
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

To: Office of Land Use and Climate 
Innovation 
Attn: State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

From: Department of Water Resources 
Water Management 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236-0001 

Project Title Temporary Additional Point of Delivery of Santa Clara Valley Water 
District’s State Water Project Supplies and Additional Return Mechanisms 
to Recover Santa Clara Valley Water District’s State Water Project 
Supplies Stored in the Semitropic Water Banking and Exchange Program 
(SWP #25013 and SWP #25014) 

Location- Specific From the Delta to San Luis Reservoir 

Location- County Santa Clara and Merced County. 

Description of 
Activity 

Santa Clara Valley Water District (Santa Clara) is a State Water Project 
(SWP) contractor and a Central Valley Project (CVP) contractor. Santa Clara 
typically receives its SWP water supplies from DWR through the South Bay 
Aqueduct and receives its CVP water from Reclamation from Turnout 59 in 
San Luis Reservoir and subsequently through the CVP’s San Felipe Division 
facilities. 

SWP Agreement #25013 provides for the delivery of a portion of Santa Clara’s 
SWP water supplies to an additional delivery point—specifically Turnout 59 at 
San Luis Reservoir—for subsequent conveyance to Santa Clara by 
Reclamation via CVP’s San Felipe Division facilities through December 31, 
2029. This agreement aims to enhance operational flexibility during periods 
when the South Bay Aqueduct is unavailable or operating at reduced capacity. 

SWP Agreement #25014 similarly seeks to improve delivery flexibility but 
focuses specifically on the delivery of Santa Clara’s previously banked SWP 
water stored in Semitropic Water Storage District’s groundwater banking 
program under SWPAO Agreements #06011 and #10012, which only provide 
for the recovery of banked water via the South Bay Aqueduct. SWP #25014 
provides for additional delivery mechanisms to allow Santa Clara’s banked 
water under SWPAO #06011 and #10012 to be delivered into 1) San Luis 
Reservoir for temporary storage and future recovery through the CVP’s San 
Felipe Division facilities, and/or 2) San Luis Reservoir for temporary storage 
and future delivery into Santa Clara’s service area through the South Bay 
Aqueduct, through December 31, 2029. 

Name of Public 
Agencies Approving 
or Carrying out 
Activity 

Santa Clara (local agency), DWR (state agency), Reclamation (federal 
agency) 

Exempt Status ☐    Ministerial 

☐    Declared Emergency 

☐    Emergency Project 

    Categorical Exemption: Class 1; CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, 
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Existing Facilities 

☐    Statutory Exemption: California Water Code Section 1729 

Reasons why 
activity is exempt 

a. The project is a water management operation to improve delivery 
flexibility for Santa Clara’s SWP water supplies, with no changes to 
the amounts of approved water supplies. 

b. No construction is required to implement the proposed delivery. 
c. The facilities are existing facilities that have not been expanded or 

modified to implement the proposed delivery. 
d. There will be no change in land use. 

DWR Contact 
Person 

Patrick Luzuriaga 
Telephone: 916-820-7778 

Signature: 

_______________________________________ 
Molly White 
Assistant Division Manager, Water Management 
Division of Operations and Maintenance 
State Water Project 

Date: 

__________________________________ 
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