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The proposed Atascadero Mutual Water Company Water Treatment Plant project involves construction of a facility to 
treat for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances detected within the AMWC production wells located adjacent to the Salinas 
River between State Route 41 and Chico Road. The WTP would be located within a portion of AMWC’s existing 
Corporation Yard at the northwest corner of the overpass of State Route 41 over Sycamore Road. Several components 
of the WTP would be located under metal canopies, the treatment vessels would be located in the open air, and the 
Operations Center would be enclosed in a prefabricated metal building that would be about 20 feet in height and  
approximately 3,800 square feet in size. Chemical storage facilities would be located under a metal canopy with covered 
chain-link fencing surrounding the chemical containment areas. The project includes installation of new outdoor lighting, 
including downward-facing pole-mounted lights and chain-mounted LED lights under canopies (shielded by quarter-
height panels). Native landscape plants would be placed along the Sycamore Road frontage. Due to existing conditions 
at the project site, ground improvements including over-excavation of materials, rapid impact compaction, and 
reconstruction of the over-excavation materials into a structural backfill would be conducted in certain areas to densify 
the ground beneath the project site and improve the soil conditions to be suitable for the proposed project. The proposed 
project would not result in increased groundwater extraction from AMWC’s production wells beyond baseline conditions.

Biological (a. MM BIO-1): Nesting birds may utilize the project site and adjacent vegetation. Project activities shall occur 
outside of bird breeding season to the extent practicable, otherwise a nesting bird pre-construction survey shall be 
conducted for the project site and 100-foot buffer around it no sooner than 10 days prior to construction.
 
Cultural (b. MM CR-1 / CR-2): A cultural resource assessment did not identify any archaeological resources on the 
project site, though it is in close proximity to mapped resources. During construction, a Native American representative 
shall observe all ground disturbing activities. If resources are found, an archaeologist shall be consulted and the site/find 
shall be evaluated for listing in the CRHR.
 
Noise: (a. MM NOI-1 / NOI-2): Temporary noise levels during construction may exceed the City's nighttime noise 
standards if nighttime construction is pursued. Post-construction operational noise levels may lead to a significant 
increase in ambient noise levels at the nearest residences. AMWC shall require contractors to utilize strategies to reduce 
nighttime construction levels below 45 dBA Leq and shall notice proximate residences. Following construction, AMWC 
shall retain a noise consultant and install a sound wall if nighttime noise levels exceed 45 dBA Leq.
 
Land Use and Planning (b. MM CR-1 / CR-2 / NOI-1 / NOI-2): The project may, if not mitigated through the above 
measures, conflict with the City of Atascadero General Plan. See above.
 
Mandatory Findings of Significance (b./c. MM BIO-1 / CR-1 / CR-2 / NOI-1 / NOI-2): The project may, if not mitigated 
through the above measures, cause cumulative and substantial adverse effects on human beings. See above.



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

N/A

State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water – water supply permit amendment
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) – Conditional Letter of Map Revision or Letter
of Map Revision


