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patches of elderberry shrubs (Sambucus mexicana) present in this habitat type. Annual 
grasslands cover approximately 3.13 acres within the BSA. 

Barren 
The BSA contains existing dirt trails that traverse riparian woodland and annual grassland 
habitats, both of which have been disturbed by frequent foot traffic. Barren areas are also present 
along the northern shoulder of the existing Two Rivers Trail, which runs northeast through the 
BSA. These areas are either entirely devoid of vegetation or support only sparse, disturbed plant 
growth. Due to the BSA’s location within a heavily used recreational area, these barren zones 
experience significant human activity. Barren areas account for approximately 0.69 acres of the 
BSA. 

Native Planting Area  

The BSA includes a native planting area in its western region, covering approximately 0.19 acres. 
This area features a variety of planted native species, including broadleaf milkweed (Asclepias 
latifolia), deer grass (Muhlenbergia rigens), and California fuchsia (Epilobium canum). This area 
provides suitable foraging habitat for a variety of pollinators including the monarch butterfly. 

Perennial Stream Channel 

The BSA is located directly on the southern bank of the American River, a perennial stream 
channel that holds water year-round. The river originates in eastern Placer County in the Tahoe 
National Forest and flows southwest before converging with the Sacramento River. Given the 
BSA is approximately 14 miles downstream of the Nimbus Dam, flows within this portion of the 
American River are influenced by water releases generated by the Dam, regulated by the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation. This aquatic feature is classified as a WOTUS and state. The American 
River comprises approximately 2.04 acres of the BSA. 

Riparian Scrub 

Riparian scrub habitat occurs along waterways and is characterized by shrubs and small trees 
adapted to wet conditions and periodic flooding. Within the BSA, this habitat is primarily 
dominated by narrowleaf willow (Salix exigua), which grows in patches along the banks of the 
American River. In some areas, an understory of native California blackberry (Rubus ursinus) is 
also present. Riparian scrub covers approximately 0.68 acres of the BSA. 

Riparian Woodland 

The BSA includes a dense, mature riparian woodland habitat that encompasses the south bank 
of the American River. This community is dominated by a variety of native tree species including 
valley oak (Quercus lobata), box elder (Acer negundo), Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia), Fremont 
cottonwood (Populus fremontii), northern California black walnut (Juglans hindsii), California 
sycamore (Plantanus racemosa), arroyo willow (Arroyo willow), and Gooding’s willow (Salix 
gooddingii). Along Sutter’s Landing Beach, the understory of the riparian woodland habitat is 
barren and lacks herbaceous vegetation due to recreational use. Upland of Sutter’s Landing 
Beach, the understory is comprised of Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus), California rose 
(Rosa californica), and wild grape (Vitis californica). Elderberry shrub patches are also common 
throughout the community. Riparian woodland provides suitable habitat for a variety of wildlife 
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species including birds and mammals. Riparian woodland comprises approximately 4.41 acres of 
the BSA.  

Urban 
The BSA includes developed urban areas including a portion of the 28th & B Street Skate Park, a 
parking lot, the paved Two Rivers Trail and a second unnamed gravel trail.  These areas are 
devoid of vegetation and regularly disturbed as a result of intensive recreational activity. Urban 
areas comprise approximately 1.28 acres of the BSA. 

  



Chapter 3. Results: Environmental Setting 

Sutter’s Landing ADA River Access Trail Project                                                   22 
Biological Resources Technical Report 

Table 1. Species Observed 

Scientific Name Common Name Native (N)/ Non-Native (X)1 
Plant Species 

Acer negundo Boxelder N 
Acer saccharinum Silver maple X 

Artemisia douglasiana  Mugwort N 
Asclepias latifolia Broadleaf milkweed N 

Avena sp. Wild oat X [Moderate] 
Baccharis pilularis Coyote brush N 
Bromus diandrus Ripgut brome X [Moderate] 

Carduus pycnocephalus Italian thistle X [Moderate] 
Carex barbarae Valley sedge N 

Catalpa speciosa Northern catalpa X 
Celtis sinensis Chinese hackberry X 

Centaurea solstitialis Yellow star thistle X [High] 
Cephalanthus occidentalis Common buttonbush N 

Cercis occidentalis Western redbud N 
Chenopodium album Lambs quarters X 
Conium maculatum Poison hemlock X [Moderate] 
Cynodon dactylon Bermuda grass X [Moderate] 
Cyperus eragrostis Tall flatsedge X [Moderate] 

Daucus carota Queen Anne's lace X 
Elymus triticoides Beardless wild rye N 

Epilobium brachycarpum Panicled willow herb N 
Epilobium canum California fuchsia N 

Equisetum laevigatum Smooth horsetail N 
Eschscholzia californica California poppy N 
Euthamia occidentalis Western goldenrod N 

Festuca perennis Italian rye grass X [Moderate] 
Foeniculum vulgare  Sweet fennel X [Moderate] 

