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IDY has been historically occupied by the Cahuilla Native American Tribe and contains archaeological 
artifacts from the Tribe’s occupation. It has remained historically undeveloped until recently with its current 
operation as a public regional park maintained by the District. IDY is partially-developed, with 
improvements consisting of recreational facilities such as picnic areas, nature center, tent campsites, RV 
sites, restrooms/showers, and hiking trails. 

One vegetation community—incense cedar forest and woodland—was recorded in the park. This 
community is dominated by incense cedar (Calocedrus decurrens), black oak (Quercus kelloggii), and 
canyon live oak (Quercus chrysolepis) and associated mid- and understory vegetation. The park contains 
intermittent aquatic features with associated riparian vegetation, including Lilly Creek, which runs north–
south across the center of the park, and an ephemeral drainage in the northeastern portion of the site, 
which provides marginally suitable habitat for amphibian species, including potentially for mountain 
yellow-legged frog (Rana muscosa). Attachment A, Biological Resources Constraint Analysis 
Memorandum, provides further details about the biological conditions on-site. 

Existing cultural resources on-site include three pre-contact resources and one historic resource. The pre-
contact resources consist of bedrock milling features, privies, dump/trash scatter, lithic scatter, 
pictographs, and ceramic scatter. The historic resource is a segment of asphalt paved, unmarked, two-
lane historical-period road on the south side of SR-243, and two segments of a foot trail (Deer Springs 
Trail) that is located on the north and south sides of SR-243. Attachment B, Cultural Resources Constraint 
Analysis Memorandum, provides further details about the cultural resources on-site. 

Land Use and Zoning 
The General Plan land use designation for IDY is Open Space/Conservation Habitat (OS-CH) (Exhibit 7). 
The zoning for this project site is Natural Assets (N-A) (Exhibit 8). 

Surrounding land uses include the following:  

• North: SR-243, single-family residences, undeveloped lands  
• East: Idyllwild Campground 
• South: Lilly Creek, Pine Creek Avenue, single-family residences 
• West: Bear Trap Canyon 

 
Project Characteristics 
The District proposes to implement fuel reduction activities within IDY, including the removal of dead 
and/or hazardous trees adjacent to existing roads and the property boundary, as well as removing non-
native and invasive vegetation and thinning of native shrubs in the understory to reduce fire risk. 
Additional fuel reduction activities include the removal of the lower branches (up to 8 feet) of trees within 
the existing woodland, located adjacent to the right-of-way of SR-243 and Cedar Glen Drive, and within 
100 feet of neighboring properties and structures. Additional fuel reduction activities are proposed within 
50 feet of the existing trail system throughout IDY. The proposed fuel modification zones are proposed 
around existing trails, structures, and roads within and adjacent to IDY (Exhibit 9).  
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As a part of the proposed IDY project design, the District consulted with qualified Biologists to identify 
project constraints and create site-specific implementation measures to be incorporated into the project 
design to ensure responsible environmental stewardship of biological resources. The implementation 
measures associated with IDY include obtaining a Qualified Biologist to conduct pre-construction surveys 
prior to the initiation of fuel reduction activities; establishing ESAs, if applicable; monitoring fuel reduction 
activities; providing a WEAP training; and implementing MSHCP BMPs. 

A Qualified Biologist will inspect the trees within the proposed fuel modification zones for cavities that 
could contain active bird nests, or bat roosts, or other wildlife using cavities for cover. Additionally, the 
Biologist will inspect trees for acorn woodpecker granaries. Trees identified to have cavities that provide 
important wildlife nursery habitat or that have significant woodpecker granaries will be avoided/preserved. 
All existing aquatic features on-site would be avoided through the implementation of a 50-foot avoidance 
buffer. Additionally, the proposed project will adhere to MSHCP Appendix C, MSHCP BMPs. The 
proposed fuel modification activities in IDY will occur between September 2025 and March 2026. Each 
crew member on the project will be accompanied by a Biologist who will perform pre-work sweeps of the 
work areas in the morning prior to the start of work each day, as necessary, provide a WEAP training to all 
new crew members, inspect trees and tree cavities prior to their removal, and direct crews to avoid 
sensitive resources. BMPs are also incorporated into the project to ensure preservation of any 
unanticipated cultural resources that may be unintentionally discovered.  

Equipment used for the proposed IDY fuel modification activities include chainsaws, weed eaters, 
excavator, skid steer, shovels, woodchippers, etc. No herbicides will be used as a part of the fuel 
reduction activities. Larger branches and/or tree removed, that do not contain valuable wildlife nursery 
habitat, will be chipped and spread in mulching layers no deeper than 3 inches in previously disturbed 
areas within the park. Crews conducting trimming and vegetation removal activities will work only in 
designated areas and with a Qualified Biologist present during all maintenance-related activities. 

CEQA FRAMEWORK FOR MINOR ALTERATIONS TO 
LAND EXEMPTION 

Criteria for Class 4 Exemption (CEQA Guidelines Section 
15304) 
A Class 4 Exemption applies to minor alterations in the conditions of land, water, and/or vegetation which 
do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes. CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15304 provides several examples for activities that could qualify for this exemption, 
including the following that applies to the proposed project: 

(i) Fuel Management activities within 30 feet of structures to reduce the volume of flammable 
vegetation, provided that the activities will not result in taking of endangered, rare, or 
threatened plant or animal species or significant erosion or sedimentation of surface waters. 
This exemption shall apply to fuel management activities within 100 feet of a structure if the 
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public agency having fire protection responsibility in the area has determined that 100 feet of 
fuel clearance is required due to extra hazardous fire conditions. 

Criteria for Section 15300.2 Exceptions to a Class 4 
Exemption 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 lists exceptions to qualifying for a categorical exemption. These 
exceptions apply only to categorical exemptions identified in CEQA Guidelines Sections 15300-15333 
and do not apply to an exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3). 

The exceptions are as follows: 

a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be 
located–a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a 
particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply 
in all instances, except where the project may impact an environmental resource of hazardous or 
critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by 
federal, State, or local agencies. 

b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative 
impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, and over time is significant. 

c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a 
reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to 
unusual circumstances. 

d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in 
damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a State Scenic 
Highway. 

e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site 
which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 

f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause 
a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historic resource. 

