the public's health over the long run. National Primary Drinking Water Regulations 

(NPDWRs) are legally enforceable standards that limit the levels of contaminants in drinking water 

supplied by public water systems. Secondary standards are non-enforceable guidelines regulating 

contaminants that may cause cosmetic effects (such as skin or tooth discoloration) or aesthetic effects (such 

as taste, odor, or color) in drinking water. U.S. EPA recommends secondary standards to water systems, 

but does not require systems to comply. However, states may choose to adopt them as enforceable 

standards. California has adopted secondary standards in Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations 

(CCR). 

Clean Water Act. The primary goals of the Federal Clean Water Act (CWA), 33 USC §§ 1251, et seq. (CWA) 

are to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation’s waters and to 

make all surface waters fishable and swimmable. The CWA forms the basic national framework for the 

management of water quality and the control of pollutant discharges. The CWA sets forth a number of 

 
98  Southern California Gas Company, “List of Cities and Communities Served.” Available online at: 

https://www.socalgas.com/documents/regulatory/bill-inserts/cities.pdf. Accessed September 10, 2025. 
99  Southern California Edison, “Southern California Edison’s Service Area.” Available online at: 

https://download.newsroom.edison.com/create_memory_file/?f_id=5cc32d492cfac24d21aecf4c&content_verified
=True. Accessed September 10, 2025. 
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objectives in order to achieve the above-mentioned goals. The CWA objectives include regulating pollutant 

and toxic pollutant discharges; providing for water quality that protects and fosters the propagation of fish, 

shellfish, and wildlife; developing waste treatment management plans; and developing and implementing 

programs for the control of non-point sources pollution. 

California Integrated Waste Management Act (AB 939). The California Integrated Waste Management Act 

of 1989 (Assembly Bill [AB] 939), as amended, was enacted to reduce, recycle, and reuse solid waste 

generated in the state. AB 939 requires city and county jurisdictions to divert 50 percent of the total waste 

stream from landfill disposal. AB 939 also requires each city and county to promote source reduction, 

recycling, and safe disposal or transformation. AB 939 further requires each city and county to conduct a 

Solid Waste Generation Study and to prepare a Source Reduction and Recycling Element to describe how 

it would reach these goals. The Source Reduction and Recycling Element contains programs and policies 

for fulfillment of the goals of AB 939, including the above-noted diversion goals, and must be updated 

annually to account for changing market and infrastructure conditions. As projects and programs are 

implemented, the characteristics of the waste stream, the capacities of the current solid waste disposal 

facilities, and the operational status of those facilities are upgraded, as appropriate. California cities and 

counties are required to submit annual reports to CalRecycle to update their progress toward the AB 939 

goals. 

California Green Building Standards Code. Although not originally aimed at reducing GHG emissions, 

CCR Title 24 Part 6: California’s Energy Efficiency Standards for Residential and Nonresidential Buildings (Title 

24) was first adopted in 1978 in response to a legislative mandate to reduce California’s energy 

consumption. Since then, Title 24 has been amended to recognize that energy-efficient buildings require 

less electricity and reduce fuel consumption, which subsequently reduces GHG emissions. The current 2022 

Title 24 standards were adopted, among other reasons, to respond to the requirements of AB 32. 

Specifically, new development projects constructed within California after January 1, 2023, are subject to 

the mandatory planning and design, energy efficiency, water efficiency and conservation, material 

conservation and resources efficiency, and environmental quality measures of the California Green 

Building Standards (CalGreen) Code (CCR Title 24, Part 11). Title 24 standards are updated triennially; the 

next update is scheduled to be adopted in 2025 and will take effect on January 1, 2026 

City of Bell Gardens, 2020 Urban Water Management Plan. Adopted July 17, 2021, the City’s 2020 Urban 

Water Management Plan (2020 UWMP) complies with the Urban Water Management Planning Act 

(UWMPA) requirements for urban water supplies. The 2020 UWMP addresses GSWC’s water management 

planning efforts to assure adequate water supplies to meet forecast demands over the next 25 years. As 

required by the UWMPA, GSWC’s 2020 UWMP specifically assesses the availability of its supplies to meet 

forecast water uses during average, single-dry and five consecutive drought years through 2045. 
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Verification that future demands will not exceed supplies and assuring the availability of supplies in dry-

year conditions are critical outcomes of this 2020 UWMP. 

