CEQA EXEMPTION / NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
DETERMINATION FORM (rev. 06/2022)

Project Information

Project Name (if applicable): Marin SR1 Retaining Wall and Curve Correction
DIST-CO-RTE: 04-MRN-1 PM/PM: 5.1/5.3
EA: 3AA50 Federal-Aid Project Number: 0420000064

Project Description

The Project proposes to include the construction of a new 330-foot-long soldier pile downhill
retaining wall alongside the southbound roadway, replacement of two existing culverts, addition
of a new drainage inlet, replacement of existing Metal Beam Guard Rail (MBGR) with Midwest
Guardrail System (MGS), new fill and pavement for a curve correction, and pavement repair
between PM 5.1 and PM 5.3 on State Route 1 in Marin County. Construction of the new soldier
pile wall would include steel I-beams placed into vertically drilled, 24-inch-diameter by about 20-
foot-deep, cast-in-drilled holes (CIDH) backfilled with concrete. Treated timber lagging (6 inch by
12 inch) or concrete lagging would be placed horizontally between the vertical piles. Excavation
for the new retaining wall would result in the removal of three or four trees and understory
vegetation. There would be a staging area at a turnout near PM 4.9. Construction would occur
primarily from the roadway (top-down construction). The southbound lane would be closed, and
one-way traffic control would be used for the duration of the project. All work is within the existing
Caltrans right of way (ROW); one temporary construction easement may be needed for
construction access.

The new retaining wall is needed to stabilize the embankment and maintain highway function and
safety. The purpose of the curve correction is to facilitate safe passage of emergency response
traffic.

Biological, water quality, hydrology, visual, greenhouse gas, and cultural reports have been
completed for the project. Additional input regarding air quality, noise, and hazardous waste was
received via email.

Caltrans CEQA Determination (Check one)

[0 Not Applicable — Caltrans is not the CEQA Lead Agency
[0 Not Applicable — Caltrans has prepared an IS or EIR under CEQA

Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, the project is:

OO0 Exempt by Statute. (PRC 21080[b]; 14 CCR 15260 et seq.)

Categorically Exempt. Class 1/Class 2. (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15300 et seq.)

No exceptions apply that would bar the use of a categorical exemption (PRC
21084 and 14 CCR 15300.2). See the SER Chapter 34 for exceptions.

[0 Covered by the Common Sense Exemption. This project does not fall within an
exempt class, but it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the
activity may have a significant effect on the environment (14 CCR 15061[b][3].)

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief

Brooklyn Klepl Zwaé%;zz ﬁ% of 12/7/2023
Print Name Signature Date
Project Manager

Daniel Cuellar Dancel (calan 12-7-2023
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Print Name Signature Date

Caltrans NEPA Determination (Check one)
1 Not Applicable

Caltrans has determined that this project has no significant impacts on the environment
as defined by NEPA, and that there are no unusual circumstances as described in 23
CFR 771.117(b). See SER Chapter 30 for unusual circumstances. As such, the project
is categorically excluded from the requirements to prepare an EA or EIS under NEPA
and is included under the following:

23 USC 326: Caltrans has been assigned, and hereby certifies that it has carried out
the responsibility to make this determination pursuant to 23 USC 326 and the
Memorandum of Understanding dated April 18, 2022, executed between FHWA and
Caltrans. Caltrans has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under:
23 CFR 771.117(c): activity (c)(26)
O 23 CFR 771.117(d): activity (d)
L1 Activity Enter activity number listed in Appendix A of the MOU between
FHWA and Caltrans
[0 23 USC 327: Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information,
Caltrans has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under 23 USC 327.
The environmental review, consultation, and any other actions required by applicable
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by
Caltrans pursuant to 23 USC 327 and the Memorandum of Understanding dated
May 27, 2022, and executed by FHWA and Caltrans.

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief

Brooklyn Klepl Brooklyn Alool 12/7/2023
/4

Print Name Signature J Date

Project Manager/ DLA Engineer
Daniel Cuellar Dancel Cralen 12-7-2023

Print Name Signature Date

Date of Categorical Exclusion Checklist completion (if applicable): 11/07/2023
Date of Environmental Commitment Record or equivalent: 11/07/2023
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Continuation sheet:

The following standard measures and Avoidance and Minimization Measures have been

included as part of the project:

Biological Resources:

=  Vegetation Removal: Whenever possible, vegetation removal will be scheduled between
September 30 and February 1 to avoid impacts to nesting birds during the nesting season.

= Nesting Bird Surveys: If Project activities occur from February 1 to September 30, then a pre-
construction survey(s) will be conducted for nesting birds will occur.

= CRLF Preconstruction Surveys. Pre-construction surveys for CRLF will be conducted by the
Project biologist within 14 calendar days of the initiation of Project activities in suitable upland
habitat within the Project limits and accessible adjacent areas (within at least 50 feet of Project
limits) and cover sites within the Project limits prior to ground-disturbing activities, vegetation
removal, and ESA fencing installation.