Fraxinus latifolia Oregon ash X 
Grindelia camporum Common gumweed N 
Hirschfeldia incana Shortpod mustard X [Moderate] 
Hordeum murinum  Foxtail barley X [Moderate] 

Hypericum perforatum Klamath weed X [Limited] 
Juglans hindsii Northern california black 

walnut 
N 

Lactuca serriola Prickly lettuce X 
Lepidium latifolium Broadleaved pepperweed X [High] 

Marah fabacea California manroot N 
Marrubium vulgare White horehound X [Limited] 
Mentha pulegium Pennyroyal X [Moderate] 

Muhlenbergia rigens Deergrass N 
Nicotiana acuminata Manyflower tobacco X 
Platanus racemosa California sycamore N 
Populus fremontii Fremont cottonwood N 
Quercus lobata Valley oak N 

Raphanus raphanistrum Wild radish X 
Rosa californica California wild rose X 

Rubus armeniacus Himalayan blackberry X [High] 
Rubus ursinus California blackberry N 
Rumex crispus Curly dock X [Limited] 

Rumex salicifolius  Willow leafed dock N 
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Salix exigua  Narrowleaf willow N 
Salix gooddingii Gooding's willow N 
Salix lasiolepis Arroyo willow N 

Sambucus mexicana Blue elderberry N 
Saponaria officinalis Bouncing bet X [Limited] 
Silybum marianum Milk thistle X [Limited] 

Ulmus minor English elm X 
Ulmus parvifolia Chinese elm X 

Verbascum blattaria Moth mullein X 
Verbena litoralis Brazilian verbena X 

Vicia sp. Vetch X 
Vitis californica California grape N 

Wildlife Species 
Anas platyrhynchos Mallard N 

Aphelocoma californica California scrub jay N 
Branta canadensis Canada goose N 
Buteo swainsoni Swainson's hawk N 

Columba livia Rock pigeon X 
Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow N 
Haemorhous mexicanus House finch N 

Mergus merganser Common merganser N 
Mimus polyglottos Northern mockingbird N 
Pipilo maculatus Spotted towhee N 

Psaltriparus minimus Bushtit N 
Sayornis nigricans Black phoebe N 

Sciurus griseus Western gray squirrel N 
Sialia mexicana Western bluebird N 
Spinus psaltria Lesser goldfinch N 

Sturnus vulgaris European starling X 
Tachycineta bicolor Tree swallow N 

Thryomanes bewickii Bewick's wren N 
Zenaida macroura Mourning dove N 

1California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) Rating  
 
Wildlife 
Wildlife observations within the BSA consisted of local bird species such as American crow 
(Corvus brachyrhynchos), bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus), California scrub jay (Aphelocoma 
californica), and black phoebe (Sayornis nigricans). In addition, several Swainson’s hawks (at 
least three) were observed soaring over the American River and riparian habitat. 

Habitat Connectivity 
The CDFW Biogeographic Information & Observation System (CDFW 2025a) was reviewed to 
determine if the BSA is located within an Essential Habitat Connectivity Area. The BSA is within 
an area of Terrestrial Connectivity Rank 3–Connections with Implementation Flexibility. This 
ranking represents areas that have connectivity importance but are not classified as priority 
corridors that facilitate wildlife movement or species-specific habitat linkages. Although the area 
may support wildlife movement and contribute to ecological connectivity, its designation as Rank 
3 indicates greater flexibility for conservation planning, as it is not part of an essential habitat 
linkage. 
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The Project is not expected to create new barriers or fragment existing wildlife corridors, as the 
trail will follow the alignment of an existing dirt path down to Sutter’s Landing Beach. While 
construction of the trail and associated features may temporarily disturb terrestrial wildlife moving 
through the riparian area, these impacts will be short-term and will not result in permanent 
fragmentation of the riparian corridor or other sensitive habitats. Upon completion of the trail, 
wildlife movement and access through the area will be maintained. As such, the Project will not 
permanently disrupt wildlife corridors or habitat connectivity.   

3.2 Regional Species and Habitats and Natural Communities of Concern 

Plant and animal species have special-status if they have been listed as such by federal or state 
agencies or by one or more special interest groups, such as CNPS.  

In addition to the field survey, literature searches were conducted using USFWS IPaC, CDFW 
CNDDB, CNPS, and NMFS databases to identify regionally sensitive species with potential to 
occur within the BSA. Table 2. Special-Status Species with Potential to Occur in the Project 
Vicinity provides an updated list of regional special-status species returned by the database 
searches, describes the habitat requirements for each species, and states if the species has 
potential to occur within the BSA. Seventeen (17) special-status plant species and 29 special-
status wildlife species were returned by the database searches. No special-status plant species 
were determined to have the potential to occur within the BSA.  

