
Notice of Exemption                                                                                     Form D 

To:   Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 212 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
5550 Skylane Boulevard 
Santa Rosa CA,  95403 
Phone 707-576-2220 
Fax 707-523-0135 
Email:  NorthCoast@waterboards.ca.gov 

 

Project Title: Mattole Watershed Stream Improvement Project 
Project Location - Specific: 40.00872° N, 123.92462° W 

Project Location – City:  Petrolia  Project Location - County:  Humboldt 
 
Description of Project: The goals of phase one of this project are to 1) realign 160 feet of current channel 
to occupy 300 feet of historic meander and install four rock weirs in the new channel for grade control, 2) 
use floodplain alluvium from channel excavation to seal log weirs in previous channel, 3) install woody 
debris habitat features in 1,300 feet of Bureau of Land Management project reach to create essential 
aquatic habitat, and 4) maintain existing weirs in the project reach to achieve desired functionality. For 
future phases, restoration needs and proposed treatments will be identified and developed as part of a 
five-year restoration plan funded by the BLM. Future phases will seek approval from the Water Board 
through annual work plans submitted by the BLM and Mattole Salmon Group as they are identified. The 
majority of project treatments will propose installation of woody habitat structures to encourage 
backwatering, promote deposition and enhance natural wood and sediment accumulation. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
 
Exempt Status: (check one)  

 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1): (5268):  
 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)):  
 Emergency Project (Sec. 21 080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));  
 Categorical Exemption; Section 15333 - Small Habitat Restoration Projects 
 Statutory Exemptions; State code number:  

 
Reasons why project is exempt: This Project will restore instream and floodplain habitat to the benefit of 
coho salmon in Baker Creek and does not exceed five acres in total project size. 

Lead Agency Contact:  Jake Shannon Area Code/Telephone/Extension:  707-576-2673 

If filed by applicant:  
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?   Yes  No 

 

 

Signature:  _____________________ 

 

Date: November 3, 2025                                        

 

Title:   Sr. Environmental Scientist (Specialist)   

 Signed by Lead Agency                 Date received for filing at OPR:  _________________                                                                                            
 Signed by Applicant  

 
 

 

mailto:NorthCoast@waterboards.ca.gov