= CRLF Monitoring Protocols. During construction in and near potential CRLF habitat, protocols
for construction monitoring will be observed. The Project biologist will clear the Project
footprint of CRLF within 24 hours prior to initial ground-disturbing activities. The Project
biologist will monitor the removal of the top 12 inches of topsoil in suitable refugia habitats and
monitor these areas for up to 15 minutes for CRLF. If ground-disturbing activities occur
between November 1 and May 31, then the Project biologist will conduct daily monitoring for
CRLF. Following a rain event, Project biologist will inspect for CRLF prior to resuming
construction activities.

= CRLF Presence: If CRLF is discovered during project activities, halt work within 50 feet until
the animal leaves the construction zone of its own volition or the Project biologist captures
and releases it to appropriate habitat outside of the construction zone or it is determined that
the animal is not being harassed by construction activities.

= Biological Preconstruction and Monitoring: The Project biologist will conduct pre-construction
surveys for federally and state-listed species, and the biologist will be present during
construction activities including vegetation clearing and grubbing, as required by the resource
agencies.

= Mark Environmentally Sensitive Areas: Environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs) will be clearly
delineated using high visibility orange fencing, flagging, or similar markings to delineate
sensitive habitats.

=  Water Quality Best Management Practices.

= Construction Site Management Practices

= Equipment Storage: Elevate or cover ends of materials stored onsite that could provide shelter
for CRLF (e.g., pipes, conduits).

= |nvasive Weed Control: If noxious weeds are disturbed or removed during construction-related
activities, the contractor will be required to contain the plant material associated with these
noxious weeds and dispose of them in a manner that will not promote the spread of the
species.

=  Worker Environmental Awareness Training: Prior to the start of construction, a biologist will
provide a training session for all work personnel to identify any sensitive species that may be
in the area, their basic habits, how they may be encountered in their work area, and
procedures to follow when they are encountered.
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= Timing of Construction. Construction will occur during the dry season (June 1 to October 31).
No construction activities will occur during rain events or within 24 hours following a rain event.

= Proper Use of Erosion Control Devices. Prohibit use of plastic monofilament netting (i.e.,
erosion control matting). Acceptable substitutes would include coconut coir matting or
tackified hydroseeding compounds.

Water Quality

= Standard Specifications 13-2 “Water Pollution Control Program (WPCP).”

= Implement Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMP’s), including but not limited
to: soil stabilization, sediment control, wind erosion control, tracking control, concrete waste
management, non stormwater management, and waste management/materials pollution
control.

= Construct bioretention device(s) to treat 200sqft of net impervious surface (NIS)

Hazardous Waste

» Standard special provisions will be implemented to address hazardous waste issues related
to any aerially deposited lead, grinding and removal of thermoplastic stripe, and traffic stripe
and pavement markings containing lead removal.

Visual Resources

= Protect Existing Vegetation: To the maximum extent possible, trees and vegetation will be
protected from the contractor's operations, equipment, and materials storage. Where pruning
of trees is required to accommodate construction operations, pruning must be under the
supervision of a certified arborist. Preserving existing vegetation will lessen the visual impact
to travelers on the roadway, as well as the visual impact to neighboring viewers.

= Revegetation: After construction, areas cleared for contractor access and construction
operations will be treated with appropriate erosion control measures where required. Much of
the revegetation will occur below the wall on the downslope side of the roadway. Revegetation
will lessen the visual impact of the wall from travelers on the roadway as well as neighboring
viewers, including from GGNRA lands.

= Temporary Screening: During construction operations unsightly materials and equipment in
staging areas will be placed where they are less visible and/or covered where possible. This
will lessen the visual impact to travelers on the roadway during construction.

»= Burying Walls: To the maximum extent feasible, the retaining wall will be buried rather than
exposed and will require only relatively minor excavation. This measure will occur below the
wall on the downslope side of the roadway. Burying the wall will lessen the visual impact of
the wall on roadway travelers as well as the neighboring viewers. If complete burying of the
wall is not practicable, the extent of exposed wall (length and height) will be recorded as part
of the as-built plans and reported to Caltrans Environmental Division for a potential future
visual mitigation project. .

= In the event that shotcrete walls below the roadway are constructed, they will have a texture
that simulates timber lagging and will be stained brown.

= Aesthetic Treatments: The following treatments for the elements listed below will blend them
in with the surrounding landscape and will lessen the visual impact to travelers and
neighboring viewers. These treatments comply with the Marin State Route 1 Repair
Guidelines, dated July 2015 (hereafter "Guidelines").

o Posts for the MGS will be wood, and a matte treatment will be applied to the MGS to
reduce glare.
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o Atculverts, where black polymeric coating is visible, provide a larger diameter Corrugated
Steel Pipe (CSP) sleeve with a brown stain over any exposed polymeric pipe.
o The exposed portion of the existing CSP down drain at PM 5.25 will be stained brown to
bring it into compliance with the Guidelines.
o The concrete lagging at the retaining wall will be stained brown per the Guidelines.
o The steel soldier pile beams at the retaining wall will be painted brown per the Guidelines.
o New concrete drainage structures, and Sacked Concrete Slope Protection, will be stained
brown to blend them in with the surrounding landscape.
Air Quality/GHG
» Implement Standard Specifications and BMPs, including but not limited to: Regular vehicle
and equipment maintenance, Limit idling of vehicles and equipment onsite, If practicable,
recycle nonhazardous waste and excess material, and Use solar-powered signal boards, if
feasible.
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