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   CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

To:  Governor’s Office of Land Use & Climate Innovation 
State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 
Sacramento, California 95812  

From: Department of Toxic Substances Control  
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
9211 Oakdale Avenue 
Chatsworth, California 91311 

Project Title: Van Nuys Airport Industrial Center Interim Removal Action Workplan: OU-3/Plume 3 

Project Location: 7877 Woodley Avenue and 16139 Stagg Street, Van Nuys, California 91406 

County: Los Angeles  

Project Applicant: Rexford Industrial Realty, Inc. 

Approval Action Under Consideration by DTSC:  Removal Action Workplan 

Statutory Authority:  California Health and Safety Code, Division 45, Part 2 

Project Description: The Project involves the approval of a Removal Action Workplan (RAW) for the implementation of a 
soil vapor extraction (SVE) system to address soil vapor as an interim remedy at 7877 Woodley Avenue and 16139 Stagg 
Street (Site). The Site is a portion of the Van Nuys Airport Industrial Center located adjacent and east of the Van Nuys 
Airport.  

Background: The Site consists of two properties located at 7877 Woodley Avenue and 16139 Stagg Street, also referred 
to as the OU-3/Plume 3 area. These properties are improved with a commercial/industrial building, associated parking 
areas, and a semi-truck parking lot. Historically, these properties have been used for a variety of commercial and industrial 
uses including manufacturing facilities, warehouses, airplane hangars, automotive shops, packing and shipping 
warehouses, and agricultural farms. The Site is currently zoned for commercial/industrial use. The vicinity of the Site is 
generally commercial and industrial in nature, and the Site does not provide habitat value.  

Between 2020 and 2023, historical and recent soil, soil vapor, and groundwater investigations were conducted in the  
OU-3/Plume 3 area. Trichloroethylene (TCE) is identified as the chemical of primary concern (COPC) in the OU-3/Plume 3 
area. Based on the results of a Site Soil Investigation (conducted in 2023) and Pilot Test (conducted in 2024), Plume 3 
appears to be sourced on the 16139 Stagg Street and/or 7877 Woodley Avenue properties. Plume 3 is predominantly 
comprised of TCE as a contaminant in soil vapor. Shallow and deep soil vapor concentrations along the northern and 
eastern property lines are significantly lower than TCE concentrations at central locations of these properties, which is an 
indication that Plume 3 likely originates from an on-Site source. TCE concentrations in soil vapor generally increase with 
depth to 110 feet below ground surface (bgs) and then decrease to a depth of 185 feet bgs.  

On September 1, 2021, Rexford Industrial Realty entered into a Standard Voluntary Agreement (SVA) with DTSC (Docket 
No. HSA-FY 21/22-021) for the Site. Rexford entered into the SVA for regulatory oversight to address environmental impacts 
discovered at the Site and to work towards obtaining a No Further Action determination (or equivalent) for the Site. 

Project Activities: The RAW is an interim removal action to address residual soil vapor by constructing and operating an 
SVE system. The SVE system will be implemented to remove soil vapor at the Site and treat the vapor stream to prevent 
VOC emissions to the atmosphere. The SVE will also address residual soil vapor and could be used to prevent the 
accumulation of residual soil vapor below buildings, thereby reducing potential for vapor intrusion. The SVE system will 
utilize existing SVE extraction wells and associated multi-depth soil vapor monitoring probes installed on the Site. The SVE 
system will be installed in the parking lot located in the northwestern portion of the Site (7877 Woodley Avenue) and will 
consist of the following components:    

1. 500 standard cubic feet per minute rotary lobe blower or equivalent;  

2. Knock-out tank to remove vapor condensate;   

3. Heat exchanger to reduce extracted vapor temperature after the blower; 

4. Two 2,000-pound vapor phase activated carbon units; and 

5. Seven existing extraction wells.  

The SVE system could be expanded with installation of additional multi-nested SVE wells in a phased approach based on 
data collected from the SVE system. The potential locations of additional SVE wells will be immediately to the north and 
east of the existing building at 16139 Stagg Street (Figure 21 of the RAW).  

The SVE system will be operated under a South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) various locations permit 
for 12 months and then a site-specific permit beyond 12 months. The project is consistent with applicable state and local 
environmental permitting requirements including, but not limited to, air quality rules such as those governing VOC emissions 
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and approved by the regulatory body with jurisdiction over the site (e.g., City of Van Nuys, SCAQMD). The installation and 
operation of the SVE system will require obtaining permits from SCAQMD. For these reasons, the remediation activities 
described in the RAW would not have the potential to negatively impact any nearby sensitive receptors (such as residential). 

Although not anticipated, in the event biological, cultural or historical resources are discovered in the course of project 
activities, work will be suspended while a qualified biologist, cultural or historical specialist makes an assessment of the 
area and arrangements are made to protect or preserve any resources that are discovered. If human remains are 
discovered, no further disturbance will occur in the location where the remains are found, and the County Coroner will be 
notified pursuant to the Health and Safety Code, Chapter 2, Section 7050.5. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  Department of Toxic Substances Control  

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Rexford Industrial Realty, Inc. 

Exempt Status: Common Sense Exemption [CCR, Sec. 15061(b)(3)] 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: Based on the following reasons, DTSC has determined with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activities in question may have a significant effect on the existing environment because the project would 
not result in "a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditions within the area 
affected by the project, including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic 
significance.”  

The administrative record for this project is available to the public by appointment at the following location: 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program  
9211 Oakdale Avenue 
Chatsworth, California 91311 

 
Additional project information is available on EnviroStor:  
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?global_id=60001006  

Contact Person 
Jose Diaz 

Contact Title 
Project Supervisor 

Phone Number 
(818) 717-6614 
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Approver’s Name 
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Branch Chief 
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