City of Bell Gardens General Plan – Conservation Element. Discussed in Section 3.3.4, Biological 

Resources. 

Discussion 

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 BE 1.1.1: Conduct a solar storage feasibility study for municipal buildings. 

 BE 1.1.2: Continue partnering with the casino to install solar panels. 

 BE 1.1.3: Issue a single, citywide procurement for design, installation, and long-term maintenance of 

the selected solar battery projects (where applicable). 

 BE 1.1.4: Install and commission the systems with energy-management controls to track renewable 

generation and bill savings. 

 BE 2.1.1: Retrofit existing centers with rooftop solar and battery storage. 

 BE 2.1.2: Ensure every present and future cooling site can operate during grid outages. 

 BE 2.1.3: Require 72-hour island-mode at cooling centers. 

 BE 2.2.1: Conduct an energy storage feasibility study for municipal buildings and critical facilities. 

 BE 2.2.2: Pursue resilience grants from the state and federal government, utility incentive programs, 

and partnership financing arrangements. 

 BE 2.2.3: Install and connect batteries and link them to rooftop solar, set up charging, and discharging 

mechanisms for peak-shaving. 

 BE 3.1.1: Explore energy-efficient measures in all new construction and encourage LEED certifications. 

 BE 3.1.2: Offer expedited permitting to encourage the adoption of net-zero energy-ready standards to 

new developments. 

 BE 3.1.3: Offer expedited permitting and reduced fees for all remodels and renovations that reduce 

natural gas consumption and switch to electric systems. 
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 BE 3.2.1: Create a resource hub for business owners and homeowners about all financial incentives and 

rebates for on-site electricity generation, storage, and building efficiency. 

 BE 3.2.2: Develop and share materials to inform residents and businesses about solar incentives, 

potential cost savings, and environmental advantages. 

 BE 4.1.1: Complete energy & water audits for municipal buildings. 

 BE 4.1.2: Launch a phased retrofit program for all interior/exterior lighting with LEDs, replace aging 

HVACs with high-efficiency heat pumps, upgrade insulation and cool-roof coatings, and other 

envelope projects. 

 BE 4.1.3: Install smart thermostats, sensor controls, and energy monitoring devices. 

 BE 4.1.4: Include GHG emission savings and long-term cost savings when evaluating capital 

investments in municipal buildings. 

 T 1.2.5: Apply for federal and state grant funding to support transportation decarbonization. 

 T.2.1.1: Update a municipal fleet inventory and design a phased fleet electrification plan. 

 T.2.1.2: Design a roadmap to electrify light- and heavy-duty trucks by 2045. 

 T 2.1.3: Plan for new light- and heavy-duty truck purchases to be electric starting from 2027, according 

to State mandates. 

 T 2.2.1: Develop a plan to install an appropriate number of level-2 and level-3 chargers to support the 

ZEV municipal fleet and community transition. 

 T 2.3.1: Design a phased fleet plan for the Town Trolley to zero-emissions alternatives. 

 T 2.3.2: Seek to prioritize contracting with a third party that has a zero-emission fleet. 

 T 2.3.3: Apply for federal and state grant funding to support EV transition and charging infrastructure. 

 RC 1.1.2: Design a policy for all new commercial developments to incorporate and maintain water-

efficient, native landscaping within their property boundaries by offering accelerated permitting to 

projects that submit compliant landscape plans. 
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 RC 1.1.3: Continue to require all new developments and major renovations to meet Model Water 

Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) standards, including use of water-efficient & native plants, 

drip irrigation, and moisture sensors. 

 RC 1.2.3: Launch an education campaign for residents, commercial, and industrial property owners 

about incentives & rebates for water efficiency upgrades. 

 RC 2.1.1: Initiate a conversation with commercial landlords to encourage dedicated waste bins in 

commercial areas, which would facilitate commercial tenants to sort generated waste. 

 RC 2.1.2: Install dedicated waste bins in municipal buildings and require sorting of generated waste. 

 RC 2.1.3: Look for and apply for grants to supply free backyard compost bins and provide multilingual 

workshops on composting basics and odor control. 

 RC 2.1.4: Host a workshop with multifamily landlords to ensure that every multifamily property has 

visible, labeled bins for trash and recycling. 

 RC 2.1.5: Meet CalRecycle standards for waste diversion. 

 RC 2.2.1: Require all construction and demolition projects over 1,000 square feet to divert waste 

materials, such as concrete, wood, and metal, from landfills by recycling or reusing them. 

