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iv-3) Would the project substantially alter the existing drainuge pottern of the site or area, including through
the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces in a manner
which would.:

iv-3a) Result in a substantial erosion or siltation on- or cffsite?

The Project would not alter the course of a stream or river because such features are not present on the
Project site. There are no rivers or streams in the vicinity of the Project site. Implementation of BMPs
during construction as required by the SWPPP and as described in Section iv-1 above would ensure that
Project construction does not result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site. After development
of the proposed improvements, ground surfaces would be improved with a building structure, synthetic
turf fields, and a paved parking lot. No exposed soil would be left to erode on the Project site. Therefore,
impacts would be less than significant.

v-3b) Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in 2 manner which would resultin flooding
on- or off-site?

A large portion of the Project site is currently exposed soil and disturbed/ruderal vegetation, with a small
concrete pad and wall in the center. The SLC is in the southwest portion of the Project site. Project
implementation would increase impermeable surfaces through the construction of the concessions and
storage building, installation of synthetic turf fields, and pavement of the parking lot. The Project would
include design features to limit surface runoff that could result in flooding on- and off-site. Generally, the
Project would drain northeast to southwest into catch basins and perforated storm drainpipes and into a
detention system installed at the southwest portion of the site that would meet Los Angeles County LID
regulations. As discussed in Section iv- above, the Project would include a stormwater detention system
design to minimize runoff and ensure runoff does not exceed existing conditions, i.e., increase with Project
implementation. Impacts would be less than significant.

w-3¢) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater
drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of poliuted runoff?

As discussed above, the Project would include a stormwater detention and irrigation system design to
minimize runoff and ensure runoff does not exceed existing conditions. Thus, the Project would not result
in a substantial additional source of polluted runoff, and impacts would be less than significant.

-2d) Impede or redirect flood flows?
According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Project site is located in Flood Zone
X, which is an area with minimal flood hazard outside of a Special Hazard Flood Area.'® The Project site is
outside of the FEMA-mapped 100-year floodplain, and flood hazards are expected to be minimal.
Development of the Project would not impede or redirect flood flows within a 100-year flood area. No

impact would occur in this regard.

19 Federal Emergency Management Agency, Flood Zones, accessed August 15, 2024,
https://www.fema.gov/glossary/flood-zones.
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iv-4) Would the project in flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones risk release of pollutants due to project
inundation?

Flocd Hazard

Refer to Section iv-3d above. The Project site is located within Zone X, indicating there is a minimal flood
hazard. The Project site is located outside of the FEMA-mapped 100-year floodplain. Therefore, there
would be no impact related to the risk of release of pollutants due to inundation from a flood.

[sunami

A tsunami is a great sea wave, commonly referred to as a tidal wave, produced by a significant undersea
disturbance such as tectonic displacement of a sea floor associated with large, shallow earthquakes.
According to the California Geological Survey’s Tsunami Hazard Area Map, the Project site is located
outside of a tsunami hazard area.' No impact would occur as it relates to the risk of releasing pollutants
due to a tsunami.

Seiche

A seiche is an oscillation of a body of water in an enclosed or semi-enclosed basin, such as a reservaoir,
harbor, lake, or storage tank. The Project site is not in the vicinity of a reservoir, harbor, lake, or storage
tank capable of creating a seiche. Additionally, the Project site is not located within a dam inundation
zone. No impact would occur as it relates to the risk of releasing pollutants due to a seiche.

iv-5)-Would-the -project conflict-with-er-obstruct-implementation-of a water quality control plan -or
sustainable groundwater management plan?

The Californla Department of Water Resources manages aquifers through the execution of the 2014
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, which requires local public agencies and groundwater
sustainabilily agencies in high- and medium-priority basins to develop and implement groundwater
sustainability plans or prepare an alternative to a groundwater sustainability plan. The Project site is
located within the Coastal Plain of Los Angeles — West Coast, which is ranked as a “very low” priority
basin.® Thus, there is no applicable Groundwater Sustainability Plan for to the Project site and the Project
would not conflict with a sustainable groundwater management plan. Nevertheless, as stated in Section
iv-2 above, Project construction and operation would not lower the groundwater table or deplete
groundwater supplies, interfere with groundwater recharge, or adversely impact groundwater quality.
Therefore, the Project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of any groundwater
management plan.

1 california Geological Survey Information Warehouse, Tsunami Hazard Area Map, accessed August 15, 2024,
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/informationwarehouse/ts_evacuation/?extent=-
13249590.3641%2C3986280.7635%2C-
13132183.0887%2C4038410.8168%2C102100&utm_source=cgs+active&utm_content=losangeles.

ke City of Hawthorne, General Plan, Safety Element, 2022,
https://www.cityofhawthorne.org/home/showpublisheddocument/336/638423912604500000.

