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CEQA EXEMPTION / NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
DETERMINATION FORM (rev. 06/2022) 

Project Information 
Project Name: Service Cabinet Relocation 
DIST-CO-RTE: 08-RIV-215/91                PM/PM: Various 
EA: 08-1R590 PN: 0825000087           Federal-Aid Project Number: N/A 
 
Project Description 
Caltrans proposes to relocate existing Pole-mounted service cabinets and pull boxes, some 
currently on Public Right of Way, into State Right of Way. The process will include removing the 
existing connections and installing new service pedestals with foundations, establishing the 
connections with 3 inches of conduit installation with conductors, at 2 spot locations on Routes 
91 and 215 in Riverside County. Conduit installation will take place 18 inches minimum, under 
sidewalk or curved paved median, and 30 inches everywhere else below grade level. A concrete 
pad of 24 inches in length and 4 inches of thickness will be constructed in front of the foundation 
of Type III cabinets, and the foundation will be 2 inches above grade for unpaved areas. All the 
work will be done within Caltrans/Public Right of Way.  
There will be no Driving/Parking off pavement or need for equipment staging areas. No utility 
relocations or connections to new infrastructure are anticipated. Ground disturbance for trenching, 
horizontal drilling, and conduit and foundation installation will occur. This project is funded by 
State-only funding. (Continued on Page 3). 

Caltrans CEQA Determination (Check one) 

☐ Not Applicable – Caltrans is not the CEQA Lead Agency 
☐ Not Applicable – Caltrans has prepared an IS or EIR under CEQA 
Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, the project is: 
☐ Exempt by Statute. (PRC 21080[b]; 14 CCR 15260 et seq.) 
☒ Categorically Exempt. Class (3)(d). Water main, sewage, electrical, gas, and other utility 
extensions, including street improvements, of reasonable length to serve such construction. 
(PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15300 et seq.)  

☒ No exceptions apply that would bar the use of a categorical exemption (PRC 21084 and 
14 CCR 15300.2).  See the SER Chapter 34 for exceptions. 

☐ Covered by the Common Sense Exemption. This project does not fall within an exempt 
class, but it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity may have a 
significant effect on the environment (14 CCR 15061[b][3].) 

 
Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief 
Kourtney Graves     
Print Name  Signature  Date 

Project Manager 
Matthew Sapp     
Print Name  Signature  Date 

12/8/2025

12/08/2025

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/environmental-analysis/standard-environmental-reference-ser/volume-1-guidance-for-compliance/ch-34-exemptions-to-ceqa#except
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Caltrans NEPA Determination (Check one) 

☒ Not Applicable 

Caltrans has determined that this project has no significant impacts on the environment as 
defined by NEPA, and that there are no unusual circumstances as described in 23 CFR 
771.117(b). See SER Chapter 30 for unusual circumstances.  As such, the project is 
categorically excluded from the requirements to prepare an EA or EIS under NEPA and is 
included under the following: 

☐ 23 USC 326: Caltrans has been assigned, and hereby certifies that it has carried out the 
responsibility to make this determination pursuant to 23 USC 326 and the Memorandum of 
Understanding dated April 18, 2022, executed between FHWA and Caltrans. Caltrans has 
determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under: 

☐ 23 CFR 771.117(c): activity (X)(X) 
☐ 23 CFR 771.117(d): activity (X)(X) 
☐ Activity X listed in Appendix A of the MOU between FHWA and Caltrans 
 

☐ 23 USC 327: Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, Caltrans 
has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under 23 USC 327.  The 
environmental review, consultation, and any other actions required by applicable Federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by Caltrans pursuant to 
23 USC 327 and the Memorandum of Understanding dated May 27, 2022, and executed by 
FHWA and Caltrans. 

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief 

N/A  N/A  N/A 
Print Name  Signature  Date 

Project Manager/ DLA Engineer 

N/A  N/A  N/A 
Print Name  Signature  Date 

 

 

 

Date of NEPA Categorical Exclusion Checklist completion (if applicable): N/A 
Date of Environmental Commitment Record or equivalent: 12/05/2025 

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/environmental-analysis/standard-environmental-reference-ser/volume-1-guidance-for-compliance/ch-30-categorical-exclusions#exception
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Continuation sheet:  
Purpose and Need:  
The Purpose and Need are as follows: Purpose: The purpose of this project is to resolve the issue of accessing 
service cabinets and pull boxes located on private property; a viable solution is to relocate these cabinets into 
Caltrans’ Right of Way. Need: The need of this project is to eliminate wait time for permission or negotiate access 
with property owners, reducing downtime associated with cabinet maintenance and repairs.  
 
