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January 21, 2026

Veronica Martinez
1715 Chester Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301

CITY OF BAKERSFIELD (CITY), INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION (IS/MND), FOR THE VESTING TENTATIVE TRACT MAP 7495
[PHASED] (PROJECT), STATE CLEARINGHOUSE #2025120785

Dear Ms. Veronica Martinez:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the IS/MND for the proposed Project. The State
Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board), Division of Drinking Water
(DDW), issues domestic water supply permits under the Safe Drinking Water Act. This
Project falls under DDW's Tehachapi District jurisdiction. The Tehachapi District issues
permit amendments according to the Title 22 California Code of Regulations (Cal. Code
Regs.) chapter 16. Public water systems need a permit amendment for modification of
the water supply including new sources, new reservoirs with 100,000-gallon capacity or
greater, service area expansions of twenty percent or more, and treatment design
capacity or process changes as per Cal. Code Regs. § 64556. If a new well will be
added to the City’s public water system, the City must apply for a water supply permit
amendment for a new drinking water source.

Cal Code of Regs. 64560 (a) requires that for any well that will serve a public water
system, documentation shall be submitted to the State Water Board that includes: a
source assessment, a well site control zone that considers a 50-foot radius, and well
designs and specifications. The City should submit this documentation to the State
Water Board, DDW Tehachapi District Office prior to construction.

The State Water Board, DDW, as a responsible agency under the California

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has the following comments on the IS/MND:

e The IS/MND includes plans for a well site. If the 200-lot residential development will
add a new well to the City’s public water system, please address the following in the
IS/MND:

o Under Subsection 10. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval is Anticipated
to Be Required, please include “State Water Resources Control Board,
Division of Drinking Water.”
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o Please discuss the construction and operation of the well, the anticipated
quality of the water, and if treatment will be needed. If treatment will be
needed, please discuss what treatment and the construction and operation of
the treatment system.

o The proposed well site, Lot F, is adjacent to a sump site, Lot E. Cal. Code.
Regs. § 64572 and Cal. Code. Regs. § 64560 requires separation of drinking
water service lines and domestic supply wells from sources of potential
contamination such as sumps. Please indicate if Cal. Code. Regs. can be met
or if a waiver or alternative to Waterworks Standards (Cal. Code. Regs. §
64551.100) will be needed. If the Waterworks Standards cannot be met, the
City may want to consider a different well location as part of this Project. If a
waiver or alternative to Waterworks Standards are needed for the location of
the well, the Tehachapi District will need to approve the waiver and/or
alternative plans.

o The Project falls within the San Joaquin Valley-Kern County basin according
to the Department of Water Resources, Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA) prioritization dashboard (DWR, SGMA Prioritization
Dashboard). The San Joaquin Valley-Kern County basin is a high priority and
critically overdrafted basin (ibid). The Project creates a new demand of
approximately 18.25 million gallons annually that will increase pumping in the
overdrafted basin (PDF page 36). The Sustainable Groundwater
Management Plan for the basin has yet to be approved by DWR (SIGMA
portal).

= Please define the sustainable yield of the groundwater basin and if the
increase in groundwater pumping for the Project in addition to the
current extractions from the basin will exceed the current or the future
sustainable yield in normal, dry, and multiple dry years.

= |f the Project’s projected demand in addition to the current extractions
from the basin will exceed the sustainable yield, please include
measures or actions that will be implemented to reduce/eliminate the
Project potential impacts to the groundwater basin.

When the CEQA process is completed, please forward the following items with the
permit application to the State Water Board, DDW Tehachapi District at
DWPDIST19@waterboards.ca.gov:
e The IS/MND, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP), and comments
received and the lead agency responses as appropriate;
e The Resolution or Board Minutes certifying/adopting the IS/MND, and approving
the Project; and
e The Notice of Determination filed at the County Clerk’s Office and the State
Clearinghouse.

Please contact Lori Schmitz of the State Water Board at (916) 449-5285 or
Lori.Schmitz@waterboards.ca.gov, for questions regarding this comment letter.

Sincerely,
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Ms. Veronica Martinez
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Lori Schmitz

Environmental Scientist
Division of Financial Assistance
Special Project Review Unit
1001 | Street, 16t floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Cc:

State Clearinghouse
Jeff Densmore

Acting District Engineer
Tehachapi District
Ryan Icenhower

Water Resource Control Engineer
Tehachapi District

January 21, 20026



	State Water Resources Control Board


		2026-01-21T09:10:06-0800
	Lori Schmitz




