o g California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Environmental Review Report for an Exempt Project

Note: This report form is intended for use by California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) staff to document a
limited environmental impact analysis supporting the filing of a notice of exemption document for a proposed CAL FIRE project.
Although the project appears to fit within the descriptions for allowable categorical exemptions, this report presents CAL FIRE’s review
for possible exceptions that would preclude finding the project to be categorically exempt as discussed in CEQA Guidelines Section
15300.2. This report will be filed with the CEQA administrative record for this project to document the environmental impact analysis
conducted by CAL FIRE. Revised 01/01/2020.

Author: Brice Smith

Title: Environmental Scientist

Address: 2249 Jamacha Rd, El Cajon CA 92019
Phone: (760) 271-3454

Email: Brice.smith@fire.ca.gov

Project Name: San Diego Fire Center Project
Project Number: SDU-2025-03

Program Type: Capital Improvement Facilities
CAL FIRE Unit: SDU

County: San Diego

Acres: 26.49 acres

Legal Location: NE Y, Section 32, T. 16S., R. IW., SBBM
Name of USGS 7.5’Quad Map(s): Jamul Mountain
XProject Vicinity Map Attached [X]Project Location Map Attached [X[Photos Attached

Other Public Agency Review or Permit Required:

Would the project result in:
Alterations to a watercourse (DFW - Lake and Stream Alteration Agreement)
Conversion of timberland (CAL FIRE - Conversion Permit or Exemption)
Demolition (Local Air District - Demolition Permit)
Soil disturbance over 1 acre (RWQCB - SWPPP)
Fill of possible wetlands (404 Permit - USACE)
Other:

Discuss any above-listed topic item checked Yes and consultation with agencies:

9]

o
NERKXX Z

Project Description and Environmental Setting (describe the project activities, project site and its surroundings, its
location, and the environmental setting):

This project proposes to construct a fire center for three Type 1 hand crews using existing structures, roads, and infrastructure
from the footprint of a previous private health care rehabilitation facility. Construction will require both remodeling of
existing structures and new construction of a parking lot, apparatus bay, and fueling station. Three 15-person hand crews are
expected to staff the facility on a daily basis with a dozer and reserve engine being housed there as well. The facility will also
be used to host local unit training on occasion. The proposed CAL FIRE San Diego Fire Center will be located at 2815 Steele
Canyon Road in El Cajon CA. in the southern portion of San Diego County. The project area is in an urban area adjacent to a
school, a golf course, and within 1 mile of CAL FIRE SDU Headquarters in El Cajon. The relocation of the fire center will
alleviate overcrowding at Headquarters.

Project activities will include:

® Replacement of office trailer where modular trailer currently exists
Utility connections requiring excavation of approximately 70 feet of electrical trenching (approx. 24”wide x 36”
deep)

e  Water line trenching, (approx.18” wide x 36” deep x 300’ long).

e Road within project site to access adjacent Jamul Drive.

e Construction of 2 crew vehicle apparatus bays (bus barns) approximately 100’ x 50°.

e  Warehouse approx. 65°x75’ ft. attached to apparatus bay.

e Gasoline and diesel fuel dispensing station (15’x20°).

e Parking area approximately 50’ x 350° on south end of compound.

e  Security fence along perimeter of property.

e Paving parking areas on existing paved and unpaved lots.
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Improvements and remodel will include:

e Improving existing paved % mile perimeter road.

e Repair of existing paved access roads.

e Removal of existing fence and installation of approximately 4000 of security fencing along existing metal wire and
wood fence perimeter.

e Backfilling of a swimming pool.

e Remodel of existing 36,000 sq. ft. main building.

e Remodeling existing housing into barracks.

¢ Removal of one trailer near the classrooms to be replaced with new double wide trailer.

Environmental Impact Analysis

Aesthetics
] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
[X] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The project will be using existing structures that will be remodeled within their interiors in addition to a crew vehicle
apparatus bay. Parking areas are planned on former parking areas and will not significantly change the visual character of the
site. The site is currently developed with buildings that will be re-purposed and CAL FIRE is proposing to add a new
apparatus bay and fueling station as indicated in the project description.

The project is re-developing an existing site and is located on a major roadway. The project will not damage a scenic vista or
substantially damage a scenic resource or create a new source of substantial light or glare.