 
The following evaluates the proposed project for Class 4 eligibility and exceptions (a) through (f) and is 
supported by substantial evidence in the record. 

Criteria for 15061(b)(3) Exemption 
CEQA specifies that environmental review is required only "[i]f there is substantial evidence . . . that the 
project may have a significant effect on the environment." Public Resources Code Section 21080, subd. 
(d).) As a corollary to this principle, CEQA also specifies that, if "[t]here is no substantial evidence, in light 
of the whole record before the lead agency, that the project may have a significant effect on the 
environment," then the proposed project is not subject to further CEQA review. Public Resources Code 
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Section 21080, subd. (c)(1).) CEQA Guidelines Section 15061, subdivision (b)(3), is similar, specifying: 
"Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a 
significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA." 

“Under these provisions, where there is no substantial evidence a proposed project may have a 
significant environmental effect, further CEQA review is unnecessary; no categorical exemption is 
necessary to establish that proposition.” (Berkeley Hillside Preservation v. City of Berkeley (2015) 60 C4th 
1086, 1099). Section 15061 (b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines states that a proposed project is exempt if it 
can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant 
effect on the environment. Proposed projects which are covered by this exemption are not subject to 
CEQA. The common sense exemption was adopted to guard against the possibility that an “obviously 
exempt” type of project not explicitly listed in the categorical exemptions “might be required needlessly to 
comply with the requirements of CEQA.” (Myers v. Board of Supervisors (1976) 58 CA3d 413, 425). 
Accordingly, the exceptions to categorical exemptions listed in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 do not 
apply to this exemption. Even if a project does not specifically qualify for a statutory or categorical 
exemption, it “may nonetheless be found exempt” if it fits within the terms of this exemption. (Muzzy 
Ranch Co. v. Solano County Airport Land Use Comm’n (2007) 41 C4th 372, 380).  

ANALYSIS OF APPLICABILITY 

A Class 4 Exemption applies to minor alterations in the conditions of land, water, and/or vegetation which 
do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15304). 

Analysis of Class 4 Applicability 
The proposed project would involve the execution of a Hazardous Fuel Reduction Plan at two locations in 
Riverside County. As discussed in the Project Description section above, the proposed project would 
result in the removal of hazardous trees and vegetation to reduce the risk of fire hazard, employing forest 
management techniques and practices to ensure forest health and public safety. The proposed activities 
would be minor and would not include construction of new structures; vegetation removal would be limited 
to the amount needed to ensure reduction of fire hazard risk and would not require clearance of large 
areas of the land. Additionally, the removal of trees parasitized by gold-spotted oak borer qualifies as a 
minor alteration to land under CEQA Guidelines Section 15304 (Class 4), because such activity does not 
result in significant environmental effects. Affected trees are typically dead or dying and pose ecological, 
safety, and fire hazards. Their removal is consistent with maintenance activities aimed at preventing the 
spread of harmful pests and protecting forest health. Therefore, the proposed project qualifies as minor 
alterations in the condition of vegetation for forestry purposes.  
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Analysis of Potential Exceptions to Class 4 Exemption  
CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 lists exceptions to the application of a categorical exemption.1 
Importantly, as explained above, these exceptions do not preclude a finding that a project is otherwise 
exempt. Under the reasoning in Surfrider Found. v. California Coastal Comm’n. (1994) 26 CA 4th 151, an 
agency may combine several exemptions to find an entire project exempt.  

The exceptions to categorical exemptions are as follows:  

a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be 
located–a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a 
particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply 
in all instances, except where the project may impact an environmental resource of hazardous or 
critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by 
federal, State, or local agencies.  

b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative 
impact of successive projects of the same type, in the same place, and over time is significant. 

c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a 
reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to 
unusual circumstances. 

d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in 
damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a State Scenic 
Highway. 

e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site 
which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 

f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause 
a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historic resource. 

 
The following evaluates the proposed project for exceptions (a) through (f) and is supported by 
substantial evidence in the record. 

a) Location 

Under this exception, a Class 4 Exemption would not apply if the activity may have an impact on an 
"environmental resource" of "hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and 
officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies" (CEQA Guidelines Section 
15300.2(a)). This exception applies only if the resource has been specifically designated. The absence of 
any such agency designation, mapping, or adoption precludes Don't Cell Our Parks v. City of San Diego 

 
1  These exceptions are specific to categorical exemptions and do not apply to a project’s applicability under Section 

15061(b)(3). Nonetheless, the discussion regarding the categorical exceptions further demonstrates that the proposed project 
will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts consistent with application of a Section 15061(b)(3) exemption. 



 

19 

(2018) 21 CA5th 338, 363. This exception does not apply to designated earthquake and landslide hazard 
zones (Berkeley Hills Watershed Coalition v. City of Berkeley (2019) 31 CA5th 880, 891).  

Valley Hi project site. The proposed work area at the Valley Hi project site is focused on the 
northeastern portion of the site, along Twin Pines Road. The site is categorized by the California 
Department of Agriculture as Grazing land and Farmland of Local Importance, but not as Farmland of 
Statewide importance or Prime Farmland.2 The area has not been evaluated or marked in any way on the 
California Department of Conservation’s Mineral Land Classification, nor is it noted as a mineral zone in 
the General Plan.3 In addition, there are no properties in the immediate project area that are zoned for 
mining activities. The site is located within the Western Riverside County MSHCP area.4 According to the 
MSHCP Information Map, Valley Hi is in the survey area for mountain yellow-legged frog, which in most 
cases requires that surveys be conducted if habitat is present. Valley Hi does not support habitat for this 
species and furthermore, the proposed project would be considered a Covered Activity under the MSHCP, 
which provides an exemption for the frog surveys.  

The project site is subject to Riverside County Ordinance 559 Regulating the Removal of Trees and Oak 
Tree Management Guidelines for the protection of native oak trees. The Oak Tree Management 
Guidelines require that impacts to oak trees be mitigated; however, Ordinance 559 exempts removal of 
“any tree which constitutes an immediate threat to the public health, safety or general welfare and 
requires emergency removal.”. Per CAL FIRE, the project site is located in a State Responsibility Area 
(SRA) and is in a VHFSZ.5 However, fire risk is a site condition and not a mapped resource.  