 GC 1.1.1: Explore agreements with the electric utility to lease or co-develop land beneath and around 

power lines for safe, low-impact uses, such as walking/biking trails, native gardens, stormwater 

capture areas, or nurseries. 

 GC 2.2.1: Partner with local schools such as LA Trade-Tech College, nonprofits (GRID Alternatives, 

WERC), and unions to provide certified training in energy, energy efficiency, transportation, waste, 

and urban management areas. 

 RA 1.2.2: Continue to maintain existing cooling center locations. 

 RA 1.2.3: Designate/retrofit at least two more public facilities (library, senior center, recreation center, 

one school gym) with backup power & extended hours. 

 RA 1.2.5: Include cool roofs standard for newly constructed municipal buildings and for major 

renovations of municipal buildings. 

 RA 1.2.6: Add micro-cooling hubs (shade, water, Wi-Fi) in every park over 1/2 acre. 
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 RA 2.1.2: Promote new construction and building retrofits that incorporate storm-resilient materials, 

energy-efficient design, renewable energy systems, and battery storage. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project require or result in the 
relocation or construction of new or 
expanded water, wastewater treatment or 
storm water drainage, electric power, 
natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or relocation of 
which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

    

No Impact. The City and Golden State Water Company deliver water to residents in the City.100 

Potable water is supplied from two main sources: local groundwater pumped from the Central Basin 

and purchased water from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. Recycled water is 

also supplied to the City. According to the 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, water supplies are 

estimated to meet demands in normal, single dry years, and five consecutive dry year conditions 

through the year 2045.101 

Wastewater in the Bell-Bell Gardens System is collected by gravity sewers and lift stations owned by 

the City of Bell Gardens and the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (LACSD).102 The wastewater 

is transported out of the service area through trunk sewers to LACSD’s Los Coyotes Water Reclamation 

Plant (WRP) in Cerritos for treatment. The Los Coyotes WRP provides primary, secondary, and tertiary 

treatment for an average dry weather flow (DWF) design capacity of 37.5 million gallons of wastewater 

per day (mgd). 

The City’s storm water system is designed to prevent flooding on streets and sidewalks by capturing 

flows and conveying them to the nearest storm drain. The City’s stormwater system is maintained by 

the Los Angeles County Flood Control District.103 

 
100  Tully and Young, Inc. & Zanjero, Bell-Bell Gardens Service Area 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, (2020). 

Available online at: https://www.gswater.com/sites/main/files/file-attachments/bell-
bell_gardens_2020_uwmp_0.pdf?1624993808. Accessed September 11, 2025. 

101  Ibid. 
102  Ibid. 
103  Los Angeles County Public Works, “Los Angeles County Storm Drain System.” Available online at: 

https://pw.lacounty.gov/fcd/StormDrain/index.cfm. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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Southern California Edison (SCE) provides electricity, and Southern California Gas Company 

(SoCalGas) provides gas service within the City.104, 105 Telecommunication services are provided by 

a variety of service providers, such as AT&T and Spectrum. 

Implementation of the CAP would not result in the approval of any physical improvements or future 

development that would require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, 

wastewater treatment, or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications 

facilities. The CAP provides multiple actions that support the conservation of water (such as Actions 

RC 1.1.3, RC 1.2.1, and RC 1.2.2), the promotion of renewable, more efficient energy (such as Actions 

BE 2.2.3, BE 3.1.1., BE 3.1.3, and BE 4.1.2), as well as the provision of EV charging infrastructure (such 

as Actions T 2.2.1, T 2.2.3). Therefore, the Project would result in no impacts related to the relocation 

or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater treatment, or storm water drainage, electric 

power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project have sufficient water 
supplies available to serve the project 
and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry and 
multiple dry years? 

    

No Impact. The City of Bell Gardens and Golden State Water Company deliver water to residents in 

the City.106 Potable water is supplied from two main sources: local groundwater pumped from the 

Central Basin and purchased water from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. 

Recycled water is also supplied to the City. According to the 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, 

 
104  Southern California Gas Company, “List of Cities and Communities Served.” Available online at: 

https://www.socalgas.com/documents/regulatory/bill-inserts/cities.pdf. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
105  Southern California Edison, “Southern California Edison’s Service Area.” Available online at: 

https://download.newsroom.edison.com/create_memory_file/?f_id=5cc32d492cfac24d21aecf4c&content_verified
=True. Accessed September 11, 2025. 

