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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

Notice of Exemption 

 

 
 
To: 

 Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

From: Contra Costa County  
Department of Conservation and 
Development 
30 Muir Road 
Martinez, CA 94553 

  County Clerk, County of Contra Costa 
 

  

Project Title: Harbor Pointe Multi-Family Residential Project, County File #CDDP24-03048 

Project Applicant: USA Properties Fund, 3200 Douglas Blvd., Suite 200, Roseville, CA 95661;  
(916) 773-6060 

Project Location: 1700 Discovery Bay Blvd., Discovery Bay, CA 94505 (APN 004-182-008) 

Lead Agency: 
Contact Person: 

Department of Conservation and Development, 30 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 94553 
Syd Sotoodeh (925) 655-2877 syd.sotoodeh@dcd.cccounty.us  

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The subject property is listed on the County’s 
Housing Element Sites Inventory with the development potential of 170 units for moderate-income, low-income, 
and very-low-income households. The project site is located in an HE-C, Housing Element Consistency zoning 
district.  

The applicant requests approval of an HE-C Development Plan permit to allow the construction of the “Harbor 
Pointe at Discovery Bay” multi-family residential rental project. The project proposes the construction of 170 
residential units, a clubhouse, a maintenance building, and trash enclosures, and other residential improvements 
including landscaping, a dog park, picnic, and play areas. 168 residential units, consisting of a variety of one-, 
two-, and three-bedrooms, would be in seven, three-story buildings, each up to approximately 38 feet in height. 
These 168 residential units include 133 residential units that will be rented to lower-income households and 35 
residential units that will be rented to very low-income households. Two (2) residential units are designated 
manager’s units and would be located in the two-story clubhouse building. The project would provide 305 off-
street surface parking spaces, of which 114 would be covered by solar canopies (carports), and 73 long- and 
short-term bicycle parking spaces. Up to 40 trees would be removed for grading and construction. Grading would 
consist of approximately 4,500 cubic yards (CY) of cut and 3,000 CY of fill for a net 1,500 CY cut. Retaining 
walls, drainage, and utility extensions for water, sewer, electric, etc. are also proposed. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Contra Costa County, Department of Conservation & 
Development, Community Development Division 
Exempt Status: 

 Ministerial Project (Sec. 21080[b][1]; 15268)  Categorical Exemption (Sec. 15301(b) 
 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080[b][3]; 15269[a])  General Rule of Applicability (Sec. 15061[b][3]) 
 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080[b][4]; 15269[b][c])  Other Statutory Exemption (Sec.          ) 

Reasons why project is exempt: The project is statutorily exempt under CEQA Guidelines, Section 15268, 
regarding “Ministerial Projects,” which exempts projects that involve no discretionary or subjective judgement by 
a public agency. The proposed development satisfies the requirements for ministerial approval without 
discretionary review or public hearing in accordance with County Ordinance Code, Section 84-92.806 and 
Government Code, Section 65583.2(h). Government Code section 65583, subsections (h) and (i), define such 
qualifying developments as a “use by right” and, specifically, not a project for purposes of CEQA. The proposed 
development to construct a 170-unit apartment complex is consistent with the objective design standards, 
densities, and requirements of the County’s Housing Element Consistency (HE-C) zoning district that apply to 
the subject property. Therefore, the proposed development is a use by right that qualifies for ministerial approval 
and is not a project for purposes of CEQA. Section 21080(b)(1) of the Public Resources Code also provides that 
CEQA does not apply to ministerial projects and, thus, none of the exceptions to categorical exemptions listed 
in CEQA Guidelines, Section 15300.2, apply to the project. 
If filed by applicant: 
 1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
 2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes  No 

Signature: 
 

Title:  Date:  
 Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development 
    Signed by Lead Agency  Signed by Applicant 

 
  

Senior Planner Dec. 8, 2025

mailto:syd.sotoodeh@dcd.cccounty.us
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 AFFIDAVIT OF FILING AND POSTING  

 
I declare that on      I received and posted this notice as required by 
California Public Resources Code Section 21152(c). Said notice will remain posted for 30 days from 
the filing date. 

 

   
     
 Signature Title  
 
Applicant Department of Fish and Wildlife Fees Due 

USA Properties Fund  De Minimis Finding - $0 
3200 Douglas Blvd., Suite 200  County Clerk - $50 
Roseville, CA 95661  Conservation and Development - $25 
(916) 773-6060 Total Due: 

 
 Receipt #:  

 


	AFFIDAVIT OF FILING AND POSTING