Two special-status wildlife species have been determined to have a high potential to occur within 
the BSA: Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni) and white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus). Four 
special-status wildlife species have been determined to have a low potential to occur within the 
BSA: monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus), purple martin (Progne subis), song sparrow 
(“Modesto” population) (Melospiza melodia pop. 1), and northwestern pond turtle (Actinemys 
marmorata). Lastly, four species are presumed present within the BSA: chinook salmon Central 
Valley spring-run ESU (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha pop. 11), chinook salmon Sacramento River 
winter-run ESU (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha pop. 7), steelhead–Central Valley Distinct 
Population Segment (DPS) (Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus pop. 11), and valley elderberry 
longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus).
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Table 2. Special-Status Species with Potential to Occur in the Project Vicinity 

Common Name Species Name Status General Habitat Description Habitat 
Present 

Potential for Occurrence and 
Rationale 

Amphibian Species 
Western spadefoot Spea hammondii Fed: 

State: 
CDFW: 

PT 
-- 
SSC 

Inhabits open areas with sandy or gravelly soils 
within mixed woodlands, grasslands, coastal 
sage scrub, chaparral, sandy washes, 
lowlands, river floodplains, alluvial fans, 
playas, alkali flats, foothills, and mountains. 
Burrows underground for most of the year and 
is active above ground during rainfall. Requires 
vernal, shallow, temporary pools formed by 
heavy winter rains for reproduction. These 
pools must be free of bullfrogs, fish, and 
crayfish. Breeds from late winter to March. 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA occurs 
along the American River which is too 
deep and fast-moving to support 
breeding for the species. The BSA lacks 
dense, shrubby riparian vegetation, and 
is instead bordered by valley oak riparian 
woodlands and disturbed/developed 
areas which provide limited cover and/or 
estivation opportunities for the species. 
There is only one documented CNDDB 
occurrence within 10 miles of the BSA, 
located approximately 8 miles southeast 
within the Carmichael USGS 
Quadrangle (1925). Due to the lack of 
suitable habitat features as well as the 
lack of local occurrences, this species is 
presumed absent.  

Bird Species 
Bank swallow Riparia riparia Fed: 

State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
T 
-- 

A migratory colonial nester inhabiting lowland 
and riparian habitats west of the deserts during 
spring through fall. Majority of current breeding 
populations occur along the Sacramento and 
Feather Rivers in the north Central Valley. 
Forages in grassland, brushland, wetlands, 
and cropland during migration. Requires 
vertical banks or cliffs with fine textured/sandy 
soil for nesting (tunnel and burrow 
excavations). Nests exclusively near streams, 
rivers, lakes, or the ocean. Breeds from May 
through July. 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA occurs 
along the American River in the City of 
Sacramento. The BSA lacks vertical 
banks and cliffs required for nesting. 
There is a historical occurrence from 
1986 only 1 mile east of the BSA, 
however, this occurrence noted the 
destruction of habitat due to installation 
of riprap along the bank and there have 
not been any other recorded 
occurrences in that area. Due to the lack 
of suitable habitat features, this species 
is presumed absent. 
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Common Name Species Name Status General Habitat Description Habitat 
Present 

Potential for Occurrence and 
Rationale 

Burrowing owl Athene 
cunicularia 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
CE 
SSC 

The species inhabits arid, open areas with 
sparse vegetation cover such as deserts, 
abandoned agricultural areas, grasslands, and 
disturbed open habitats. Can be associated 
with open shrub stages of pinyon-juniper and 
ponderosa pine habitats. Nests in old small 
mammal burrows but may dig own burrow in 
soft soil. Nests are lined with excrement, 
pellets, debris, grass, and feathers. The 
species may use pipes, culverts, and nest 
boxes, and even buildings where burrows are 
scarce. Breeding occurs March through August 
(below 5,300 feet). 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA occurs 
within the riparian woodland habitat 
along the American River and lacks arid, 
open areas with sparse vegetation 
cover. One small rodent burrow was 
observed within the BSA near the 
existing trail, but it did not exhibit any 
signs of burrowing owl occupation. 
There is disturbed grassland located 
south of the BSA that may provide 
suitable habitat for the burrowing owl. 
However, no individuals of the species 
have ever been recorded there. The 
nearest CNDDB occurrence was 
approximately 1.6 miles southeast of the 
BSA (1974). The most recent recorded 
occurrence from CNDDB is 
approximately 9.5 miles southeast of the 
BSA (2016). Based on lack of suitable 
habitat within the BSA and lack of nearby 
occurrences, this species is presumed 
absent.  