106  Tully and Young, Inc. & Zanjero, Bell-Bell Gardens Service Area 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, (2020). 
Available online at: https://www.gswater.com/sites/main/files/file-attachments/bell-
bell_gardens_2020_uwmp_0.pdf?1624993808. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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water supplies are estimated to meet demands in normal, single dry years, and five consecutive dry 

year conditions through the year 2045. 

The CAP establishes goals, strategies, and actions to reduce GHG emissions and transition the City into 

a more climate-resilient community. The Project would not result in an increase in demand for water. 

Rather, multiple actions proposed in the CAP would conserve water and increase water efficiency. As 

discussed in Section 3.3.14, Population and Housing, the CAP would not induce substantial 

unplanned population growth in the City. As such, implementation of the CAP would not impact 

water availability and supply in the City. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project result in a 
determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider, which serves or 
may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project’s 
projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 

    

No Impact. Wastewater in the Bell-Bell Gardens System is collected by gravity sewers and lift stations 

owned by the City of Bell Gardens and the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (LACSD).107 The 

wastewater is transported out of the service area through trunk sewers to LACSD’s Los Coyotes Water 

Reclamation Plant (WRP) in Cerritos for treatment. The Los Coyotes WRP provides primary, 

secondary, and tertiary treatment for an average dry weather flow (DWF) design capacity of 37.5 

million gallons of wastewater per day (mgd). 

The CAP establishes goals, strategies, and actions to reduce GHG emissions and transition the City into 

a more climate-resilient community. The Project does not propose any physical development or 

improvements that would result in an increase in demand for utility services and/or result in the need 

for new wastewater facilities. As discussed in Section 3.3.14, Population and Housing, the Project 

would not induce substantial unplanned population growth in the City. The CAP would not result in 

 
107  Ibid. 
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a determination by the LACSD that the Los Coyotes WRP would not be able to accommodate the 

Project in addition to its existing commitments. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project generate solid waste 
in excess of State or local standards, or 
in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the 
attainment of solid waste reduction 
goals? 

    

e.  Would the project comply with federal, 
state, and local management and 
reduction statutes and regulations 
related to solid waste? 

    

No Impact. The City contracts with Athens Services for disposal of solid waste, recyclables, and green 

waste. The majority of solid waste (69 percent) is disposed of at three landfills: El Sobrante Landfill, 

Frank R. Bowerman Sanitary Landfill, and the Mid-Valley Sanitary Landfill.108 The three landfills 

where a majority of solid waste from the City is disposed have a remaining capacity of: 121,083,583 

cubic yards (CY) for El Sobrante Landfill;109 160,896,082 CY for Frank R. Bowerman Sanitary 

Landfill;110 and 54,219,377 CY for the Mid-Valley Sanitary Landfill.111  

The CAP establishes goals, strategies, and actions to reduce GHG emissions and transition the City into 

a more climate-resilient community. The Project does not propose any physical improvements or 

 
108  California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle), “Jurisdiction Disposal by Facility: Bell 

Gardens 2019.” Available online at: 
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/LGCentral/DisposalReporting/Destination/DisposalByFacility. Accessed 
September 10, 2025. 

109  California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle), “SWIS Facility/Site Activity Details El 
Sobrante Landfill.” Available online at: 
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/2280?siteID=2402.Accessed September 10, 2025. 

110  California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle), “SWIS Facility/Site Activity Details 
Frank R. Bowerman Landfill.” Available at: 
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/2767?siteID=2103. Accessed September 10, 2025. 

111  California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle), “SWIS Facility/Site Activity Details 
Mid-Valley Sanitary Landfill.” Available online at: 
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/1880?siteID=2662. Accessed September 10, 2025. 
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development and would result in a substantive increase in solid waste that exceeds State or local 

standards, nor would implementation of the CAP exceed the capacity of the landfills that serve the 

City. In addition, as discussed in Section 3.3.14, Population and Housing, the Project would not induce 

unplanned population growth in the City. Further, the CAP includes actions that promote waste 

diversion and educate the community on waste management and recycling, such as Actions RC 2.1.1, 