According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map, the 
project site is not located within a designated flood hazard area.6 Finally, a records search at the Western 
Science Center concluded that no fossil localities yielding paleontological resources are located at the 
project site,7 and the rock units at the project site have very low potential to contain significant 
paleontological resources. Regardless, the proposed project would be required to comply with General 
Plan Policy OS 19.7 and Policy OS 19.9 that mandates procedures, the establishment of mitigation 
measures, and curation requirements in the event fossils are inadvertently encountered during ground 
disturbance. In conclusion, the project site is not designated as a sensitive environment; therefore, this 
exception does not apply to the proposed project.  

 
2  California Department of Conservation. California Important Farmland Finder. Website: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/CIFF/. Accessed July 21, 2025. 
3  California Department of Conservation. Mineral Land Classification. Website: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/minerals/?page=Mineral-Land-Classification&print_preview=true&views=Legend---MLC-
Reports. Accessed July 21, 2025. 

4  Riverside County. Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan. Website: 
https://planning.rctlma.org/epd/wr-mshcp. Accessed July 21, 2025. 

5 California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). Fire Hazard Severity Zone Viewer. Website: 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/03beab8511814e79a0e4eabf0d3e7247/. Accessed July 21, 2025. 

6  Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer. Website: https://hazards-
fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8b0adb51996444d4879338b5529aa9cd. Accessed July 21, 2025. 

7  Stoneburg, Brittney Elizabeth, MSc. 2025. Collections Manager, Western Science Center. Personal communication: email. 
July 25. 
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IDY project site. The IDY area has not been evaluated or marked in any way, including farmland of 
Statewide Importance or Prime Farmland, on the California Department of Conservations Important 
Farmland Finder. 8 The area has not been evaluated or marked in any way on the California Department 
of Conservation Mineral Land Classification, nor is it noted as a mineral zone in the General Plan.9 In 
addition, there are no properties in the immediate project vicinity that are zoned for mining activities. The 
site is located within the MSHCP area.10 According to the MSHCP Information Map, IDY is in the survey 
area for mountain yellow-legged frog and several Narrow Endemic Plants species, which in most cases 
requires that surveys be conducted if habitat is present. The proposed project would be considered a 
Covered Activity under the MSHCP, which provides an exemption for the frog surveys.  

The northern portion of IDY is within the United Staes Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) designated 
Critical Habitat for mountain yellow-legged frog; however, the project does not occur on federal lands nor 
would it be federally funded, so consultation with USFWS would not be required. The site is also subject 
to Riverside County Ordinance 559, Regulating the Removal of Trees and Oak Tree Management 
Guidelines for the protection of native oak trees. The Oak Tree Management Guidelines require that 
impacts to oak trees be mitigated; however, Ordinance 559 exempts removal of “any tree which 
constitutes an immediate threat to the public health, safety or general welfare and requires emergency 
removal.” Per CAL FIRE, the project site is located in an SRA and is in a VHFSZ.11 However, fire risk is a 
site condition and not a mapped resource.  

According to FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map, the project site is not located within a designated flood 
hazard area.12  

Finally, a records search at the Western Science Center concluded that no fossil localities yielding 
paleontological resources are located at the project site.13 Rock units at the project site have potential to 
yield significant paleontological resources. Ground-disturbing activities at the IDY project site would be 
required to comply with General Plan Policy OS 19.6 that requires the preparation of a Paleontological 
Resources Impact Mitigation Program (PRIMP) prior to ground disturbance, as well as Policy OS 19.7 
and Policy OS 19.9. In conclusion, the project site is not designated as a sensitive environment; 
therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project.  

 
8  California Department of Conservation. California Important Farmland Finder. Website: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/CIFF/. Accessed July 21, 2025. 
9  California Department of Conservation. Mineral Land Classification. Website: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/minerals/?page=Mineral-Land-Classification&print_preview=true&views=Legend---MLC-
Reports. Accessed July 21, 2025. 

10  Riverside County. Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan. Website: 
https://planning.rctlma.org/epd/wr-mshcp. Accessed July 21, 2025. 

11  California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). Fire Hazard Severity Zone Viewer. Website: 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/03beab8511814e79a0e4eabf0d3e7247/. Accessed July 21, 2025. 

12  Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer. Website: https://hazards-
fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8b0adb51996444d4879338b5529aa9cd. Accessed July 21, 2025. 

13  Stoneburg, Brittney Elizabeth, MSc. 2025. Collections Manager, Western Science Center. Personal communication: email. 
July 25. 



 

21 

b) Cumulative Impact 

In applying this exception to the Class 4 Exemption, the cumulative impact must result from "successive 
projects of the same type in the same place." CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(b). The proposed project 
involves vegetation removal in specified and limited locations within the project sites. Vegetation removal 
would be targeted and consistent with fire safety protocols. There are no other identified fuel reduction 
projects within these two properties. Some minor ground-disturbing activities associated with the 
proposed fuel reduction efforts of the project would occur, and impacts related to construction activities 
are detailed in Exception (c), below. Post-project implementation, the proposed project would not result in 
any operational impacts. There would not be successive projects of the same type occurring in the same 
place that would result in cumulatively considerable adverse impacts.  

c) Significant Effect 

Air Quality 

The proposed project would conduct fuel reduction activities that would be short-term in duration, 
targeted, and consistent with fire safety protocols. Although the proposed project would generate 
emissions from equipment used for the proposed fuel reduction activities, including chainsaws, excavator, 
skid steer, and woodchippers, these emissions would be limited to specific areas targeting the removal or 
thinning of existing vegetation. Note that some of the work would be accomplished by hand tools that 
would not result in emissions, such as shovels, or hand tools with extremely limited emissions, such as 
weed eaters. Furthermore, although emissions would also be generated from worker vehicle trips, these 
emissions would also be short-term in duration and would be limited to maintenance vehicles servicing 
the site throughout the duration of the proposed project. Thus, the project is expected to have limited 
impacts on air quality. No earthmoving equipment would be used during fuel removal activities, and 
therefore, no fugitive dust is expected to result from execution of the proposed project. Thus, the 
proposed project would have a less than significant impact on air quality and a less than significant 
contribution to cumulative impacts following completion of the proposed project. 

