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Complete and attach this form to each CEQA Notice filed wfth the County Clerk-Recorder 

TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

Project Title 

BUCK GULLY RESERVE HAZARDOUS FUEL THINNING AND REDUCTION 
PROJECT 

Check Document being Filed: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated Negative Declaration (MN0 ) or Negative Declaration (NO) 

I vi Notice of Exemption (NOE) 

□ Other (Please fill In type): 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE ORANGE 

COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER ON 12/12/2025 
Posted 12/12/2025 Removed ____ _ 

Returned to agency on ________ _ 

DEPUTY 469 - -------------

Flllng fees are due at the t ime a Notloo of Determination/Exemption la filed with our olllco,For moro Information 
on tiling roea and No Effect 0otormlnatlona, plaaae rofar to Collfornlo Code ol Rogulatlona, Title 14, aectlon 753,S, 



Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of land Use & Climate Innovation 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

County Clerk 
County of: ~O_ra=n_g-e ___ ___ _ 
Public Services Division 
Santa Ana, CA 92702 

From: (Public Agency): 
City of Newport Beach 
100 Civic Center Drive 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 

(Address) 

Project Title: Buck Gully Reserve Hazardous Fuel Thinning and Reduction Protect 

A'ppendix E 

Project Applicant: City of Newport Beach, 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660, James 
GIiiespie. Fire Marshal, 949-644-3354 

Project Location - Specific: Buck Gully Reserve, in and around San Joaquin Hills Road. Newport Beach, 
CA 92657 

Project Location - City: Newport Beach Project Location - County: ""'O""ras:.:.n..,g=e ____ _ 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: The project proposes hazardous fuel reduction 
activities In and around the Buck Gully Reserve. Anticipated activities Include the thinning and trimming of 
brush and shrubs: thinning and limbing of trees: canopy reduction; removal of dead and dying vegetation, 
shrubs, and trees; and recycling and removal of all biomass from the project site. The thinning. limbing. 
and canopy reduction of trees would meet the specific tree canopy spacing requirements outlined In 
Newport Beach Fire Department (NBFD) Fire Guideline G.01 . Only hand tools and chainsaws would be 
utilized, and no ground disturbance activities (i.e .. grading) would occur. Where needed. vegetation 
removal would be flush cut to the ground to maintain soil stability. Overall, the proposed fuel modification 
activities would bring the non-compliant hazard reduction zone into compliance with NBFD Fire Guidel ine 
G,01 . The project aiso includes a robust educational component to keep residents informed about the 
purpose and outcomes of the profect, and to encourage residents to Implement risk mitigation activities. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: -=C.,.,_ily....=..of"""N'"""e""w""p""o=rt.,_B=e=a=c=h..._ ___________ _ 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of Newport Beach. 100 Civic Center Drive. Newport 
Beach. CA 92660, James Gillespie. Fire Marshal 

Exempt Status: (check one): 
D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
181 Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: CEQA Guidelines Section 15304(1} 
D Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ____ ___ __________ _ 

Reasons why project is exempt: The proposed fuel management activities meet CEQA Guidelines Section 
15304(i) in that the project consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land. water. 
and/or vegetation. Specifically. the project involves fuel management activities within 100 feet of structures 
to reduce the volume of flammable vegetation and would not result in the taking of endangered. rare. or 
threatened plant or animal species or significant erosion and sedimentation of surface waters. Further. 
none of the exceptions to exemptions listed in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply to the project. 

Lead Agency Contact Person: James Gillespie. Fire Marshal Telephone :.~9~4~9""'-6"-4"""4'"'-3....,3~5:....:4 _____ _ 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been flied by the public agency approving the project? o Yes o No 

Signature: ~ Date: ,y., le< TIiie: fp,.f_ ,-1"111-~)1Ak: 
S ned Lead gency O Signed by Applicant 



State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 
, 2025 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE 

CASH RECEIPT ' 
DFW 753.Sa (REV. 01/01/25) Previously DFG 753.Sa 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 

LEAD AGENCY I LEAD AGENCY EMAIL 
CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

ORANGE COUNTY 

PROJECT.TITLE 

BUCK GULLY RESERVE HAZARDOUS FUEL THINNING AND REDUCTION PROJECT 

· · P.;;;.1 is;W%i!I r --;.v•!: · I 
RECEIPT NUMBER: 

30-12/12/2026-0964 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If sppllcsble) 

DATE 

12/12/2025 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

202585001207 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME 

Cl"N. OF NEWPORT BEACH 

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

(949) 644-3354 
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

100 CIVIC CENTER DR 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

[8] Local Public Agency • 0 School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated/Negative DeclaraUon (MNDXND) 

CITY 

NEWPORT BEACH 

0 Other Special District 

D Certified Regulato,y Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW 

[BJ Exempt from tee 

[BJ Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

D County documenta,y handling fee 

D Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

STATE 

CA 

ZIP CODE 

92660 

0 State Agency O Private Entity 

s 4,123.50 s ________ _ 
s 2,968.75 s _ _ ______ _ 
s 1.,401 .75 s - - ---- ----

$ 

s 
850.00 $ - ------- -

50,00 S --------­
$ - ----------

D cash □ Credit 0 Check D Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ 0.00 

SIGNATURE GENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

X Nancy Ballon Deputy Clerk 

ORIGINAL • PROJECT APPUC>#r COPY· C0FW/ASB COPY· LEAD AGENCY COPY· COUNTY CLERK DFW753.S. (Rev. 01012025) 