RC 2.1.2, RC 2.1.3, RC 2.1.4, and RC 2.2.1, listed above. All CAP actions would be required to adhere 

to federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste, 

such as the California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 (AB 939). As such, compliance with 

these regulations ensures that the Project would not result in impacts that would exceed State and/or 

local standards, or exceed the capacity of the infrastructure serving the City.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  
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3.3.20 Wildfire 

Environmental Setting 

According to CAL FIRE, the City of Bell Gardens is not located in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity 

Zone.112 According to the Safety Element of the City’s General Plan, the City has a Multi-Hazard 

Functional Plan (MHFP) that outlines the responsibilities and procedures to follow in the event of an 

emergency or City-wide disaster.113 In addition, the City of Bell Gardens is located within the Los Angeles 

County Operational Area and maintains mutual aid agreements for emergency situations. The County’s 

Emergency Response Plan, adopted in 2012, establishes a coordinated emergency management system, 

which includes prevention, protection, response, recovery, and mitigation within the Operational Area.114 

Regulatory Framework 

Regulations and policies exist at the state and local level with regard to wildfire and include the following. 

Fire Hazard Severity Zones. CAL FIRE uses Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZs) to classify the anticipated 

fire-related hazard for SRAs. The classifications include Non-Wildland Non-Urban, Moderate, High, and 

Very High. These fire hazard measurements account for vegetation, topography, weather, crown fire 

production, and ember production and movement. 

Defensible Space Regulation (PRC § 4291). PRC § 4291 establishes requirements for any person who owns, 

leases, controls, operates, or maintains a building or structure in the state responsibility area.115 

California Code of Regulations, Title 24 (Building Standards Code). Discussed in Section 3.3.7, Geology 
and Soils. 

California Fire Service and Rescue Emergency Mutual Aid System. Discussed in Section 3.3.15, Public 
Services. 

 
112  CAL FIRE, Los Angeles County-State Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Available online at: 

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-
zones?itid=lk_inline_enhanced-template. Accessed September 11, 2025 

113  City of Bell Gardens, “Safety Element,” Bell Gardens General Plan, (1995). Available online at: 
https://www.bellgardens.org/home/showpublisheddocument/5723/637976183394330000. Accessed September 11, 
2025. 

114  County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County Operational Area Emergency Response Plan, (2023). Available online at: 
https://www.ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/County-of-Los-Angeles-OAEOP-2023-Final-for-
Website.pdf. Accessed September 11, 2025. 

115  California Public Resources Code § 4291. Available online at: 
https://california.public.law/codes/public_resources_code_section_4291. Accessed September 10, 2025.  
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City of Bell Gardens, Multi-Hazard Functional Plan. Discussed in Section 3.3.9, Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials. 

Los Angeles County, Emergency Response Plan. Discussed in Section 3.3.9, Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials. 

Discussion 

List of Applicable CAP Actions: 

 RA 1.1.1: Draft plan with clear activation triggers, roles, and heat-index thresholds. 

 RA 1.1.2: Incorporate LA County emergency test alert systems and add Spanish translations. 

 RA 1.2.1: Extend hours (10 AM to 8 PM

Orange. 

 RA 2.2.1: Create educational programs for City residents that teach disaster preparedness best practices 

and offer local guidance. 

 RA 2.2.2: Offer quarterly Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) + climate-resilience 

workshops, aiming to train 1,000 residents by 2028. 

 RA 2.2.3: Embed preparedness curriculum in all K-12 schools. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

If located in or near state responsibility areas 
or lands classified as very high fire hazard 
severity zones, would the project: 

a.  Substantially impair an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

    

b.  Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, would the project exacerbate 
wildfire risks and thereby expose project 
occupants to pollutant concentrations 
from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread 
of a wildfire? 
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c.  Would the project require the installation 
or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 
emergency water sources, power lines or 
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or 
ongoing impacts to the environment? 

    

d.  Would the project expose people or 
structures to significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire 
slope instability, or drainage changes? 

