NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

From: Community Development — Planning Division
505 Forest Avenue Laguna Beach, California 92651

(above for use by County Clerk-Recorder’s Office only)

APPLICANT: City of Laguna Beach, 505 Forest Ave. Laguna Beach, CA, 92651

LEAD AGENCY: City of Laguna Beach, 505 Forest Ave. Laguna Beach, CA, 92651

PROJECT PLANNER: Louie Lacasella, Senior Management Analyst, llacasella@lagunabeachcity.net,

(949) 497-0736

4. PROJECT TITLE: General Plan Consistency 25-2355 determining that the potential acquisition of the
subject properties at APN: 644-151-21, APN: 641-171-04, APN: 644-417-03 and APN: 641-231-11 is
consistent with the City’s General Plan and that the action is exempt from CEQA.

5. PROJECT LOCATION: Site 1: APN 644-151-21, 1437 Cerritos Dr. (Afrasiabi Parcel) Site 2: APN 641-171-04
(Bortz Parcel) Site 3: APN 644-417-03, 1000 Fernando Ave. (Clairmont Parcel) Site 4: APN 641-231-11, 255
Woodland Dr.

6. DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT:

The City of Laguna Beach conducted General Plan Consistency Determination related to the acceptance of
donated land at four properties within the City. On June 24, 2024, September 24, 2024, and April 8, 2025, the
City Council directed staff to pursue acceptance of the donation of the subject properties (the “Project”).
Pursuant to Administrative Policy 5-21A, a General Plan Consistency Determination is required for this action.
In addition, under California Government Code Section 65402(a), the Planning Commission must determine
whether the proposed acquisition is consistent with the General Plan. The Planning Commission found the
Project to be consistent with City’s General Plan and exempt from CEQA and adopt Resolution No. 25 2355.

7. ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:

This project is not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (“Public Resources Code section 21000

et seq.) (“CEQA”) because it does not qualify as a “project” under CEQA. The State CEQA Guidelines provide

that “[a]n activity is not subject to CEQA if ... the activity is not a project as defined in Section 15378.” (State

CEQA Guidelines, § 15060(c).) Here, the action does not qualify as a “project” as defined in State CEQA

Guidelines section 15378 for at least two different reasons. First, Section 15378 defines a project as an activity

that “has a potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably

foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment.” (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15378(a).) Here, the
action is to consider whether the acceptance of the property is consistent with the General Plan, which will not
result in any reasonably foreseeable impacts. Accordingly, the action is not a “project” subject to CEQA. (State

CEQA Guidelines, § 15060(c).) Second, Section 15378 explicitly excludes from its definition of “project” the

following: “organizational or administrative activities of governments that will not result in direct or indirect

physical changes in the environment.” (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15378(b)(5).) The action constitutes an
organizational or administrative activity that will not result in a physical change in the environment, and it
therefore is not subject to CEQA. (Ibid.)

Lol

X The project is not subject to CEQA because it “does not involve the exercise of discretionary power,” or “will
not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment,” or, “is not a project
as defined in Section 15378 of the CEQA guidelines.” (Sections 15060(c)(1), (2) & (3)); or,

O The project is statutorily exempt pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 21080.25(b)(1); or,
LJ The project is categorically exempt per State CEQA Guidelines, Sections 15304 and 15301.

8. Was a public hearing held by the Lead Agency to consider the exemption?
Yes X No [ If yes, the date of the public hearing was: December 5, 2025.
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Louie Lacasella, Senior Management Analyst December 5, 2025
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