
  

 
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

 
Date: November 25, 2025 
 
To:  Responsible and Trustee Agencies, Interested Organizations, and Individuals  
 California Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
 Riverside County Assessor-Clerk-Recorder 
  
From:  California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 
 
Contact: Stephanie Coleman, Senior Environmental Planner 

California Department of General Services  
107 3rd Street, 4th Floor 
Sacramento, California 95065 
(916) 376-1602 
 

Subject: Notice of Preparation (NOP) for a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the 
Hemet-Ryan Air Attack Base (HRAAB) Replacement Project  

 
Location:  The Hemet-Ryan Air Attack Base (HRAAB) Replacement Project site is located in 

the city of Hemet, in western Riverside County, at Hemet-Ryan Airport (airport). 
The airport is owned and operated by the County of Riverside (County). The 
Project site is leased and managed by CAL FIRE and the buildings themselves are 
owned by CAL FIRE. The airport is accessed from State Route (SR-) 79 and SR-74, 
approximately 2.5 miles west and 1.0 mile north, respectively. The project site is 
approximately 15.25 acres and occupies a portion of Assessor’s Parcel Number 
456-020-002. 

 
Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15050, The California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has decided to prepare a draft Environmental 
Impact Report (DEIR) for the proposed Hemet-Ryan Air Attack Base Replacement Project (Project). As 
the Lead Agency, CAL FIRE is responsible for preparation of the DEIR addressing the potential impacts 
associated with the Project.  
 
Per Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21165 and the CEQA, the purpose of this notice is to: (1) serve 
as a Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a DEIR pursuant to the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15082; (2) 
solicit comments and suggestions regarding the scope and content of the DEIR to be prepared for the 
proposed project; and (3) provide notice of the public Scoping Meeting.   
 
Project Summary 
 
CAL FIRE is proposing to replace the existing HRAAB facilities and construct a new, modern HRAAB 
facility that would allow the base to continue to provide high-quality fire protection and emergency 
response services. The Project would result in improved fueling operations; improved flight capability 
and improved response time by updating aircraft and aircraft pads and ancillary features; and replacing 



administrative and support uses. The Project would be developed on approximately 15.25 acres in the 
south-central portion of the existing airport, portions of which are currently operating as a helitack 
base. The Project includes the following components: 
 
• A two-story air operations building with a control room 
• Landing pads and retardant loading pits. 
• A 32-bed barracks/mess hall to replace the existing modular units.  
• A combination helicopter/OV-10 hangar  
• Two aircraft storage canopies 
• A helicopter training tower with a hoist system for repelling training  
• A fire retardant mixing station 
• A vehicle storage building to protect and store firefighting equipment 
• A generator yard/electrical building  
 
Site work would consist of the demolition of an existing RCSD helipad, barracks, pilot’s building, office, 
Quonset hut, tanks, gas shed, canopies, maintenance and storage buildings; the replacement of 
existing structures with new facilities; the relocation of the existing control tower; and the installation 
of sewer connections, fencing, paving, landscaping, associated utilities, appurtenances, and other 
related site work. The facility lease would be extended to 50 years. 
 
Environmental Issues to be Evaluated in the DEIR 
 
CAL FIRE has prepared an Initial Study (IS) for the Project. Based on the results of the IS, which is 
currently available for review (see below). The IS explains why the Project is being proposed, how the 
existing environment could be affected by the Project, the potential impacts of each proposed activity, 
and the proposed avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures. CAL FIRE has determined that 
the proposed project could result in potentially significant impacts to historic cultural resources. This 
topic will be analyzed fully in the DEIR. 
   
The DEIR will analyze only those resource topics determined in the Initial Study to be potentially 
significant, specifically historic cultural resource impacts. The Initial Study determined that impacts 
associated with all other resource topics contained in Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines were 
either less than significant or reduced to below a level of significance with implementation of 
mitigation. As appropriate and available, mitigation may may be developed and included in the DEIR to 
reduce, to the extent feasible, the significant adverse historic cultural resource impacts that may result 
from implementation of the Project. 
 
NOP Public Review Period and Comment: 
 
CAL FIRE is requesting comments and guidance from Responsible and Trustee agencies, interested 
public agencies, organizations, and the general public on the proposed DEIR’s scope and content 
(pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15082). CAL FIRE requests each Responsible and Trustee 
agency’s views on the environmental issues relevant to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in 
connection with the project, in a manner consistent with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15082(b). Your 
agency may use the DEIR prepared by CAL FIRE when considering any future permits or approvals from 
your agency.  



In accordance with PRC Section 21080.4 and the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15082, this NOP is 
being circulated for the 30-day comment period. The NOP comment period begins on November 25, 
2025 and ends on December 29, 2025. Your written comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. on 
December 29, 2025, the close of the public review period. 
 
CAL FIRE requests your careful review and consideration of this notice, and invites written comments 
from interested agencies, persons, and organizations regarding the preparation of the DEIR. Please 
send your written comments to Stephanie Coleman, Senior Environmental Planner, Department of 
General Services, at 107 3rd Street, 4th Floor, Sacramento, California 95065 or via email to 
environmental@dgs.ca.gov.  
 
Please include your name, address, and contact information in any written or electronic 
correspondence. “Hemet-Ryan Air Attack Base Replacement Project” should be provided in the subject 
line in any written or electronic correspondence. If comments are submitted by email with 
attachments, it is recommended that the attachments be delivered in writing, as virus protection 
measures and the potential variety of attachment formats may limit the delivery of comments.  
 
DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY 
 
A copy of this IS/NOP has been transmitted to and is available for review in an electronic format at the 
following locations:  
 
https://calfire.app.box.com/s/6uzjbg146cfn018h1jw98871hp740x7t/folder/238725157425 
 
https://ceqanet.lci.ca.gov/   (search “Hemet-Ryan Air Attack Base Replacement Project”) 
 
 
 