13 California Department of Water Resources, Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Basin
Prioritization Dashboard, accessed August 15, 2024, https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bp-dashboard/final/#.
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The Project is located within the Los Angeles RWQCB, which manages surface waters and groundwaters
through implementation of its Water Quality Control Plan: Los Angeles Region Basin Plan for the Coastal
Watersheds of Los Angeles and Ventura Counties (Basin Plan). As discussed in Section iv-1 above, Project
construction will implement a SWPPP that will ensure construction activities meet requirements of the
Basin Plan. The Project also includes a stormwater drainage system that will meet Los Angeles County LID
regulations. Accordingly, Project design will also comply with the Basin Plan. Therefore, the Project would
result in less than significant impacts to surface water quality and groundwater quality following
conformance with applicable regulations.

v. Summary
As described above, the Project would not result in significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air quality,
or water quality. The Project meets the requirements of CEQA Guidelines Section 15332(d).

e. Public Utilities and Services

The Project site isin an urban area and adjacent to Aviation Boulevard and 135th Street, which have access
to water, sewer, electric power, natural gas, and telecommunication systems. The Project would connect
to existing infrastructure on the Wiseburn Middle School campus. Project implementation would not
require any new connections to utilities on the adjoining streets and would not require new public utilities.
Project implementation would also not require new public services, such as law enforcement or fire
services. Therefore, the Project meets the requirements of CEQA Guidelines Section 15332(e).

5. Exceptions to Categorical Exemptions
CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2, Exceptions, lists conditions under which categorical exemptions are
inapplicable:

a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be
located—a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a
particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply
in all instances, except where the project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous
or critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by
federal, state, or local agencies.

b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact
of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant.

c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a
reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to
unusual circumstances.

d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in
damage to scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic
highway. This does not apply to improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted
negative declaration or certified EIR.
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e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site
which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a
substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.

The below evaluates the characteristics or circumstances that may invalidate the potential to exempt the
Project from further environmental evaluation.

a. Location

Section 15300.2(a) of the CEQA Guidelines states that Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by
consideration of whether a project is located in a uniquely sensitive environment of hazardous or critical
concern that has been designated, precisely mapped, or officially adopted pursuant to federal, state, or
local laws. According to Berkeley Hills Watershed Coalition v. City of Berkeley, (2019) 31 Cal.App.5th 880,
this exception concerns effects of the project on the environment, not the impact of the existing
surrounding environmental conditions on the project or its future users.

The Project would be exempt under Class 32, and not Classes 3 through 6 or 11. Nevertheless, the Project
site does not contain any unique sensitive environment of hazardous or critical concern. Therefore, CEQA
Guidelines Section 15300.2(a) does not apply to the Project.

b. Cumulative Impact
Exemptions are inapplicable when there is a significant cumulative impact of “successive projects of the
same type in the same place, over time” (§ 15300.2{b]).

Other than the improvements identified in the Project description of this document, there are no other
known successive projects proposed at the Project site. The District is currently pursuing solar
photovoltaic carport projects on multiple campuses, including Wiseburn Middle School and Aviation
Elementary School, which are on the same parcel as and to the east and southeast of the Project site.
Construction of these improvements would occur between September 2024 and December 2024, and be
completed before Project construction starts in March 2025. Therefore, environmental effects related to
these improvements would not combine with those of the Project and create cumulatively considerable
environmental effects.

The District approved a Districtwide Facilities Master Plan that assesses all District facilities and provides
facility improvement recommendations.!* Facility improvements are proposed at Wiseburn Middle
School, the District M&O facility, and Aviation Elementary School. The improvements identified for
Wiseburn Middle School include installing a synthetic turf field at the existing school’s playfields,
extending existing buildings with two new labs and two new classrooms, modernizing the interior of the
existing library, multipurpose building, and music room, and renovating existing courtyard spaces. The
District M&O facility would receive improvements to the existing security, electrical, and storm drain
systems. The improvements at Aviation Elementary include the reconstruction of the existing

1 Wiseburn Unified School District, Facilities Master Plan, 2022, https://www.wiseburn.org/measureee#fmp
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administration building, modernization of most classrooms, conversion of remaining classrooms to
shared/flex rooms, and repairs to the existing ballfield. These improvements, as well as those at other
District facilities. have not been confirmed or scheduled at this time. Regardless, similar to the Project,
they would also be required to implement construction BMPs and comply with state and local regulations
to reduce construction-related environmental effects. Therefore, any potential overlap of the Project’s
construction activities with future projects at Wiseburn Middle School, the District M&O facility, Aviation
Elementary School, and other District facilities would not cause cumulatively considerable environmental
effects. CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(b) does not apply to the Project.

c. Significant Effects

A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable possibility that the
activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. The determination
whether this exception applies involves two distinct questions: (1) whether the project presents unusual
circumstances, and (2) whether there is a reasonable possibility that a significant environmental impact
will result from the unusual circumstances. The lead agency is required to consider the second question
only if it finds that some circumstance of the project is unusual (Berkeley Hillside Preservation v City of
Berkeley (2015) 60 C4th 1086, 1104).