Biological Resources 

The proposed project would implement fuel reduction activities in work areas at Valley Hi (Exhibit 5) and 
IDY (Exhibit 9). These proposed activities have the potential to impact sensitive biological resources. The 
following discussion summarizes the results of the literature review and field survey that document 
existing biological conditions at each park, including assessing habitat for potential occurrence of special-
status species, riparian habitats and sensitive communities, State or federally protected waters or 
wetlands, wildlife movement corridors and wildlife nursery sites, trees and other resources protected by 
local ordinances, and requirements for achieving consistency with the MSHCP. Project-specific 
Implementation Measures (IM) are provided as part of the project design that, when implemented, would 
ensure that sensitive biological resources are not impacted by project activities. Each site is discussed 
separately below.  

Valley Hi Project Site 

Special-status Species 

The proposed Valley Hi work area (Exhibit 5) contains areas of natural vegetation that could provide 
habitat for special-status plant and wildlife species. To avoid potential impacts to special-status species, 
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the District would implement Implementation Measures, including hiring a Qualified Biologist (IM BIO-1), 
conducting pre-construction surveys (IM BIO-2), establishing ESAs;(IM BIO-3), implementing a WEAP (IM 
BIO-4), monitoring fuel reduction activities (IM BIO-5), implementing MSHCP BMPs (IM BIO-6), and 
reporting (IM BIO-7). Implementing these measures before and during fuel reduction activities will ensure 
that impacts to special-status species are avoided.  

Riparian and Sensitive Natural Communities 

One sensitive vegetation community, Goodding’s willow–red willow riparian woodland and forest, was 
documented at Valley Hi. Accordingly, the work area is delineated in a manner that would avoid this 
sensitive vegetation community. Riparian areas have been identified around the basin and drainages at 
Valley Hi but again, the work area is delineated in a manner that would avoid riparian areas. Thus, these 
resources are not anticipated to be impacted by the fuel reduction activities.  

Jurisdictional Waters and Wetlands 

There are ephemeral drainages at Valley Hi, and the EPA WATERS database and United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) topographic map reported inland waters and emergent wetlands present at 
this project site. Accordingly, the work area at Valley Hi is delineated in a manner that would avoid these 
potentially jurisdictional features; thus, the fuel reduction activities planned at Valley Hi are not anticipated 
to impact jurisdictional water or wetlands.  

Wildlife Movement Corridors and Nursery Sites 

The park itself does not function as a wildlife movement corridor connecting two areas of open space; 
however, the vegetation communities and drainages on-site likely facilitate wildlife movements through 
the park. Accordingly, the work area is delineated in a manner that would avoid drainages; thus, the 
proposed project is not anticipated to impact wildlife movement corridors at Valley Hi.  

Valley Hi contains vegetation and trees that provide nesting habitat for birds, roosting habitat (including 
maternal roosts) for bats, and other important and unique wildlife habitats. Birds, including raptor species 
and others that build large stick nests that are used over many years, may nest in trees and vegetation in 
the proposed work area; bats may roost in tree cavities; wildlife may seek cover in tree cavities; and dead 
trees or branches may support significant acorn woodpecker granaries. The District would perform much 
of the fuel reduction activities outside of the avian nesting season (i.e., between September 1 and 
January 31), as well as outside of the bat maternal roosting season (i.e., between September 1 and 
March 30), which would avoid the potential for breeding birds and bats to be impacted by the project. For 
any fuel reduction activities performed during the avian nesting season and/or bat maternal roosting 
season, the District would avoid impacts to breeding birds and bats and special wildlife habitats through 
implementation of IM BIO-1 through IM BIO-7, including conducting pre-construction surveys (IM BIO-2), 
establishing ESAs around active nests and/or roosts and/or special wildlife habitat (IM BIO-3), 
implementing a WEAP (IM BIO-4), and monitoring fuel reduction activities (IM BIO-5). Implementing these 
IMs would ensure that impacts to nesting birds, stick nests, roosting bats, sheltering wildlife, and/or acorn 
woodpecker granaries are avoided.  

Protected Trees and Woodlands 

Coast live oak trees and coast live oak woodland and forest are present on-site, which are protected in 
most cases under the Riverside County Oak Tree Management Guidelines. However, Riverside County 
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Ordinance 559 provides an exemption for the removal of trees that pose a risk to public safety. Because 
of recent wildfires and spread of the gold-spotted oak borer at Valley Hi, there are dead and dying trees 
with evidence of severe fire and gold-spotted oak borer damage. These trees are inherently unstable and 
more prone to falling, particularly during storms or strong winds, which can cause severe damage to park 
infrastructure, vehicles, power lines, and other structures in the vicinity, potentially injuring people nearby. 
Additionally, dead trees and dried debris are highly flammable and pose a heightened fire risk and can 
become hazardous in public areas. The presence of the gold-spotted oak borer on-site poses a risk for 
spread to healthy trees, impacting the overall woodland health. Removal of severely damaged, dead, 
and/or infested trees is a proactive and ecologically beneficial measure that helps prevent further spread 
of this invasive pest and protects surrounding healthy oak populations. Targeted removal supports long-
term ecosystem resilience and is consistent with best practices for invasive pest management and fire 
risk reduction. By focusing on removal of hazardous trees during the fuel reduction activities, the District 
would qualify for the Ordinance 559 exemption. 

MSCHP Consistency 

The Valley Hi project site is located in the MSHCP plan area and is subject to its provisions. Being a 
County park, Valley Hi is considered Public/Quasi-Public (PQP) Lands under the MSHCP. The District’s 
proposed activities on PQP Lands would be considered a Covered Activity, with the only requirement 
being that MSHCP BMPs are implemented during the course of the work. The District would maintain 
consistency with MSHCP requirements by implementing the MSHCP BMPs (IM BIO-6).  

IDY Project Site 

Special-status Species 

The proposed IDY work area (Exhibit 9) contains areas of natural vegetation that could provide habitat for 
special-status plant and wildlife species. To avoid or reduce potential impacts to special-status species, 
the District would implement IMs, including hiring a Qualified Biologist (IM BIO-1), conducting pre-
construction surveys (IM BIO-2), establishing ESAs (IM BIO-3), implementing a WEAP (IM BIO-4), 
monitoring fuel reduction activities (IM BIO-5), implementing MSHCP BMPs (IM BIO-6), and reporting (IM 
BIO-7). Implementing these measures before and during fuel reduction activities will ensure that impacts 
to special-status species are avoided. 

