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Marine Debris Reduction and Management. Port staff and/or consultants shall carry out the operation consistent
with the following marine debris reduction and management practices

A Storm Damage and Debris. As socon as safely and reasonably possible following storm or severe wind or
weather events, Port staff and/or consultants shall patrol each study location for escaped or damaged equipment.
All equipment that cannot be repaired and placed back into service shall be properly recycled or disposed of at an
appropriate onshore faclity In addition, Port staff andfor consultants shall retrieve or repair any escaped or
damaged equipment that it encounters while conducting routine sampling and/or maintenance activities associated
with the pilot project If the escaped gear cannot be repaired and replaced, it shall be properly recycled or disposed
of on land

B Gear Marking and Replacement. Port staff and/or consultants shall mark all shellfish baskets and floats in an
easlly identifiable manner with identification information. Markings shall be securely attached and robust enough to
remain attached and legible after an extended period in the marine environment (e g heat transfer, hot stamp,
etching, etc ) Existing floats currently in use shali be marked or replaced with marked versions when repianted and
all unmarked gear shall be replaced in this way In the event that gear, or equipment becomes displaced or
dislodged from the expeniment, it shall be the Port's responsibility to retrieve the material from the shoreline, open
water, eelgrass beds, mudflat, or submerged bottom with minimal damage to the resources affected Once located,
such material shall be removed as soon as feasible and properly disposed of, recycled, or returned to use

C Ongoing Operations. Port staff and/or consultants shall not leave or temporarly store tools, loose gear, or
construction matenals on its leased tidelands or surrounding areas All study equipment installed on and in use at
the study sites shall be kept neat and secure and maintained in functional condition Port staff and/or consultants
shall carry out regular bed inspections and mantenance activities to help ensure that broken, collapsed, fallen, or
buried gear is fixed or removed in a timely manner

D Bed Cleaning at Harvest. Port staff and/or consultants shall carry out a thorough inspection to locate and
remove loose, abandoned or out of use equipment, tools, and accumulations of oysters from the surrounding
substrate Oyster shell shall not be intentionally placed or deposited within the lease outside of cultivation gear, and
oysters or oyster shell accidentally spilled during the experiment shall be iImmediately collected and removed

E Excessive Gear Loss or Maintenance Failures. if the Port is found to be responsible for

conststently extensive loss of equipment into the marine environment or 1s consistently faling to maintain its
equipment in an intact and serviceable condition, Port staff and/or consultants shali modify its equipment and/or
operations to minimize equipment loss and mitigate impacts to affected habitat

Due to its nature and limited scope, construction of the Project would generate a minor amount of vehicle trips and
would require imited use of equipment Therefore, impacts related to air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, and
transportation and traffic are not anticipated to occur Furthermore, the Applicant would be responsible for complying
with all applicable federal, state, and local laws regarding construction demolition debnis, hazards and hazardous
matenals, and stormwater, as well as acquiring necessary permits from relevant resource agencies, such as the
California Coastal Commission, Army Corps of Engineers, and Regional Water Quality Control Board, including the
necessary real estate or access agreements, or coastal development permitting for the proposed project site, which
1s not within the District's permitting or coastal jurisdiction
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Figure 1, Location of buoy system in relation to Eelgrass - Zuniga Shoals
Eelgrass 2023
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Figure 2. Configuration of buoy system to be deployed.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project San Diego Unified Port District (SDUPD)

L]

Exempt Status {Check one) o Ministerial (Sec 21080(b)(1), 15268),

o Declared Emergency {(Sec 21080(b)(3), 15269(a)),

o Emergency Project (Sec 21080(b){4), 15269(b)(c)),

m Categorical Exemption(s): New Construction or Conversion of Small
Structures (SG § 15303) (Class 3), Minor Alterations to Land (SG §
15304) (Class 4), and Information Collection (SG § 15306) (Class 6)

o Statutory Exemption State code number
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Reason Why Project.is Exempt: The proposed project is determined to be Categorically Exempt pursuant to
Califorma Environmental Qualty Act (CEQA) Guidelines Sections 15303 (New Construction or Conversion of
Small Structures), 15304 (Minor Alterations to Land), and 15306 (Information Collection) and Sections 3¢, 3d,
and 3 {. of the District's Guidelines for Compliance with CEQA because it would result in no permanent effects on
the environment, and would not involve the removal of mature, scenic trees and is for the purpose of basic data
colleclionfresearch/experimental management/resource evaluation activities which would not result in a serious or
major disturbance to an environmental resource Sections 3¢., 3d, and 3.f of the District's CEQA Guidelines are
as follows

3¢ New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures {SG § 15303} (Class 3) Includes construction of

imited numbers of new, small facilihes or structures, installation of small new equipment and facilities
in small structures, and conversion of existing small structures from one use to another with minor
modifications to the exterior of the structure

AND/OR
3d Minor Alterations to Land (SG § 15304) (Class 4} Includes minor alterations in the condition of land,

water and/or vegetation not involving removal of mature, scenic trees, including, but not hmited to
AND/OR
af Information Collection (SG § 15308) (Class 6) Includes basic data collection, research, experimentat

management, and resource evaluation activities which do not result in a serious or major disturbance
to an environmental resource These may be for information gathering purposes, or as part of a study
leading to an action which has not yet been approved, adopted or funded

The District has determined none of the six exceptions to the use of a categorical exemption apply to this project

(CEQA Guidebnes Section 15300.2)
Lead Agency Contact Person and Telephone Number Lillan Mattes, (619) 686-8200

Date lZ“ ig ZOZblitle Planner Il

Date received for filing at OPR/Clerk

Signature

= Signed by Lead Agency
o Signed by Applicant
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san diego County W O

Transaction #: 8796964
Receipt #: 2025485822
JORDAN Z. MARKS
Assessor/Recorder/County Clerk
1600 Pacific Highway Suite 260 Cashier Date: 12/17/2025 Print Date:  12/17/2025 9:23 am

P. 0. Box 121750, San Diego, CA 92112-1750
Tel. (619) 237-0502 Fax (619) 557-4155
www.sdarce.gov

Cashier Location: SD

Payment Summary

Total Fees $50.00
Total Payments $50.00
Balance: $0.00
Payment
VITALCHEK PAYMENT $50.00
Total Payments $50.00
Filing
CEQA - NOE FILE #: 2025-001108 Date: 12/17/2025 9:23AM  Pages: 6
State Receipt # 37-12/17/2025-1009
Fees: Fish & Wildlife County Administrative Fee $50.00
Total Fees Due: $50.00
$50.00

Grand Total - All Documents: _
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