The Project would not present unusual circumstances or special environmental constraints during Project
planning, construction, or operation that may lead to a significant environmental impact. The Project site
was formerly developed with a charter school campus prior to its demolition in 2022. Construction
methods would be typical for public schools in the state. Project implementation would comply with all
applicable California laws and regulations related to public school construction. The Project will comply
with the current California Building Code and the ADA and would be plan-checked by the Division of the
State Architect. As analyzed in Section 4.d, the Project would not result in significant environmental
effects. Nevertheless, the Project would implement construction BMPs, as listed in Section 3.d, to reduce
potential impacts to biological resources, water quality, air quality, and community noise. Therefore, this
exception does not apply to the Project.

d  Scenic Highways

A categorical exemption cannot be used for a project that may damage scenic resources—including but
not limited to trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources—within an officially
designated state scenic highway.

The closest officially designated state scenic highway is a segment of State Route 27, approximately 15
miles to the northwest of the Project site in Los Angeles County.'® Due to the distance, Project
implementation would not have the ability to devalue the highway. This exception does not apply to the
Project.

I» California Department of Transportation, California State Scenic Highway System Map, accessed July 11, 2024,
https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.htmI?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa.

2024 2
AR

Page 23 of 30

13148
MRV
LED

1
[}
Oct 15 2024

Dean C, Logan, Reglsirer—Recorder/Counly Clerk

Eleclronicaily signed by TUDD TRAN



2024 213148 .
g

Aviation Sports Complex Outdoor Recreation Facilities Oct 15 2024

Desn C. Logan, Hnglllrnr—ﬁacorder/[:ounly Clerk

Electronically zignnd by T0DD TRAN

e. IHazardous Waste Sites

Subsection 15300.2 of the CEQA Guidelines states that a categorical exemption shall not be used for a
project on a site that is on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the California Government
Code, which requires the Secretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency to compile lists of
hazardous materials sites and waste facilities, also known as the “Cortese List.” A computer search of the
data resources that provide information regarding facilities or sites identified as meeting the Cortese List
requirements, including from the Department of Toxic Substances Controland SWRCB,* determined that
the Project site is not listed on any of the databases compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5. Project
implementation would not expose hazardous waste to the environment. Therefore, CEQA Guidelines
Section 15300.2(e) does not apply to the Project.

f. Historical Resources

A categorical exemption cannot be used for a project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource, as specified in Public Resources Code Section 21084.1, which defines
a historical resource as one listed in or determined to be eligible for listing in the California Register of
Historical Resources and local register of historical resources.

The Project site is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places, California Historical Resources,
California Historical Landmarks, or California Office of Historic Preservation’s Built Environment Resources
Directory.'” Additionally, the City of Hawthorne does not classify the Project site or Wiseburn Middle
School as a historic structure or landmark.’® Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed
Project.

6. Conclusion

As documented herein, the proposed Project meets the requirements of the Class 32, Infill Development
Project Categorical Exemption, and none of the conditions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2,
Exceptions, apply. Accordingly, the Project can be exempt from extended environmental review in
conformance with the provisions of CEQA.

16 Department of Toxic Substances Control, EnviroStor, Hazardous Waste and Substances Site List {Cortese),
accessed July 11, 2024,
https://vrww envirostor.dtse.ca.gov/public/search?emd=search&reporttype=CORTESE&site tvpe=CSITES,FUDS&st
alus=ACT,BKLG,COMS&reporttitle=HAZARDOUS+WASTE+AND+SUBSTANCES+SITE+LIST+%28 CORTESE%29;
California State Water Resources Control Board, GeoTracker, accessed July 11, 2024,

hitps;//ceotracker waterboards.ca.gov/map/Tmyaddress=California&from=header&caid=2956220328.

17 National Park Services, National Register of Historic Places, accessed July 18, 2024,
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/database-research.htmiitable; Office of Historic Preservation,
California Historical Resources, accessed July 11, 2024,

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/ListedResources/?view=county&criteria=19; Office of Historic Preservation, California

Historical Landmarks, accessed July 11, 2024, https://ohb parks ca zov/7pass d=21427; Office of Historic
Preservation, Built Environment Resources Directory, accessed July 11, 2024,
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page id=30338.

18 City of Hawthorne, General Plan, 2016, https://www.cityofhawthorne.org/departments/planning/general-plan.
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Photo 1. View of the Project Site from the nerthwestern end,
facing southeast.

L 2 7 S e
Photo 2. View of the Project Site facing northeast, from the
southwest perimeter of the site.

Michaol Baker Site Photographs
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Figure 2a
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Photo 3. View of the western perimeter of the Project Site,
facing east from South Aviation Boulevard.

Photo 4. Looking northwest towards the southern edge of the
Project Site from the southeast corner of the Site.

Site Photographs

Michae! Baker ‘ :
AN GRS LSt Figure 2b
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