Sensitive Natural Communities 

One sensitive vegetation community—incense cedar forest and woodland—was recorded in the park. 
Additionally, riparian areas in this community were identified around Lilly Creek and another unnamed 
drainage at IDY. Accordingly, the work area is delineated in a manner that would avoid riparian areas. 
Thus, riparian vegetation communities are not anticipated to be impacted by the fuel reduction activities.  

The proposed activities implemented in upland areas supporting incense cedar forest and woodland 
would, at worst, be considered a temporary impact or, at best, be considered actions that improve the 
vegetation community through removal of hazardous fuel and invasive species. Additionally, the District 
would implement IMs, including hiring a Qualified Biologist (IM BIO-1), conducting pre-construction 
surveys (IM BIO-2), establishing ESAs (IM BIO-3), implementing a WEAP (IM BIO-4), monitoring fuel 
reduction activities (IM BIO-5), implementing MSHCP BMPs (IM BIO-6), and reporting (IM BIO-7). 
Implementing these measures before and during fuel reduction activities will ensure that impacts to 
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sensitive and riparian communities are avoided. Thus, no impacts to sensitive or riparian communities are 
anticipated during the implementation of fuel reduction activities. 

Jurisdictional Waters and Wetlands 

Lilly Creek and an unnamed ephemeral drainage are present in the proposed work area; and the EPA 
WATERS database and USGS topographic map report inland waters and forest/shrub wetlands present 
within the proposed work area. Accordingly, the work area at IDY is delineated in a manner that would 
avoid these potentially jurisdictional features; thus, the fuel reduction activities planned at IDY are not 
anticipated to impact jurisdictional water or wetlands. 

Wildlife Movement Corridors and Nursery Sites 

The park itself does not function as a wildlife movement corridor connecting two areas of open space; 
however, the vegetation communities and drainages on-site likely facilitate wildlife movements through 
the park. Accordingly, the work area is delineated in a manner that would avoid drainages; thus, the 
proposed project is not anticipated to impact wildlife movement corridors at IDY.  

IDY contains vegetation and trees that provide nesting habitat for birds, roosting habitat (including 
maternal roosts) for bats, and other important and unique wildlife habitats. Birds, including raptor species 
and others that build large stick nests that are used over many years, may nest in trees and vegetation in 
the proposed work area; bats may roost in tree cavities; wildlife such as San Bernardino flying squirrel 
may seek cover in tree cavities; and dead trees or branches may support significant acorn woodpecker 
granaries. The District would perform much of the fuel reduction activities outside of the avian nesting 
season (i.e., between September 1 and January 31), as well as outside of the bat maternal roosting 
season (i.e., between September 1 and March 30), which would avoid the potential for breeding birds and 
bats to be impacted by the project. For any fuel reduction activities performed during the avian nesting 
season and/or bat maternal roosting season, the District would avoid impacts to breeding birds and bats 
and special wildlife habitats through implementation of IM BIO-1 through IM BIO-7, including conducting 
pre-construction surveys (IM BIO-2), establishing ESAs around active nests and/or roosts and/or special 
wildlife habitat ESAs (IM BIO-3), implementing a WEAP (IM BIO-4), and monitoring fuel reduction 
activities (IM BIO-5). Implementing these IMs would ensure that impacts to nesting birds, stick nests, 
roosting bats, sheltering San Bernardino flying squirrels and wildlife, and/or acorn woodpecker granaries 
are avoided. 

Protected Trees and Woodlands 

Canyon live oaks and California black oaks are present in IDY, which are protected in most cases under 
the Riverside County Oak Tree Management Guidelines. However, Riverside County Ordinance 559 
provides an exemption for the removal of trees that pose a risk to public safety. By focusing on removal of 
hazardous trees during the fuel reduction activities, the District would qualify for the Ordinance 559 
exemption. 

MSCHP Consistency 

The IDY project site is located in the MSHCP plan area and is subject to its provisions. Being a County 
park, IDY is considered PQP Lands under the MSHCP. The District’s proposed activities on PQP Lands 
would be considered a Covered Activity, with the only requirement being that MSHCP BMPs are 
implemented during the course of the work. The District would participate in the MSHCP, which requires 
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compliance with MSHCP policies and guidelines. The District would implement pre-construction surveys 
for MSHCP protected plant and wildlife and maintain consistency with MSHCP requirements by 
implementing the MSHCP BMPs (IM BIO-6).  

Project Implementation Measures 

As a part of the proposed project design, the District has incorporated and will implement the following 
IMs to ensure responsible environmental stewardship of biological resources. 

IM BIO-1 Contract Qualified Biologist(s) 

Prior to the initiation of fuel reduction activities, the applicant shall contract Qualified 
Biologists to implement the project Implementation Measures before and during the fuel 
reduction activities. The Biologist(s) must be familiar with the biology and conservation of 
sensitive biological resources at Valley Hi Oak Preserve and Idyllwild Regional Park, 
including mountain yellow-legged frog, Johnston’s rock cress, Munz’s mariposa lily, San 
Jacinto Mountains bedstraw, nesting birds, roosting bats, and jurisdictional waters, as 
well as the ability to identify and assess the importance of special wildlife habitats such 
as tree cavities, stick nests, and acorn woodpecker granaries on trees and threats such 
as gold-spotted oak borer. The Biologist(s) shall implement the project Implementation 
Measures outlined in this document (IM BIO-1 through IM BIO-7), including conducting 
pre-construction surveys, administering a Worker Environmental Awareness Program 
(WEAP), establishing Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) around biologically 
sensitive areas where activities need to be restricted to protect special-status plants and 
wildlife species, and monitoring fuel reduction activities. The Biologist(s) would be 
responsible for ensuring that impacts on special-status species, native vegetation, wildlife 
habitat, or unique resources would be avoided to the fullest extent possible. The 
Biologist(s) shall have the authority to stop and/or redirect work if work activities threaten 
a sensitive biological resource.  