    

No Impact. The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) identifies and maps areas of 

significant fire hazard based on fuels, terrain, and other relevant factors. Wildfire risks in State 

Responsibility Areas (SRA) are called Fire Hazard Severity Zones and are grouped into unzoned, 

moderate, high, and very high zones.116 The City of Bell Gardens is located within a highly urbanized 

area of Los Angeles County; according to CAL FIRE, the City of Bell Gardens is not located in a Very 

High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.117 According to the Safety Element of the City’s General Plan, the 

City has a Multi-Hazard Functional Plan (MHFP) that outlines the responsibilities and procedures to 

follow in the event of an emergency or City-wide disaster.118 In addition, the City of Bell Gardens is 

located within the Los Angeles County Operational Area and maintains mutual aid agreements for 

emergency situations. The County’s Emergency Response Plan, adopted in 2012, establishes a 

coordinated emergency management system, which includes prevention, protection, response, 

recovery, and mitigation within the Operational Area.119 

The CAP establishes goals, strategies, and actions to reduce GHG emissions and transition the City into 

a more climate-resilient community and would not directly result in the approval of any physical 

improvements or future development that would substantially impair an emergency response plan or 

emergency evacuation plan, exacerbate wildfire risks, necessitate the installation or maintenance of 

 
116  See Cal. Code Regs., tit. 24, § 702A for a definition of “fire hazard severity zones.” 
117  CAL FIRE, Los Angeles County-State Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Available online at: 

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-
zones?itid=lk_inline_enhanced-template, accessed September 11, 2025 

118  City of Bell Gardens, “Safety Element,” Bell Gardens General Plan, (1995). Available online at: 
https://www.bellgardens.org/home/showpublisheddocument/5723/637976183394330000. Accessed September 11, 
2025. 

119  County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County Operational Area Emergency Response Plan, (2023). Available online at: 
https://www.ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/County-of-Los-Angeles-OAEOP-2023-Final-for-
Website.pdf. Accessed September 11, 2025. 
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infrastructure, or expose people or structures to significant risks as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 

instability, or drainage changes. Rather, the CAP supports disaster preparedness through actions such 

as BE 2.1.2, BE 2.1.3, RA 1.1.1, RA 1.1.2, RA 1.2.1 and through educating the community (Actions RA 

2.2.1, RA 2.2.2, RA 2.2.3). Future actions associated with the implementation of the CAP would be 

subject to the City’s design guidelines and standards and the final design must be approved by the City 

to ensure adequate emergency access is maintained. As such, implementation of the CAP would result 

in no impacts regarding wildfire. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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3.3.21 Mandatory Findings of Significance 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Does the project have the potential to 
substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause 
a fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate important 
examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 

    

Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. The City is predominantly comprised of 

urbanized development with minimal vacant properties. The Rio Hondo River borders the City to the 

east and the I-710 to the west. However, there are no SEAs, riparian habitats, or protected natural 

communities identified within the City. The CAP serves as a strategic roadmap to guide the City’s 

efforts to reduce GHG emissions, adapt to climate change, and promote sustainability throughout the 

community. The CAP outlines actionable strategies and initiatives that support Bell Gardens’ broader 

goals of environmental stewardship, economic vitality, and social equity. Aligned with State and 

regional climate goals, the CAP establishes a clear framework for achieving emission reduction targets 

and building resilience for the coming years. The Project would not substantially degrade the quality 

of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 

population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 

substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or 

eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. However, short-

term and temporary construction activities associated with the implementation of actions proposed in 

the CAP have the potential to impact habitat for migratory birds, cultural resources, paleontological 

resources, and tribal cultural resources. As such, Mitigation Measure BIO-1 requires CAP actions to 

take certain procedural steps that are consistent with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife. Mitigation Measure CUL-1 ensures that work in the immediate area 

of a potential archaeological find is halted until an archaeologist evaluates the find and determines 

appropriate subsequent procedures in order to protect an archaeological resource.  
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Mitigation Measure GEO-1 would ensure that development does not destroy a unique paleontological 

resource through monitoring by a qualified paleontologist. Mitigation Measure TCR-1 provides a plan 

for handling tribal cultural resources in the event of an accidental discovery. With the implementation 

of MM BIO-1, MM CUL-1, MM GEO-1, and MM TCR-1, direct and indirect impacts on protected 

nesting birds, cultural resources, paleontological resources, and tribal cultural resources, respectively, 

would be reduced to less than significant levels. 

Mitigation Measures: MM BIO-1, MM CUL-1, MM GEO-1, MM TCR-1. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? (“Cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental 
effects of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of 
past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable 
future projects)? 