Impacts would be less than significant.

Agriculture and Forest Resources

] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

Xl Yes [[]No Would any trees be felled? If yes, discuss protection of nesting birds, if necessary.
[]Yes [XINo Would the project convert any prime or unique farmland?

[]Yes XINo Would the project result in the conversion of forest land or timberland to non-forest use?
[X] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Approximately six Eucalyptus trees > 8-inch DBH may need to be removed to facilitate project. These trees are not native to
the area. Prior to removal, surveys for nesting birds will be completed and no removal will occur until birds have fledged. This

area does not meet the definition of timberland under the California Forest Practice Rules and does not contain agricultural land.

This project will have no impact to agriculture or forest resources.

Air Quality

[_] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

X Yes [|No The local Air Quality Management District guidelines for dust abatement and other air quality concerns were
reviewed for this project.

X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Due to the limited duration expected to be within 6 months and limited use of mechanized equipment such as pavers,
backhoes, and cement trucks along with application of BMP’s to reduce dust and adherence to appropriate air quality rules
such as San Diego County APCD Rule 51 (Nuisance), Rule 55 (Fugitive Dust Control), and Rule 1206 (Asbestos Removal,
Renovation, and Demolition), project will not create a significant impact on air quality, nor will it significantly expose local
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations.

This project will not have a significant impact on air quality.
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Biological Resources

[_] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

[]Yes [X]No Will the project potentially effect biological resources?

X Yes [JNo Was a current California Natural Diversity Database review completed? Results discussed below:
X Yes [JNo Was a biological survey of the project area completed? Results discussed below:

X] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

An updated query of CDFW’s California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), BIOS, and Rare Find 5 data was conducted on July 1,
2025. Species queried through the CNDDB included plants (CNPS List 1B and higher) and animals (Federal and State listed and special status
species) that occur within a one-mile radius of the project. A one-mile radius was selected because the project is located within a highly
disturbed and developed area. The west side of the project site is bordered by Steele Canyon Rd, with a residential neighborhood immediately
beyond the road. The east side of the property shares a boundary with another residential neighborhood. To the south is the intersection of
Steel Canyon Rd and Jamul Dr, with Jamacha Elementary School located on the other side of that intersection. The north side of the project
area adjoins Cottonwood Golf Course, which was included in the 1-mile radius CNDDB query. The project site itself is substantially disturbed
due to its prior use as a private health-care rehabilitation facility, resulting in minimal intact natural habitats and limited potential for sensitive
biological resources. The results of this CNDDB search and the biological assessment for these species to be potentially impacted by this
project are included in Table 1. Biological Information for San Diego Fire Center Project (see below). This was followed by a field survey
with a representative from USFWS to identify any presence of Ambrosia pumila. The field survey did not identify any presence. Prior to work
being started, surveys for nesting birds and Ambrosia pumila will be conducted and if occurrences exist, birds will be allowed to fledge and
Ambrosia pumila will be flagged and receive a 100 ft avoidance buffer. No work is planned in prior location of Ambrosia pumila.

Based on these findings and due to all work being conducted on previously disturbed areas, CAL FIRE staff determined that adverse impacts
to any biological resources are unlikely to occur because of this project. Impacts are less than significant.

