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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

October 9. 2025

Project Name: Authorization to Acquire Property in the Unincorporated Area of French Valley, County of Riverside,
California, on Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 476-090-012

Project Number: FM0412700061

Project Location: Along Washington Street and Sally Street, unincorporated area of French Valley, Riverside
County, California, on APN 476-090-012

Description of Project: On October 7, 2025, the Board of Supervisors approved the adoption of Resolution No. 2025-
273, Notice of Intention to Purchase Real Property in the Unincorporated Area of French Valley, County of Riverside, State
of California, Assessor’s Parcel Number 476-090-012 (Property).

Pursuant to County of Riverside Ordinance No. 598 and California Government Code Section 25350, the County published
a notice of intention to purchase interests in real property, or any interest therein, which contained the description of the
property proposed to be purchased, the price, the seller, and a statement of the time at which the Board would meet to
consummate the purchase in accordance with California Government Code Section 6063.

This item seeks the Board’s authorization to purchase the property, along with the approval of the attached Purchase and
Sale Agreement in the amount of One-Million, Six-Hundred and Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($1,675,000). The
Property consists of a single-family residence of 2,520 square feet with an attached 2-car garage on 3.75 acres. The County
is acquiring the Property for the purpose of the future construction of a fire station for this growing region of the County.

The acquisition of this property is contiguous to APN 476-090-013, a 2.71-acre property the County recently acquired on
August 8, 2025. The Notice of Authorization was approved by the Board of Supervisors on May 6, 2025, under Minute
Order 3.14. Together, these contiguous parcels will provide the County with ample property for the future construction of
a new French Valley Fire Station. The acquisition of the Property is identified as the proposed project under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The project is limited to purchase of property and does not allow for any construction
activity, change in use, or any other condition that may lead to a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical impacts
to the environment.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Riverside County
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Riverside County Facilities Management

Exempt Status: State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b) (3), General Rule or “Common Sense” Exemption. Codified
under California Code of Regulations Title 14, Articles 5 and 19 Section 15061.
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Reasons Why Project is Exempt: The proposed project is categorically exempt from the provisions of CEQA
specifically by the State CEQA Guidelines as identified below. The project will not result in any specific or general
exceptions to the use of the categorical exemption as detailed under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2. The project
will not cause an impact to an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern nor would the project involve unusual
circumstances that could potentially have a significant effect on the environment. The project would not result in impacts
to scenic highways, hazardous waste sites, historic resources, or other sensitive natural environments, or have a cumulative
effect to the environment. No significant environmental impacts are anticipated to occur with acquisition of the Property.

e Section 15061 (b) (3) — “Common Sense” Exemption: In accordance with CEQA, the use of the Common Sense
Exemption is based on the “general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a
significant effect on the environment.” State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15061(b) (3). The use of this exemption is
appropriate if “it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a
significant effect on the environment.” /bid. This determination is an issue of fact and if sufficient evidence exists
in the record that the activity cannot have a significant effect on the environment, then the exemption applies and
no further evaluation under CEQA is required. See No Oil, Inc. v. City of Los Angeles (1974) 13 Cal. 3d 68. The
ruling in this case stated that if a project falls within a category exempt by administrative regulation or 'it can be
seen with certainty that the activity in question will not have a significant effect on the environment', no further
agency evaluation is required. With certainty, there is no possibility that the project may have a significant effect
on the environment. The acquisition of the Property for County Fire is an administrative function and would not
result in direct effects. Indirect effects of the transfer would provide the County ownership of the property with a
future plan to build a Fire Station. The project is limited to purchase of property and does not allow for any
construction activity, change in use, or any other condition that may lead to a direct or reasonably foreseeable
indirect physical impacts to the environment.

In addressing indirect effects of the acquisition, CEQA Guidelines 15004(b) identifies the necessity of balance in
determining the timing of CEQA compliance, citing the need to enable environmental considerations to have
influence on programming and design, while at the same time having enough detailed information for meaningful
environmental assessment. The potential indirect effects from the acquisition would occur through series of
discretionary actions that define a broader project, e.g., the construction and operation of a new fire station. The
acquisition is not deemed to be an approval pursuant to CEQA for any specific development and does not commit
the County, to a definite course of action regarding a project that may lead to an adverse effect on the environment
or limit any choice of alternatives or mitigation measures prior to CEQA compliance. When considering future
indirect effects from the construction and operation of a new fire station, at this point in the process, the design of
the project is not substantive enough to provide a meaningful analysis of environmental effects. Future development
of the site by the County as lead agency ensures the appropriate mechanism to provide the opportunity for
environmental considerations to influence design and the characterization of effects associated with the
development of the fire station as more foreseeable details become known through the conceptual design process.
Therefore, the project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), General Rule or
Common-Sense Exemption. Therefore, in no way, would the project as proposed have the potential to cause a
significant environmental impact and the project is exempt from further CEQA analysis.

Therefore, the County of Riverside hereby concludes that no physical environmental impacts are anticipated to occur and the
project as proposed is exempt under CEQA. No further environmental analysis is warranted.

/ﬂ/// Date: 10-9-2025

Mike Sullivan,
County of Riverside

Signed:






