
            

State Water Resources Control Board
December 16, 2025

John Hitchcock
City of South Lake Tahoe
1052 Tata Lane,
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

CITY OF SOUTH LAKE TAHOE (CITY), INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION (IS/MND) FOR THE TAHOE KEYS WELL #4 SITE IMPROVEMENTS 
AND WATERLINE UPGRADE PROJECT (PROJECT), STATE CLEARINGHOUSE # 
2025120227

Dear Mr. John Hitchcock: 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the IS/MND for the proposed Project. The State 
Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board), Division of Drinking Water 
(DDW), issues domestic water supply permits under the Safe Drinking Water Act. This 
Project falls under DDW's Sacramento District jurisdiction. The Sacramento District 
issues permit amendments according to the Title 22 California Code of Regulations 
(Cal. Code Regs.) chapter 16. Public water systems need a permit amendment for 
modification of the water supply including new sources, new reservoirs with 100,000-
gallon capacity or greater, service area expansions of twenty percent or more, and 
treatment design capacity or process changes as per Cal. Code Regs. § 64556. The 
Tahoe Keys Water Company (TKWC) will need to apply for a water supply permit 
amendment for the new drinking water source and possible treatment changes, as 
needed.

The State Water Board, DDW, as a responsible agency under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has the following comments on the IS/MND:

· Under Table 1. Potentially Required Permits and Approvals, State Water 
Resources Control Board (PDF page 4), please add “Domestic water supply 
permit amendment” as a “Potential Permit or Approval” and “Addition of water 
supply infrastructure (as outlined in Cal. Code of Regs. §64556 Permit 
Amendments) to the TKWC public water system,” as an “Action Requiring Permit 
Approval or Review”.

· Please discuss the expected water quality of the well, and if the well can 
currently meet the Waterworks Standards (Ca. Code Regs. tit. 22, chapter 16). 
As part of the discussion, please also discuss if the Highway 50 and 89 “Y” 
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intersection perchloroethylene (PCE) plume will impact the water quality of the 
new well and if pumping from the well will impact the spread of the plume to 
other noncontaminated sources and waterbodies.

· Preliminary designs for the Project included sodium hypochlorite treatment 
(Appendix E, PDF page 165). For all treatment that may be needed, including 
chlorination, please discuss the type of treatment(s), the treatment infrastructure 
that may be installed, the operation of the treatment system(s), and possible 
environmental impacts, as needed.

· The designs include plans for sewer piping that crosses over or under drinking 
water piping (PDF page 165). Cal. Code of Regs. §64572 includes restrictions 
on water supply line separation from sewage lines. Please discuss if Cal. Code 
of Regs. can be met or if a waiver or alternative to Waterworks Standards (Cal. 
Code. Regs. § 64551.100) will be needed. If a waiver is needed, the water 
system will need to provide the DDW Sacramento District with alternate plans.

· Please discuss whether heavy equipment will work within West Lagoon to install 
the pipeline. If so, please discuss the possible water quality impacts, water 
quality permits that will be needed, and how water quality will be protected. 

Once the CEQA process is completed, please forward the following items in support of 
TKWC’s permit application to the State Water Board, DDW Sacramento District at 
DWPDIST09@waterboards.ca.gov:

· The IS/MND, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP), and comments 
received and the lead agency responses as appropriate; 

· The Resolution or Board Minutes adopting the IS/MND and MMRP, and 
approving the Project; and

· The Notice of Determination filed at the County Clerk’s Office and the State 
Clearinghouse.

Please contact Lori Schmitz of the State Water Board at (916) 449-5285 or 
Lori.Schmitz@waterboards.ca.gov, for questions regarding this comment letter.  

Sincerely,

Lori Schmitz
Environmental Scientist
Division of Financial Assistance
Special Project Review Unit
1001 I Street, 16th floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Cc:  

mailto:DWPDIST09@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Lori.Schmitz@waterboards.ca.gov
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State Clearinghouse

Austin Peterson
District Engineer
Sacramento District

Salvador Turrubiartes
Associate Sanitary Engineer
Sacramento District
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