    

Less Than Significant Impact. The CAP serves as a strategic roadmap to guide the City’s efforts to 

reduce GHG emissions, adapt to climate change, and promote sustainability throughout the 

community. Furthermore, the Project intends to establish goals, strategies, and actions that would 

reduce GHG emissions and transition the City into a climate-resilient community, which would 

indirectly improve the surrounding environmental conditions. The CAP would not result in 

cumulatively considerable impacts to the environment. Therefore, impacts would be less than 

significant.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Does the project have environmental 
effects which will cause substantial 
adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 

    

Less Than Significant Impact. As identified throughout the analysis, the CAP would not cause 

substantial adverse effects on human beings directly or indirectly. Rather, implementation of the 

Project would reduce GHG emissions and transition the City into a climate-resilient community. 

Impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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Chairperson

Reginald Pagaling
Chumash

STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom. Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

June 23, 2025

Adrian Flores
City of Bell Gardens

Via Email to: AFIores@bellaardens.org

Re: Native American Consultation, Pursuant to Senate Bill 18 (SB18), Government Codes
§65352.3 and §65352.4, as well as Assembly Bill 52 (AB52), Public Resources Codes §21080.1,

Yokay^Porno'Yuki §21080.3.1 and §21080.3.2, Bell Gardens Climate Action Plan & Transit Oriented Community
Nomlaki Specific Plan (Zoning Code Update) Project, Los Angeles County

Secretary

Sara Dutschke
Miwok

Parliamentarian
Wayne Nelson
Luiseno

Commissioner
Isaac Bojorquez
Ohlone-Costanoan

Commissioner
Stanley Rodriguez
Kumeyaay

Commissioner
Reid Milanovich
Cahuilla

Commissioner
Bennae Calac
Pauma-Yuima Band of
Luiseno Indians

Commissioner
Vacant

ActingExecutive
Secretary

Steven Quinn

NAHC HEADQUARTERS
1550 Harbor Boulevard
Suite 100
West Sacramento,
California 95691
(916) 373-3710
nahc@nahc.ca.gov

To Whom It May Concern:

Attached is a consultation list of tribes with traditional lands or cultural places located within
the boundaries of the above referenced counties or projects.

Government Codes §65352.3 and §65352.4 require local governments to consult with
California Native American tribes identified by the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) for the purpose of avoiding, protecting, and/or mitigating impacts to cultural
places when creating or amending General Plans, Specific Plans and Community Plans.

Public Resources Codes §21080.3.1 and §21080.3.2 requires public agencies to consult with
California Native American tribes identified by the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) for the purpose of avoiding, protecting, and/or mitigating impacts to tribal cultural
resources as defined, for California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) projects.

The law does not preclude local governments and agencies from initiating consultation with
the tribes that are culturally and traditionally affiliated within your jurisdiction. The NAHC
believes that this is the best practice to ensure that tribes are consulted commensurate with
the intent of the law.

Best practice for the AB52 process and in accordance with Public Resources Code
§21080.3.1(d), is to do the following:

Within 14 days of determining that an application for a project is complete or a decision by
a public agency to undertake a project, the lead agency shall provide formal notification
to the designated contact of, or a tribal representative of, traditionally and culturally
affiliated California Native American tribes that have requested notice, which shall be
accomplished by means of at least one written notification that includes a brief description
of the proposed project and its location, the lead agency contact information, and a
notification that the California Native American tribe has 30 days to request consultation
pursuant to this section.

The NAHC also recommends, but does not require that lead agencies include in their
notification letters, information regarding any cultural resources assessment that has been
completed on the area of potential affect (APE), such as:
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1. The results of any record search that may have been conducted at an Information Center of the
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), including, but not limited to:

• A listing of any and all known cultural resources have already been recorded on or adjacent to
the APE, such as known archaeological sites;

• Copies of any and all cultural resource records and study reports that may have been provided
by the Information Center as part of the records search response;

• Whether the records search indicates a low, moderate or high probability that unrecorded
cultural resources are located in the APE; and

• If a survey is recommended by the Information Center to determine whether previously
unrecorded cultural resources are present.

2. The results of any archaeological inventory survey that was conducted, including:

• Any report that may contain site forms, site significance, and suggested mitigation measures.

All information regarding site locations, Native American human remains, and associated funerary
objects should be in a separate confidential addendum, and not be made available for public
disclosure in accordance with Government Code Section 6254.10.

3. The result of the Sacred Lands File (SLF) check conducted through the Native American Heritage
Commission. The request form can be found at http://nahc.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2015/08/Local-Government-Tribal-Consultation-List-Reauest-Form-UDdate.pdf.