Table 1. Biological Information for San Diego Fire Center Project.
Scientific Common Federal CA Status CNPS | General Bloom s (Ziic:srirneniz% fc "
Name Name Status Rank | Habitat Period P are;) 1
Special-Status Plants
Threatened by weeds
. . Chaparral, coastal and heavy use of
Ambrosia San Diego Apr- transmission
. - Endangered None 1B.1 | scrub, valley and .
pumila ambrosia foothi Oct | corridor. Surrounded
oothill grassland.
by development. No
species observed
Cismontane Suitable habit does
Clgrkla dehcgte None None 1B2 | woodland, Apr- not exist within
delicata clarkia Jun project area. No
chaparral. .
impacts expected.
. . , Coastal scrub, Suitable habit does
Ericameria Palmer's chaparral. On A
. o Sep- not exist within
palmeri var. | goldenbus | Threatened | Endangered IB.1 | granitic soils, .
. Nov project area. No
palmeri h on steep .
hillsides. impacts expected.
Suitable habit does
Sphaeroqarp ' bottle None None IB.1 Chaparral, coastal Unkn not exist within
os drewiae liverwort scrub. own project area. No
impacts expected.
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Status | State Status CDFW General Habitat Occurrence of s pecies in project
Rank area
Special-Status Animals
Nest sites mainly in riparian .
rowths of deciduous trees Last known occurrence in 2003. Area
Accipiter cooperii Cooper's hawk None None WL & . .| is now well developed. No species
as in canyon bottoms on river - .
X i observed. No impact is expected
flood-plains; also, live oaks.
Breeds in grasslands with
scattered trees, juniper- | Extensive development since
. . . sage flats, riparian areas, | last occurrence in 1920 has
Buteo swainsoni | Swainson's hawk None Threatened B P . .
savannahs, and agricultural | greatly reduced nesting and
or ranch lands with groves foraging habitat.
or lines of trees.
Frequents a wide variety of
habitats, most common in | Suitable habit does not exist
Phrynosoma . . .
blainvilli coast horned lizard None None SSC lowlands along sandy within project area. No
inv . .
washes with scattered low impacts expected.
bushes.
o Obligate, permanent . . .
Polioptila - . gate, p Suitable habit does not exist
. coastal California resident of coastal sage o .
californica Threatened None SSC . within project area. No
californica gnatcatcher scrub below 2500 ft in impacts expected
Southern California. P P ’
Summer resident of
Vireo bellii Southern California in low | Suitable habit does not exist
usillus least Bell's vireo Endangered | Endangered riparian in vicinity of water within project area. No
P or in dry river bottoms; impacts expected.
below 2000 ft.

X Yes
X Yes
X Yes
[ ] Yes

Cultural Resources/Tribal Cultural Resources
] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
[1No Was a current archaeological records check completed? Results discussed below:
[JNo Wasa CAL FIRE staff or contract archaeologist consulted? Results discussed below:
[ INo Was an archaeological survey of the project area completed? Results discussed below:
XI No Will the project effect any historic, archaeological or tribal cultural resources?
X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

An archaeological records check, and an archaeological survey of the project area were both completed and included in the
Confidential Archaeological Report, which was completed by Larrynn Carver, CAL FIRE Southern Region Senior State
Archaeologist, on 10/30/2025. Local Native American Tribes were consulted as part of the archaeological review, the
results of which are confidential and are detailed in the Confidential Archaeological Report.

Although the survey did not find any resources, as a part of construction protocol, any work conducted on the roadway on the
eastern boundary of the project area should be contained to the existing roadway. If the work extends outside of this existing
footprint, a CAL FIRE archaeologist will monitor the new disturbance. Additionally, if any unknown resources are uncovered
work will cease immediately, a 100 ft avoidance buffer will be implemented, and a CAL FIRE archaeologist will be notified.

This project will not affect any significant impacts on historic, archaeological, or tribal cultural resource.
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Energy
[_] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
X] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below.

The project will not have a significant impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources or
conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency. The project will re-purpose existing
structures and add one new structure rather than developing a new project site. Impacts will be less than significant.

Geology and Soils
] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The project does not expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death
involving rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong ground shaking, ground failure or landslides. The project area is not located
near a fault zone and is identified as a low to moderate shake area in the event of an earthquake. In addition, the project area is
not located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable or that would become unstable because of the proposed project, nor will the
project have an impact regarding expansive soils.

This project will not result in significant impacts on geology or soils.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

[JYes [XINo Would the project generate significant greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions?

[JYes [XINo Wouldthese GHG emissions result in a significant impact on the environment? Discuss below:

[lYes [XINo Would the project conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing
the emissions of greenhouse gases? Discuss below:

GHG emissions calculations were based on estimates of total fossil fuel consumption by motorized equipment required for
facilitation of this project. Estimates were based on high end usage projections. Conversion factors utilized were obtained from
the California Climate Action Register (CCAR) General Reporting Protocol (CCAR 2009). The Results are detailed below:
Total CO2e produced under the scope of this project this will result in net release of 41.65 metric tons of CO2e.

The significance threshold CAL FIRE used to determine significance is thresholds established by the California Air Pollution
Control Officers Association is 900 tons/yr. for indirect sources (combined construction and operational emissions).

