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ATTACHMENT A: PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
VCTC proposes to update the Santa Paula Branch Line (SPBL) Trail Master Plan, originally 
adopted in 2000 (“proposed project” or “Master Plan Update”). The proposed project would        
establish an overall vision for a trail along approximately 27 miles (SPBL Trail) of the 32-mile-
long SPBL railroad ROW. The Master Plan Update would provide a framework for all aspects of 
the future buildout of the SPBL Trail, including the overall goals of the SPBL Trail, planning     
objectives, trail design criteria and characteristics, trail alignments, measures to address        
potential concerns and land use conflicts, a preliminary cost analysis, and an implementation 
strategy for funding, management, and operation. The SPBL Trail would connect the cities and 
communities of Ventura, Saticoy, Santa Paula, Fillmore, and Piru with an active transportation 
asset that offers residents and visitors alternative commuting and recreational options within 
Ventura County. 

Since 1995, VCTC has owned and maintained the SPBL railroad ROW with support from its rail 
operator, which is currently Sierra Northern Railway. The SPBL railroad ROW is typically 100 
feet wide in most sections, with some limited sections ranging between 30 feet wide and 200 
feet wide. At its western terminus, the SPBL Trail would begin at Alelia Avenue near the Saticoy 
Rail Depot in the community of Saticoy. The SPBL Trail would generally run along or adjacent to 
the SPBL railroad ROW and local streets and roads for approximately 27 miles until reaching 
the eastern terminus near the Rancho Camulos Museum in an unincorporated area of Ventura 
County. While the general alignment of the SPBL Trail follows the SPBL railroad ROW, several 
alternatives will also be evaluated in the Master Plan Update and EIR. 

The Master Plan Update would plan for the construction of a new multi-use transportation asset 
and improvement of existing multi-use transportation assets in the SPBL railroad ROW. The 
SPBL Trail would provide bicycle, pedestrian, wheelchair, and other non-motorized 
transportation travel on a dedicated ROW, with the intent that rail operations would remain 
active during its use. The SPBL Trail may be separated from adjacent roadways, vary in width, 
and be paved or constructed from other trail surfaces. It may also include features such as 
fencing, lighting, landscaping, and signage. The implementation of the SPBL Trail may require 
activities such as clearing, grading, trail surface improvements, and adding fencing and signage. 
Although it will be addressed in the Master Plan Update, project phasing has not been firmly 
established. 




