
 

 

      
     

 
        

     
      

   

      
 

   
    

            
      

              
               

               
                 

      

              
              

             
              

               
             

            
               

             
                 

       

    
      

    
      

          

                
               

                 
                

             
               

             
                 

                  
                

              
     

    
          

   
  

  
  

 
 

    
  

  
  

 
 

  

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION FROM THE 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 

To: Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate From: South Coast Air Quality Management 
Innovation – State Clearinghouse District 
1400 Tenth St, Suite 222 21865 Copley Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5502 Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

Project Title: Proposed Amended Rule 1469 – Hexavalent Chromium Emissions from Chromium 
Electroplating and Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations 

Project Location: The proposed project is located within the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District’s (South Coast AQMD) jurisdiction, which includes the four-county South Coast Air Basin (all of 
Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino counties), and 
the Riverside County portion of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the non-Palo Verde, Riverside County portion 
of the Mojave Desert Air Basin. 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: Proposed Amended Rule 1469 (PAR 1469) 
implements the 2023 California Air Resources Board (CARB) amendments to the Airborne Toxic Control 
Measure for Chromium Plating and Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations (Chrome ATCM) including the 
phase out of hexavalent chromium used for decorative chrome operations and functional chrome operations 
dependent on findings from pending technology reviews to be conducted by CARB. The Chrome ATCM 
also prohibits new hexavalent chromium electroplating or chromic acid anodizing facilities and includes 
enhanced best management practices and housekeeping requirements. In addition, PAR 1469 includes 
clarifications of existing rule requirements, changes to source test deadlines, and procedures that assist in 
rule implementation. Upon full implementation, PAR 1469 is projected to reduce hexavalent chromium 
emissions by approximately 6.56 pounds per year which will reduce risk of exposure of this toxic chemical 
to workers, nearby receptors, and the public. 

Public Agency Approving Project: Agency Carrying Out Project: 
South Coast Air Quality Management District South Coast Air Quality Management District 

Exempt Status: CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) – Common Sense Exemption 

Reasons Why Project Is Exempt: South Coast AQMD, as Lead Agency, has reviewed the proposed project 
(PAR 1469) pursuant to: 1) CEQA Guidelines Section 15002(k) – General Concepts, the three-step process 
for deciding which document to prepare for a project subject to CEQA; and 2) CEQA Guidelines Section 
15061 – Review for Exemption, procedures for determining if a project is exempt from CEQA. Because 
PAR 1469 incorporates provisions from the Chrome ATCM, an existing regulation whose environmental 
impacts were analyzed in the Final Environmental Analysis for the Proposed Amendments to the Airborne 
Toxic Control Measure for Chromium Electroplating and Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations which was 
certified by CARB on May 25, 2023, and because PAR 1469 includes other requirements which are separate 
from the Chrome ATCM and do not require physical modifications, it can be seen with certainty that there 
is no possibility that the proposed project may have a significant adverse effect on the environment. 
Therefore, the proposed project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) 
– Common Sense Exemption. 

Date of Project Approval: 
South Coast AQMD Governing Board Public Hearing: December 5, 2025 

CEQA Contact Person: Phone Number: Email: 
Kevin Ni (909) 396-2462 kni@aqmd.gov 

PAR 1469 Contact Person: Phone Number: Email: 
Min Sue (909) 396-3241 msue@aqmd.gov 
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