IM BIO-2 Conduct Pre-construction Surveys  

The Qualified Biologists contracted by the District shall perform pre-construction 
survey(s) prior to the start of fuel reduction activities in work areas. The survey shall be 
conducted no more than 14 days prior to the start of planned activities. Ideally, the pre-
construction survey would coincide with the site visit performed by the Registered 
Professional Forester assigned to the project as they develop fuel reduction prescriptions 
for trees and vegetation within work areas. During the pre-construction survey, the 
Qualified Biologists shall search the work areas for sensitive biological resources, 
including special-status species, and inspect each tree in the work areas to search for 
cavities, stick nests, acorn woodpecker granaries, or other sensitive resources. The 
Qualified Biologists shall coordinate with the Registered Professional Forester to discuss 
fuel reduction plans when sensitive resources are discovered in or on a tree that is slated 
for removal or cutting. Whereas human health and safety may take precedent in 
situations where hazardous trees are located near structures or trails, trees located a 
safe distance from these areas should remain in place if they support special wildlife 



 

26 

habitats. If the fuel reduction activities coincide with the avian nesting season (February 1 
through August 31) or the bat maternal roosting season (April 1 through August 31), the 
Qualified Biologists shall search for active bird nests and bat maternal roosts during the 
pre-construction survey. If fuel reduction activities are delayed or suspended for more 
than 14 days after the survey, the affected area shall be resurveyed. 

IM BIO-3 Establish Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

As necessary, the Qualified Biologists shall establish Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
(ESAs) around sensitive biological resources that are detected either during the pre-
construction surveys or during daily monitoring of fuel reduction activities. The ESAs shall 
be marked with stakes and flagging. Works crews shall be instructed not to enter the 
ESAs and the Qualified Biologist(s) shall ensure that ESA boundaries are maintained and 
that sensitive resources within them are not disturbed by fuel reduction activities. 

IM BIO-4 Implement Worker Environmental Awareness Program 

A Qualified Biologist shall prepare and administer a Worker Environmental Awareness 
Program (WEAP) for all crews and contractors performing the fuel reduction activities. All 
personnel shall receive WEAP training prior to the initiation of proposed fuel reduction 
activities. Any new personnel that are new to the project shall receive WEAP training at a 
pre-work tailgate meeting. The WEAP training shall include a review of sensitive 
biological resources in the vicinity of each work area, including their locations, legal 
status and protections, and Implementation Measures to be implemented prior to and 
during fuel reduction activities to avoid impacts to these sensitive resources. A record of 
all personnel trained shall be maintained by the Qualified Biologist.  

IM BIO-5 Monitor Fuel Reduction Activities  

A Qualified Biologist shall be present with each work crew in each work area to monitor 
the work and ensure that sensitive biological resources are protected. The Qualified 
Biologist(s) shall ensure that fuel reduction activities are limited to the smallest practical 
area and that personnel and activities do not enter Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
(ESAs). The Qualified Biologist(s) shall perform daily pre-construction sweeps of work 
areas prior to initiation of daily construction activities to search for sensitive resources. 
During these daily sweeps of the work area, the Qualified Biologist(s) shall inspect trees 
for cavities, nests, acorn woodpecker granaries, sheltering wildlife such as San 
Bernardino flying squirrels, and other sensitive resources, and establish ESAs around 
any that are detected. The Qualified Biologist(s) shall establish ESAs around any active 
bird nests or bat maternal roosts detected in the work areas if work activities are 
implemented during the bird nesting season (February 1 through August 31) or the bat 
maternal roosting season (April 1 through August 31). The Qualified Biologist(s) shall also 
direct crews to stage vehicles and equipment in areas that avoid impacts to vegetation 
and sensitive resources. The Qualified Biologist(s) shall have the authority to stop work if 
work activities threaten a sensitive biological resource. 
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IM BIO-6 Implement MSHCP Best Management Practices 

Additionally, Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) shall be implemented during Covered Activities, including during the 
fire hazard reduction phase of the proposed project: 

1. A condition shall be placed on grading permits requiring a Qualified Biologist to 
conduct Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training for project 
personnel prior to grading. The training shall include a description of the species of 
concern and its habitats, the general provisions of the Endangered Species Act and 
the MSHCP, the need to adhere to the provisions of the Endangered Species Act and 
the MSHCP, the penalties associated with violating the provisions of the Endangered 
Species Act, the general measures that are being implemented to conserve the 
species of concern as they relate to the proposed project, and the access routes to 
and project site boundaries within which the project activities must be accomplished. 

2.  Water pollution and erosion control plans shall be developed and implemented in 
accordance with Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) requirements. 

3. The footprint of disturbance shall be minimized to the maximum extent feasible. 
Access to sites shall be via pre-existing access routes to the greatest extent possible. 

4. The upstream and downstream limits of projects disturbance plus lateral limits of 
disturbance on either side of the stream shall be clearly defined and marked in the 
field and reviewed by the Biologist prior to initiation of work. 

5. Projects should be designed to avoid the placement of equipment and personnel 
within the stream channel or on sand and gravel bars, banks, and adjacent upland 
habitats used by target species of concern. 

6. Projects that cannot be conducted without placing equipment or personnel in 
sensitive habitats should be timed to avoid the breeding season of riparian identified 
in MSHCP Global Species Objective No. 7. 

7. When stream flows must be diverted, the diversions shall be conducted using 
sandbags or other methods requiring minimal instream impacts. Silt fencing of other 
sediment trapping materials shall be installed at the downstream end of construction 
activity to minimize the transport of sediments off-site. Settling ponds where sediment 
is collected shall be cleaned out in a manner that prevents the sediment from 
reentering the stream. Care shall be exercised when removing silt fences, as 
feasible, to prevent debris or sediment from returning to the stream. 

8. Equipment storage, fueling, and staging areas shall be located on upland sites with 
minimal risks of direct drainage into riparian areas or other sensitive habitats. These 
designated areas shall be located in such a manner as to prevent any runoff from 
entering sensitive habitat. Necessary precautions shall be taken to prevent the 
release of cement or other toxic substances into surface waters. Project-related spills 
of hazardous materials shall be reported to appropriate entities, including but not 
limited to, the applicable jurisdictional city, United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and RWQCB and shall 
be cleaned up immediately and contaminated soils removed to approved disposal 
areas. 
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9. Erodible fill material shall not be deposited into water courses. Brush, loose soils, or 
other similar debris material shall not be stockpiled within the stream channel or on 
its banks. 

10. The qualified project Biologist shall monitor construction activities for the duration of 
the project to ensure that practicable measures are being employed to avoid 
incidental disturbance of habitat and species of concern outside the project footprint. 

11. The removal of native vegetation shall be avoided and minimized to the maximum 
extent practicable. Temporary impacts shall be returned to pre-existing contours and 
revegetated with appropriate native species. 

