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January 9, 2026 

 

 

Mr. Ben Diamond 

Planner II 

Calaveras County Planning Department  

891 Mountain Ranch Road 

San Andreas, CA  95249 
 

Mr. Diamond, 

 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) appreciates the opportunity to 

review and comment on the proposed Tire Shop project Initial Study (IS) to amend the 

zoning of a 15-acre parcel from Rural Residential (RR) to General Commercial (C2) for 

the purpose of constructing a roughly 15,000 square foot tire shop. The shop is proposed 

to be open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday and will have 3 bays and 2 

employees.  

 

The project is located at the intersection of Hogan Damn Road and State Route (SR) 26 

in the community of Valley Springs within Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 046-016-069.  

 

Caltrans has the following comments: 

Caltrans suggests that the Calaveras County continue to coordinate with Caltrans in 

identifying and addressing potential pedestrian safety and cumulative transportation 

impacts from this project and other developments near this location. This will assist 

Caltrans in ensuring that pedestrian, traffic safety, and quality standards are maintained 

for the traveling public on existing and future state transportation facilities in Calaveras 

County. 

 

Traffic Operations 

1. Please provide trip generation and trip assignment of the proposed project.  Trip 

generation should be based on Institution of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip 

Generation Manual, 11th Edition.  

 

2. The existing intersection of Hogan Dam Rd/Hogan Dam Rd Right turn (Rt) (eastern 

corner of SR 26/Hogan Dam Rd/Hogan Dam Rd Rt triangle) will be used as a transition 

intersection between SR 26/Mangili Rd/Hogan Dam Rd and project driveway.  

Therefore, the proposed project needs to determine if the current geometries of this 

intersection can accommodate the following but not limited to:   

CAL-26-PM 9.905 Cosgrove 

Zoning Amendment (ZA) 
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• Traffic from Hogan Dam Rd onto Hogan Dam Rd Rt 

• Traffic from Hogan Dam Rd Rt onto Hogan Dam Rd 

• Corner sight distances  

 

Since the intersection of Hogan Dam Rd/Hogan Dam Rd Right turn (Rt) is within 

County ROW, it is expected inputs from County regarding impacts of the project onto 

this intersection.  

 

3. Need to provide proposed project’s delivery truck route.  Any intersection of SR 26 

that is used for delivery truck needs to accommodate truck turns.   

 

Environmental  

If there are any construction related activities that will encroach into Caltrans Right of 

Way (ROW) as a result of the project, the project proponent must apply for an 

Encroachment Permit with the Caltrans District 10 Encroachment Permit Office. All 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documentation (the Final Initial Study), with 

supporting technical studies, must be submitted with the Encroachment Permit 

Application. These studies may include an analysis of potential impacts to any cultural 

sites, historic properties, biological resources, hazardous waste/materials, scenic 

highways, and/or other environmental resources within Caltrans ROW, at the project 

site(s). Evidence of consultation with local Native American tribes and interested parties 

will need to be presented within the technical documents for approval of 

encroachment in the Caltrans ROW.  

 

If any previously unknown cultural resources are discovered during construction in 

Caltrans ROW, all work must stop within a 60-foot radius of the discovery. The Caltrans 

D10 Environmental Office must be notified immediately. The Caltrans Professionally 

Qualified Staff (PQS) will investigate the discovery. No work shall resume within the 60-

foot radius until authorized by the Caltrans PQS. 

 

Caltrans considers the nesting season for migratory bird species to be between February 

1 and September 30 of any given year. If any work occurs in Caltrans ROW between 

February 1 and September 30, a pre-construction bird survey must be conducted by a 

qualified biologist prior to the start of any construction related activities in Caltrans ROW. 

If an active nest is observed, a protective buffer must be established around the nest 

per California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) guidelines. No work is allowed 

within the protective buffer limits until the young have fledged and until authorized by 

the Caltrans District 10 Environmental Office. Results of the pre-construction bird 

survey(s) must be provided to the Caltrans District 10 Environmental Office prior to the 

start of construction.  
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There are water resources in the project limits that appear to be outside of Caltrans 

ROW. However, if there are impacts to water resources within Caltrans ROW, Caltrans 

will need to review the applicant’s correspondence and/or permits with the regulatory 

agencies (CDFW, United States Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Water Quality Control 

Board) prior to the start of any construction in Caltrans ROW. If there are impacts to any 

special status species, critical habitat, or Essential Fish Habitat that exist within Caltrans 

ROW, evidence of consultation with CDFW, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and/or National 

Marine Fisheries Service shall be provided to Caltrans with the Encroachment Permit 

application. 

 

Encroachment Permits  

If any project activities encroach into Caltrans ROW, the project proponent must submit 

an application for an Encroachment Permit to the Caltrans District 10 Encroachment 

Permit Office. Appropriate environmental studies must be submitted with this 

application. For more information, please visit the Caltrans Website at: 

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/ep/applications  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Shiferaw Jemberie (209) 986-9635 

(email: Shiferaw.jemberie@dot.ca.gov) or me at (209) 639 -8832 (email: 

Gregoria.ponce@dot.ca.gov). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Gregoria Ponce’, Chief 

Office of Rural Planning 

 

 

c: Bret Sampson, Director, Calaveras County Planning Department  

    State Clearinghouse 
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