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To: 

Office of Planning and Research 

CEQA Submit 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 

Project Title: Village West Storm Drain Project (Notification of Lake or Streambed 

Alteration, No. EPIMS-RIV-54068-R6 

Project Location (Riverside County): The Village West Storm Drain Project (Project) is 

located just north of the intersection of Van Buren Boulevard and Village West Drive in 

the City of Riverside, California; Latitude 33.885817, Longitude -117.287436. The 

Project is located immediately south of Assessor’s Parcel Number 294-120-038.  

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Lake 

and Streambed Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification No. EPIMS-RIV-54068-R6, 

pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code to Riverside County – Flood 

Control District and Water Conservation District or as represented by Gerardo Aguirre. 

The Project will include recurring trimming and clearing of riparian vegetation along or 

above a 15-foot-wide concrete access road, used to access the Village West Storm 

Drain outlet. The riparian vegetation, which includes black willow (Salix nigra) and 

mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia), is rooted in accumulated sediment on top of riprap 

adjacent to the access road. Equipment that will be used includes both non-motorized 

hand tools and mechanical vegetation cutters. Additionally, a rubber tracked skid steer 

will be utilized for the removal of trash, mud, and debris located on the 15-foot-wide 

concrete access road. All cut material, mud, trash, and debris will be placed into a dump 

truck to be disposed of off-site. 

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND 

WILDLIFE 

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  

Gerardo Aguirre 

Riverside County – Flood Control District and Water Conservation District 

jeraguir@rivco.org  

1995 Market Street 

Riverside, CA 92501 

Exempt Status: 

http://www.cdfw.ca.gov/
https://ceqasubmit.opr.ca.gov/Security/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f
mailto:jeraguir@rivco.org
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 Statutory Exemption. State code number 

 Categorical Exemption. Type – Class 01; California Code of Regulations, title 

14, section (15301) 

Reasons why project is exempt: The "Class 1" (existing facilities) exemption allows for 

the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of 

existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical 

features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. The Project 

involves the maintenance of an existing, publicly owned flood control facility. 

Maintenance work and improvements are limited to trimming back overgrown vegetation 

that is restricting human and vehicular access to an existing access road and would not 

result in an expansion of use. 

CDFW Contact Person: Michael Tovar (Environmental Scientist), 

Michael.Tovar@Wildlife.ca.gov  

Signature:         Date:     

Kim Freeburn, Environmental Program Manager 

 

 

Date received for filing at OPR:      
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