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ATTACHMENT TO NOTICE OF EXEMPTION  
Pine Creek Wildlife Area Hazardous Fuel Reduction Project 

 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), through its Region 1 
Timberland Conservation and Fire Resiliency Program, has approved a fire resiliency 
project for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)(Pub. 
Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.) that includes fuel reduction treatments to reduce the 
potential for detrimental wildfire impacts. Approximately 250 acres of Juniper removal 
will occur in meadows and within 200’ of streams. Prescriptive and/or cultural fire will 
occur over most of the property at various times.  

CDFW approved the Project, relying on the Class 4 and Class 8 Categorical 
Exemptions, respectively, (CEQA Guidelines, §§ 15304, 15308.)1 Each exemption is 
relevant to the project as discussed below. 

Class 4 Categorical Exemption 

CDFW finds the Project to be exempt pursuant to CEQA guidelines Section 15304, the 
exemption for “Minor Alterations to Land.” Class 4, as relevant here, consists of minor 
public or private alterations in the condition of land, water and/or vegetation, which do 
not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agriculture 
purposes. The project falls within the class because it involves minor public alterations 
to land consisting of alterations in the condition of vegetation. The project does not 
involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees.  

Class 8 Categorical Exemption 

CDFW finds the Project to be exempt pursuant to CEQA guidelines Section 15308, the 
exemption for “Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment.” 
Class 8, as relevant here, consists of actions taken by regulatory agencies, as 
authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, 
enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment. Construction activities and relaxation of 
standards allowing environmental degradation are not included in this exemption. The 
project falls within the class because CDFW is a regulatory agency authorized by 
California Fish and Game Code and its mission (ie § 712.1. (a)(1) and (2)), to manage 
California’s diverse fish, wildlife and plant resources and their habitats, including but not 
limited to the management of departmental lands and facilities. CDFW is additionally 
tasked by the Governor’s Forest Management Task Force in the comprehensive 

 

1 The “CEQA Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of 

Regulations, commencing with Section 15000. 

http://www.cdfw.ca.gov/


strategy outlined in the 2021 document, “California’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience 
Action Plan,” to expand forest management on state-owned lands, to improve resilience 
against wildfires and other impacts of climate change, and assist Calfire and other state 
agencies in scaling up fuel treatments to the target of 500,000 acres annually. Fire 
resiliency activities proposed are for the protection of the environment to reduce the 
potential for devastating catastrophic wildfire through fuel load reduction. The project 
does not include proposed construction, or relaxation of environmental standards that 
would result in environmental degradation.  
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