12. Exotic species that prey upon or displace target species of concern should be 
permanently removed from the site to the extent feasible. 

13. To avoid attracting predators of the species of concern, the project site shall be kept 
as clean of debris as possible. All food related trash items shall be enclosed in sealed 
containers and regularly removed from the site(s). 

14. Construction employees shall strictly limit their activities, vehicles, equipment, and 
construction materials to the proposed project footprint and designated staging areas 
and routes of travel. The construction area(s) shall be the minimal area necessary to 
complete the project and shall be specified in the construction plans. Construction 
limits will be fenced with orange snow screen. Exclusion fencing should be 
maintained until the completion of all construction activities. Employees shall be 
instructed that their activities are restricted to the construction areas. 

15. The Permittee shall have the right to access and inspect any sites of approved 
projects including any restoration/enhancement area for compliance with project 
approval conditions including these BMPs. 

 
IM BIO-7 Reporting 

The Qualified Biologist shall provide weekly email updates to the District during the fuel 
reduction activities that summarize the implementation of Implementation Measures. The 
Qualified Biologist will also provide a final report to the District that summarizes the 
effectiveness of the Implementation Measures. If special-status species are found on the 
project site during the construction phase, the Qualified Biologist(s) shall submit a 
species occurrence observation to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

As discussed above, the proposed project would result in limited emissions. In addition, the proposed 
project would not result in a significant increase in Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) that could contribute to 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Activities associated with the proposed fuel reduction activities include 
vegetation thinning, brush clearance, and removal of dead or hazardous plant material that are limited in 
scope, duration, and intensity. These operations typically involve minimal use of equipment and do not 
generate substantial vehicle trips or energy consumption. Because the fuel reduction does not include 
new development, permanent infrastructure, or long-term operational sources of emissions, its 
contribution to GHG levels would be minor. Therefore, the proposed project would be in compliance with 
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State and local plans, policies, and regulations adopted for the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, including those stipulated within the County’s 2019 Climate Action Plan (CAP).14 

Noise 

Potential noise impacts would be generally short-term in generation and would occur intermittently 
throughout execution of the proposed fuel reduction activities. Potential noise impacts generated from fuel 
reduction activities would include noise generated from the limited number of equipment involved in 
preparing the site, trimming, and/or tree removal. Chapter 9.52 of the County Municipal Code, Noise 
Regulation, stipulates noise level standards within the County by Land Use Designation and by 
timeframe, including daylight (7:00 a.m.–10:00 p.m.) and evening (10:00 p.m.–7:00 a.m.) hours. 
Maximum noise levels are measured 45 decibels (dB) during both daylight and evening hours for areas 
designated Open Space/Conservation Habitat (O/CH), such as the IDY site, and a maximum of 55dB and 
45 dB during daylight and evening hours respectively for areas designated Rural Community/Estate 
Density Residential (RC/EDR), including the Valley Hi site. As previously mentioned, fuel reduction 
treatment would be restricted to designated areas. Furthermore, the project would avoid the use of heavy 
equipment, opting for hand tools and light equipment/machinery such as skid steers and excavators. 
Given that the proposed project would occur at specific points within each project site, the project is 
unlikely to result in long-term exceedances of County noise standards that would result in significant 
impacts. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Transportation 

The proposed project would not include new housing, new employment opportunities, or commercial or 
entertainment services. As such, it would not result in increased traffic. Although the proposed project 
may result in an increased number of trips, as previously mentioned, these increases would be short-
term, restricted to the duration of the proposed project and would include service vehicles conducting fuel 
treatment activities. The proposed project would be restricted to limited and targeted fuel reduction 
activities within designated areas of the project site; therefore, the proposed project would be conducted 
outside of the vicinity of adjacent roadways and would not result in roadway hazards or introduce 
geometric design features or impact emergency access and would not conflict with any program plan, 
ordinance, or policy of the circulation system. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Wildfire 

The IDY project site is located within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) located in an SRA.15 
The Valley Hi project site is located within both a Moderate FHSZ and a Very High FHSZ in an SRA.16 
Both sites are surrounded by areas of either similar or higher FHSZ. The proposed project involves fuel 
reduction activities that would reduce fire risk. As such, the proposed project would not result in any 
development or improvements that would increase the long-term risk of wildland fires and exposure of 
people or structures to wildland fires. There are no unique circumstances associated with the proposed 

 
14 County of Riverside. 2019. Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update. November. 
15 California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). Fire Hazard Severy Zone Viewer (Web Viewer). Website: 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/03beab8511814e79a0e4eabf0d3e7247. Accessed July 8, 2025. 
16 Ibid. 
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project that would result in more significant impacts than other similar projects in the area. Therefore, 
impacts would be less than significant. 

d) Scenic Highways 

Valley Hi project site. The portion of the SR-243 adjacent to the Valley Hi project site is also designated 
as a State Scenic Highway.17 The Valley Hi project site is located directly east of this section of the SR-
243, along the project site’s western boundary. At Valley Hi, the proposed project activities would be 
limited to an area in the eastern portion of the project along Twin Pines Road. Because of distance and 
intervening vegetation, this area is not visible from SR-243. As such, the proposed project at the Valley Hi 
project site would not result in damage to scenic resources within a highway officially designated as a 
State Scenic Highway. 

IDY project site. SR-243 in the vicinity of the project site is an Officially Designated State Scenic 
Highway.18 This includes the portion of SR-243 adjacent to the project site’s northern boundary, and a 
portion that is approximately 750 feet (0.14 mile) southeast of the southeastern corner of the project site. 
While the project site, and specifically the work area at the northern portion of the project site, are visible 
from SR-243, the proposed activities would be limited and targeted and would not alter the visual 
character of the park. Because of distance and intervening vegetation, the southeastern portion of the 
project site, including the work areas in this part of the project site, are not visible from SR-243. Other 
portions of the Designated Scenic Highway SR-243 are farther from the project site where the project site 
is not visible from this State Route. At this location, the proposed project would incorporate fuel reduction 
measures including removal of dead and/or hazardous trees, removal of non-native and invasive 
vegetation; the thinning of native shrubs in the understory; and the removal of branches up to 8 feet within 
trees within the existing woodland. The proposed project would target invasive plants and hazardous 
trees and vegetation to achieve the goal of reducing fire hazards, while preserving a diverse age class of 
trees, maintaining a healthy native plant understory, controlling spread of invasive plants, conserving 
important wildlife habitats, and maintaining healthy, mature trees, thus making the proposed project 
consistent with existing conservation uses. As such, the proposed project would not damage the visual 
character of the project site or views of it from a scenic highway. Additionally, it would also improve the 
visual character of the site by enhancing the overall health of the forest. As such, the proposed project at 
the IDY project site would not result in damage to scenic resources within a highway officially designated 
as a State Scenic Highway. 