Caltrans would have direct control over the locations, allowing for immediate and efficient access whenever needed 
to address issues more promptly. Although the initial cost of relocation may be substantial, over the long term, 
Caltrans would benefit from reduced administrative and legal costs related to securing access to private property. 
Additionally, there would be fewer delays in critical maintenance activities. Relocation of cabinets to the Right of Way 
will help streamline operations, as maintenance teams will have consistent, unimpeded access. It would also simplify 
the planning and scheduling of repairs, as there would be fewer external factors influencing timing. 
 
The following technical documentation was prepared in conjunction with determining and addressing applicable 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documentation and compliance requirements.  
 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Screened Undertaking Memorandum: November 6, 2025. 
 
In coordination with District Cultural Studies, the studies for this undertaking were carried out in a manner consistent 
with Caltrans’ regulatory responsibilities under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (36 CFR Part 
800) and pursuant to the December 2024 Programmatic Agreement among the Federal Highway Administration, the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers’ Sacramento District, San Francisco District, and Los Angeles District, and the California 
Department of Transportation Regarding Compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act as it 
Pertains to the Administration of the Federal-Aid Highway Program in California (Section 106 PA).  
 
The provisions of PRC 5024 MOU, Attachment 2, have been applied to this Project. This project falls under: Class 6, 
“Minor utility installation or relocation,” Class 13 “Addition or replacement of devices, such as glare screens, median 
barriers, fencing, guardrails, safety barriers, energy attenuators, guide posts, markers, safety cables, ladders, lighting, 
hoists, or signs,” and Class 14, “Installation, removal or replacement of roadway markings, such as painted stripes, 
raised pavement markers, thermoplastic tape, or raised bars, or installation of sensors in existing pavements.” 
 
Based on this review of materials, resources, and analyses, the undertaking, as currently proposed, has no potential 
to affect historic properties or historic resources eligible for or listed on the NRHP/CRHR. As a result, this undertaking 
is exempt from further review, no additional archaeological or built environment studies are required at this time and 
the Section 106 compliance process, CEQA cultural resources component, and PRC 5024 compliance are complete.  

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

• CR-1: If buried cultural resources are encountered during Project Activities, it is Caltrans policy that work stop 
within 60 feet of the area until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate the nature and significance of the find.  

 
• CR-2: In the event that human remains are found, the county coroner shall be notified and ALL construction 

activities within 60 feet of the discovery shall stop. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, if the 
remains are thought to be Native American, the coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) who will then notify the Most Likely Descendent (MLD). The person who discovered the remains will 
contact the District 8 Division of Environmental Planning; Gabrielle Duff, DEBC: (909) 501-5142, and Julie Scriver, 
DNAC: (909) 260-8265. Further provisions of PRC 5097.98 are to be followed as applicable.  
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PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Email to File: December 1, 2025. 
 
In coordination with District Paleontology, due to the nature of the project description, no paleontological studies will 
be required for this project. 
 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES  

Natural Environmental Study, No Effect Memorandum (NES-NEM): November 21, 2025. 
 
Caltrans has determined that the Project will result in “No Effect” on the federally-listed species or their designated 
Critical Habitat, and no formal or informal section 7 consultation is required. Caltrans has determined, in accordance 
with the California Endangered Species Act, the Project will have “no take” of State-listed as threatened, endangered, 
fully protected, or candidate species.  
 
The project lies within the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (WR-MSHCP) 
Temescal Canyon Plan Area, but the project footprint consists of developed or compacted areas with no suitable 
habitat for these species. No critical habitat or preserve areas are within the action area. No environmental permits or 
agreements are required.  

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures  

• BIO-1: Provide Worker Environmental Awareness Training (WEAT); designate a qualified biologist; 
 

• BIO-2: Maintain a minimum 25-foot no-work buffer from the NWI riverine feature; no equipment entry or 
vegetation removal within riparian limits. 

 
• BIO-3: Avoid vegetation removal February 1–August 31 or conduct pre-construction nesting surveys; implement 

300-foot buffer for non-raptors, 500-foot for raptors.  
 

• BIO-4: Survey trees/structures for roosting bats prior to work; avoid maternity season or use phased exclusion 
methods. 

 
• BIO-5: Restrict ground disturbance to compacted surfaces; avoid night lighting that attracts individuals; inspect 

trenches daily. 
 