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Worksheet
GAL. OF
Vehicles MILES MPG FUEL
Staff vehicle - Gas 300 15 20.0
Other Vehicle Gas 2,600 10 260.0
Other Vehicle Gas 2,600 10 260.0
Staff vehicle - Diesel 0 15 0.0
Backhoe Transport - Diesel 40 10 4.0
Cement Truck - Diesel 700 10 70.0
Stake Side Trk. - Diesel 2600 10 260.0
Engine FTH- Diesel 0 10 0.0
Other Vehicle Diesel 0 10 0.0
Other Vehicle Diesel 0 10 0.0
GAL. OF
Construction Equipment HOURS GPH FUEL

Backhoe - Diesel 168.00 8 1,344.00
Cement Truck - Diesel 168.00 10 1,680.00
Asphalt Paver - Diesel 168.00 1.5 252.00
Chainsaw /Weedeater/ Ect. 24.00 3 72.00
Misc. Handheld gas 0.00 2 0.00

TOTALS CF KILOGRAMS
Total Gasoline Consumption 612.0 8.18 5,006.16
Total Diesel Consumption 3,610.0 | 10.15 36,641.50
Total Metric Tons CO2e - Gas 5.01
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Total Metric Tons COZ2e - Diesel | 36.64 |

Total Metric Tons CO2e | 41.65 |

Based upon this threshold, impacts to greenhouse gas emissions are less than significant.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials
] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The project location is on previously disturbed areas within a prior health facility and is not on or near a listed hazardous
materials site. The site will require an above ground 1000-gallon diesel and 1000-gallon gasoline fueling station but will not
result in creating a hazard to the public through the routine transport, use, or disposal of any hazardous materials or release of
hazardous materials into the environment as the project is subject to state regulations. The project site is not located within an
airport land use plan or within the vicinity of a private airstrip and will not interfere with an emergency response plan.

This project will not create a significant impact to hazards and hazardous materials.

Hydrology and Water Quality

] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

[]Yes [XINo Will the project potentially affect any watercourse or body of water?

X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Water usage will be limited to sustaining up to 60 personnel on a daily basis. Training will not impact water usage as no fire
engine training is expected. Landscape water usage is expected to be minimal as only small areas of grass and trees will need to
be maintained. Project will require reconnecting to city waterlines, sewage, and stormwater systems. Prior facility
accommodated a similar number of residents. Landscape on south of project area, adjacent south of road, will be kept to prevent
erosion from entering watercourse. The project will not result in any additional run-off due to its flat topography.

This project will not have significant impacts on current or future hydrology or water quality.

Land Use and Planning
] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The project site is designated as rural residential but has been previously developed and used for commercial purposes in the
past. The site is not currently in use. The site will be re-developed as a fire center. The fire center will house approximately 45-
60 firefighters per day and will require cautionary signage along Steele Canyon Rd. and Jamul Dr. identifying it as a fire station.
High left turn usage is expected on Steele Canyon Rd. into compound early in the morning at 7 A.M. but no significant changes
in vehicle traffic pattern or traffic light patterns is expected.

This project will not have significant impacts on current or future land use and planning.

Mineral Resources
X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
[_] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

This project will have no impacts to mineral resources.

Noise
] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Work will occur Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM and possibly on Saturdays for a period of approximately six months.
Noise levels are expected to be consistent with heavy machinery such as cement trucks and paver for parking lot and road
remodel along with hand tool equipment for a limited time during remodel. Noise is expected to be limited during the 6-month
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construction period as much of the work is remodel and not new construction. Noise caused by emergency vehicle sirens is
expected to be infrequent and minimal only being used during emergency responses to warn traffic.

There will be no significant impacts from the noise generated by this project.

Population and Housing
] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The 45-60 fire personnel housed within the site will not be making it a permanent residence. Housing purposes are for overnight
shift for crews of up to 45 firefighters with the remaining day staff commuting to their residences. Prior facility accommodated

a similar amount of overnight residences.

There will be no significant impact effects on population or housing.

Public Services
X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

This project is expected to improve Public Services for fire protection by reducing response times to local wildland fires within
the area. This project will have no adverse physical or environmental impacts to other public services objectives.

Recreation
X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

This project will have no effect on recreation.