California black rail Laterallus 
jamaicensis 
coturniculus 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
T 
FP 

A rare, yearlong California resident of brackish 
and freshwater emergent wetlands in delta and 
coastal locations including the San Francisco 
Bay area, Sacramento–San Joaquin Delta, 
Morro Bay, the Salton Sea, and lower Colorado 
River. More than 90% of the species are found 
in the tidal salt marshes of the northern San 
Francisco Bay region, predominantly in San 
Pablo and Suisun Bays. Smaller populations 
occur in the San Francisco Bay, the Outer 
Coast of Marin County, and freshwater 
marshes in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. 
The species is extirpated from San Diego 
County and the majority of coastal southern 
California. Occurs in tidal emergent wetlands 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA does not 
contain suitable brackish or freshwater 
emergent wetland habitat for this 
species. There is only one CNDDB 
occurrence within 10 miles of the BSA, 
approximately 7.2 miles southwest 
(2017) within wetlands adjacent to the 
Sacramento River Deep Water Ship 
Channel. Due to the lack of suitable 
habitat as well as the lack of local 
occurrences, this species is presumed 
absent. 
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Common Name Species Name Status General Habitat Description Habitat 
Present 

Potential for Occurrence and 
Rationale 

dominated by pickleweed, in brackish marshes 
dominated by bulrushes with pickleweed, and 
in freshwater wetlands dominated by 
bulrushes, cattails, and salt grass. Species 
prefer high wetland areas, away from areas 
experiencing fluctuating water levels. Requires 
vegetation providing adequate overhead cover 
for nesting. Eggs are laid from March through 
June.  

Golden eagle Aquila 
chrysaetos 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
-- 
FP 

Inhabits rolling foothills, mountain areas, sage-
juniper flats, and desert communities. Requires 
open terrain for hunting, often utilizing rolling 
foothills and mountain terrain, wide arid 
plateaus deeply cut by streams and canyons, 
open mountain slopes, and cliffs and rock 
outcrops, grasslands and early successional 
stages of forest and shrub habitats. Territory is 
estimated to average 36 mi² in southern 
California and 48 mi² in northern California. 
Nests on cliffs of all heights and in large trees 
in open areas may reuse previous nest sites. 
Breeds from late January through August (0–
11,500 feet). 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA occurs 
within the riparian woodland habitat 
along the American River and lacks open 
terrain for hunting and nesting. There are 
no foothill, mountain, sage-juniper flats 
or desert communities present within the 
BSA. There is only one CNDDB 
occurrence documented within 10 miles 
of the BSA, located approximately 8.8 
miles southeast in annual grassland 
habitat (1991). Due to lack of suitable 
habitat and lack of nearby occurrences, 
this species is presumed absent.  

Least Bell’s vireo Vireo bellii 
pusillus 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

E 
E 
-- 

Summer resident of southern California 
inhabiting low elevation riparian habitats in the 
vicinity of water and dry river bottoms. Prefers 
willows, baccharis, mesquite and other low, 
dense vegetation as nesting site. Forages in 
dense brush and occasionally treetops. The 
species is known to occur in all four southern 
California national forests, with the largest 
population in the Los Padres National Forest 
(below 2,000 feet). 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA contains 
dense riparian woodland habitat that 
may provide suitable nesting and 
foraging habitat for this species. 
However, the BSA is outside of the 
current USFWS designated range for 
this species. There is one CNDDB 
historical occurrence approximately 3.3 
miles west of the BSA (1877) and one 
occurrence approximately 10 miles 
southwest of the BSA in Yolo County. 
There are no other recorded 
occurrences of this species within 10 
miles of the BSA. Due to the lack of local 
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Common Name Species Name Status General Habitat Description Habitat 
Present 

Potential for Occurrence and 
Rationale 

occurrences and the species current 
distribution, this species is presumed 
absent. 

Purple martin Progne subis Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Present in California as a summer migrant, 
arriving in March and departing by late 
September. Inhabits valley foothill and 
montane hardwood/hardwood-conifer, 
coniferous habitats, and riparian habitats. 
Associated with closed-cone pine-cypress, 
ponderosa pine, Douglas-fir, and redwood. 
Nests in tall, old, isolated trees or snags in 
open forest or woodland and in proximity to a 
body of water. Frequently nests within former 
woodpecker cavities and may nest in human-
made structures such as nesting boxes, under 
bridges and in culverts. Needs abundant aerial 
insect prey. Breeds April through August. 

HP Low Potential: The BSA contains 
riparian woodland habitat and is 
adjacent to the American River which 
may provide suitable foraging habitat for 
the species. Cavities in dead or living 
trees within the riparian woodland 
habitat may also be used as nesting 
habitat. Additionally, no individuals were 
observed during the June 2025 
biological survey. However, two 
iNaturalist records from 2015 and 2017 
document the species within Sutter’s 
Landing Regional Park, which borders 
the BSA. These records indicate 
individuals were foraging (flying over) 
the area, not nesting. The nearest 
CNDDB occurrence is located 
approximately 2 miles northeast of the 
BSA, at the El Camino Overpass in 
which the birds were nesting in weep 
holes in the overpass (2003). Based on 
the suitable foraging habitat and nearby 
occurrences, this species has a low 
potential to occur within the BSA. 

