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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

To:  Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation  
State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044  

From: Department of Toxic Substances Control  
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

Project Title: LA CADA Facility Removal Action Work Plan  
Project Location: 10425 South Painter Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, 90670 
County: Los Angeles 
Project Applicant: Los Angeles Centers for Alcohol and Drug Abuse (LA CADA), 12070 Telegraph Road, 
Suite 207, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

Approval Action Under Consideration by DTSC:  Removal Action Work Plan 
Statutory Authority:  California Health and Safety Code, Chapter 6.8 
Project Description:  The project consists of implementing the Soil Removal Action Work Plan (RAW) to 
address arsenic on approximately 1 acre of land located at 10425 South Painter Avenue, Santa Fe Springs 
(Site), also known as the “Allen House”. The project activities include removing the existing asphalt pavement 
and installing new asphalt; excavating approximately 460 cubic yards (CY) of soil, disposing of the soil off-site, 
and backfilling with clean imported soil in landscaped areas. In addition, institutional controls, including a land 
use covenant, will be implemented to manage residual arsenic-impacted soil. The project is estimated to take 
approximately 5 to 9 days and require up to 88 truck trips.  

Background: The Site contains a single-story in-patient rehabilitation facility (11,042-square feet), parking lot, 
and playground on a parcel identified by Los Angeles County assessor parcel number (APN) 8011-014-024. 
The property is bordered by Painter Avenue to the east. The surrounding properties are commercial, retail, and 
light industrial businesses. On March 10, 2020, DTSC entered a Standard Voluntary Agreement, Docket No. 
HAS-FY19/20-097, with LA CADA to investigate and remediate the Site. 

The Site building was constructed in 1965 with remodeling and additions completed in 1967. Prior to construction 
of the Site building, oil wells may have been present on the parcel during the 1950s and 1960s. The Site may 
have also been used to store chemicals associated with a spray chemical manufacturer between approximately 
1953 and 1961. Standard Oil (Chevron) likely occupied the Site or portions of it between 1963 to 1972. Standard 
Oil’s operations at the Site included the installation of a 12,000-gallon gasoline underground storage tank (UST) 
in 1976. The UST was located in the northwestern corner of the Site and used in the 1970s to fuel company 
trucks. The UST was removed in the late 1980s; no total petroleum hydrocarbons or benzene, toluene, 
ethylbenzene, or xylene (BTEX) compounds were detected in soil samples collected during UST removal. 
McFarland Energy occupied the Site from 1972 to 1998 and used it for administrative offices. 

The Site was purchased by LA CADA in 1998 and has been operated as an in-patient substance abuse 
treatment facility. The Site has undergone recent renovations and is currently occupied. Future possible 
occupants of the facility include women with children.   

Previous Investigations: Several rounds of Site assessments have been completed. Arsenic was identified in 
soil at concentrations (maximum of 650 milligrams per kilogram) exceeding the residential screening levels 
and/or the Southern California regional background. In addition, low concentrations of volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) were identified in soil vapor. Two rounds of sub-slab vapor and indoor air sampling were 
conducted at the Site in October 2024 and May 2025. Results of the 2024 and 2025 sub-slab vapor and indoor 
air sampling and human health risk evaluation indicate that vapor intrusion risk is below the DTSC risk 
management range for the current Site building and residential scenarios. As such, potential exposures to 
VOCs are not evaluated in this soil RAW. 

Project Activities: Include soil excavation (typically to 18 inches below ground surface) using mini excavators 
and/or hand tools. The excavated soil will be moved to designated soil stockpile areas. Hand excavation will be 
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conducted close to existing building, utilities, and mature trees. The bottom of the excavation will be covered 
with a bright orange demarcation fabric that will provide immediate visual evidence that impacted soil has been 
encountered during any future subsurface work in this area of the Site. The excavated area will be backfilled 
with imported clean soil.  
 
There will be a Soil Management Plan (SMP) that will address excavation requirements, including South Coast 
Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 403 site preparation (e.g., signs, fencing, windscreens, etc.), 
notifications, and recordkeeping/reporting and SCAQMD Rule 1466 requirements. 
Perimeter air monitoring will be conducted by an environmental contractor to evaluate whether standard dust 
control procedures (e.g., soil wetting) are adequate, or engineering controls are required to mitigate potential 
exposures to arsenic in dust that may be emitted to ambient air during earthwork activities. Based on perimeter 
air monitoring results, the contractor will require to implement additional dust suppression efforts. 
Because residual arsenic in soil will not meet unrestricted land use criteria, restriction on land development and 
use is required. A Land use covenant will be placed on the property deed and recorded with the Los Angeles 
County Assessor’s office. The land use covenant shall specify that the areas (defined by legal description and 
exhibit) with arsenic in soil that exceeds the regional background concentration require additional investigation 
or remedy prior to redevelopment. 
Although not anticipated, in the event biological, cultural or historical resources are discovered in the course of 
project activities, work will be suspended while a qualified biologist, cultural or historical specialist makes an 
assessment of the area and arrangements are made to protect or preserve any resources that are discovered. 
If human remains are discovered, no further disturbance will occur in the location where the remains are found, 
and the County Coroner will be notified pursuant to the Health and Safety Code, Chapter 2, Section 7050.5. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Department of Toxic Substances Control  
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Los Angeles Centers for Alcohol and Drug Abuse (LA 
CADA) 
Exempt Status: Class 30 Categorical Exemption, CCR Title 14, Sec. 15330 
Exemption Title: Minor Actions to Mitigate or Eliminate the Release of Hazardous Waste or Hazardous 
Substances 
Reasons Why Project is Exempt:  
1. The project is a minor action designed to prevent, minimize, stabilize, mitigate or eliminate the release or 

threat of release of hazardous waste or hazardous substances. 
2. The project is a removal action that will not exceed $1 million in cost.  
3. The project will be consistent with applicable State and local environmental permitting requirements.  
4. The project does not involve the onsite use of a hazardous waste incinerator or thermal treatment unit. 
5. The project does not involve the relocation of residences or businesses.  
6. The project does not involve the potential release into the air of volatile organic compounds as defined in 

Health and Safety Code Section 25123. (Exception: Small-scale in situ soil vapor extraction and treatment 
systems which have been permitted by the Air Pollution Control District or the Air Quality Management 
District.) 

7. The exceptions pursuant to Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15300.2 have been addressed as follows: 
a. Cumulative Impact. The project will not result in cumulative impacts because it is designed to be a 

short-term, final remedy that would not lead to a succession of projects of the same type in the 
same place over time.  

b. Significant Effect. The environmental safeguards and monitoring procedures that are enforceable 
and made a condition of project approval will prevent unusual circumstances from occurring so that 
there is no possibility that the project will have a significant effect on the environment. 

c. Scenic Highways. The project will not damage scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, 
historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, because it is not located within view of a 
highway officially designated as a state scenic highway.  
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d. Hazardous Waste Sites. The project is not located on a site which is included on any list compiled 
pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.  

e. Historical Resources. The project is not expected to cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource because none are anticipated. 

The administrative record for this project is available to the public by appointment at the following 
location: 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

Additional project information is available on EnviroStor: 
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?global_id=60002952

Project Manager’s Name 
Wyatt George 

Title 
Engineering Geologist 

Phone Number 
714-484-5387 

Branch Chief’s Signature: 

 
 

Date:  

November 24, 2025 

Branch Chief’s Name 
Eileen Mananian 

Title 
Environmental Program Manager I 
(Supervisory) 

Phone Number 
714-484-5349
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