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Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044  

County Clerk  
County of Riverside 
2724 Gateway Dr.  
Riverside, CA 92507 

From: Caltrans District 8 
464 W 4th St. 
San Bernardino, CA 92401 

Project Title: Pennsylvania Avenue Grade Separation Project (EA 1P300) 

Project Applicant: Caltrans District 8 

Project Location - Specific: The Union Pacific Railroad crossing at Pennsylvania Avenue 
(Post Mile 8.1/8.3) 

Project Location - City: Beaumont, CA Project Location - County: Riverside 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 

The City of Beaumont (City), in coordination with the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), is proposing a grade separation at the existing Pennsylvania 
Avenue/Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) at-grade crossing through the construction of an 
underpass (i.e., roadway would be depressed under the existing rail line) (Project). The 
roadway improvements would extend along Pennsylvania Avenue from 3rd Street to the 
south, to just north of the I-10 off-ramp to the north. Following construction, the 
horizontal alignment for the rail line would remain in its current location, while the 
vertical alignment/elevation would involve slight adjustment (elevation would vary from 
zero to two feet compared to the existing elevation). The width of the new bridge would 
be approximately 105 feet.  

The existing roadway condition on Pennsylvania Avenue consists of two through lanes 
in each direction (northbound [NB] and southbound [SB]), a center median, and a 
dedicated left-turn pocket from SB Pennsylvania Avenue to the eastbound (EB) 
Interstate (I-) 10 on-ramp, In addition, a sidewalk is present along the SB side of 
Pennsylvania Avenue that extends from East 1st Street to the south to East 6th Street 
to the north.   
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Consistent with the existing roadway cross-section, following construction of the Project 
Pennsylvania Avenue would consist of two through lanes in each direction (NB and SB), 
a center median, a dedicated left-turn pocket from SB Pennsylvania Avenue to the EB I-
10 on-ramp, and a sidewalk in the SB direction. In addition, the following improvements 
would be included:  

• Sidewalk along the NB side of Pennsylvania Avenue
• Reprofiling of existing I-10 EB on-ramp and westbound (WB) off-ramp for a

distance of approximately 300 feet and 800 feet, respectively, to match the
lowered elevation of Pennsylvania Avenue

• Addition of traffic signals at the Pennsylvania Avenue/I-10 EB on-ramp and
Pennsylvania Avenue/I-10 WB off-ramp intersections

• Retaining wall along the NB side of the I-10 EB on-ramp
• Relocation of the existing sewer line that is located along Pennsylvania Avenue

to accommodate the lowering of the existing roadway. The sewer line would be
rerouted west along East 6th Street to Massachusetts Avenue where it would
then travel south. A jack and bore approach would be used to install the sewer
line under I-10, and the line would tie-into the existing sewer line that exists just
south of I-10 and north of the UPRR alignment.

A shoofly (approximately 4,000 feet in length) would be created just south of, and 
parallel to, the existing UPRR tracks for use during construction to minimize impacts to 
UPRR.  

The portion of the work within Caltrans’ right of way includes installing traffic signals, 
sewer relocation, retaining walls, new Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) curb ramps, 
sidewalks, and modification to the EB I-10 on-ramp and WB I-10 off-ramp at 
Pennsylvania Avenue.  

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Caltrans 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of Beaumont 

Exempt Status (check one): 
☐ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
☐ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
☐ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
☐ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
☒ Statutory Exemptions. State code number: PRC 21080.13; 14 CCR 
15282(g)

Reasons why project is exempt: 
The purpose of this project is to grade separate Pennsylvania Avenue from the UPRR 
line, thereby eliminating an existing grade crossing. This is consistent with Section 
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21080.13 of the Public Resources Code (and Section 15282(g) of the CEQA 
Guidelines). 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Gita Tokhmafshan Phone number: 909-501-5742 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?
☐ Yes ☒ No

Signature: __________________ Date: 11/21/2025 Title: Sr. Environmental Planner 

☒ Signed by Lead Agency ☐ Signed by Applicant

Date Received for filing at OPR: 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 
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