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To: 

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 

CEQA Submit 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 

Project Title: Flores Ranch Gravel Extraction and Vegetation Maintenance (Notification 

of Lake or Streambed Alteration, No. EPIMS-TEH-60403-R1) 

Project Location (Tehama): The project is located at Flores Ranch on Oat Creek and 

Willow Creek tributary to the Sacramento River, in the County of Tehama, State of 

California; Latitude 40.08220, Longitude - 122.20863; Assessor Parcel Number 037-090-

015-000. 

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Lake 

and Streambed Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification No. EPIMS-TEH-60403-R1, 

pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code to Farmland Reserve, Inc. 

The project is limited to the annual extraction of up to 500 cumulative cubic yards of 

overburden gravel material from dry gravel bars above the low flow channel and annual 

treatment of 500 cumulative linear feet of vegetation within the bed, bank, and channel. 

Project-related activities will occur along Oat and Willow Creek where it bisects the 

subject parcels. Overburden gravel will be extracted by skimming off the top of gravel 

bars with heavy equipment such as a loader. Proposed activities would involve pruning 

and removal and/or relocation of vegetation, removal of up to 500 linear feet of 

vegetation and 500 cubic yards of overburden gravel each year, and pushing 

overburden gravel to reestablish the thalweg of the creek. An annual workplan will be 

submitted detailing points of ingress and egress to access the project locations, 

identification of specific areas where project activities will occur, types of activities to 

occur, and photos of the project areas. Should riparian vegetation need to be removed 

for ingress/egress purposes, the root mass will not be removed and will be left intact to 

help with bank stabilization. Tree trimming activities will include pruning limbs under 6 

feet in height. When feasible, the vegetation that is removed in-channel may be 

transplanted and used along the banks to provide habitat and additional bank stability. 

Herbicides may be used when they are the best tool to manage vegetation. Overburden 

gravel and vegetation removed from the channel will be stockpiled inland from the edge 

of the banks and used/disposed of per local and state laws and ordinances. The project 

also includes the maintenance of an existing seasonal ford crossing on Willow Creek. 
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Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND 

WILDLIFE  

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  

Todd Turley 

Farmland Reserve, Inc. 

Land Manager 

(661) 391-9000 

tturley@svfnuts.com 

15443 Beech Ave 

Wasco, CA. 93280 

Exempt Status: 

 Statutory Exemption 

 Categorical Exemption. Type – Class 4; California Code of Regulations, 

title 14, section 15304 

Reasons why project is exempt: Minor alterations in the condition of land, water, 

and/or vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, scenic trees. Gravel removal 

is limited to the low flow season and no in-water work is allowed. 

CDFW Contact Person: Dyana Judnick, Environmental Scientist (530) 225-2367; 

R1LSARedding@wildlife.ca.gov 

 

Signature:         Date:     

Adam McKannay, Inland Habitat Conservation Program Manager 

 

 

Date received for filing at LCI:      
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