Transportation and Traffic
[_] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
[X] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

All vehicles and construction equipment used during project implementation and thereafter would access the San Diego Fire
Center via Steele Canyon Road. To limit usage along Steele Canyon Rd., equipment can be off-loaded and staged within the
compound during the 6-month expected construction. Equipment that can be staged includes backhoes, pavers, transports, utility
vehicles, and roll-off dumpsters. Temporary security fencing around equipment and supplies may be needed.

The fire center will house approximately 45-60 firefighters per day and will require cautionary signage along Steele Canyon
Rd. and Jamul Dr. identifying it as a fire station. High left turn usage is expected on Steele Canyon Rd. into compound
indefinitely early in the morning at 7 A.M. However, no significant changes in vehicle traffic patterns or traffic light patterns
are expected due to the limited number of vehicles expected. In lieu of the addition of traffic signals or road signs specific to
notification of fire equipment on Steele Canyon Road, fire emergency vehicles can ensure proper traffic flow by using existing
highway rules during non-emergency access and egress or activating emergency light and sirens when necessary.

The vehicle trips created by the proposed project will not have a significant impact on transportation and traffic as the traffic
generated during construction is not substantial and is of limited duration. Operational traffic would not significantly increase
VMT from the previous approved land use (residential rehabilitation center) and will be less than significant.
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Utilities and Service Systems
[_] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The center is projected to accommodate 45-60 fire personnel during normal operations with an additional 45 during infrequent
training sessions. Project will require reconnecting to city waterlines, sewage, and stormwater systems. Prior use as a health
facility accommodated a similar amount of people. Fire apparatus’ are not expected to affect water limitations as only one
apparatus is a fire engine. Existing facilities utilities and service systems are expected to accommodate personnel. Impacts will
be less than significant.

Wildfire
] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
[X] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The project proposes to relocate San Diego Fire Crews 1,2, and 3 from their current location at San Diego Headquarters located
at 2249 Jamacha Road, El Cajon CA. 92019 to 2815 Steele Canyon Road in El Cajon CA. Difference in driving time is
approximately 5 minutes and within a distance of 1 mile. This difference is expected to have less than a significant impact to
the existing emergency response plan.

Changes Made to Avoid Environmental Impacts:
None

Mandatory Findings of Significance: YES NO

(a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory?

(b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? “Cumulatively ] X
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in connection with
the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probably future projects.

(c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, ] X
either directly or indirectly?

Justification for Use of a Categorical Exemption (discuss why the project is exempt, cite exemption number(s), and
describe how the project fits the class):

The project is consistent with Categorical Exemptions: 15303, Class 3 New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures and
15304, Class 4 Minor Alterations to Land. This project proposes to construct a fire center using existing structures, roads, and
infrastructure from the footprint of a vacant facility. These activities are consistent with the exemptions listed above.

Field review by CAL FIRE staff confirmed that no exceptions apply, which would preclude the use of a notice of exemption for
this project. The Department has concluded that no significant environmental impact would occur to aesthetics, agriculture and
forestland or timberland, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions,
hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, populations and
housing, public services, recreation, transportation and traffic, or utilities and service systems. Documentation of the
environmental review completed by the department is kept on file at the address noted on page one.

Conclusion:

DX After assessing potential environmental impacts and evaluating the description for the various classes of categorical
exemptions to CEQA, CAL FIRE has determined that the project fits within one or more of the exemption classes and no
exceptions exist at the project site which would preclude the use of this exemption. CAL FIRE considered the possibility of (a)
sensitive location, (b) cumulative impact, (c) significant impact due to unusual circumstances, (d) impacts to scenic highways,
(e) activities within a hazardous waste site, and (f) significant adverse change to the significance of a historical resource. A notice
of exemption will be filed at the State Clearinghouse.
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[] After assessing potential environmental impacts and evaluating the description for the various classes of categorical
exemptions to CEQA, CAL FIRE has determined that the project does not fit within the description for the various exemption
classes or has found that exceptions exist at the project site that precludes the use of a categorical exemption for this project.

Additional environmental review will be conducted and the appropriate CEQA document used may be a negative declaration or
a mitigated negative declaration.
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~ Proposed San Diego Fire Camp Vicinity Map ~
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~ Proposed San Diego Fire Center ~
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Entrance from Steele Canyon Road

View from Steele Canyon Road
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View of modular trailer to be replaced