Song sparrow 
(“Modesto” 
population) 

Melospiza 
melodia pop. 1 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

An endemic bird found exclusively in the north-
central portion of the Central Valley, with 
highest densities in the Butte Sink and 
Sacramento–San Joaquin River Delta. The 
species is usually found in open brushy 
habitats, along the borders of ponds or 
streams, abandoned pastures, desert washes, 
thickets, or woodland edges. In addition, there 
is a strong affinity for emergent freshwater 
marshes dominated by tules and cattails, 

HP Presumed Absent: The BSA occurs 
along the south bank of the American 
River within closed canopy riparian 
woodland habitat containing oaks and 
willows that may be suitable for the 
species. There are several large patches 
of blackberry, wild rose, and elderberry 
shrubs that may provide suitable nesting 
and cover habitat for the species. 
However, the area lacks freshwater 
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Common Name Species Name Status General Habitat Description Habitat 
Present 

Potential for Occurrence and 
Rationale 

riparian willow thickets, and valley oak forests 
with a blackberry understory. Nests found in 
base of shrubs or clumps of grass, requiring 
low, dense vegetation for cover, usually near 
water. Breeds from March through August.  

emergent marshes with emergent 
vegetation which this species prefers. 
No individuals of this species were 
observed within the BSA during the June 
2025 biological survey. There is one 
historic (1900) CNDDB occurrence 
documented within the BSA. The 
nearest, most recent CNDDB 
occurrence is located approximately 9.7 
miles southwest of the BSA along South 
Fork Putah Creek (2011).  Due to lack of 
mixed brushland and emergent 
vegetation, this species is presumed 
absent.  

Swainson’s hawk Buteo swainsoni Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
T 
-- 

Inhabits grasslands with scattered trees, 
juniper-sage flats, riparian areas, savannahs, 
and agricultural or ranch lands with groves or 
lines of trees. Requires adjacent suitable forag 
areas such as grasslands, alfalfa or grain fields 
that support a stable rodent prey base. Breeds 
March to late August. 

HP High Potential: The BSA contains a 
riparian woodland and areas with 
sparser, tall trees with an open 
understory suitable for foraging. At least 
two individuals were observed soaring 
over the BSA during the June 2025 
biological survey. There is one CNDDB 
occurrence of the species documented 
within the BSA in which a nest was 
observed in a large cottonwood tree from 
2008-2011. There are also six iNaturalist 
occurrences of the species within 
Sutter’s Landing Park directly adjacent 
to the BSA, with the most recent 
recorded in April 2025. Due to the 
presence of suitable habitat, abundance 
of local occurrences and the species 
observation during survey efforts, this 
species has a high potential to occur 
within the BSA during the nesting bird 
season. 

Tricolored 
blackbird 

Agelaius tricolor Fed: 
State: 

-- 
T 

Inhabits freshwater marsh, swamp and 
wetland communities, but may utilize 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA does not 
contain suitable marsh, swamp, and 
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CDFW: SSC agricultural or upland habitats that can support 
large colonies, often in the Central Valley area. 
Requires dense nesting habitat that is 
protected from predators, is within 3–5 miles 
from a suitable foraging area containing insect 
prey and is within 0.3 miles of open water. 
Suitable foraging includes wetland, 
pastureland, rangeland, at dairy farms, and 
some irrigated croplands (silage, alfalfa, etc.). 
Nests in dense cattails, tules, willow, 
blackberry, wild rose, or tall herbs. Nests mid-
March to early August but may extend until 
October or November in the Sacramento 
Valley region. 

wetland communities or suitable, dense 
nesting habitat. The nearest CNDDB 
occurrence is located approximately 5.4 
miles northeast of the BSA between Dry 
Creek Road and Patrol Road (2014). 
Due to the lack of suitable habitat and 
lack of recent, nearby occurrences, this 
species is presumed absent.  

Western yellow-
billed cuckoo 

Coccyzus 
americanus 
occidentalis 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

T 
E 
-- 

Species inhabits riparian forests, along broad, 
lower flood bottoms of larger river systems. 
Nests in large blocks of riparian forests, often 
mixed with cottonwoods. Nesting appears to 
be preferred in riparian forest habitats with a 
dense understory; it requires water near 
nesting site. Breeds June to August. 

HP Presumed Absent: The BSA occurs 
along the American River within riparian 
forest habitat with cottonwoods and 
other large trees that may provide 
suitable habitat for the species. 
However, the BSA is outside of the 
current USFWS and CDFW designated 
ranges. There is one CNDDB 
occurrence within 10 miles of the BSA, 
however this is historic (1877) and noted 
as Extirpated. There are also no 
iNaturalist occurrences in the 
Sacramento area. Due to the species 
current range along with the lack of local 
occurrence records, and “Extirpated” 
determination, this species is presumed 
absent. 

