
Deva Marie Proto, County Clerk 
BY: 'fv1 r;Jt/~ 

Mary Damon, Deputy Clerk 

This notice was posted on 12/02/2025 
and will remain posted for a period of thirty days 
through 01/02/2026 

Doc No.49-12022025-469 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
From Lead Agency and Project 

To: Applicant: 
Clerk-Recorder, Sonoma County Office of Planning and Research Sonoma County Regional Parks 
585 Fiscal Dr., Room 103 P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 400 Aviation Blvd., Suite 100 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Santa Rosa , CA 95403 

(707) 565-2041 

The Sonoma County Regional Parks Department, pursuant to Section 23A-11 of the Sonoma County Code, 

determines that the following project is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act: 

Project Title: Wohler Culvert Repair 

Project Location: 

Address: 10441 Wohler Road 

APN(s): 110-220-009 

~rgss Streets: Eastside Ro§g: 
Latitude/Longitude: 38.5043, -122.8823 
County: Sonoma 
City: unincorporated area 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 

The project is to repair a culvert occurring on Sonoma County Regional Parks' property near Wohler Road. Last 

winter this culvert backed up substantially causing flooding on Wohler Road and causing water to flow over the 
road and reroute around a portion of the drainage with riparian vegetation restoration. The purpose of the project is 

to repair and stabilize the existing culvert so that water can flow to the restoration area, downstream 
sedimentation is avoided , and Wohler Road does not flood. 

In summer of 2025, under guidance of the Northern California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Regional 
Parks retained Miksis Services to unblock the culvert and stabilize deteriorating culvert ends. Once the work to 

remove about 20 feet of roots grown into the culvert and resulting trapped sediment had been performed, Miksis 
determined that the culvert needed to be lined to preserve long-term function. Regional Parks approved the 
additional scope and work was scheduled to be conducted during the remaining small window of dry weather. 

This became impossible because, when Miksis came to begin work on the culvert lining, they discovered that the 

culvert changes size from 18" to 24" partway through. The intended culvert lining, Dynaliner, can only expand 1 

culvert size {for instance, to 21 "would be possible, but not all the way to 24"). To maintain functional stability over 

the longterm, the culvert needs to be lined with one continuous liner. 

Miksis Services will remove the upstream 17' of the 18" CMP upstream of the 22-degree bend, digging to the 

culvert invert in the existing road, and replace it with 24" CMP. A confined space crew will clean the damaged 40' of 
24" CMP with a dry-vacuum industrial loader truck. Once the preparatory work is completed, a 24" Dyna liner 

seamless thermoformed PVC pipe liner will be installed to achieve a continuous diameter pipe. Both ends of the 

culvert will be stabilized . 



Signature: 

Steve Ehret, Planning Manager 

The project will benefit residents of Sonoma County by protecting water quality and winter users of Wohler Road by 

preventing or limiting flooding. 

Public Agency Approving Project: 

Sonoma County Regional Parks 

Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: 

Sonoma County Regional Parks 

Exempt Status: (Please selection one or more) 

□ Ministerial [§21 0BO(b){1 ); §15268; §15266(b)(c)] 

□ Declared Emergency [§21080(b){3); §15269(a)] 

IZI Emergency Project [§210B0(b)(4}J 

□ Stat utory Click or tap here to enter text. 

□ General Rule [§15061 (b)(3)] 

□ Categorical Click or tap here to enter text. 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: 

Repair work on the culvert was anticipated and undertaken during the dry season of 2025 to resolve the flooding on 

Wohler Road that occurred during the winter of 2024-2025. The extent of damage discovered during culvert repair 

was excessive as sections of the CMP were rusted through and failing, and it was even more unexpected when the 

culvert turned out to change size partway through its length, extending the time window necessary for project 

completion. While the culvert could be replaced next summer, the debris and roots that were holding it up have 
already been removed. Thus, there is a very high chance that substantial rains this winter will cause the culvert to 

collapse resulting in increased flooding on the road, sediment downstream, and new erosion channels . Therefore, 

it is urgent to put the culvert into its long-term stable configuration as soon as possible. 

Per Condition VI.A.6, "All repairs and construction shall be kept to the minimum necessary to alleviate the 
immediate emergency and limited to in-kind replacement or refurbishment of on-site features." In order to use the 

most environmentally sensitive solution, digging only in the upstream end of the culvert located under a road and 

in the fill for the road, the project includes a minor upgrade to make the entire culvert 24", instead of reducing the 

size of the downstream end of the culvert, resulting in impacts on riparian vegetation and perhaps channel 

disturbance. 

It is exempt because doing the work now is likely to help mitigate flooding this winter, but the circumstances 

requiring the work to avoid flooding were not known and could not have been known prior to embarking on the 

routine culvert unclogging and repair last summer. 

Date: 12/1/2025 

Lead Agency Contact Person: 

Name Laura Saunders 

Title Planning Technician 
Sonoma County Regional Parks 
(707) 565-2041 



RECEIPT NUMBER: 
49-12022025-469 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 
LEAD AGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL DATE 
SONOMA COUNTY REGIONAL PARKS 12/02/2025 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER 

SONOMA 25-1202-01 

PROJECT TITLE 

WOHLER CULVERT REPAIR 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

SONOMA COUNTY REGIONAL PARKS '707) )365-2041 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

400 AVIATION BLVD STE 100 SANTA ROSA CA 95403 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

IB] Local Public Agency D School District D Other Special District D State Agency D Private Entity 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $4,123.50 $ ------------
D Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $2,968.75 $ ------------

D $ ___________ _ Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $1,401 .75 

IXI Exempt from fee 

IX] Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $850.00 $ 

IXI County documentary handling fee $ $50.00 

D Other $ 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

D Cash D $50.00 Credit 0 Check IX] Other TOT AL RECEIVED $ 

SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

Mary Damon, Deputy County Clerk-Recorder 

State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 

2025 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE 
CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/25) Previously DFG 753.5a 

ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFW/ASB COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK DFW 753.5a (Rev. 01012025) 