• BIO-6: Cover trenches when inactive; provide escape ramps; inspect early morning; relocate trapped wildlife per 
biologist direction. 

 
• BIO-7: Clean equipment before entry; use weed-free materials; stabilize disturbed soils promptly. 

HAZARDOUS WASTE 

Initial Site Assessment (ISA) Checklist: November 21, 2025. 

In coordination with District Environmental Engineering, the hazardous waste potential for the project area is Low 
Risk. The project does include soil disturbance and structure modifications. There was no indication that the project 
will generate electrical equipment containing hazardous waste. 

NOISE 

Per Memorandum to File dated November 21, 2025.  
 
In coordination with District Environmental Engineering, this project falls under Type III project categories of 
23CFR772.7 in the Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol. Per the Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol, “Type III projects do not 
require a noise analysis.” This is considered an exempt project. Hence, no noise study is needed. 
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AIR QUALITY 

Per Memorandum to File dated December 2, 2025. 
 
In coordination with District Environmental Engineering, the scope of the Project has been evaluated as an exempt 
project that falls under the broad category of exempt project type, “projects that correct, improve, or eliminate a 
hazardous location or feature” listed under Table 1 of Caltrans Carbon Monoxide Protocol and Table 2 of 40 CFR 
93.126. All projects listed under these tables are exempt from conformity analysis. An air quality report is not needed. 
However, a Greenhouse Gas (GHG) analysis is needed for construction emissions. 
 
GREENHOUSE GASES (GHG) / Climate Change 

Construction GHG Emissions Estimate: December 2, 2025. 
 
The project is not capacity increasing and would not increase the vehicle capacity of Interstates/State Routes. Because 
the project would not increase the number of travel lanes, no increase in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) would occur. 
Therefore, no increase in operational GHG emissions is anticipated.  
 
The estimated maximum daily construction emissions, calculated using CAL-CET, are below the applicable South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) daily significance thresholds. 
 
Construction of the project would temporarily increase GHG emissions during the construction phase of the project.  
Construction of the project is estimated to last 30 working days and generate a total of 10 tons of CO2e.   
 
While the proposed project will result in GHG emissions during construction, it is anticipated that the project will not 
result in any increase in operational GHG emissions. The proposed project does not conflict with any applicable plan, 
policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases. With implementation of 
the following construction GHG reduction measures, the impact would be less than significant.  

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

• GHG/CC‐1: Limit idling to 5 minutes for delivery and dump trucks and other diesel [1] powered equipment (with 
some exceptions). 

• GHG/CC‐2: Schedule truck trips outside of peak morning and evening commute hours. 
• GHG/CC‐3: For improved fuel efficiency from construction equipment: 

- Maintain equipment in proper tune and working condition 
- Use right sized equipment for the job 
- Use equipment with new technologies 

VISUAL / AESTHETICS 

VIA Questionnaire: November 12, 2025. 
 
In coordination with District Landscape Architecture, no visual resource related regulatory requirements. No or 
negligible visual changes to the environment are proposed. None or minimal public concern has been identified. 
 

STORMWATER RESOURCES  

Email to File: November 12, 2025. 
 
In coordination with District Stormwater, due to the nature of the project description, no stormwater impacts are 
anticipated and does not trigger water quality treatment requirements of the 2023 CT MS4 Permit. However, the 
following permits, reviews, and approvals would be required for project construction: NPDES Permit, Statewide Storm 
Water Permit, and Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for the State of California, Department of Transportation 
Order No. 2022-0033-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS000003. 
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Permits and Agreements: 

The following permits, reviews, and approvals would be required for project construction: 
 
• NPDES Permit, Statewide Storm Water Permit, and Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for the State of 

California, Department of Transportation Order No. 2022-0033-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS000003.   
 
In conjunction with the results of the above technical documentation, the Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation 
Measure(s) included in the Environmental Commitments Record (ECR), are expected to be implemented, as 
applicable.  Changes to the project’s scope of work, will require that the District’s Division of Environmental Planning 
be notified in a timely manner, to determine if an Environmental Re-Evaluation will be required to confirm that the 
environmental documentation for NEPA/CEQA compliance, remains valid.  

 
Updates to the original Technical Studies, or preparation of new Technical Studies may be required, and/or a new 
CE/CE Determination Form may need to be completed, and/or an Environmental Document may need to be prepared 
and approved, to document the project’s compliance with all applicable NEPA/CEQA requirements. 
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