4. Any ethnographic studies conducted for any area including all or part of the potential APE; and

5. Any geotechnical reports regarding all or part of the potential APE.

Lead agencies should be aware that records maintained by the NAHC and CHRIS is not exhaustive, and a
negative response to these searches does not preclude the existence of a tribal cultural resource. A tribe may be
the only source of information regarding the existence of a tribal cultural resource.

This information will aid tribes in determining whether to request formal consultation. In the event, that they do,
having the information beforehand well help to facilitate the consultation process.

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify the NAHC. With
your assistance we can assure that our consultation list remains current.

If you have any questions, please contact me at my email address: Andrew.Green@nahc.ca.qov.

Sincerely,

Andrew Green
Cultural Resources Analyst

Attachment
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7100 Garfield Avenue • Bell Gardens. GA 90201• 562-8067700• www.bellgaidens.org

fllODEIIS
October 7, 2025

Sent Via Email & Certified Mail

Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation

Attn: Andrew Salas, Chairperson

P.O. Box 393

Covina, CA, 91723

admin@Rabrielenoindians.orR

RE: Formal Invitation to Consult Pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 - City of Bell Gardens

Climate Action Plan Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Dear Andrew Salas:

Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the City of Bell Gardens (City) is providing you with formal
notification of the City of Bell Gardens Climate Action Plan (CAP) (Project). The City of Bell Gardens, as

lead agency, is reaching out to all groups that have requested AB 52 consultation through the Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC). The City received your information as part of a consultation list
of tribes with traditional lands or cultural places located within the boundaries of the City. This
correspondence is intended as formal notification of the proposed project pursuant to AB 52.

The present notice includes:

• A description of the proposed project and location;

• A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and

• The lead agency contact information.

Project Location and Description

The Project will apply to the entire geographic area located within the boundaries of the City of Bell
Gardens in Los Angeles County, California. Regionally the City borders the cities of Commerce, Downey,

South Gate, Cudahy, and Bell. See Regional Location (Attachement 1) and Project Vicinity (Attachment

2).

The Bell Gardens CAP serves as a strategic roadmap to guide the City's efforts to reduce GHG emissions,

adapt to climate change, and promote sustainability throughout the community. The CAP outlines goals,

actions, and strategies that support Bell Gardens' broader goals of environmental stewardship,
economic vitality, and social equity. The CAP serves as the plan for reduction of GHG emissions for the

City. The CAP is intentionally a living document that can be revised as needed with clear and transparent

metrics by which progress can be both assessed and measured. As part of its commitment to long-term

1



climate action. Bell Gardens aims to align with California's statewide greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction
goals, including reducing emissions 40% below 1990 levels by 2030, reaching 100% zero-carbon

electricity by 2045, and achieving net-zero GHG emissions no later than 2045, consistent with Executive
Order B-55 and Senate Bill 100.

The CAP is meant to serve as a guiding document towards GHG reductions both in municipal operations

and community wide. It is designed as a comprehensive strategy to reduce emissions in a manner
consistent with state guidelines and regulations, and to identify cost-effective opportunities to existing

and future residents, businesses, and development projects for a more sustainable community. The CAP

focuses on five core areas: Buildings and Energy, Transportation and Mobility, Resource Conservation,

Green Community, and Resilience and Adaptation. Strategies within these areas include expanding solar

energy and battery storage at city facilities, improving building efficiency, transitioning to zero-emission

vehicles, enhancing active transportation networks, increasing urban tree canopy, and supporting local
workforce development tied to sustainability. Many of these efforts are designed to provide multiple
benefits, such as cleaner air, lower utility costs, and improved public health, especially for communities

most vulnerable to climate impacts.

The CAP is consistent with the land uses outlined within the City's General Plan, adopted in 1995. The

CAP does not require modifications to the Zoning Code that would increase density, result in

development not envisioned in the General Plan, or remove policies that currently protect

environmental resources.

Project Involves Ground Disturbance: No

Consultation Request

If you have any comments or concerns regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as

defined in Public Resources Code § 21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request

any additional information, please contact the City of Bell Gardens at the address in the header or via
email to Adrian Flores, Associate Planner, aflores@bellgardens.org, (562) 806-7732, within 30 days of
receipt of this notice with a formal request for consultation. Please include in this response the name of

a designated lead contact person.

Sincerely,
CITY OF BELL GARDENS

Associate Planner

Attachments
Regional Location
Project Vicinity
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