White-tailed kite Elanus leucurus Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
-- 
FP 

Inhabits rolling foothills and valley margins with 
scattered oaks and river bottomlands or 
marshes next to deciduous woodland. Prefers 
open grasslands, meadows or marshes for 
foraging close to isolated, dense-topped trees 
for nesting and perching. In southern 

HP High Potential: The BSA contains 
potentially suitable nesting and foraging 
habitat, as well as abundant habitat 
adjacent to the BSA. The nearest 
CNDDB occurrence is located 
approximately 0.63 miles northeast of 
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California, it will roost in saltgrass and 
Bermuda grass. Often found near agricultural 
lands. Nests are placed near the tops of dense 
oak, willow, or other tree stands. Breeds 
February through October. 

the BSA along the north bank of the 
American River in which a nest was 
observed within a cottonwood tree. The 
nearest, most recent CNDDB 
occurrence is approximately 4.25 miles 
southwest of the BSA in which an 
individual was nesting in a residential 
neighborhood (2017). There is also a 
recent iNaturalist occurrence of the 
species in the BSA in which the species 
was perched in a tree (2017), as well as 
three additional occurrences recorded in 
Sutter’s Landing Regional Park between 
2017 and 2024. No individuals were 
observed during the June 2025 
biological survey. Due to the presence of 
potentially suitable habitat and local 
occurrences, this species has a high 
potential to occur. 

Yellow-headed 
blackbird 

Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

The species occurs primarily as a migrant and 
summer resident from April to early October. 
The species almost exclusively nests in 
marshes with tall emergent vegetation such as 
tules (Scirpus sp.) or cattails (Typha sp.), in 
open areas and edges over water at depths 
typically ranging from 1–4 feet deep. 
Frequently breeds within marshes edges of 
lakes, reservoirs, or larger ponds. Nesting 
colonies occur where large insects, such as 
Odonata, are present and emerging. Breeds 
from April through July. 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA lacks 
marsh habitat and emergent vegetation. 
There is one CNDDB occurrence 
documented within 10 miles of the BSA, 
located approximately 9.7 miles 
southwest. Due to the lack of suitable 
habitat and lack of nearby occurrences, 
this species is presumed absent.   

Fish Species 
Chinook Salmon–

Central Valley 
Spring-Run 

Evolutionarily 

Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha pop. 

11 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

T 
T 
-- 

Spring-run Chinook enter the Sacramento–
San Joaquin River system to spawn, requiring 
larger gravel particle size and more water flow 
through their redds than other salmonids. The 
remaining runs occur in Butte, Mill, Deer, 

CH Presumed Present: The lower 
American River is known to support this 
species and is Critical Habitat for the 
species. The Nimbus Fish Hatchery 
located in Folsom, CA also raises 
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Significant Unit 
(ESU) 

Antelope, and Beegum Creeks, tributaries to 
the Sacramento River. Known to occur in 
Siskiyou and Trinity counties. 

Chinook salmon for release into the 
American River and being connected to 
the Sacramento River, the American 
River may support this species. The only 
CNDDB occurrence within 10 miles of 
the BSA is located approximately 4.1 
miles southwest within the Sacramento 
River Deep Water Ship Channel (2004), 
however there are other records from 
CDFW of this species within the 
American River. Due to the presence of 
suitable habitat along with the nearby 
occurrence, this species is presumed 
present. 

Chinook salmon–
Sacramento River 

winter-run ESU 

Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha pop. 

7 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

E 
E 
-- 

Winter-run Chinook are currently restricted 
within the Sacramento River below Keswick 
dam; species do not spawn in tributaries. 
Species require cold water over gravel beds to 
spawn. 

HP Presumed Present: The lower 
American River is known to support this 
species. The Nimbus Fish Hatchery 
located in Folsom, CA also raises 
chinook salmon for release into the 
American River and being connected to 
the Sacramento River, the American 
River is supportive to this species. The 
only CNDDB occurrence within 10 miles 
of the BSA is located approximately 4.1 
miles southwest within the Sacramento 
River Deep Water Ship Channel, 
however there are other records from 
CDFW of this species within the 
American River. Due to the presence of 
suitable habitat and the nearby 
occurrence, this species is presumed 
present. 

Delta smelt Hypomesus 
transpacificus 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

T 
E 
-- 

This species is endemic to California and can 
tolerate a wide range of salinity and 
temperatures but is most, commonly found in 
brackish waters. Juveniles require shallow 
waters with rich food resources. Adults require 

A Presumed Absent: This species is not 
known to occur in the American River 
and prefers brackish waters. Due to the 
lack of suitable habitat, this species is 
presumed absent.  
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adequate flow and suitable water quality for 
spawning in winter and spring. Occurs within 
the Sacramento–San Joaquin Delta and 
seasonally within the Suisun Bay, Carquinez 
Strait and San Pablo Bay. Most often occurs in 
partially saline waters. 

Green sturgeon–
southern District 

Population 
Segment (DPS) 

Acipenser 
medirostris pop. 

