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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): C°achella Valley Mountains Conservancy
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 73-710 Fred Waring Drive #112
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
Palm Desert, CA 92260
County Clerk
County of: Riverside (Address)

4080 Lemon Street
Riverside, CA 92501

Project Title: The Living Desert Pollinator Pathways

Project Applicant: The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens

Project Location - Specific:

Several locations (see Project Description)

Project Location - City: ~_Faim Desertand Palm Springs - proiect Location - County: _Riverside

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The proposed project consists of creating pollinator pathways at several locations: Oswit Land Trust lands; The Living Desert
Preserve; Desert Sands Unified School District school grounds; and Desert Recreation District park lands. The proposed pollinator
pathways would be pesticide-free corridors or gardens exclusively consisting of native plants that would provide nutrients and habitat
for pollinating insects and birds.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: 1 n€ Living Desert Zoo and Gardens

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: C1ass 4, CEQA Guidelines Section 15304
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The project involves minor alterations to land involving new gardening and landscaping to provide
habitat and resources for pollinators, with no substantial grading or excavation. The project does
not include "unusual circumstances” and would have a beneficial impact on the environment.
Therefore, the categorical exemption described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15304(b) applies.

Lead Agency ) , ) ]
Contact Person: _Elizabeth King, Executive Director  area Code/Telephone/Extension: (760) 776-5026

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has %e of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No
/

Signature: - /W /% Date: 26 Nov 2026 Title:  Vice President of Conservation

{

/

( Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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RESOLUTION 2025-05 OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY
ADOPTED IN REGULAR SESSION
NOVEMBER 17, 2025

APPROVING A PROPOSITION 68 LOCAL ASSSITANCE GRANT
TO THE LIVING DESERT ZOO AND GARDENS FORITS
CENTRAL COACHELLA VALLEY POLLINATOR PATHWAY PROJECT

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33501 created the Coachella Valley
Mountains Conservancy for the purpose, among other things, of acquiring and holding, in
perpetual open space, mountainous lands surrounding the Coachella Valley and natural
community conservation lands, and to provide for the protection of natural and cultural
resources and the public’s enjoyment thereof; and

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33601(e) provides that the Conservancy
may “in order to further the conservancy’s purposes as set forth in Section 33501, award
grants to cities, counties, resource conservation districts, or nonprofit organizations....”;
and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal
Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68), the Conservancy
operates its Proposition 68 Grant Program, which funds projects of local public agencies
or nonprofit organizations that expand public access to safe parks, wildlife preserves,
trails and recreation areas, mitigate the effects of climate change and encourage water
conservation and drought preparedness; and

WHEREAS, on February 20, 2019, the Conservancy issued a Request for Proposals for
projects that are eligible for funding under its Proposition 68 Grant Program Guidelines
(Guidelines); and

WHEREAS, The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens (TLD) is a California nonprofit
corporation, recognized as a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization by the Internal Revenue
Service and is therefore a nonprofit organization eligible to receive funding under
Proposition 68; and

WHEREAS, TLD submitted a Proposition 68 local assistance grant application for funding
in the amount of $526,997 for its Central Coachella Valley Pollinator Pathway Project (the
Project); and
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WHEREAS, the Project will restore over 55 acres of habitat and establish up to 20 public
pollinator gardens across underserved communities of the Coachella Valley, advancing
biodiversity, drought resilience, and equitable access to outdoor spaces; and

WHEREAS, the Project fulfills multiple objectives of the Proposition 68 Guidelines,
including public education, habitat enhancement, and investment in disadvantaged
communities, and aligns with the Conservancy’s Strategic Plan Goals 2 and 3, the State’s
30x30 Initiative, and Outdoors for All goals; and

WHEREAS, TLD has a qualified professional staff, strong relationships with local
nonprofits, tribes and schools, along with a track record of successfully completing
projects it undertakes; and

WHEREAS, the pollinator gardens constructed through the Project will have a useful life
in excess of fifteen years and therefore are capital improvements as defined by the
general obligation bond laws; and

WHEREAS, the Project is Categorically Exempt pursuant to CEQA Guideline 15304 (b)
(Class 4: Minor Alterations to Land. (b) New gardening or landscaping, including the
replacement of existing conventional landscaping with water efficient or fire-resistant
landscaping); and

WHEREAS, the Conservancy wishes to authorize a local assistance grant to TLD in an
amount not to exceed $526,997 to support the Project; and

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved in regular session of the Governing Board of the
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy that the Board finds and determines that the
Project meets the objectives of Proposition 68, including but not limited to those objectives
set forth in the Conservancy Proposition 68 Grant Program Guidelines sections (a)1.d,
(a)4 and (b); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board approves a Proposition 68 local assistance
grant to The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens (Grantee) in an amount not to exceed
$526,997.00 to support its Central Coachella Valley Pollinator Pathway Project (the
Grant); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a condition of the grant is that the Grantee shall enter
into a Proposition 68 Local Assistance Grant Agreement with the Conservancy, which
shall contain provisions requiring the following:
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1. That the Grantee will agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the
Conservancy and the State of California, its contractors, officers, directors, agents
or employees against any and all claims, liability, demands, damages, debts,
judgments, costs, or expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of
or in any way connected to the Grantee's actions, omissions, or other conduct
relating in any way to this agreement and the Project, including, but not limited to,
any such losses, damages, or expenses arising out of (a) loss of or damage to the
Project, and (b) injury to or death of persons;

2. That the Grantee must complete the Project no later than March 31, 2030, unless
the Conservancy agrees in writing to an extension;

3. That should the Grantee violate the Grant Agreement in any material way, and fail
to cure such violation upon written notice from the Conservancy as provided in the
Grant Agreement, the Grantee shall reimburse the Conservancy for the full amount
of the grant within thirty (30) days of a written demand from the Conservancy to do
SO;

4. That the Grantee shall maintain accounting records of how the grant sum was
spent for a period of three years and shall make such records available for
inspection by the Conservancy or the Department of Finance upon request by
either agency;

5. That the Conservancy shall review and approve all material changes to the Project
as described in the grant application prior to their implementation; and

6. Grantee will cause work on the project to be commenced within a reasonable time
after receipt of notification from the Conservancy that funds have been approved
and that the project will be completed with reasonable diligence. If applicant cannot
submit its first invoice for reimbursement to the Conservancy by one year from the
date of the agreement, applicant will submit a statement of project progress
appropriate to the project that provides real assurances that the project will be
completed prior to the completion date. All final invoices for payment shall be
submitted to the Conservancy within ninety (90) days of the completion date.

BE IT FURTHER resolved that the Board hereby authorizes its Executive Director, or in
her absence the Board Chairperson, to execute any and all documents necessary to
effect the grant including filing the CEQA Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the CEQA State
Clearinghouse and County of Riverside.
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Coachella Valley
Mountains Conservancy Governing Board, held on this 17th day of November 2025, by
the following vote, to wit:

AYES: Enrique Arroyo, Denise Delgado, Steve Downs, Madeline Drake, Gary Gardner,
Grace Garner, Beatriz Gonzalez, Benjamin Guitron, Richard Kim, Deborah
McGarrey, Jennifer Norris, Brian Penna, Savanna Saubel, Joan Taylor,
Christopher Tracy, Ellen L. Trover, Evan Trubee.

NOES: None.

ABSTENTIONS: None.

ABSENT: Rita Lamb, V. Manuel Perez.

A ./ F (\/ ) !f/
o / / / L//k/ ‘.-\ // N\ L\ { ( "
Deborah McGarrey, Chalrperson Vs

Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy
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