NOTICE OF PREPARATION

To: Office of Planning and Research
Responsible and Trustee Agencies
Other Interested Parties

From: Steven Sopp, Principal Planner
City of Tulare
411 East Kern Ave.
Tulare, CA 93274
(559) 684-4223

Subject: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and
Scoping Meetings for the International Agri-Center Annexation and
Master Plan

Date: December 1, 2025

City/County Location: City of Tulare, Tulare County
Applicant: World Ag Expo - International Agri-Center

Pursuant to Section 15082(a) of the California Environmental Quality Act (1970), the City
of Tulare (City) will be the lead agency and will require preparation of an environmental
impact report for the project described below. Consistent with your agency's statutory
authority, the City requests input regarding the scope and content of the EIR. The City
has concluded that the project could result in potentially significant environmental impacts
and therefore an EIR is required. The project description and location are included herein.

The annual World Ag Expo is the largest farm show in the world and attracts international
attendees, as well as exhibitors. In 2019, this 3-day event attracted 106,357 attendees
and 1,442 exhibitors from 46 states and 56 countries. This show is unique in offering
networking opportunities as it showcases the latest technology in the agricultural industry
and offers hands on interaction through tours, seminars and special events. Many sectors
of the agriculture industry represented include: Dairy/Livestock, Vine/Trees,
Machinery/Implement, Tools/Supplies, Row Crops, Processing/Manufacturing,
Government, Technology, Hay/Forage, Irrigation, Financial/lnsurance, Media and
Alternative Energy. Over 90% of the attendees are directly related to the Agricultural
Industry and attend to buy products, network and discover new technology.

The World Ag Expo is a key support and promoter of the Agricultural Industry as a whole.
This event alone has a positive economic, fiscal, and social impact on California
particularly strong in the Tulare County and surrounding counties (Kern, Fresno, and
Kings Counties). In addition to the World Ag Expo, the Agri-Center facility is host to over
300 events annually such as community events, wedding, receptions, business and



governmental meetings, gun shows and equestrian events.

Environmental analysis is being prepared to analyze potential impacts of implementation
and development consistent with the International Agri-Center's Master Plan including:
Expansion of the Heritage Complex, construction of a Equestrian Center, a convention
center, and hotels. The master plan also calls for several improvements to the existing
site to improve and expand the Ag Expo and other events annually including construction
of parks and parklets, additional parking, establishment of parking for recreational
vehicles, deployment of roof top solar and parking shade structure solar, and construction
of additional food service and restrooms. The environmental analysis is also intended to
analyze the impacts of entitlement applications related to the implementation of
International Agri-Center's Master Plan including a General Plan Amendment, Zone
Amendment, Conditional Use Permit, Annexation and Sphere of Influence amendment.

The Project would result in onsite and offsite infrastructure improvements including new
and relocated utilities, and new private street improvements.

The project is located at 4500 S. Laspina Street Tulare, CA 93274. The study area for the
Master Plan located east of State Route 99. The area is bound by State Route 99 to the
west, Paige Avenue to the north, Turner Drive to the northeast, and the southern
boundary is the Elk Bayou. The majority of the study area is located within the City of
Tulare City Limits. The study area includes the area owned by the Agri-Center. Figure
1 of the initial study provided shows the study area boundaries for the Master Plan. A
majority of the master plan area is within the City of Tulare Urban Development Boundary
and Spere of Influence. A portion is within the unincorporated area of Tulare County.

Pursuant to CEQA Section 15060(d) of the CEQA Guidelines, the project may potentially
result in significant impacts related to: Air Quality, Agricultural Resources, Biological
Resources, Cultural Resources, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Geology and Soils, Noise, Transportation, Tribal
Cultural Resources, and Mandatory Findings of Significance. An EIR will be prepared to
evaluate the proposed project’s potential impacts on the environment, outline mitigation
measures, and analyze potential project alternatives.

PUBLIC SCOPING

The EIR will consider potential environmental effects of the proposed project to determine
the level of significance of the environmental effect and will analyze these potential effects
to the detail necessary to make a determination on the level of significance. Those
environmental issues that have been determined to be less than significant will have a
discussion that is limited to a brief explanation of why those effects are not considered
potentially significant. In addition, the EIR may also consider those environmental issues
which are raised by responsible agencies, trustee agencies, and members of the public
or related agencies during the NOP process. Comments that are provided during the NOP
scoping period will be included as part of the administrative record for the project and will
be appropriately addressed in the EIR.



We need to know the views of your agency or organization as to the scope and content
of the environmental information germane to your agency’s statutory responsibilities or of
interest to your organization in connection with the proposed project. Specifically, we are
requesting the following:

1. If you are a public agency, state whether your agency will be a responsible or
trustee agency for the proposed project and list the permits or approvals from your
agency that will be required for the project and its future actions;

2. Identify significant environmental effects and mitigation measures that you believe
need to be explored in the EIR with supporting discussion of why you believe these
effects may be significant;

3. Describe special studies and other information that you believe are necessary for
the City of Tulare to analyze the significant environmental effects, alternatives, and
mitigation measures you have identified;

4. For public agencies that provide infrastructure and public services, identify any
facilities that must be provided (both on- and off-site) to provide services to the
proposed project;

5. Indicate whether a member(s) from your agency would like to attend a scoping
workshop/meeting for public agencies to discuss the scope and content of the
EIR’s environmental information;

6. Provide the name, title, and telephone number of the contact person from your
agency or organization that we can contact regarding your comments.

Due to the limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent and received by the
City of Tulare by the following deadlines:

o Forresponsible agencies, not later than 30 days after you receive this notice.

e For all other agencies and organizations, not later than 30 days following the
publication of this Notice of Preparation. The 30-day review period ends January
9, 2026.

If we do not receive a response from your agency or organization, we will presume that
your agency or organization has no response to make.

A responsible agency, trustee agency, or other public agency may request a meeting with
the City of Tulare or its representatives in accordance with Section 15082(c) of the CEQA
Guidelines. A public scoping meeting will be held during the public review period as
follows:



e Wednesday, December 10, 2025 from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
International Agri-Center
Banquet Hall
4500 South Laspina Street
Tulare, CA 93274

Please send your responses to Steven Sopp, Principal Planner at the City of Tulare, 411
East Kern Ave. Tulare, CA 93274; or vja email at ssopp@tulare.ca.gov. If you have any
guestions, please ¢ t Steven Sopp/at (559) 684-4216 or ssopp@tulare.ca.gov.

Signature:

Steven Sopp, Principal Planner

Attachments: Figure 1, Location Map
Figure 2, IAC Master Plan Map
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World Ag Expo — International Agri-Center
Master Plan Proposal

13 AGRICULTURAL KEYNOTES
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