1 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

T 
-- 
SSC 

Most marine of the sturgeon species. 
Predominately spawns in the upper 
Sacramento River, with some recorded in the 
Rogue River, Klamath and Trinity Rivers 
(Klamath River basin).  In the Sacramento 
River, green sturgeon spawn above Hamilton 
City up to Keswick Dam. Known to occupy 
other river bodies including the lower Feather 
River; spawning not recorded; no green 
sturgeon has ever been documented in the 
San Joaquin River or its tributaries. Large 
cobbles are preferred for spawning but may 
utilize a range of substrates from bedrock to 
sand. Spawning occurs in March through July. 

A Presumed Absent: This species is not 
known to occur within the American 
River. Though the species spawns within 
pockets of the Sacramento River, it is not 
known to utilize the American River. 
There are no CNDDB records for this 
species within 10 miles of the BSA. Due 
to lack of occurrence and preferred 
habitat, this species is presumed absent. 

Longfin smelt–San 
Francisco Bay 

Delta DPS  

Spirinchus 
thaleichthys 

pop.2 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

E 
T 
-- 

Within California, occurs slightly upstream from 
Rio Vista (on the Sacramento River in the 
Delta) including the Cache Slough region and 
Medford Island (on the San Joaquin River in 
the Delta) through Suisun Bay and Suisun 
Marsh, the San Pablo Bay, the main San 
Francisco Bay, South San Francisco Bay, the 
Gulf of the Farallones, Humboldt Bay, and the 
Eel river estuary & local coastal areas. Resides 
in California and are primarily an anadromous 
estuarine species that can tolerate salinities 
ranging from freshwater to nearly pure 
seawater. Prefers temperatures in the range of 
16–18°C and salinities ranging from 15–30 ppt. 
Their spatial distribution within a bay or estuary 
is seasonally variable.   Longfin smelt may also 

A Presumed Absent: This species is not 
known to occur in the American River 
and does not travel far north of Rio Vista, 
CA. This species prefers more turbid, 
slow-moving waters, the American River 
is a fast-moving freshwater channel. Due 
to lack of occurrences and habitat, this 
species is presumed absent. 
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make daily migrations, remaining deep during 
the day and rising to the surface at night.  

Sacramento perch Archoplites 
interruptus 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Inhabits sloughs, lakes, and slow-moving 
rivers of the Central Valley. Prefers turbid 
lakes, reservoirs and ponds warmed by 
summer heat and absence of plants; may 
occasionally occur in clear water among beds 
of aquatic vegetation. Species tolerate high 
temperatures, high salinities, high turbidity, 
and low water clarity. Young requires aquatic 
and overhanging vegetation for cover. Spawns 
March-August in water temperatures between 
64–84°F. 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA does not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 
This species inhabits slow-moving 
waters, while the American River is a 
fast-moving channel. The only CNDDB 
occurrence within 10 miles is 
approximately 6.8 miles southwest in 
Lake Greenhaven (1973). Due to lack of 
suitable habitat and local occurrences, 
this species is presumed absent. 

Sacramento 
splittail 

Pogonichthys 
marcolepidotus 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Historically inhabited slow-moving rivers, 
sloughs, and alkaline lakes of the Central 
Valley; now restricted to the Delta, Suisun Bay 
and associated marshes. Species are adapted 
to fluctuating environments with tolerance to 
water salinities from 10–18 ppt., low oxygen 
levels (< 1.0 mg/L) and temperatures of 41–
75°F. Spawns late February-early July, with a 
peak in March through April; requires flooded 
vegetation for spawning activity and protective 
cover for young. 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA does not 
contain suitable habitat for this species. 
The American River is a fast-moving 
freshwater channel. Due to lack of 
suitable habitat, this species is 
presumed absent.  

Steelhead–
California Central 

Valley DPS 

Oncorhynchus 
mykiss irideus 

pop. 11 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

T 
-- 
SSC 

This DPS includes naturally spawned 
anadromous O. mykiss (steelhead) originating 
below natural and manmade impassable 
barriers from the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
Rivers and their tributaries; excludes such fish 
originating from San Francisco and San Pablo 
Bays and their tributaries. Spawning occurs in 
watersheds while rearing occurs in freshwater 
or estuary habitats prior to emigrating to the 
ocean in the winter and spring.  Preferred 
spawning sites contain gravel substrate with 
sufficient water flow and riverine cover.  
Rearing habitat contains sufficient feeding with 

CH Presumed Present: The Lower 
American River is known to support this 
species and is Critical Habitat for the 
species. The Nimbus Fish Hatchery, 
located in Folsom, CA, also raises 
steelhead for release into the American 
River. Due to the presence of habitat and 
known occurrence, this species is 
presumed to be present.  
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associated riparian forest containing willow 
and cottonwoods.  Migration upstream for 
reproduction occurs from October to May with 
spawning occurring January to April.   

