
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 

TO: ☒ Office of Planning and Research 
  State Clearinghouse 
  CEQAsubmit.opr.ca.gov  

 

 ☒ County Assessor/Recorder/Clerk 
 Attn: Fish and Wildlife Notices 
 1600 Pacific Highway, Suite 260, MS A-33 
 San Diego, CA 92101 

FROM: County of San Diego, Department of Public Works 
 Environmental Services Unit 
 Attn: Annisa Busch  
 5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 410, MS O-332 
 San Diego, CA 92123 

SUBJECT: FILING OF NOTICE OF EXEMPTION IN COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE SECTION 
21108 OR 21152 

 
Project Name: TERRA BELLA NURSERY, SWIS# 37-AA-1004; ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 

NOTIFICATION 
 
Project Location:  15356 El Monte Rd., Lakeside, CA 92040 
 
Project Applicant:  Dustin Shepard  
    15356 El Monte Rd., Lakeside, CA 92040; (619) 585-1118   
 
Project Description: The proposed action is to approve an Enforcement Agency (EA) Notification for a Green 

Materials Composting Operation at Terra Bell Nursery. The action includes approving the 
EA Notification application form, project description, and an Odor Impact Minimization Plan 
(OIMP). The composting operation would take place on 20 acres and process up to 12,500 
cubic yards of material Monday through Sunday from 6:00am to 7:00pm. The material 
would be stored for up to 30 days. 

 
Agency Approving Project: County of San Diego, Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency  
 
County Contact Person:  Catherine Dean, Supervising Environmental Health Specialist 

5500 Overland Ave., Suite 170, San Diego, CA 92123 
(619) 204-0702   

 
Date Form Completed:  December 18, 2025 
 
This is to advise that the County of San Diego San Diego County Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency has approved the 
above-described project on December 16, 2025 and found the project to be exempt from CEQA under the following criteria: 
 
Exempt status and applicable section of the CEQA (“C”) and/or State CEQA Guidelines (“G”): (check only one) 
 
☐ Categorical Exemption:  Sec. G   
☐ Declared Emergency: Sec. C 21080(b)(3); Sec. G 15269(a) 
☐ Emergency Project: Sec. C 21080(b)(4); Sec. G 15269(b)(c) 
☐ General: Sec. C.   
☒ Ministerial: Sec. C 21080(b)(1); G 15268 
☐ Preliminary Review: Sec. G   
☐ Statutory Exemption: Sec. G   
 
Statement of reasons why project is exempt:  The EA Notification process is defined and authorized by 14 CCR, Division 7, Chapter 
3.1, Article 6, Section 18103.1. Because Section 18103.1 compels the LEA to consider an EA Notification, the LEA finds that the EA 
Notification is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant to 14 CCR, Chapter 3, Article 5, Section 15061(b)(1) because the project 
approval is a ministerial action and is statutorily exempt per Section 15268 of the CEQA guidelines.  
The following is to be completed only upon formal project approval by the appropriate County of San Diego decision-making body. 
 

Signature:                                                                                           Telephone: (858) 288-5740               
 
Name (Print):   Jeff Kashak           Title:      Environmental Planning Manager      
 
This Notice of Exemption has been signed and filed by the County of San Diego. 
 
This notice must be filed with the Recorder/County Clerk as soon as possible after project approval by the decision-making body.  The Recorder/County 
Clerk must post this notice within 24 hours of receipt and for a period of not less than 30 days.  At the termination of the posting period, the Recorder/County 
Clerk must return this notice to the Department address listed above along with evidence of the posting period.  The originating Department must then 
retain the returned notice for a period of not less than nine months.  Reference:  CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. 