 
17  California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 2018. California State Scenic Highway System Map (Web Viewer). 

Website: https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa. 
Accessed June 16, 2025. 

18  California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 2018. California State Scenic Highway System Map (Web Viewer). 
Website: https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa. 
Accessed June 16, 2025. 
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e) Hazardous Waste Sites 

Valley Hi project site. According to the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 
Envirostor, the Valley Hi site does not contain any hazardous materials sites, and there are no hazardous 
materials sites located within the vicinity of the project site.19 

According to the California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) GeoTracker 
database, the Valley Hi project site does not contain any Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) 
Cleanup sites.20 The nearest LUST Cleanup site, Twin Pines Ranch (T0606500736), is located 
approximately 2.35 miles southeast of the Valley Hi site and sits at approximately 466 feet lower in 
elevation. The Twin Pines Ranch site is currently open and targeted for cleaning up motor vehicle fuel 
present at four underground storage tank (UST) locations throughout the site.21 Given the distance of the 
Twin Pines Ranch site from Valley Hi site and the fact that it is located at lower elevation from the project 
site, it is unlikely that the Valley Hi site would be exposed to any potential hazardous waste contamination 
from nearby hazardous waste sites. As such, the exception under CEQA Guidelines 15300.2(e) does not 
apply to the Valley Hi site.  

IDY project site. According to the DTSC Envirostor database, the IDY site does not contain any 
hazardous materials sites and there are no hazardous materials sites located within the vicinity of the 
project site.22  

The State Water Board’s GeoTracker website does not list any LUST Cleanup sites at the IDY project 
site.23 The nearest LUST Cleanup sites to IDY are Village Food and Fuel (T0606500511) and Idyllwild 
Chevron (T0606500352), located 0.27 and 0.29 mile east of the project site, respectively. Cleanup of 
Village Food and Fuel is complete, and the case was closed on December 5, 2014.24 Cleanup of Idyllwild 
Chevron is also complete, and the case was closed on February 1,2002.25 The State Water Board’s 
GeoTracker website lists the statuses of both sites as closed cases. As such, the exception under CEQA 
Guidelines 15300.2(e) does not apply to the IDY project site. 

 
19  California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). 2025. EnviroStor. Website: 

https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/. Accessed June 6, 2025. 
20  California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board). 2025. GeoTracker. Website: 

https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/. Accessed June 6, 2025.  
21  California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board). 2025. GeoTracker Twin Pines Ranch (T0606500736). 

Website: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=T0606500736. Accessed June 6, 2025. 
22  California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). 2025. EnviroStor. Website: 

https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/. Accessed June 6, 2025.  
23  California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board). 2025. GeoTracker. Website: 

https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/. Accessed June 6, 2025.  
24  California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board). 2025. GeoTracker Village Food and Fuel # 

(T0606500511). Website: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=T0606500511. Accessed June 
6, 2025. 

25  California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board). 2025. GeoTracker Idyllwild Chevron (T10000001758). 
Website: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=T0606500352. Accessed June 6, 2025.  
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	Notice of Exemption CAL FIRE Grant 5GG21153_

	From Public Agency: 
	FromAddress1: Riverside County Regional Park & Open-Space District
	FromAddress2: 4600 Crestmore Rd, Jurupa Valley, CA 92509
	County of 1: Riverside
	County of 2: 
	County of 3: 
	Project Title: RivCoParks Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project 
	Project Applicant: Riverside County Regional Park and Open-Space District
	Project Location: Hidden Valley Wildlife Area, Multi-Species Reserve, Norton Younglove Reserve, Box Springs Mountain Reserve, Idyllwild Regional Park, and Valley High Oak Reserve
	Project Location  City: Multiple
	Project Location  County: Riverside
	Description of Nature: The proposed Project consists of two major fuels reductions components: (1) weed abatement for fuels reduction, and (2) tree canopy fuels reduction. Work will be performed on approximately 938.73 acres across six RivCoParks sites across Riverside County. RivCoParks staff will complete approximately 878.4 acres of weed abatement fuels reduction at Hidden Valley Wildlife Area, Multi-Species Reserve, Norton Younglove Reserve, and Box Springs Mountain Reserve, and 60.33 acres of tree canopy fuels reduction will be performed at Idyllwild and Valley High Oak Reserve.See attached Notice of Exemption Memorandum for tree canopy work and Negative Declaration for weed abatement work. 
	Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Riverside County Board of Directors
	Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Riverside County Regional Park and Open-Space District
	Ministerial Sec 21080b1 15268: 
	Declared Emergency Sec 21080b3 15269a: 
	Emergency Project Sec 21080b4 15269bc: 
	Categorical Exemption State type and section number: x
	Categorical Exemption Type and Section Number: 15304 (Class 4) 
	Statutory Exemptions State code number: 
	Statuatory Exemptions: Code: 
	ReasonExempt: The two tree canopy fuel reduction project sites, Valley Hi and Idyllwild, are not located in a sensitive environment, would not contribute to cumulative impacts, and present no unusual circumstances that could result in significant environmental effects. They do not affect scenic resources along designated scenic highways, are not situated on a hazardous waste site, and will not cause substantial adverse changes to any historical resources. See attached memo for additional information. Hidden Valley Wildlife Area, Multi-Species Reserve, Norton Younglove Reserve, and Box Springs Mountain Reserve are weed abatement project sites that were previously studied under county wide negative declaration Environmental Assessment Number CEQ180124. Section 15061(b)(3) can also apply to this project as it will not have a negative effect on the environment. 
	Contact Person: Gaby Adame-Algrim
	Area CodeTelephoneExtension: 951-955-1395
	YesNOWfiled: Off
	NOWfiledno: Off
	Date_2: 
	Date: 9/4/2025
	Title: Bureau Chief
	Signed by Lead Agency: Off
	Signed by Applicant: Off
	Date Received for filing at OPR: 