Invertebrate Species 
Crotch’s bumble 

bee 
Bombus crotchii Fed: 

State: 
CDFW: 

-- 
CE 
-- 

This species is known to occupy underground 
nests in grassland, shrubland, and chaparral 
habitats throughout central California, south to 
Baja, California, and into Mexico. Most 
observations occur in southern California along 
coastal areas. Individuals of this species have 
a short tongue and primarily feed on these 
plants: Asclepias, Chaenactis, Lupinus, 
Medicago, Phacelia and Salvia.  

A Presumed Absent: Chaparral and 
shrubland habitats are absent from the 
BSA. Although some grassland is 
present, it has been regularly mowed 
and may not provide suitable habitat for 
the species. The June 2025 biological 
survey noted a general lack of foraging 
resources within the BSA, and no 
individuals of Chaenactis, Lupinus, 
Medicago, Phacelia, or Salvia were 
observed. While some planted milkweed 
is present and could offer limited 
foraging habitat, there are no CNDDB 
records of the species within 10 miles of 
the BSA, nor are there any nearby 
iNaturalist observations. Based on the 
lack of suitable habitat and absence of 
local occurrences, the species is 
presumed absent from the BSA. 

Monarch butterfly Danaus 
plexippus 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

C 
-- 
-- 

Winter roosts along the coast from northern 
Mendocino to Baja California. Utilizes wind 
protected tree groves in proximity to nectar and 
water sources. Host plants include milkweed 
species such as Asclepias latifolia, A. syriaca, 
A. incarnara, and A. speciosa. Suitable habitat 
includes fields, meadows, weedy areas, 
marshes, and roadsides. Mass adult 
migrations occur from August to October.  

HP Low Potential: During biological survey 
efforts the species host plant, milkweed, 
was observed on site. There are no 
documented CNDDB occurrences of the 
species within 10 miles. According to the 
Western Monarch Milkweed Mapper, 
there are no occurrences of the species 
within Sutter’s Landing Regional Park, 
however, there is one occurrence 
located near McKinley Park 
approximately 0.75 miles south of the 
BSA (2025). Due to the presence of 
milkweed on site along with the nearby 
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occurrence, this species has a low 
potential to occur.  

Valley elderberry 
longhorn beetle 

Desmocerus 
californicus 
dimorphus 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

T 
-- 
-- 

Species require red or blue elderberry 
(Sambucus sp.) as host plants. Typically 
occurs in moist valley oak woodlands 
associated with riparian corridors in the lower 
Sacramento River and upper San Joaquin 
River drainages. Adults are active, feeding, 
and breeding from March until June (sea level 
to 3,000 feet). 

HP Presumed Present: The BSA contains 
woodland habitat inland and on the 
banks of the American River that could 
provide suitable habitat for the species. 
300+ elderberry shrubs were observed 
during the June 2025 biological survey. 
Exit holes, indicating the presence of 
VELB, were also observed. Due to the 
presence of suitable habitat and 
observance of exit holes, this species is 
presumed to be present.  

Vernal pool fairy 
shrimp 

Brachinecta 
lynchi 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

T 
-- 
-- 

In California, the species inhabits portions of 
Tehama County, south through the Central 
Valley, and scattered locations in Riverside 
County and the Coast Ranges. The species is 
associated with smaller and shallower cool-
water vernal pools approximately 6 inches 
deep and short periods of inundation. In the 
southernmost extremes of the range, the 
species occurs in large, deep cool-water pools. 
Inhabited pools have low to moderate levels of 
alkalinity and total dissolved solids. The shrimp 
are temperature sensitive, requiring pools 
below 50 F to hatch and dying within pools 
reaching 75 F. Young emerge during cold-
weather winter storms. 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA lacks 
vernal pool habitat. The nearest CNDDB 
occurrence is approximately 3.0 miles 
northwest of the BSA along Natomas 
East Main Drainage Canal (1995). Due 
to lack of suitable habitat within the BSA, 
this species is presumed absent. 

Vernal pool 
tadpole shrimp 

Lepidurus 
packardi 

Fed: 
State: 
CDFW: 

E 
-- 
-- 

Inhabits vernal pools and swales containing 
clear to highly turbid waters such as pools 
located in grass bottomed swales of unplowed 
grasslands, old alluvial soils underlain by 
hardpan, and mud-bottomed pools with highly 
turbid water. 

A Presumed Absent: The BSA lacks 
vernal pool habitat. The nearest CNDDB 
occurrence is approximately 5.2 miles 
southeast of the BSA (1992). Due to lack 
of suitable habitat within the BSA, this 
species is presumed absent. 

Mammal Species 
American badger Taxidea taxus Fed: 

State: 
-- 
-- 

An uncommon, nocturnal and diurnal, 
permanent resident throughout most of 

HP Presumed Absent: While the BSA 
contains suitable soil and along with 




